
• 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE FIREARM PANEL CONCERNING THE 
KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 

(96) The findings and conclusions were prepared by staff of the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations based on material sub-
mitted by the panel members. The panel has read and accepts those 
findings and conclusions. 

KENNEDY SHOOTING 
Evidence e,vamined 
(97) The following evidence was examined in connection with the 
shooting of President Kennedy. 
(98) CE 139(71)—One 6.5-millimeter caliber, bolt-action repeating 

Marinlicher-Careano Model 1938, serial number 02766. Attached 
was an Ordnance Optics, inc. 4X telescopic sight and an adjustable 
black leather strap.* (See figs. BA and 3B.) 
(100) A visual examination of the rifle revealed pitting, rust and 
eopper oxidation f o test-firing, which the panel believed shonld be re-
moved prior to test-firing. Accordingly, a dry cloth patch was pushed 
through the bore. 
(101) The telescopic sight was attached to a mount, which itself was 
attached to the left side of the rifle. Mounting facilities were not pro-
vided at the time of manufacture. Also attached to the rifle were 
standard iron sights, placed on the rifle at the time of manufacture. 
(102) The rifle was test-fired by all panel nu•mbers, using 6.5-milli-
meter caliber ammunition of Western Cartridge Co. menufaetnre, 
Two bullets were test-fired into a horizontal water recovery tank. 
Further tests were conducted by loading four cartridges into the CE 
375 cartridge clip and inserting it into the magazine of the rifle, The 
crotridges were worked through the rifle's mechanism and ejected 
without being fired. Wlmn the last cartridge was chambered, the car-
tridge clip remained in the magazine instead of falling out as it is 
designed to do. 
(103) CE 141.—One 6.5-millimeter caliber cart ridge of Western Car-
tridge Co. manufacture, found in the CE 139 tiny. (tier fig. 4.) 
(104) OE 176/.- thin daniaged autoniobile windshield reinoved from 
the Presidential limousine. (See fig. ro 
(106) CE 399.—Onc fired 0.5-millimeter caliber full metal-jacketed 
bullet, found on a stretcher in the emergency area of Parkland Hos-
pital. The bullet weight was found to he 157.'t grains. (77) In the same 
box as the bullet was a tiny fragment, which was too small to weigh 
or otherwise examine. (See figs. GA and GB.) 

*The CF. 151) Hat. WISH pluyeIvolly examincil moll rolled In M. op..rable. It lied 
not been properly cleaned, maintained or lubricated. The riding of the barrel was 
four lands and four grooves, right twist. The magazine was a non-detachable box, 
clip-fed type, with a 6-cartridge capacity. The trigger pull was determined by the panel to be approximately 3 pound®. 
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(106) CE fig.-One 	meter caliber, bolt-action repeating Mennlither-Carcano model 1938, serial No. 1105909. Attached was 4 >t Ordnance Optics, Inc., teleseopie sight. and an adjustable black leather strap. The at rap is consistent in length, design, and con-struct ion with h the strap en the CE 139 rifle. The rifle was purchased by the FBI in order to compare the method of mounting the telescopic sight. (See fig. 7.) 
(107) CE 543.-One expended caliber 6.5-millimeter cartridge case of Western Cartridge Co. manufacture, recovered from the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository. (See figs. 8A and 8B.) (108) 0b: 544. (lac expended or millimeter caliber cartridge i•nae 
Or WrStrra Cart ridge. 	Mann fuel are, recovered 11.111. i lie aixtli floor of die naafi School Book Depository. (See fig. 9.) c109y CR 5.45.-9ne expended 6.5-millimeter caliber cartridge caw of Western Cartridge Co. manufacture, recovered from the sixth floor of the Texas School.  Book Depository. (See fig. 10.) (110) CE 5.67.-Two expended 6.5-millimeter caliber cartridge eases of Western Cartridge Co. manufacture, test-fired by the FBI Inhere-tory 'ip the CE 139 rifle for purposes of comparison with CE 543, CE 544, and CE 545. (See Warren Commission hearings, vol. 17, p. 249). 
(111) CE 567.-The nose portion of a 6.5-millimeter caliber metal-jacketed bullet, found on the right side of the front seat. of the Presi-dential limousine. (See fig. 11.) 
(112) CE 569.--The base portion of a metal-jacketed bullet found on the floor beside the right. side. of the front seat of the Presidential limousine. (See fig. 12.) 
(113) CE. 578.--Two fired 6.5-millimeter caliber full metal-jacketed bullets, test-fired by the FBI from the. CE 130 rifle and designated RN 
KIA end KIB*. (See fig. 13.) 
(Ill) CR 57.(.-One 6.5 millimeter caliber metal-jacketed bullet recovered from the residence of General Walker in April 1963 after an attempted assault. (See fig. 14.) 
(110 CE 575.-One brass cartridge clip with n six-cart ridge capae-I4 sty, stamped "SIM 9129," moinved from the CE 139 rifle. (See fig. 15410:. (117) t 'A' 840.-Two lead-like fragments" recovered from 11w rug-underneath or in the area which was underneath the left jump seat of the Presidential lienaisine. (7:0 Tlie panel found that each frag-ment weighed 0.5 grain. Became of their minute size, no further examinations were conducted on I his exhibit. (See fig. 16.) (118) CE 841.- -One round metal box eontaining lead residue. recov-ered by the FBI from the inside surface of the windshield of the' Presidential limousine. Because of the small size of the sample, fur-ther examinations were not conducted. (See. hearings before the War- ren Commission, vol. 17, p. 840.) 

• 
"Tic Iwo test -tired Indicts were owed ns Mender& for eratiparlson with the rum eharncterist les on CH 390, found un a stretcher at Parkland ; with throe on CIO 5117, the bullet mew portion found in the limousine; and with 41:500, the huller hose portion found In the limousine. "The FBI originally recovered three particles. In 1970, au Intlepend001l researcher brought to the attention of the National Archives that one of three fragments was whoa**. The Archives hiss been unable to locate It. 
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(122) One. fired 41.5-411 bullet, tired through a goat at the 
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Commission vol. 17, p. 819.) (123) CF' 856.-One tired 6.5-mi bullet, teat-fired through a cadaver 
Commission to aacerta the chart 
tion and its loss of velocity on imp examination of this bullet was not 
Warren Commission, vol. 17, p. 85( (194) CE 857.-One fired 6.5-mid bullet, test-fired into a skull at the to ascertain the characteristics of tl found that the jacket had been se also found that -  fruitful examinati. (See hearings before the Warren C (125) Lester Bullet.-One fired tY bullet found in 1974 by Richard 

Texas School Book Depository and 
abutment. (See fig. 19.) 
Findings and Conclusions 

Was Me CE 141 cartridge reporti fact spaded into that rifle? .  (126) The CE 141 cartridge was c test cartridge No. 4, which had been The panel found a correspondence bt characteristics produced by the mai ramp of the CE 139 rifle on the CE I unfired cartridge. (See fig. 20.) 
(127) In the Mannlicher-Carcano 
of a concave vamp located at. the fro units smooth insertion of the cartridge 
ridge is chambered by moving the be the cartridge case slides up the loadin.  The loading ramp is a machined-steel 
nal microscopic identifying character lady, the magazine follower;  which rt grave individual microscopic identif cartridge in the magazine. 
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