
T
he R

ush to G
et E

lvis P
resley B

ooks Into P
rint 

B
A

L
L

A
N

T
IN

E
, F

rom
 D

I 
"I d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
eth

er th
e b

o
o
t 

w
as leg

ally
 p

u
b
lish

ab
le," B

u
sch

 said
 

of the P
resley book. "B

ut w
ere ow

ned 
b
y
 R

an
d
o
m

 H
o
u
se, a su

b
sid

iary
 o

f 
R

C
A

 (w
h
ich

 reco
rd

s P
resley

), w
h
ich

 
is a v

ery
 co

n
serv

ativ
e co

m
p
an

y
. O

u
r 

law
y
ers d

eterm
in

ed
 it w

as o
k
ay

." 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e b

o
o
k
, w

h
ich

 th
e 

bodyguards say they w
ill substantiate 

w
ith lie-detector tests, P

resley: 
• 

W
as a p

ro
d
ig

io
u
s co

n
su

m
er o

f a 
w

id
e v

ariety
 o

f d
ru

g
s. "H

e tak
es p

ills 
to

 g
o
 to

 sleep
," b

o
d
y
g
u
ard

 R
ed

 W
est 

is q
u
o
ted

 as say
in

g
. "H

e tak
es p

ills 
to

 g
et u

p
. H

e tak
es p

ills to
 g

o
 to

 th
e 

jo
h
n
, an

d
 h

e tak
es p

ills to
 sto

p
 h

im
 

fro
m

 g
o
in

g
 to

 th
e jo

h
n
. T

h
ere h

av
e 

been tim
es w

here he w
as so hyper on 

uppers that he has had trouble breath-
in

g
, an

d
 o

n
 o

n
e o

casio
n
 h

e th
o
u
g
h
t 

he w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 d
ie . . H

e is a w
alk

-
in

g
 p

h
arm

aceu
tical sh

o
p
." 

• W
as convinced that he had extra-

o
rd

in
ary

 relig
io

u
s p

o
w

ers. P
resley

, 
th

e h
o
o
k
 alleg

es, "firm
ly

 b
eliev

es h
e 

h
as th

e p
o
w

ers o
f p

sy
ch

ic h
ealin

g
 b

y
 

th
e lay

in
g
 o

n
 o

f h
an

d
s. H

e b
eliev

es 
h
e w

ill b
e rein

carn
ated

. H
e b

eliev
es 

h
e h

as th
e stren

g
th

 o
f w

ill to
 m

o
v
e 

clo
u
d
s in

 th
e air . . . H

e firm
ly

 b
e- 

liev
es h

e is a p
ro

p
h
et w

h
o
 w

as d
e-, 

stifled to lead, designated by G
od for 

a sp
ecial ro

le in
 life." 

• H
ad a "pathologcal obsession w

ith 
u
n
ifo

rm
s an

d
 b

ad
g
es o

f au
th

o
rity

" 
and w

as fascinated w
ith pistols, rock-

ets, rifles an
d
 o

th
er w

eap
o
n
s. "E

lv
is 

is n
ev

er w
ith

o
u
t a g

u
n
," S

o
n
n
y
 W

est 
claim

s. "M
ostly he carries tw

o or even 
th

ree o
n
 h

im
. E

v
en

 w
h
en

 h
e is o

n
 

sta
g
e
, h

e
 c

a
rrie

s a
 tin

y
 fo

u
r-sh

o
t 

D
errin

g
er in

 th
e to

p
 o

f h
is b

o
o
t." 

•
O

n
ce o

rd
ered

 R
ed

 W
est to

 k
ill 

M
ike S

tone, the karate instructor w
ho 

P
resley held responsible for the disin-

teg
ratio

n
 o

f h
is m

arriag
e—

an
d
 fre-

q
u
en

tly
 w

o
u
ld

 sh
o
o
t h

o
les in

 telev
i-

sions w
hen a program

 displeased him
. 

"I can't tell you how
 m

any television 
sets w

en
t to

 th
eir d

eath
 at th

e h
an

d
s 

o
f E

lv
is an

d
 h

is sh
o
o
tin

g
," R

ed
 W

est 
say

s. "H
e w

o
u
ld

 sh
o
o
t o

u
t telev

isio
n
 

sets in
 h

o
tel m

o
m

s an
d
 in

 an
y
 o

n
e o

f 
the houses he has." 

E
njoyed 	

regular 	
"firew

orks 
nights" in w

hich h
e w

ould set off a va-
riety of explosive devices and once de-
lib

erately
 set o

u
t to

 d
estro

y
, w

ith
 a 

sp
ecially

-h
ired

 co
n
stru

ctio
n
 b

u
ll-

zdozer, a hom
e he had bought. "E

lvis 
starts u

p
 th

e b
u
lld

o
zer an

d
 y

ells o
u
t 

to V
ernon, 'Y

ou better m
ove, D

addy'," 

th
e b

o
o
k
 rep

o
rts. "V

ern
o
n
 ask

s w
h
y
 

and E
lvis says, 'B

ecause tam
 going to 

k
n
o
ct th

e g
o
d
d
am

n
 h

o
u
se d

o
w

n
.' . . . 

In
 less th

an
 an

 h
o
u
r w

e (h
ad

) ju
st 

k
n
o
ck

ed
 th

e w
h
o
le su

p
erstru

ctu
re 

d
o
w

n
 to

 w
h
ere it d

ro
p
s rig

h
t in

to
 th

e 
b
a
se

m
e
n
t a

n
d
 it's b

u
rn

in
g
 u

p
 a

 
storm

." 

• M
ade a special trip to W

ashipgton 
d
u
rin

g
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 in

 a 
cam

paign to receive a federal drug en-
forcem

ent officer's badge. A
t first re-

b
u
ffed

 b
y
 th

en
-d

ep
u
ty

 d
irecto

r Jo
h
n
 

F
in

lato
r, P

resley
 ev

en
tu

ally
 sh

o
w

ed
 

u
p
 at "th

e rear en
tran

ce o
f th

e W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se," w

h
ere h

e w
as alleg

ed
ly

 m
et 

b
y
 p

resid
en

tial aid
e E

g
ll K

ro
g
h
 an

d
 

u
s
h
e
re

d
 in

to
 N

ix
o
n
's

 o
ffic

e
. 

"P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 assu

red
 P

resley
 h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 g
e
t h

is fe
d
e
ra

l n
a
rc

o
tic

s 
b
a
d
g
e
." th

e
 b

o
o
k
 re

la
te

s. P
re

sle
y
 

s
m

ile
d
 triu

m
p
h
a
n
tly

 a
t (h

is
 

bodyguards) and said 'W
ho said som

e-
thing can't be done.' " 

D
u
n
leav

y
 said

 th
e B

allan
tin

e law
-

yers tam
ed the tone of the book som

e-
w

hat. "T
hey put som

e restrictions on 
us," he said. "T

hey m
ade us corrobo-

rate a lot of the allegations w
ith inde-

p
en

d
en

t b
ack

-u
p
, ju

st as if w
e w

ere 
d
o
in

g
 a 

new
s sto

ry
. T

h
ey

 m
ad

e u
s 

ta
k
e
 o

u
t a

b
o
u
t 1

0
 p

e
r c

e
n
t o

f th
e
 

b
o
o
k
. It w

as tasteless, b
u
t actu

ally
.  

v
ery

 accu
rate. A

 lo
t o

f it w
as crazy

 
drug and sex stuff." 

P
resley

's u
n
ex

p
ected

 d
eath

 also
 

trig
g
ered

 actio
n
 at o

th
er N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
p
u
b
lish

in
g
 h

o
u
ses. P

o
ck

et B
o
o
k
s, 

w
h
ich

 sev
eral y

ears ag
o
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 

M
ay M

ann's "E
lvis and the C

olonel," 
an

 acco
u
n
t o

f P
resley

's relatio
n
sh

ip
 

w
ith

 h
is m

an
ag

er o
f 2

0
 y

ears, h
o
n
o
r-

ary
 C

o
lo

n
el T

o
m

 P
ark

er: an
n
o
u
n
ced

 
th

at it w
as planning to send the book 

back to press—
but in an altered form

. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 M
ary

 H
all 

of P
icket 

B
ooks, a division of S

im
on and S

hus-
ter, N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 T
im

es rep
o
rter M

o
lly

 
Ivins, w

ho w
rote that paper's P

resley 
o
b
itu

ary
, h

as b
een

 co
n
tracted

 to
 u

p
-

d
ate th

e M
an

n
 b

o
o
k
, w

h
ich

 w
ill b

e 
retitled

 "T
h
e P

riv
ate E

lv
is." P

o
ck

et 
B

ooks has already received 250,000 or-
ders for the book, H

all says, and cop. 
ies sh

o
u
ld

 b
e in

 b
o
o
k
sto

res in
 ju

st a 
m

atter of days. 
H

o
w

ard
 K

am
in

sk
y
, p

resid
en

t o
f 

W
arner B

ooks, said that his firm
 yes-

terd
ay

 receiv
ed

 "th
e larg

est o
n
e-d

ay
 

o
rd

er fo
r an

y
 title in

 o
u
r h

isto
ry

" fo
r 

Jerry H
opkins' w

idely-praised biogra-
phy of P

resley, "E
lvis." O

ver 260,000 
co

p
ies o

f th
at b

o
o
k
 w

ere o
rd

ered
 b

y
 

w
h
o
lesalers acro

ss th
e co

u
n
try

, an
d
 

W
arner's w

as rushing to m
eet the un-

precedented dem
and. 



THE DARK OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 
BRIGHTEST 	• 
STAR. IN THE , 	, 
WORLD' 

ELVIS 
WHAT 

HAPPENED? 
THREE OF HIS CLOSEST COMPANIONS TELL 

A SHOCKING, BIZARRE STORY 
RFD WEST 501010  WE  5r DAVE FIE51 ER 

STEVE DUNILAVY 

The 
Lives 
Of 

Elvis 
Rush to Get Presley Books 

• The three bodyguards held a press conference 

pinuilibuincordtbsPimytr . 

Tom  

t hno  emty 

Zito  

a  irwen wi

"bloodsuckers

,  L.,    a 

Rohrer 

h,  ,okvn i

trying  

   d' to  

' Duch said yesterday. "We've really been swamped 
, many we've sold so far," Ballantioe president Ron 

Island spinning out an additional 250.000 copies, 

leavy beard that Elvis Presley had fired three of his 

copies--was publiabed with little notices or fanfare 
en Aug I. But within six hours of Presley's death 
on Tuesday. yudientine Books had presses on Long 

which the company expects to have to atom by 

bodyguards Dwdeavy, now with the New York 
Pest and author of Its recent "Son of Sam, Please 
Surrender" letter, Bought out the three, questioned 
them about the torrid aide of Elvis' private life 
and wrote a book, "Elvir What happened!" 

the weekend. 

The book—with an Initial printing of 480,000 

"Frankly, I really don't know how exactly how 

Last August, National Star reporter Steve Dun- 

Chronicle by Ex-Body -uards 

In Beverly Hills yesterday afternoon to tell the 

I capitalize on the death of Elvis Presley." They 
.) said their book was written long before his death. 

"Elvia was a tormented man," David Hebler 

i
laid reporters. "He was a victim of himself .. . 
the image, the legend." 

The book, purportedly culled from 300 hours of 
. taped Interviews with the bodyguards, alleges that 

i
Presley hoarded firearms. thauaht he was a propb. 
at, was morbidly nucleated with corpses, tried 
to put a contract out on the men who Presley felt 

il  "stole" his wife, Priscilla, led a Howard Hughes-
same life of seclusion and took a wide variety of 

. drugs. 
"I can't say be was taking no drugs at ail," Dr. 

Jerry Francisco, the medical examiner who per-
formed the autopsy on the singer, said yesterday. 
"His own doctor has said be was taking appetite 
depressants. There was no evidence of any abnor-
mal. iligel drug use." 

Asked about allegations in the book that Presley 
'was on pills all day and would give himself shots 
In the arm or leg with those little plastic syringes," 
Francisco said, "It would seem to me, as a pro- . 
feralotul, that II the use was that frequent, that 
severe, we would have found some evidence during 

Former Presley bodyguards (from left 
Dave liebler, Red West and Sonny West 
in a photo from their book. 

our examination. Not finding them. I can't give 
credibility to those statements." 

"I wouldn't want to comment on what the 
autopsy revealed," Busch said. 

Members of the extraordinarily tight-knit Pres-
ley Inner circle have been in seclusion at his 
guarded Graceland mansion in Memphis, and were 
unavailable for comment. 

Donleavy Initially considered the trio's tales as 
fodder for a three-part series on Presley to run in 
the National Star, Lhe serisationalts'de weekly ta. 
blold owned by Australian publishing magnate 
Rupert Murdoch. After talking with the men brief-
ly, Dunleavy said, "I realised we were dealing with 
an incredible story about the biggest star slue 
Valentino." Murdoch agreed to pay the trio is flat 
fee of $50,000 for their story. and assigned Dun-
leavy—strictly. he said, on company time at his 
regular halary—to spend last September in Holly-
wood taping their tales. 

Early in the spring, Murdoeh's World News Corp. 
signed New York literary agent Gloria Loomis to 
begin offering the book to publishers. Lonmis 
brought the manuscript to 30 companies, but in 
the end only Ballantlne bit—nor what Loomis 
called "a substantial sum." 

(Just two months ago, Ballantine scored another 
coup by publishing George Lucas' novelliatIon of 
his film "Star Ware—a paperback that shot to 
the tap of all the major bestseller lists and has 
already sold about 2 million capita.) 

See BALLANTINE, D7, Cot. I 


