
Rt. 12, Frederick, 1d. 21701 
1/23/77 

Dear 'r. Fortas, 

Today's Pest's story, which I imagino is the cause of some aahappimeas to you, 
carries as back to the purr memorial, when you askea so to arraage to use you is your 
office. It relates to elm of the natters I sucgoste4 Right be of interest to you. 

With the passing of time we forget. Not lag aftsr thous sorvicec I was lmpitaI-
imed with asrieus thrombaphlebitie. Tau say have forgettea this or ysu say have Cecilia& 
net to interest youreelf whoa I wrote you Tact April. Your file will show I did mot posh. 
I an net sew. 

Obvierealy I have so way of knowiic what is behind this story. I sea the atypical 
in it. I see it as a hatchet job. Thore are coaplately abiormal omissions free what I 
knew of fact all journalism. Two are Welfsea's former Washiactea base sued his first 
wife's terminal Maass. The melanioa of this Masse at the time he sail he had to stay 
out of jail for a while imager strikes se as voiceful writiag. 

You had little recollection of how we sot. Your wife probably did net kiew me well 
when I was a Semite investigator ant she was is our offices etas. (as, ay wife aid Vert 
Wheeler's daughter e'reuicia were,the young women who then did what they could about 
Japaiess aggressios by wearing lisle stocking.) Virginia Darr remaabers se well, if 
you west to learn about ma from these you know. 

Is recent years I have devoted eysolf, mot quite exclusively, to the political 
amsassimatioas. I have sever beam is pursuit of a whodunit. Ay work is a very largo study 
of our basic institutions is time of crisis. In the course of it I have dose virtually 
all the solid work set is accord with the official 'rapier:Ratio's of the 	acts Alag 
assassinations. I have begun the deposit of my papers ii a major university system. 
There is coat...Ruin interest is than because miss is substaatial work. A week age I had 
a request for these papers fres a largo west—coast university. The head of aiothor 
hiivery department is 'Gamin here Wediesday. While the subject has attracted 'may huts 
and self—prometere it does aakr a teraing—poist in history. Mine is generally regarded 
as the most orteasive ani most depeadablo work. 

It is from this repatatiaa that there were sevecal approaches from Harepeaa pub-
lisher* for as to do a Watergate book. By the time 1* was apparent that the market tit 
sot desire WW1= tofiaitive, basic writing I was well bet* as investicatiew and 
writiic I did not wait to ley aside. I developed iafernatios as yet unpubliAsi abeat 
some of the central characters. This led to what was attempted OA Mr. Douglas, how by 
when and with what clandestine support, thus also to you. 

A Washingtea asEieciate of Mr. Wolfs.' seat me to Florida to ap-i)reach the Walnut 
feneadatiom for rapport. My meeting with Arvin Rothschild was interfered with by a bet-
as.; charge laid an him. We moat some of the aftoraeom together aid with his wife 'Lied 
that sight. No seemed impressed and he said he was. He later reported that the probability 
of feaidation support aid let seen high. As I  sew recall it I had completed a long, hasty 
mad alaest entirely unread reach draft while deeply ascaged is other work, some thisks to 
yea and Harris v. "else*.  I could sot &baste* theother work ant I was &axiom for a coat 
editing job for which I could sot pay. 

Several months later I was invited to Ocala fir the same parlor's**. Mr. Wolfson was 
off with his horses whoa I reached there. He had a Cobalt or FJorican trainer come at the 
same time. Just befit, aad during supper most of the ceaversatioa was about harm**. At 
the eat of the seal T.  Welfses invited me Jute the liviag roes to discuss the purposes 
of ey going there. We speat about as hour, of tea interrupted, is conversation. Hi had 
clamored casually at some of the dceumeats I bad with so and abruptly tersisatsd out meet—
lag by having is ushered to sae of the cottages. I have 'either seen nor hoard from his 



2 

glace. Bef6ire he tersiaated the audience he did know the essence of what I had developed 
relating to the isvolvement of sere of the Watergate characters with the Nixes Ford 
efforts agaiast the Ceurt *umbers. When he seemed unable to detach himself free the 
horses aid speeches favorable to these I knew to be charlatans I tit ask him to de what 
km could t* make inforsatioe available to me. This was liaiteist to these Court efforts. 
Nothing happosei. Oeasiderieg what l had *ad showed him is solid evideh** this was thee 
surprising ass new it is aere se. 

Mey things sue;;est themselves. I have ne way of knowin,; whztker .ry is releveet. 
One example is the timing, the apiaaraace of this story is the first Suisisy edition 
after the chair e ix simieietratione, the first Sundry Ford is set ereeident. Alutber 
is that it was fog to 130 Woodward, whose non-reporting in 14tergate ia part acceunts 
for the fact that what I report above is mot public knowledge. 

I ds not know if what t knew is of interest to you. If it in I de get to dashiagten 
free tiro to tine. I suppece because ef -bk. elate I have bat-A ckutioaei against injury 
or jarrin,. However, *ace Cam weather clears I will be geieg there for slake blood tests 
if you 'went to speak t4 se. ubviously I an askie., sctbie of you. 

Est I'm sorry about this for you Asi I le wish you well. 

Siacersly, 

Harold Weisberg 



.-Foitas Tie 
To Wolfson  
Is Detailed 
14yletonoodward 
Walblnetert Pelt Staff Writer 

Millionaire industrialist 
Louis E. Wolfson secretly re-

-chrded a 'two-hour conversation _ 
with Abe Fortes in 1970—nine 
months after disclosure of a 
$20,000 payment by Wolfson to 
Fortes had resulted in Fortes' 
resignation from the Supreme 
Court. 

A 34page transcript of the 
Fortas-Wolfson conversation 
adds substantial new detail to 
the Fortes affair and shows 
that Fortes, while a member of 
the high court, was very heav-
ily involved in advising Wolf-
son on legal difficulties he had 
with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission. 

According to the transcript, 
at one point Fortes agreed to 
intervene directly with the 
SEC chairman on the case. 
though the transcript obtained 
by The Washington Post indi-
cates that Fortes did not fol: 
low through on the agreement. 

"It would have been like 
lighting a fuse on our own dy-
namite," Fortes said. 

At another point in the con-
versation, Fortes, speaking of 
a letter he had sent when 
Wolfson went to prison, corre-
spondence they had agreed Vs 
keep private, exclaimed to the 
financier: 

". . . I worded it very care-
fully and discreetly—I had to 
write you. My heart was full of 
grief and affection . . all in 
my heart-I'd give anything to, 
protect Lou Wolfson." 

The transcript notes the 
sighs, the pauses and the 
laughter as the two men re-
flected on the events that re-
sulted in the only resignation 
of a Supreme Court Justice 
under pressure. 

The SEC investigation even-
tually led to Wolfson's Indict-
ment, conviction and nine-
month prison term. 

Fortes had agreed to acePt. 
the $20,000 payment at a meet-
ing In which Wolfson told him 
for the first time that his dif-' 
ficultles with the SEC were 
serious, according to the tran-
script. 

See FORTAS, Al2, Col. 1  
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In addition, Fortes persuaded Wolf-
son not to release 11 pages of corre-
spondence between the two, Including 
letters about the SEC case and a let-
ter in which Wolfson sought Fortes' 
assistance in obtaining a presidential 
pardon. 

Most of the letters were written 
while Fortes was a member of the 
high court. 

At the time of the Fortes contro-
versy in 1969, Fortes denied involve-
ment in Wolfson's affairs. In a letter 
to Life magazine, which broke the 
story of the 520,000 payment, Fortes 
said that while he was a member of 
the court he did not "participate in 
any of Mr. Wolf$on's business or legal 
affairs." 

Fortes, who had been a longtime 
confidant of Lyndon E. Johnson, was 
hired as a lawyer by Wolfson in June, 
1985. The next month President John-
son nominated Fortes to the Supreme 
Court. In October, 1995, he was sworn 
in and soon thereafter accepted the 
$20,000-a-year post with the Wolfson 
foundation. The annual retainer was 
to be paid to Fortes' wife if he died. 

Fortes received one $20,000 payment 
in 1966 but returned it and cancelled 
the retainer agreement 11 months 
later after Wolfson was indicted. The 
Life article appeared three years later 
May 4, 1969, and Fortes resigned from 
the court 11 days later after the arti-
cle. 

The Fortas-Wolfson conversation 
that Wolfson recorded took place 
March 1, 1970, in Jacksonville, Fla. It 
was held at Fortes' request:This was 
a month after Wolfson was released 
from prison and two days before Wolf-
son held a press conference to defend 
his relationship with Fortes. 

Fortes, who Is now in private law 
practice here, was given a copy of the 
34-page transcript last Monday nighr 
by a reporter. He confirmed he met 
with Wolfson In Jacksonville that day 
in 1970, but said he had no idea the 
conversation had been recorded. After 
reading some of the transcript, Fortes 
said "it could be" correct. 

He agreed to read the entire tran-
script that night and meet with a re-
porter the next morning to answer 
questions. Fortes canceled the second 
meeting and said he would decline all 
comment. 

Informed that The Post had obtained 
the transcript, Wolfson issued the fol-
lowing statement through a spokesman: 
"Let the facts speak for themselves?' 

According to the transcript, Fortes 
said in the 1970 meeting that he was 
afraid that release at the Wolfson 
press conference of the correspond-
ence—including offers of other finan-
cial assistance from Wolfson—would 
make the $20,000 foundation payment 
look like "a phony" and "not sincere." 

Even though the Justice Depart- 

meet had already obtained most of 
the letters and had closed its investi-
gation of the Fortas-Wolfson relation. 
ship, Fortes told Wolfson that public 
release would do both of them "great 
harm." 

The Fprtas-Wollson correspondence 
has never been made public. Reports 
at the time of Fortes' resignation said 
that then-Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell had personally locked it in 
his own safe. - 

According to the transcript of the 
Fortas-Wolfson meeting. Fortes said 
he was confident that the correspond-
ence would never be made public by 

"The whole thing has been sealed in 
the Department of Justice so that it 
will not get out," Fortes said. "Justice 
has got it all buttoned up." 

In arguing that Wpifson not release 
it, Fortes said the correspondence 
would be construed as follows: 

"That ,your giving me and my ac-
cepting the foundation post was noth-
ing but a cover-up and that what was 
really happening was that I was tak-
ing a gratuity from you in terms of 
the statute and supplementary my sal-
ary. You see? And that is very bad. 

"And if this correspondence gets 
out, it will be so construed and no 
doubt about it whatever. 

"Now, in some of these letters that I 
wrote you and in many of the letters 
you wrote me there are long discus-
sions or short discussions of the SEC 
problems and this and that and what 
goes on. 

"Now, the way these fellows 
(reporters)—if those letters get out—
the way these fellows will construe it 
will be that this is the reason for your 
wanting me to start with the founda-
tion; that you wanted legal advice 
and help, which is totally untrue," 

The transcript shows that Fortes 
was worried about bad publicity and 
he successfully persuaded Wolfson not 
to release the correspondence. 

At Fortes' suggestion, the two men 
removed pages 98 through 108 from a 
booklet Wolfson had prepared to re-
lease at his press conference. A book-
let was released with other material 
but it did not contain the letters. 

Wolfson's press conference was his 
first opportunity to describe his rela-
tionship with Fortes following his re-
lease from prison. 

Wolfson served the term for failure 
to register a stock sale with the SEC. 
He was also charged with filing false 
financial statements and committing 
perjury in another SEC case. He 
pleaded no contest to the false financial 
charge and was given a suspended sen-
tence. The perjury charge was dropped. 

According to the transcript, Wolf-
son said at the beginning of the 
meeting: 

"Abe, what seems to be bothering 
you?" 

"I am most appreciative your giving 



me this time," Fortes responded. "I 
know it is a repetition of the agony 
but—(long sigh) (pause} I was told 
that in your press conference—forth 
coming press conference 	that you 
were going to talk about me and 
about our relationship. 

"And so I wanted to ask you if you 
and I might discuss that and the roe-
'An for it is that the whole situation is 
very subtle—because these mongers' 
and what they have been trying to do 
is to catch us in any kind of violation 
of law that they can." 

Fortes said their correspondence 
was "perfectly proper and eaky," but 
release would be "very bad for me." 

Fortas continued: "They will con-
strue some of the things that I wrote 
to you as being legal work and that I 

was doing for you legal advice—al- 
though it did not amount to a damn 
thing . • . And there is a statute that is 
against that which reads on that par- 
ticular situation-" 

Then Wolfson recalled the discus-
sions the two had prior to Fortes' tak-
ing the $20,000-a-year foundation 
position: 

"If you remember, on three or four 
different occasions I said, 'Abe, don't 
come with the foundation now. I don't 
want you to be embarrassed. I under-
stand this (the SEC probe) may be se- 
rious.' 

"You said, 'Lou, I understand it is 
strictly technical and I don't think 
you have anything to worry about.' 
Now, if you remember I kept caution-
ing you. I said. 'Abe, don't do it be-
cause I do not want to embarrass you 
in any way whatsoever'' 

In the conversation Fortes at first 
said he could not remember these dis-
cussions, then he finally said, "That is 
right" 

Fortis then said the Nixon adminis-
tration was plotting to get him off the 
court because Sen. Strom Thurmond 
(B-S.C.) had been promised that he 
could designate a replacement for For- 
tes on the high court, 

(President Nixon later did nominate 
Clement F. Maynsworth Jr„ a federal 
judge from South Carolina to fill the 
vacancy but the Senate rejected the 
nomination.) 

"The real truth about this was that 
they were bound and determined to 
get me," Fortes said, "becasise of my 
association with 'Johnson. I will not 
tell you of all the background of this. 
The fact that they—what happened 
was that this thing provided an ele- 
ment of vulnerability. 

''But that's all. They were going to 
get me. They had the place promised. 
They had it promised—Nixon had it 
promised to Thurmond." 

Wolfson went on to discuss a letter 
he wrote Fortes just before. going to 
prison: 

"That was -the only time I ever 

asked you for one thing—in April I 
wrote you a letter — of 1969. You 
recall? I think April 18 and I said, 
'Abe, I want you to do something for 
me,' if you recall. I said, 'I cannot go 
to prison right now; if you could do 
anything to get me a presidential par-
don—have President Johnson call Mr. 
Nixon.' That Is the only thing I have 
ever asked you to do for me." 

The Justice Department never ob-
tained this 1969 letter because corres- 
pondence between the two men was 
subpoenaed only for the years 1964 to 
1968. 

The conversation then shifted to a 
meeting five years earlier between 
the two men when Fortes had just be-
come a member of the court and 
Wolfson had just learned he was in se-
rious trouble with the SEC. Fortes 
was sworn in Oct 4, I965. 	I 

At this Oct. 23, 1985, meeting at For-
tes' house the foundation deal was 
consummated. 

Wolfson: "I went there and you 
said, 'Lou, I would like to be a con-
sultant on the foundation. I think I 
can give it the time and I would like 
to do it.' 

"That was the first time you ever 
made a commitment that you were 
willing to do it. All other times you 
never made a comraitment. 

"When you made a Commitment, I 
said, 'Abe, I learned for the first time 
that this thing could be serious. I had 
a meeting with attorneys and the peo-
pie with my company for the first 
time. This thing may be serious.' " 

Then Fortes, who was having a hard 
time getting a word in, turned to the 
correspondence. 

"Lou, my friend, will you listen to 
me just a minute? .. . If you release 
these letters—the correspondence be-
tween you and me, some of which was 
private. If you release those, I tell you 
that you will inadvertently and unwit-
tingly be doing me harm." 

"I would not hurt you," Wolfson re-
sponded. "I would not hurt anyone." 

"I know you won't, Lou. I am just 
telling you that I know this situation 
intimately. It will be doing me great 
harm. Now, my friend, I put it all on 
me—it will be doing me great harm 
and in my heart I know that you will 
disregard what I am about to say—but 
it will also do you harm. 

"Things. are quiet now and I have 
reached a point where I think  I can 
resume my life. The release of these . 
letters — you see when you release 
that handwritten—"Why did Fortes 
write Lou Wolfson a handwritten 
letter? He must have done it because 
he wanted to hide something.' 

"I think the reason—I don't remem-
ber why I did it .. . I wrote a lot of 
letters by hand. I may have written it 
because I did not want it to get in my 
files or anybody's files because it was 
such a personal thing to you that I 
was writing." 

The handwritten letter was dated  

May 17, IMO, and in it Fortes urged 
Wolfson not to resign as chairman of 
the board of Merritt-Chapman and 
Scott, a marine salvage and construc-
tion firm, according to the transcript. 

Fortes was then a member of the 
court and his former law firm was 
representing Wolfson in the SEC in-
vestigation involving that company. 

Fortes continued: "I was writing to 
you from my heart, saying to you, 
'Lou, for God'e sake, do not resign at 
this time. " 

"And I took your advice," Wolfson 
said. 

". . . But don't you see, Lou, how 
terrible that looks?" Fortes asked. 
Then Fortes said the news media 
would misuse the information. "They 
are crooked, they are dirty, they are-
al' they care about la themselves." 

Wolfson then brought out the book-
let he planned to release in two days. 

The transcript indicates there was a 
letter of July 22, 1965, in which Wolf-
son offered financial assistance to 
Fortes if he took a Supreme Court ap-
pointment from his old friend, Presi-
dent Johnson. 

At the time Fortas had told Wolfson 
that he was not going to accept the 
Supreme Court nomination because of 
the financial sacrifice. But six days 
later President Johnson announced 
Fortas' appointment. 

Fortes and Wolfson then started go-
' ing through the booklet and Fortas 

found the letters offering financial as-
alstance. 

"Your offers of financial assistance, 
..." Fortes said, but he was cut off. 

"Those letters," said Wolfson. "In 
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t of th

e p
ages."

 
"Y

ou can't do that," F
ortes said. 

"W
hy?" 

"
It w

ill ap
p

ear th
at som

eth
in

g is 
m

issing." 
S

o W
olfson

 agreed
 to red

o th
e en

-
tire b

ook
let an

d
 F

ortes gave h
im

 th
e 

p
ages to rem

ove—
th

ose n
u

m
b

ered
 96 

through 108. 

F
ortes fou

n
d

 som
eth

iig else in
 th

e 
b

ook
let h

e d
id

n
't lik

e. "
L

ou
, from

 
you

r p
oin

t of view
, If r m

ay F
?1,3f 

that is a bad headline." 
"A

llright," W
olfson repliefft 

"
A

s w
ell as m

y p
oin

t,of view
,"

 F
or- 

tas added. 	
, 

N
ext F

ortes b
rou

gh
t u

p
 a Ju

n
e 15, 

1966, m
eetin

g w
ith

 W
olfson

 at W
olf-

son's thoroughbred racehorse farm
 in 

O
cala, F

la. 	
. . 

"
1 h

ave said
 an

d
 I b

elieve it to b
e 

tru
e th

at it is ju
st so rem

ark
ab

le th
at 

during that visit at O
cala you did not 

d
iscu

ss th
e S

E
C

 p
rob

lem
s w

ith
 m

e. 
Y

ou didn't," F
ortes said. 

"W
eil, I tell you I did, A

be." 
"Y

ou did? 	
. T

h
at's n

iy fau
I0 rec- 

ollection." 
"

A
n

d
 I said

, 'I am
 'very con

cern
ed

 
about this.' A

nd you said, (L
ou

, I still 
th

in
k

 a tech
n

ical m
atter an

d
 I h

ave 
n

ot ch
an

ged
 m

y op
in

ion
 an

d
 I h

ave 
not heard anything different." 	

•
 
'
 

"
T

h
is is n

ot a good
 th

in
g from

 m
y 

p
oin

t of view
 b

u
t if it h

ap
p

en
ed

, it 
. h

aP
P

d
n

ed
 ... Y

ou
 h

ave a b
etter m

em
-

ory than I have on this." 
A

t an
oth

er m
eetin

g It tu
rn

ed
, ou

t 
that F

ortas and W
olfson discussecillie 

tw
o indictm

ents of W
olfson. "T

hatris 
b

ad
 for m

e,"
 F

ortes ad
d

ed
. H

e th
en

 
p

roceed
ed

 to rew
rite m

u
ch

 of W
O

,  
son's press statem

ent and cut it &
W

u 
w

ith
 statem

en
ts su

ch
 as "

th
is is ab

ed
 

sen
ten

ce"
 an

d
 "

su
p

p
ose you

 cu
t th

at 
sentence" and "just cut the w

hole par-
agraph." 

A
s the m

eeting approached the end, 
F

ortes got an assurance that W
olfso

n 
w

ould not tell th
e press ,the details •of 

their m
eeting. 

F
ortes said

 h
e h

ad
 w

an
ted

 to h
ave 

m
ore contact W

ith W
olfson. "t could 

have hurt you by seeing you . . , but, I 
w

rote you
 th

is letter w
h

en
 you

 w
en

t 
to p

rison
 an

d
 I w

ord
ed

 it very care-
fu

lly an
d

 very d
iscreetly—

I h
ad

 to 
w

rite you
. M

y h
eart w

as fu
ll of grief 

an
d

 affection
 .. . all in

 m
y h

eart —
I'd 

give an
yth

in
g to p

rotect L
ou

 W
olf-

so
n

."
 • 


