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men's capacity, but the
of evidence

King alone and unaided in one
of the Twentieth Century's
mors mMONSITong CTiMES.

S0 says visuing @ulhor
Gerold Frank, here for flo-
day's Books and Author's
fiuncheon as part of Birqing—
ham's Festival iof Aris. He
has lived with the murder —
mile by mile, witness by

) clue by clue — for
the last four years. ;

The result is - mew and
exhaustive book enfitied “An
American Deail’” whese ab-
tendant research eonvinced
Frank — who also wrole the
best selling “The Boston

-o- M the Amerl

nghiu there along
with hot mmllean

FRANK. BIMSELF owns 10
conversioen
¢ the lbe, bechuse when
‘began the book his working
tle was “‘An Amerlcll Con-
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. Not the bumb-
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AND FOR WHAT?

For a kind of Inner eriminal
glory, Frank believes, and
hecause Ray hated hlacks all
oul of proportion te garden-
variety hate. And for such a
man, facing life anyway if he
were ever relurned o the
Missouri prison from where
he had escaped nol many
menths before, the prospect of
becoming King's killer would

pe Jewyer who ™

TELLS RAY'S STORY

put him right up there witn,
say, Lee Harvey Oswald.
But the iniricacies of es-
cape? The false Canadian
passport? The f{light 10 Eu-
rope? The seeminglv well-
heeled wallet? Could these be
the deings of a small time
conviet working zlone”
These chieflv are the points
Frank — sometimes reversing
his original judgment — puis
10 rest. Not dogmatically, he
cautions, because he lets (he
protracted evidenve speak for
fiself and ventures to hope
ihat the book, to be distribut-
e April 4, thusly becomes

.. “just a mirror” for the z'w. wp, Jome atd  Amgricn's
v facts. g 1 - m\-w wag uﬂ and

) " HERE, ALL (oo hrlelly m '0ff and mnninr.. tos, were
the suave and urbane #uthor's mnpﬂracy thoorfes that have
saliemt points: . Fet to be put to rest. Frank

doesn't think his book will

Ray planned to kill King:n dispel them, either, because,

Birmingham but found the he says,  Americens simply
. Negro martyr too well guard: refuse to belleve that mssussi-
ed in Jetferson County. While. mations of such magnitude are
here, he researched h:lah-paw Budked by consplracies of
ered rifles and their capacity; dlmmhq.
sniper ' stopes  and r m
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that
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magnifying power. How much
& bullet drop at 100 yards? 200  glever

yards? i Says Frank: Everym in
Satisfied with the rifle pur- the Missour] ' prison knew
chase he eventually made in Canadian passports were -
Birmingham, Frank contends, and still are — ealll) g air-
Ray then tracked King to ed.
Memphis and resplved to do What about the money”
his killing there hecause King, Ray traveled 18,000 jnles in
surrounded by Memphis plain- nine months, Frank ren od.,
clothesmen rather than uni- &md who's 1o say how many
formed officers seemed less allmight  convenience siores
“well-guarded. % and wayside service slulions
~ he knocked over in the mean-
So he rented that dingy time? Thal weuld expliis hix
room jn the now-famous flop almost ofi-hand cash purchas:
house overlooking the ill-fated of a car in Birmingham his
Lorraine Motel in a down-gl- dancing lessons; his  brief
the-heels part of downiowm career ss 5 studenl al bar-
 Memphis and he pulled a tender schoul in Los Angeles:
chair to his' grimy, lonely his fling in the Lavienua
window. Mountain resorts of Cunada
And when King appeared on  and  his  eventual hops 1o
his mofel baleony Ray went Furope.
«down the ball to a bathroomysee— .
for a belter angle and, with “RAY VATED blacks, e
his Birmingham-bought hont . twned down & chance to
Ing rifle, probably aimed at™ transfer {0 a prison honor
Klnx's beart but bit him In the  farm because it was integrat-
=" Frank declares. “And b
EI'I‘HEB WAY, the nurder went to Portugal hecause he
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