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R
ay's G

uilty P
lea C

alled Life M
aneuver 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 (U
PI) —

 Fam
ed trial law

yer Percy Fore-
m

an testified today he convinced Jam
es E

arl R
ay to plead 

g
u
ilty

 to
 th

e m
u
rd

er o
f M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr., tellin

g
 

h
im

 "th
ere is a little m

o
re th

an
 a 9

9
 p

ercen
t ch

an
ce o

f 
your receiving a death penalty" if the case w

ent to trial. 
F

orem
an told the H

ouse A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee he 
w

rote R
ay F

eb. 13, 1969 —
 seven m

onths after R
ay w

as 
caught in L

ondon and returned to M
em

phis —
 that "if I 

am
 able to save your life by negotiation w

ith the attorney 
general and the court, I w

ill consider it one of the great 
acco

m
p
lish

m
en

ts o
f m

y
 career in

 th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

." 
F

orem
an had handled som

e 1,000 m
urder cases up to 

that tim
e and only one of the defendants he represented 

w
as executed. 
H

e testified today as the com
m

ittee tried to learn bow
 

R
ay, a sm

all-tim
e crook w

ithout apparent funds, so expert-
ly

 escap
ed

 to
 E

u
ro

p
e after th

e K
in

g
 m

u
rd

er. 
F

orem
an said he w

rote R
ay there w

as "a 100 percent 
chance of a guilty verdict" if the case w

ent to trial, and "a 
little m

ore than a 99 percent chance of your receiving a 
d
eath

 p
en

alty
." 

R
ay, agreed to plead guilty M

arch 10, 1969, to a lesser 
charge of m

anslaughter and w
as sentenced to a 99-years at 

B
rushy M

ountain S
tate P

rison in T
ennessee. 

W
ith

in
 d

ay
s o

f h
is p

lea, h
o
w

ev
er, R

ay
 ch

an
g
ed

 h
is 

m
ind, said he had been poorly advised and fired F

orem
an. 

R
ay has since retained eight other law

yers in attem
pts to 

prove his claim
 of innocence in the A

pril 4, 1968, K
ing 

m
u
rd

er. 
C

hief C
ounsel G

. R
obert B

lakey called F
orem

an as a  

w
itness after staff investigators traced R

ay's m
ovem

ents 
follow

ing the M
em

phis m
urder to C

anada, E
ngland, P

or-
tu

g
al an

d
 b

ack
 to

 E
n

g
lan

d
 w

h
ere h

e w
as arrested

 in
 

L
ondon w

hile preparing to board an airliner for B
russels. 

Investigators w
ere unable to trace any underw

orld con-
tacts R

ay m
ay have had in C

anada in securing four sepa-
rate aliases —

 all of living C
anadians w

ho resem
bled R

ay 
—

 and tw
o C

anadian passports. 
S

im
ilarly, S

cotland Y
ard detectives said R

ay had no 
clo

se asso
ciates in

 E
n
g
lan

d
 an

d
 receiv

ed
 n

o
 fin

an
cial 

help from
 anyone there. 

B
lak

ey
 to

ld
 th

e co
m

m
ittee F

rid
ay

 th
at m

an
y
 p

eo
p
le 

w
onder how

 R
ay initially escaped capture in the K

ing 
death. 

"It h
as b

een
 rig

h
tly

 n
o
ted

 . . . th
at in

 o
th

er crim
in

al 
undertakings R

ay w
as m

arkedly inept w
hile in the assas-

sination and flight that follow
ed he show

ed cunning and 
resourcefulness," B

lakey said. 
F

urtherm
ore, he said, R

ay m
ay have com

m
itted arm

ed 
ro

b
b
eries b

u
t h

is reco
rd

 "h
ard

ly
 sh

o
w

s a ten
d
en

cy
 to

-
w

ard personal violence." B
lakey added, "A

rm
ed robbery 

is n
o
t co

n
tract m

u
rd

er." 
A

nother question is the source of R
ay's extensive travel 

funds. 
B

lakey said R
ay is conservatively estim

ated to have 
spent $9,000 in the 14 m

onths after escaping from
 the 

M
isso

u
ri S

tate P
en

iten
tiary

, alth
o

u
g

h
 h

e Is th
o

u
g

h
t to

 
have started w

ith little cash and only w
orked six w

eeks. 
R

ay w
as able to acquire docum

entation for tw
o aliases, 

using the nam
es of living T

oronto residents w
ho "shared 

noticeable physical sim
ilarities" to R

ay, B
lakey said. 


