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'D
r. K

ing Slain by O
ne M

an, A
uthor Says at B

ook L
uncheon 

:B
y
 F

R
A

N
C

S
 L

O
R

D
A

N
 

O
f T

h
e
 	

S
ta

ff 

A
n author w

ho investigated 

the assassination of D
r. M

ar-
tin L

uther K
ing said on T

ues-
d
ay

 th
at th

e k
illin

g
 w

as n
o
t 

the end product of a conspir-

acy. 
G

ero
ld

 F
ran

k
 to

ld
 th

e In
-

q
u
ire

r B
o
o
k
 a

n
d
 A

u
th

o
r 

lu
n
ch

eo
n
 in

 th
e B

ellev
u
e 

S
tratfo

rd
 th

at h
e h

as co
n
-

cluded the assassination w
as 

c
a
rrie

d
 o

u
t b

y
 o

n
e
 m

a
n
 

alone. 
"
Ja

m
e
s E

a
rl R

a
y
, th

e
 

inept hillbilly, did it and did it 

alone," F
rank said. 

F
ran

k
s b

o
o
k
, "A

n
 A

m
eri-

can
 D

eath
," h

as ju
st b

een
 

published on the 1968 assassi-
n
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 c

iv
il rig

h
ts 

leader in M
em

phis, T
erm

. 

F
R

A
N

K
 S

A
ID

 th
at m

o
st 

A
m

ericans tend to think im
-

m
ed

iately
 o

f a co
n
sp

iracy
 

w
hen a national leader is as-

sassin
ated

. B
u
t h

e said
 h

e 
h
ad

 also
 co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at th

e 

assassin
atio

n
s o

f P
resid

en
t 

T
ennedy and S

en. R
obert F

. 

G
E

R
O

L
D

 F
R

A
N

K
 

. . . n
o
 c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 

K
ennedy w

ere not conspira-

cies. 
In each case, he added, the 

assassin, w
ho w

as nabbed in 
all th

ree cases, w
as in

ter-
ested in m

aking his nam
e in 

history. 
T

he ballroom
 of the B

elle-
v
u
e
 w

a
s ja

m
m

e
d
 fo

r th
e
 

final session in the 1971-72 se- 

B
A

R
B

A
R

A
 R

E
X

 
.
 
.
 caustic rep

o
rt 

ries of luncheons. 

T
h
e
 o

th
e
r a

u
th

o
rs in

-
cluded M

rs. B
arbara R

ex, 
a
 P

h
ila

d
e
lp

h
ia

n
; E

lia
 

K
azan

, acto
r, au

th
o
r, p

ro
-

d
u
cer an

d
 d

irecto
r, an

d
 

C
h
a
im

 P
o
to

k
, a

 ra
b
b
i 

tu
rn

ed
 au

th
o
r, w

h
o
 is a 

P
hiladelphia resident. 

M
rs. R

ex, w
ho has used  

E
L

L
A

 K
A

Z
A

N
 

. .. tw
o
 best sellers 

P
hiladelphia society for the 

b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
 o

f tw
o
 o

f h
er 

n
o
v
els, g

av
e a cau

stic 
re-

port 
o
n
 th

e d
o
in

g
s o

f th
e 

M
ain L

iners and C
hestnut 

H
ill residents, the old fam

i-
lie

s w
h
o
 h

a
v
e
 b

e
c
o
m

e
 

k
n
o
w

n
 as th

e city
's estab

-

lishm
ent. 

IN
 P

H
IL

A
D

E
L

P
H

IA
, she  

said
, it is w

h
o
 y

o
u
 are re-

lated
 to

 th
at co

u
n
ts. B

u
t 

sh
e
 a

lso
 n

o
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 

m
en

 an
d
 w

o
m

en
 o

f th
e 

prom
inent fam

ilies are also 
hard w

orkers for charities, 
city

 p
ro

jects an
d
 th

e v
ar-

ious civic boards they con-

rol. 

M
R

S
. R

E
X

 S
A

ID
 th

at  

sh
e h

as 
not 

been "overly 

p
o
p
u
la

r w
ith

 th
e
 frilly

 

h
ats" sin

ce sh
e w

ro
te h

er 

tw
o books. 

K
azan, w

ho has w
on tw

o 

A
c
a
d
e
m

y
 A

w
a
rd

s, d
e
-

scrib
ed

 th
e m

an
ip

u
latio

n
s 

h
e
 h

a
d
 to

 g
o
 th

ro
u
g
h
 to

 
"peddle" his tw

o best sell-

ers. B
ut in the long rim

, he 
said

, th
e w

ise au
th

o
r w

ill 
ignore the critics. 

K
A

Z
A

N
 PU

B
L

ISH
E

D
 his 

first book in 1962. H
e be-

cam
e best know

n as an au-

thor in his book, "T
he A

r-
ran

g
em

en
t," an

d
 th

is h
as 

been follow
ed by "T

he A
s-

sassins." 
P

a
to

k
 d

e
sc

rib
e
d
 h

is 
g
ro

w
in

g
 u

p
 in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
C

ity
 in

 th
e Jew

ish
 trad

i-
tion, and his decision to be-
com

e an author of fiction, 
w

h
ich

 w
as g

reeted
 w

ith
 

d
ism

ay
 b

y
 h

is relativ
es 

and teachers. C
urrently, he 

is the editor of the Jew
ish 

P
u
b
lic

a
tio

n
 S

o
c
ie

ty
 o

f 
A

m
erica. 


