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James Earl Ray esiterhig the Tennessee state Penitentiary in Nashville today. 
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By LEONARD HA rz 
Meld Fork Poet LIJett.rpondede 

hi22.1PF11:3. Tenn.—James 
Earl Ray began the first 
day of his 99-year sentence 
In prison today—in • maxi-
mum security cell— secure 
In the knowledge that only 
be has all the answers. 

Even thougti ha has 
pleaded guilty and been see-

' tanned for the murder of 
'the Rev. Dr. Martha Luther 
Mug Jr.. he sticks tenaci-
ously to his story. that he 
was a tool in the hands of 
conspirators But none. ex-
cept Ray can be certain of 
the truth. 

Ray was drives the 200 
isilea from his Memphis jail 
cell to Tennessee State Pris-
on in Nashville in an armed. 
eight-car caravan. Barring 
a change In Om, he will. 
spend his entire tom there. 
There was confusion ever 
whether he ever would be 
eligiblo for parole. 

Judge W. Preston Battle, 
who sentenced Ray, ex- 
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By PETER HANN 
Amid mounting protest,. 

over the sudden wrisp-up to 
the James Earl Ray cas. 
the Justice Dept said today 
that it was continuing its In-
vestigation of the assassina-
tion of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. to determine 
whether a conspiracy was 
invcf rod. 

But a Justice official said 
the department had found 
no evidence of a -conspiracy 
in the nearly 11 months It 
has worked on the MSC 

Coretta King, widow of 
the alain rights leerier. the 
Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy. 
Kings successor as head of 
the Southern Christian 

-Leidership Conference, and 
NAACP leader Roy Wilkins 
indicated that they believe 
a conspiracy was behind the 
murder despite the Memphis 
conviction of Ray as a killer 
who acted alone. 

Tha court allowed Bay to 
plead guilty to the murder 
in exchange for a 99-year 
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