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B

y V
ictor C

ohn. 

E
lv

is P
resley

 "p
ro

b
ab

ly
" d

ied
 o

f 
.• . 'n

atu
ral cau

ses, n
o
t an

y
 cau

se related
 

'•to
 d

ru
g

 u
se, D

r. Jerry
 T

. F
ran

cisco
, 

::ch
ief m

ed
ical ex

am
in

er fo
r th

e state 
'‘af T

ennessee, said yesterday. 
B

u
t th

e p
u
b
lic—

an
d
 p

ath
o
lo

g
ists 

;..:elS
ew

here—
m

ay not get to exam
ine 

:1
1
1 .

th
e
 ev

id
en

ce fro
m

 th
e P

resley
 au

-
' 4 1

.eP
sy

 an
d

 th
e ch

em
ical tests th

at are 
'IS

M
 b

ein
g
 co

m
p
leted

. 
N

o
n
e o

f th
e tests co

m
p
leted

 so
 far 

: T
. oh.the fam

ed singer's blood and body 
lisS

u
es, sh

o
w

 an
y

 ev
id

en
ce th

at an
y
 

drug, including alcohol, contributed to 
h

id
 su

d
d

e
n

 d
e
a
th

 o
n

 A
u

g
. 1

6
, th

e
 

M
em

phis pathologist told T
he W

ash- 
' ,:ington P

ost y
esterd

ay. 
If th

is re
m

a
in

s tru
e
, e

x
p
la

in
e
d
 

..rran
cisco

 —
 it w

ill b
e "7

 to
 1

0
 d

ay
s" 

y
et b

efo
re all tests are co

m
p

leted
, h

e 
:rep

o
rted

 —
 th

e d
eath

 w
ill b

e certified
 

as "n
atu

ral" an
d

 u
n

d
er T

en
n

essee law
 

'.it w
ill b

e u
p
 to

 P
resley

's fam
ily

 alo
n
e  

to
 d

ecid
e w

h
eth

er o
r n

o
t to

 m
ak

e all 
the test results public. 

If th
ey

 d
o
 n

o
t b

eco
m

e p
u
b
lic. ex

-
p

erts th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e co
u

n
try

 w
ill 

have no w
ay of judging just w

hat w
as 

done at P
resley's autopsy and since to 

study his death, and w
hether the tests 

h
aV

e b
een

 ad
eq

u
ate to

 tu
rn

 u
p

 ev
ery

 
possible contributing cause. 

T
he new

s of 'P
resley's death w

as ac-
com

panied by a spate of charges from
 

fo
rm

er asso
ciates th

at h
e w

as o
r h

ad
 

been "on" various drugs. T
he C

hicago 
S

u
n
-T

im
es y

esterd
ay

 g
u
tted

 sev
eral 

fo
ren

sic p
ath

o
lo

g
ists th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e 
co

u
n
try

 as say
in

g
 F

ran
cisco

's failu
re 

to
 release all test resu

lts co
u
ld

 raise 
serious questions about P

resley's dem
-

ise. B
ut F

rancisco said he has no choice 
u
n
d
er T

en
n
essee statu

tes b
u
t to

 g
iv

e 
th

e test resu
lts o

n
ly

 to
 th

e fam
ily

 if 
the cause of .death is deem

ed natural 
after all exam

inations are finished. 
If an

y
 u

n
n
atu

ral cau
se o

f d
eath

 is  

fo
u
n
d
, o

r an
y
 co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 o

f an
y

 
d

ru
g

s. "th
e resu

lts w
ill b

e a p
u

b
lic 

record" and everyone w
ill know

 them
, 

he m
aintained. 

B
u
t, "If th

e d
eath

 is n
atu

ral, th
en

 
the release or non-release of the m

ate-
rial w

ill b
e a p

riv
ate m

atter fo
r th

e 
P

resley
 fam

ily
 to

 d
ecid

e," h
e said

. 
"M

y
 sp

ecu
latio

n
 is th

at.  it p
ro

b
ab

ly
 

w
ill b

e a n
atu

ral d
eath

. I h
av

e still 
seen

 n
o
 ev

id
en

ce th
at d

ru
g
s p

lay
ed

 
any part In it." 
. H

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 h

a
s h

a
d
 n

o
 p

re
ssu

re
 

w
h
atso

ev
er "fro

m
 an

y
o
n
e," in

 th
e 

P
resley

 fam
ily

 o
r o

th
erw

ise, to
 co

n
-

ceal any cause. 
F

rancisco last w
eek called the death 

o
n

e trig
g

ered
 b

y
 a su

d
d

en
ly

 erratic 
h
eartb

eat th
at th

en
 m

ad
e th

e h
eart 

stop. B
ut he said this erratic "cardiac 

arrh
y
th

m
ia an

d
 v

en
tricu

lar fib
rilla-

tion" w
ere "of unknow

n causes." 
P

resley had high blood pressure, an 
en

larg
ed

 h
eart cau

sed
 b

y
 th

e h
ig

h
 

b
lo

o
d

 p
ressu

re an
d

 so
m

e p
atch

y
 o

r  

p
artial clo

g
g
in

g
 o

f h
is co

ro
n
ary

 o
r 

h
eart arteries. N

o
n
e o

f th
ese co

n
d
i-

tions seem
ed serious enough to cause 

a h
eart attack

 o
rd

in
arily

, F
ran

cisco
 

said. 
B

ut he and heart experts elsew
here 

also
 said

 th
at su

ch
 a co

m
b
in

atio
n
 o

f 
even m

ild-seem
ing conditions som

e-
tim

es lead
s to

 su
ch

 a d
eath

 ju
st th

e 
sam

e, w
ith

 n
o
 w

ay
 ev

er to
 assig

n
 a 

"cause" w
ith scientific precision. 

F
rancisco is a w

ell-regarded pathol-
o

g
ist an

d
 p

ro
fesso

r at th
e U

n
iv

ersity
 

o
f T

en
n
essee S

ch
o
o
l o

f H
ealth

 S
ci-

ences in M
em

phis. H
e said yesterday,. 

"I w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t co

n
ceal an

y
 u

n
n
atu

ral 
cause of death." 

A
 w

ell-know
n pathologist in another 

city—
w

ho asked not to be identified—
said

, "I k
n

o
w

 Jerry
 an

d
 h

e's a g
o

o
d

 
pathologist. If I w

ere In his shoes, I'd 
u
se ev

ery
 p

ressu
re I co

u
ld

 to
 g

et th
e 

fam
ily

 to
 p

u
t it all o

n
 th

e reco
rd

, so
 

there could be no future doubts in an-
yone's m

ind." 

P
resley A

utopsy and Tests C
ontinue 


