
Dear Jim, 	
81/10/75 

Following our discussion Ylyod has been following the interest he developed in the Forrestal cage. Bs has come up with - sit tight as artoile by Buie. 
Hew Amzrican .ZercurY 12/50. 
The copy he brehc7ht ma in hardlt suitable for duplication. 
It is unclear in some places, like a poor Apace copy. In other places the material in the gutter of the bound magazine is not visible. 
It is, however, the Hula I know, the Huie you want to know better, the Hide it will not comfort that "liberal "Memphis judge to known. 
If you cannot arrange to get better co;los, as I would think alike can arrange, I'll lend you this ane. 
There are some obvious comments I have no reluctance in making. This is Lois the coldest of the cold warriors. Huie the anti-Semite. 
"They" killed Forrestal because he was so perceptively anti-red. 
le did bey the elections, as I recalled rep,rting. Forrestal, that is. The patriot beset by the subversives led by Truman. 
The rest, the attitude, the honesty, the politics, the reasoning I'd rather have you see for yourself. This is the Huie 001950. 
If you can have clear copies made I'd like three, please, for which I'll repay yousOne for me, one for the Whites and one for a Jew in hemphie. 
I suggest that you consider that the fact that huie would even write for the Mercury of that period has significance. 
While I've gone through this only once, in haste, I also suaeat that if you read it with care you'll get a better idea of the mind of the man. 

neat, 
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644 	 THE NEW  AMERICAN MERCURY 

could not be visited by his own 
priest? 
The American people can ex-

pect some of the truth within the 
next few months. Unless the Ad-
ministration can prevent it, there 
will be a Congressional investiga-
tion. There will be publication 
of such of the Forrestal papers as 
can be wrested from a Defense 
Department now headed by Gen-
eral George C. Marshall. Mean-
while, this most recent evidence 
gathered by The Mercury may be 
helpful. 

The Communists, both Ameri-
can and European, had good rea-
son to hare Jim Forrestal: he 
hated them. He emerged from the 
Second War dedicated to the de-
struction of Communism. He had 
opposed every concession to bring 
Russia into the war against 
Japan. He fought General Mar-
shall's effort to force Chiang Kai-
shek to coalesce with the Chinese 
Communists. He battled those 
men in the State Department who 
tried to give the Mediterranean 
to Russia. Forrestal sat up nights 
figuring ways to fight Commu-
nists. And he was not only will-
ing to fight them fairly: he was 
willing to fight their way. 

In December, 1947, when 
France was paralyzed by a gen-
eral transportation strike, For-
restal summoned his most trusted 
friends to Washington. He told 

• ---.  

them that necessity clemm:  
the  use of dollars in Eurue+-. 
bribes. He explained that he. 
spent all of the Defense  
meat s "non-voucherable 	. as well as much of hi, 
money, and that more w.1■ 11,-.. His friendsproduced Ssoe 
mediately; the money wae, 
that night to Paris by an 	• 
can intelligence officer 3ind • 
next day to a prominent ce,;: ',z  
nist leader. The strike 
within twelve hours. 

During the Italian electieim. 
the Spring of 19.1S, 1.„.  ' 
acted in the same forthri gilt 
ner. We have taken trinkle e . 
for our parr in that first 
victory of the West over the  I:, 
We prayed, we wrote Later, 
sent food, we promised 
the Italians — and our side  
But we might have lost had . 
Forrestal spent private fend, . 
his own responsibility. 

When the Italian campaign :A.., 
hottest, he again summone,i 
friends. He warned that the el:, 
tion would be lost 
were used to overmatch Itc,i r.a, 
ments to Italian prup.ip.m.in t  
His friendsproduced, in one  
upwards of $too,000 in cash, . 
this was carried by a New 1', •. 
attorney and paid our in the met 
effective manner. 

Before he permitted largeelollsr 
contributions to the De Gasp, 
campaign fund, Forrestal recene! 

UNTOLD FACTS IN T 

rro fnice that never, under any 
ef..aaest.inces, would De Gasperi 

:How Communists in his govern- 
. -.It This was at a time when 

:ijle
lnac evs of 

advocating 
toiur ovnggaceoranlmitieonnt 

t_,mimunisrs in China. 
A licit the Defense Secretary 
.::eininded that he might suffer 

< c consequences if his activi-
w ere made public, he replied : 
,„•i worry about that. These 

- times that demand personal 
I tin ready to take any con-

this act
fin
inoan;: 

'? 	ldtriun w finance, For- 
I 	employed deception. 

rir had no authority to give 
tiaencan tanks to the Italians, 
er he was, with authority, ship-

,, tanks  to Greece. He, there-
arranged for freighters 

,le,1 with Greece-bound tanks 
, 	at Naples, and while 

ships were "refueling," 
vicrecan troops in civilian 
,,,tiles "broke in" the tanks by 
ti ring them down Italian streets 

en parades with Italian soldiers, 
giving the impression that 

Ise tanks had been delivered to 

After the election a Cardinal 
tken residing in Rome declared: 

The Communists blame Mr: 
:4restal for this defeat. They 
bare marked him as their No. 
,-.ecn:K. He understands them -too 

"Sith activities by the Defense" 

HE FORREST. 

Secretary wet 
American peo 
well known et 
in Washingtoi 
hated and pl 
testa' because 
they are weak 
of their own tr. 
them that tv .  
game of just, 
ends. 

A complete 
phase of Fort 
activity will I 
and it will al: 
the "sadistic s 
tack on him. 

While the 
plotting his p 
physical, dea 
curred the ha 
Zionists. Acco 
the Zionists "t 
apparent with: 
oil of the Near 
quirements of 
Palestine." 

Forrestal ex t 
in a letter: "If 
Wester%eiviliz 
the Briin an 
must have. fit 
Eastern oil. T1 
ever,unpleasan 
there, is a cri: 
marine;  we do 
and drown a tl 
order to save 
tlairds. I ain int 
justice in Pale 

s 
4' 

.e. 
14.4',,,k''1014,Zi-;4;.  

."" 	• 
44  

• . 
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restal because he hit them where 
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A complete report on this 
phase of Forrestal's tremendous 
activity will be instructive . . :• 
and it will also explain some of 
the "sadistic savagery" of the at-
tack on him. 

While the Communists were 
plotting his political, if not his 
physical, death, Forrestal in-
curred the hatred of American 
Zionists. According to the Nation, 
the Zionists "deplored Forrestal's 
apparent willingness to place the 
oil of the Near East above the re-
quirements of political justice in 
Palestine." 

Forrestal explained his position 
in a letter: "If we are to safeguard 
Western civilization in this crisis, 
the British and American fleets 
must have free access to Near 
Eastern oil. That is a fact, how-
ever unpleasant it may be. When 
there is a crisis aboard a sub-
marine, we close bulkhead doors 
and drown a third of the crew in 
order to save the other two-
thirds. I am interested in political 
justice in Palestine, but this in- 

American op e, 
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paign, but F

or-
restal w

as engaged in a cam
paign 

ag
ain

st th
e K

rem
lin

. It w
as th

e 
y
ear o

f th
e Italian

 electio
n
s, th

e 
F

ren
ch

 strik
es, th

e co
n

tin
u

in
g

 
u

n
ificatio

n
 b

attle, th
e B

erlin
 

b
lo

ck
ad

e. F
o

rrestal, w
ith

 h
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id

; so
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 
becam

e the candidate of the M
is-

souri G
ang for D

efense S
ecretary. 

T
he day after T

rum
an's inaugu-

ratio
n
 in

 1
9
4
9
, th

e cam
p
aig

n
 to

 
ger F

orrestal" w
as throw

n into 
rig

h
 g

ear. T
h
e co

u
n
try

 h
as sel-

dom
 seen its like. T

he C
om

m
u-

n
ists, th

e "id
eo

lo
g

ical lib
ertar-

ian
s," th

e M
isso

u
ri G

an
g
 an

d
 

the colum
nists m

anned the m
ud 

buckets. 
F

orrestal w
as accused of having 

d
efrau

d
ed

 th
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 a 

ta
x
 ca

se. 
H

e w
as, o

f co
u

rse, a 
F

ascist, a w
arm

o
n
g
er, a racist, 

a bedfellow
 of I. G

. F
arben and 

the G
erm

an cartelists, he bathed 
in

 o
il —

 N
ear E

astern
 v

ariety
 -

and he sm
irked over the m

urder 
o

f Jew
ish

 b
ab

ies b
y

 A
rab

s. H
e 

w
as a renegade C

atholic; and, as 
a clim

ax
, P

earso
n
 rep

o
rted

 th
at 

h
e w

as a p
erso

n
al co

w
ard

, th
at 

he had once abandoned his w
ife to 

burglars and run out of the back 
of the house. 

A
t the height of the cam

paign 
a N

ew
 Y

ork publicity agent w
as 

heard reassuring a client: "D
on't 

.2
 

w
o

rry
: th

at so
n

o
fab

itch
'll crack

 , 
u
p
 in

 th
irty

 d
ay

s. H
e can

't cak
e 

w
h

at w
e're d

ish
in

g
 o

u
t to

 h
im

." 
W

hy w
as it necessary for them

 
to

 d
iscred

it F
o

rrestal? H
e h

ad
 



S
 

ten
d
ered

 th
e cu

sto
m

ary
 resig

n
a-

tio
n
 to

 T
ru

m
an

.W
h
y
 d

id
n
't T

ru-
m

an 
m

an just _accept his resignation? 
- T

h
e
re

 a
re

 tw
o
 ..e

x
p
la

n
a
tio

n
s. 

In
 th

e
 first p

la
c
e
, T

ru
m

a
n

 h
a
d

 
frig

h
ten

ed
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 b

y
 v

acillat-
in

g
. W

h
en

 F
o
rrestal h

ad
 v

isited
 

T
ru

m
an

 after th
e in

au
g
u
ratio

n
, 

expecting to be fired, T
rum

an had 
su

rp
rised

 h
im

 b
y
 say

in
g
: "Jim

, 
I w

a
n
t y

o
u
 to

 sta
y
 w

ith
 - m

e. I 
k

n
o

w
 w

h
at y

o
u

're d
o

in
g

, an
d

 I 
w

an
t y

o
u
 to

 stay
 o

n
 an

d
 co

m
p
lete 

th
e jo

b
. Y

o
u
 h

av
e m

y
 co

m
p
lete 

su
p
p
o
rt." 

T
ru

m
an

 k
ep

t stallin
g

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 

d
u
rin

g
 Jan

u
ary

 an
d
 F

eb
ru

ary
, an

d
 

th
e
re

 w
a
s o

n
e
 b

itte
r n

ig
h
t fo

r 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 w
h
en

 h
e 

w
as co

n
v

in
ced

 th
at T

ru
m

an
, lik

e 
R

o
o
sev

elt, h
ad

 b
etray

ed
 h

im
 an

d
 

th
at h

e w
o

u
ld

n
't g

et th
e jo

b
. 

S
o
, in

 th
e first p

lace, F
o
rrestal 

h
ad

 to
 b

e d
iscred

ited
 in

 o
rd

er to
 

sa
fe

g
u

a
rd

 th
e
 jo

b
 fo

r Jo
h
n
so

n
; 

an
d
, in

 th
e seco

n
d
 p

lace, h
e h

ad
 

to
 b

e d
iscred

ited
 in

 o
rd

er to
 m

ak
e 

it "p
o

litically
 safe" fo

r T
ru

m
an

 
• to

 fire h
im

. In
 p

resen
t-d

ay
 p

o
li-

tics y
o
u
 can

't fire a m
an

 w
ith

o
u
t 

first m
alig

n
in

g
 h

im
. 

U
n
d
er d

ifferen
t circu

m
stan

ces 
F

o
rre

sta
l p

ro
b
a
b
ly

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

h
av

e b
een

 u
p
set b

y
 v

itu
p
eratio

n
. 

B
u
t h

e w
as n

o
w

 a d
ed

icated
 m

an
; 

h
e w

as em
o

tio
n

ally
 in

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 

h
is cru

sad
e to

 m
ak

e th
is co

u
n

try
 

stro
n
g
. H

e reg
ard

ed
 T

ru
m

an
 an

d
 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 as p

o
litical o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ists, 

n
eith

er o
f w

h
o
m

 w
o
u
ld

 h
esitate 

6
 S

 	
• 	

N
tiV

 	
'11.  

4 	
T

u
n
_
 	

A
N

T
E

 IC
A

N
-'1

fR
IL

C
D

E
T

 

T
O

 trim
 sail in

 an
 ad

v
en

t. Al a.!, 
H

e d
id

n
't b

eliev
e th

at tith
e: 

m
an

 o
r Jo

h
n
so

n
 u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 :- 

realities o
f th

e w
o
rld

 co
n
fu

e.  
H

e had dedicated him
self to te; 

in
g
 to

 
increase 

this countr%
 • 

arm
ed

 fo
rce; h

e h
ad

 d
efied

 I: - 
pressure groups; and he tele q

e  
correctly, that T

rum
an led J 

so
n
 w

o
u
ld

 y
ield

 to
 th

e 1
-ree- • 

g
ro

u
p
s an

d
 actu

ally
 desriaJt 

country's arm
ed force. 

T
his, of course, is exactl 

T
rum

an and Johnson did 
F

o
rrestal w

as d
estro

y
ed

 —
 

this is the essence of the F
.Ire: 

trag
ed

y
. 

T
he conflict raged throu:'• 

n
ary

, F
eb

ru
ary

 an
d
 M

an
ee - 

b
y

 th
e m

id
d

le o
f Jan

u
ary

. 
restal's friends had begun ng!:: 
back. T

hey spent $31,...00 
to counteract the W

inchell-P
ie 

so
n
 cam

p
aig

n
. 

F
o
rrestal's frien

d
s also

 
to divide 

divide the pressure group, 
N

ational A
ssociation for ere 

vancem
ent of C

olored P
eoph 

been brought in against F
ore.: 

w
ith

 W
alter W

h
ite ch

arg
e: 

th
e D

efen
se S

ecretary
 b

e 
lay

ed
 th

e en
d

 o
f seg

reg
ate: 

th
e arm

ed
 fo

rces." T
o
 c

a
r
: 

this, the U
rban L

eague, ..ne• 
o
rg

an
izatio

n
 aid

in
g
 th

e 
::• ■ 

o
f N

eg
ro

es, cam
e v

ig
o
ro

a ,,  

F
o
rrestal's d

efen
se. T

h
e I 

L
eag

u
e h

ad
 assisted

 F
o
rm

:: 
com

batting C
om

m
unism

 
N

egroes on our ships. 

U
N

T
O

L
D

 P
A

C
T

S
 IN

 T
E

T
E

 F
O

R
R

E
S

T
A

L
 C

A
S

E
 	

649 

.yeces of S
t. P

atrick in N
ew

 Y
ork to arm

 A
m

erica against the S
oviet 

au S
r. P

atrick's D
ay. 	

th
reat. W

h
en

 h
e w

en
t to

 F
lo

rid
a 

A
t th

e S
c. P

atrick
's D

ay
 d

in
n
er, it w

as w
ith

 th
e u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 

zletd
itial S

p
ellm

an
, lau

d
in

g
 F

o
r- th

at h
e w

o
u
ld

 b
eco

m
e ed

ito
r o

f 
A

real, 
 

'v
en

t to
 th

e u
n
u
su

al ex
ten

t th
e 

S
u

n
 

after h
is recu

p
eratio

n
. 

	

en
d

o
rsin

g
 u

n
iv

ersal m
ilitary

 	
O

n
 A

p
ril first F

o
rre

sta
l a

t- 
am

:lg
. If th

e D
efen

se S
ecretary

, ten
d

ed
 th

e m
am

m
o

th
 sw

earin
g

-in
 

ite  C
ard

in
al said

 in
 effect, b

e- cerem
o
n
ies fo

r Jo
h
n
so

n
. H

e w
ep

t 
1
--its th

at th
is m

easu
re is n

eces- o
p
en

ly
. T

h
e P

resid
en

t in
sisted

 o
n
 

lers in
 th

is g
rav

e h
o
u
r, th

en
 h

e d
eco

ratin
g
 h

im
 —

 an
d
 F

o
rrestal 

IA
; m

y support. 	
w

e
p

t w
h

ile
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n

t w
a
s 

F
o

rrestal s ad
d

ress w
as a sad

 p
in

n
in

g
 o

n
 th

e m
ed

al, fo
r h

e co
n

-
d
r. fo

r after ten
 w

eek
s o

f su
ch

 
sidered th

e g
estu

re an
 in

su
lt. H

e 
%

Se-  tin
g
 h

e w
as a fad

in
g
 m

an
. w

alk
ed

 b
ack

 w
ith

 A
d
m

iral D
en

-
N

cu
an

 h
ad

 d
em

an
d
ed

 h
is resig

- feld
, w

eep
in

g
, an

d
 h

e to
ld

 th
e 

'v
an

tk
w

ith
in

 fo
rty

-eig
h
t h

o
u
rs. A

d
m

iral th
at h

e w
as g

o
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 

W
an

ted
 th

e resig
n
atio

n
 to

 b
e to

 F
lo

rid
a to

 p
lay

 so
m

e g
o
lf. 

	

first, b
u

t h
e w

an
ted

 it 	
O

n A
pril fifth, there w

as a tele- 
. 

R
e sp

o
n
sib

le p
u
b
lish

ers tried
 to

 
e
 to

 
F

o
rrestal's aid

. E
u
g
en

e 
„. m
i

ce d
ro

p
p
ed

 P
earso

n
's an

ti-
fperestal colum

ns from
 the W

ash-
m

to
n

 P
ast. 

b
e
e
a
u
se

 F
o
rre

sta
l h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

flared in
 a C

ath
o
lic h

o
m

e, th
en

 
el,' drifted aw

ay from
 the church 

see ! m
arried

 a d
iv

o
rcee, h

e w
as 

attack
ed

 as a "ren
eg

ad
e C

a rh
o
-

e• - T
he office of C

ardinal S
pell-

a
n, w

hich perhaps had not been 
o
tirely

 u
n
aw

are o
f F

o
rrestal's 

reective efforts in E
urope, rallied 

to
 h

is d
efen

se. T
o

 sh
o

w
 th

at th
e 

..h
'th

 b
ack

ed
 F

o
rrestal, it w

as 
rst p

la
n
n
e
d
 to

 a
w

a
rd

 h
im

 a
n
 

saoorary degree at F
ordham

, but 
tits co

u
ld

n
't b

e d
o

n
e u

n
til M

ay
, 

ie
d

 F
o

rre
sta

l n
e
e
d

e
d

 h
e
lp

 in
 

arch. S
o it w

as hastily arranged 
.52l him

 to
 ad

d
ress th

e F
rien

d
ly

 

in
 h

an
d

 w
ith

in
 fo

rty
-eig

h
t h

o
u

rs. 
F

o
rrestal's first d

ecisio
n
 w

as to
 

state h
is case in

 a lo
n
g
 letter an

d
 

release 
it 

to
 th

e
 p

re
ss, a

n
d

 h
e
 

ask
ed

 h
is ad

v
isers in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
to

 p
rep

are su
ch

 a letter. T
h

en
 h

e 
changed his m

ind and dictated his 
o
w

n
 b

rief resig
n
atio

n
. 

D
u
rin

g
 M

a
rc

h
 F

o
rre

sta
l a

p
-

p
eared

 d
azed

 an
d
 d

ep
ressed

. H
is 

frien
d

s th
o

u
g

h
t h

e m
ig

h
t h

av
e 

b
een

 d
ru

g
g

ed
. H

e talk
ed

 sad
ly

 
ab

o
u

t h
o

w
 A

m
erica w

as g
o

in
g

 
th

e w
ay

 o
f F

ran
ce; h

e p
red

icted
 

th
at A

m
erican

 tro
o
p
s w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

fig
h

tin
g

 w
ith

in
 a y

ear. 
H

e
 sh

o
w

e
d

 in
te

re
st w

h
e
n

 
frien

d
s d

iscu
ssed

 w
ith

 h
im

 th
e 

p
ro

p
o

sed
 p

u
rch

ase o
f th

e N
ew

 
Y

o_rk 
S

u
n

. It 
w

as th
eir p

lan
 to

 
m

ak
e h

im
 ed

ito
r o

f th
e 

S
u

n
 so

 
th

at h
e co

u
ld

 co
n
tin

u
e h

is fig
h
t 
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T
-H

E
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E
W

 dbsE
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A
N
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E

R
C

U
R
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U
N

T
O

L
D

 F
A

C
T

S
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E

E
 P

O
R

R
E

S
T

A
L

 C
A

S
E

 	
6
5
i 

phone call from
 F

erdinand E
bef-

stadt in W
ashington to R

obert A
. 

L
o
v
ett in

 H
o
b
e S

o
u
n
d
, F

lo
rid

a. 
M

r. E
berstadt reported that F

ora 
restal w

as ill. 
"Is he very ill?' ' M

r. L
ovett in-

quired. 
"H

e
 is v

e
ry

, v
e
ry

 ill, M
r. 

E
berstadt replied. 
F

o
u
r h

o
u
rs later, ju

st at d
u
sk

, 
th

e b
ig

 A
ir F

o
rce C

o
n
stellatio

n
, 

the D
ew

 D
rop, circled and landed 

at a sm
all, d

eserted
 field

 n
ear 

H
obe S

ound. W
aiting w

as a sin-
g
le au

to
m

o
b
ile in

 w
h
ich

 w
ere 

M
r. an

d
 M

rs. L
o
v
ett an

d
 M

rs. 
F

o
rrestal. T

h
e d

o
o
r o

f th
e air-

plane w
as opened, the sm

all lad-
der dropped. 

-
I looked up there and saw

 him
 

standing in the door," M
r. L

ovett 
recalls, "and he looked so klitiful. 
H

e w
as alone. A

nd he didn t look 
lik

e th
e m

an
 I h

ad
 k

n
o
w

n
 at all. 

H
e looked like a little, o

ld
 Irish- 

', 	
m

an
. H

is ey
es w

ere su
n
k
, an

d
 I 

co
u
ld

n
't see h

is u
p
p
er lip

. A
s h

e 
cam

e stum
bling dow

n that ladder 
I reached up and caught him

 un-
der the arm

s. - 
A

fter h
e h

ad
 g

reeted
 th

e tw
o
 

w
o
m

en
, F

o
rrestal sto

o
d
 u

n
d
er 

th
e tail o

f th
e airp

lan
e an

d
 to

ld
 

M
r. L

o
v
ett th

at "th
ey

" h
ad

 g
o
t-

ten
 h

im
, th

at h
e w

as b
ein

g
 fo

l-
lo

w
ed

, th
at h

is telep
h
o
n
es w

ere 
tap

p
ed

, an
d
 h

e b
ro

k
e in

to
 tears 

a
s h

e
 sa

id
: "T

h
e
y
're

 g
o
in

g
 to

 
catch us unprepared, B

ob; A
m

er-
ica is g

o
in

g
 th

e w
ay

 o
f F

ran
ce." 

D
u
rin

g
 th

e ev
en

in
g
 h

e w
as 

quiet, but next day he w
as w

orse.  
M

r. L
o
v
ett telep

h
o
n
ed

 W
ash

-
in

g
to

n
 an

d
 F

o
rrestal's p

erso
n
al 

atto
rn

ey
, Jo

h
n
 C

ah
ill, o

f N
ew

 
Y

ork, arrived w
ith D

r. W
illiam

 
M

e
n
n
in

g
e
r a

n
d
 D

r. 
G

eorge 
i 

R
aines. T

he illness w
as diagnose:: 

as "o
ccu

p
atio

n
al fatig

u
e," an

..! 
F

o
rrestal w

as retu
rn

ed
 to

 B
e-

thesda N
aval H

ospital. 
Just W

hat happened during the 
seven w

eeks F
orrestal w

as at B
e-

thesda m
ay never be know

n, but 
h
ere are a few

 o
f th

e strati ee, 
hum

an, and tragic developm
ents. 

F
o
rrestal, in

 h
is i6

th
 flo

o
r 

suite, spent m
ost of his tim

e en-
tirely alone. M

rs. F
orrestal 

fo
r E

u
ro

p
e o

n
 A

p
ril n

th
. 

T
w

o of the persons w
ho visicel 

the hospital and w
ho w

ere m
ot 

interested in F
orrestal 

w
ere h

is 
o
ld

er b
ro

th
er, H

en
ry

 F
o
rrestal. 

of B
eacon, N

. Y
., and M

onseignoe 
M

aurice S
. S

heehy, of C
atholic 

U
niversity, W

ashington. H
enry 

F
o
rrestal liv

es at th
e F

o
rrestal 

h
o
m

e p
lace an

d
 is a h

ig
h
ly

 re-
spected citizen. F

ather S
heehy -, 

N
avy chaplain, w

as one of Jim
 

F
orrestal's closest friends. 
E

arly
 in

 5
9
4
9
, F

o
rrestal 

tih._'
asked F

ather S
heehy, along w

ith 
H

enry F
orrestal, to help him

 re-
tu

rn
 to

 th
e C

th
o
lic C

h
u
rch

. e. 
facilitate th

is retu
rn

, so
m

e 
In-

v
estig

atio
n
 had to be m

ade into 
M

rs. F
orrestal's previous divorce, 

and this investigation w
as code 

M
r. F

o
rre

sta
l: "Y

e
s, h

e
 h

a
s 

ask
ed

 to
 see th

e F
ath

er sev
eral 

tim
es. A

nd, of course, he w
ill." 

O
n
 M

ay
 lo

th
, lath

 an
d
 iath

, 
H

en
ry

 F
o
rrestal ag

ain
 v

isited
 

the hospital. M
eanw

hile, F
ather 

.S
h
eeh

y
 h

ad
 v

isited
 th

e h
o
sp

ital 
six

 tim
es, each tim

e asking to be 
allow

ed to see F
orrestal and each 

tim
e being denied perm

ission by 
C

aptain R
aines. 

H
en

ry
 F

o
rrestal co

n
fro

n
ted

 
C

aptain R
aines and requested an 

explanation. C
aptain R

aines, ac-
co

rd
in

g
 to

 M
r. F

o
rrestal, ad

-
m

itted that F
orrestal had asked to 

see the priest. B
ut C

aptain R
aines 

w
anted the priest to w

ait. 
"H

o
w

 
lo

n
g
 
d
o
 y

o
u
 w

an
t to

 
w

ait, d
o
cto

r?'' ' M
r. F

o
rre

sta
l 

ask
ed

. "W
e 

have 
w

aited
 fiv

e 
w

eeks. D
elays in such cases can 

b
e d

an
g
ero

u
s. H

av
e y

o
u
 ev

er 
h
eard

 o
f a case w

h
ere b

ein
g
 v

i-
sited

 b
y
 a clerg

y
m

an
 h

as h
u
rt a 

m
an?" 
F

ath
er S

h
eeh

y
, w

h
o
 is b

u
ilt 

along the lines of a N
otre D

am
e 

fullback, is no m
an to be put off 

easily. A
fter argum

ents w
ith C

ap-
tain

 R
ain

es, F
ath

er S
h
eeh

y
 g

o
t 

th
e im

p
ressio

n
 th

at 
R

ain
es 

w
as 

under som
e sort of orders in the 

case, so he w
ent to John L

. S
ulli-

van, S
ecretary of the N

avy. S
ulli-

v
an

 called
 D

r. R
ain

es an
d
 w

as 
assured that F

ather S
heehy could 

see the patient -
in

 tim
e." 

H
enry F

orrestal w
as also deter-

m
in

ed
 to

 o
b
tain

 h
is b

ro
th

er's 

.elucted by H
enry F

orrestal. 
F

orrestal w
as  ad

m
itted

 to
 th

e 
hospital by C

aptain B
. W

. H
ogan, 

and 
C

ap
tain

 H
o
g
an

 n
o
ted

 th
at 

Forrestal insisted on being listed 
as a C

ath
o
lic. H

is first req
u
est 

w
as to

 see F
ath

er S
h
eeh

y
. T

h
is 

req
u
est w

as n
o
ted

 b
y
 C

ap
tain

 
H

ogan
, b

u
t fo

r reaso
n
s n

o
t y

et 
ex

p
lain

ed
, C

ap
tain

 R
ain

es, th
e 

p
sy

ch
iatrist in

 ch
arg

e, refu
sed

 

th
is A

p
ril z 

is request.  zth, H
enry F

orrestal 
v
isited

 th
e h

o
sp

ital an
d
 talk

ed
 

w
ith his brother as w

ell as w
ith 

C
aptains H

ogan and R
aines. 

'Jim
 looked m

uch better than 
I expected," H

enry F
orrestal re-

calls. "H
is eyes seem

ed clear; he 
w

as sharp and incisive. H
e told 

m
e: 	

b
e all rig

h
t. W

e'll p
u
ll 

o
u
t o

f th
is.' " 

W
hat w

orried H
enry F

orrestal 
w

as the confinem
ent in B

ethesda. 
H

e 
to

ld
 C

ap
tain

s H
o
g
an

 an
d
 

R
aines: "W

hat m
y brother needs 

is not to be cooped up up there on 
the i6th floor. H

e needs to be on 
an

 estate so
m

ew
h
ere, am

o
n
g
 

friends, w
here he can w

alk around 
in

 th
e su

n
. H

e h
as b

een
 an

 ex
-

ceedingly active m
an." 

M
r. F

o
rrestal ask

ed
 C

ap
tain

 
R

ain
es: "Is m

y
 b

ro
th

er fu
n
d
a-

jas
tsenwtalerled

:  
y
.o.k.y.es

ay?"...C
aptain R

aines 

H
en

ry
 F

o
rrestal also

 to
ld

 th
e 

d
o
n
o
rs th

at h
is b

ro
th

er w
ish

ed
 

to.talk w
ith F

ather S
heehy. C

ap-
'n

 H
o
g
an

 rep
lied

, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 



release from Bethesda. He felt 
that if he could get Forrestal out 
in the sun, on some estate, and 
allow Father Sheehy to talk with 
him, that he would recover 
quickly. 

Father Sheehy, in opposing Dr. 
Raines, recalled statements by Dr. 
Jung to the effect that "out of 
-hundreds of patients there was 
not one whose problem in the 
last resort was not that of finding 
a religious outlook on life." And 

- again: "No patient has been 
really healed who did not regain 

-his religious outlook. 
For Sunday, May twenty-sec-

ond, Henry Forrestal had a travel 
reservation to Washington. He 
was going to make another effort 
to obtain his brother's release 
from Bethesda. 

But it was too late. At 1:45 
a. m. on Sunday, May twenty-
second, Jim Forrestal escaped 
from his sixteenth floor prison to 
his death. 

When he was buried in Ar-
lington, Truman declared: "This 
great American was as truly a 
casualty of the war as if he had 
died on the firing line." 

Father Sheehy declares: "Had 
I been allowed to see my friend, 

reliable medicine know', 
kind, he would be Ake :id,: 
His blood is on the he 	, , 
those who kept me trout 
him." 

Dr. Raines has nothiiie tit •, 
though a formal denian.1 
made on the Navy by 
Congress for an explanation 
why Forrestal was demo. 
comfort of his friend and 
adviser. 

Meanwhile, the peopl, 
United States have pa, ! 
for the political ei,p,.T  ;,. 
which destroyed Forre-4.11 
few years perhaps a tue.e, ,.. 
may be erected to him, 
suitable inscription miphs 

"Here lies a patriot vk h. • 
possessed vision. In a yet,  
crisis for his nation, wh,;. • - 
ocrity was enthroned ia 
ington, he stood forth 	,. • 
rate mind, a dedicate? 
an inspiring Rena is,,a nce 
who understood the rc.11.••. 
the world in which he !I. 
who, scorning ()minim ei; 
his energy, his mind. 
life." — WILLIAM ElltAill0; 

651. 	 TEE NEW AMERICAN MERCURY 

aim Forrestal, receive hill 
l ail in the Church, and put hi, einsi 

at ease with the oldest 311.1 m•• 

e 

by Robin 

rirl was a gove nment clerk, erarion. But 

	

to e 	vodka. 
:whop at his inkwell an cough- he is not a 

	

.ri 	( 
not even bil 

Loderground Man Model 2950 the chips (i 
*Ivy t tie, buys shoeshines, gets runs our on 

Ihry own up to this themselves, 
no urging. And they are not 

-,;it poor hut earnest students in 
tonuntic nineteenth century. 
t ion of poor but earnest stu-

.:.;31+, nor even bohemians using 
-•-nt wilds for punching bags in 
two .he-four curtainless, carpet-
sest aisecs and living on what a 
,,,,::•hred rat would disdain; not 
'n.11 threadbare government clerks 

way Dost vsky's original 

nrr ST AND three-deep in the his hair tr 
I r:iitown Manhattan  bars these washes hi, 

and in the corder bars in liquor, rol 
:.„-i e big city in America — look- cabs, keep  

Niudiously unhappy but re- to his bus 

. 
shaved and quite clear,. dough — e 1:;r+ are all, every suffering, sad- on (imagir 

ono of them, underground ispregnant 
that the in; 
serious. An 
that every 
up and pluc 
goodies an 
eryrhing b 
cleaned rec 
hired help; 
at has its 
thaAnt he 

He is twe 
thirty-rwo 
War ll's arts 
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