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PROCEEDINGS 

CKombers present at this point: The Chairman, Repxlesentativo 

?o d, and Elr. ;:sCloy.) 

The Chainan. The Commission will be in order. 

sop. Ford. .r. Chief Justice, and members of the Commission, 

my comments at this point concern a number of news stories, that 

have recently appeared in the press throughout the country. I 

don't kncw where these wriers have obtained their inrormati..:in. 

I don't know what their reoorts are based on. 

However, the alttisle in the Christian ftience Morlitor 

of a day or so ago is rather typical. 

It says, in °fleet, and I quote -- "Commission members have 

come to the conclusion that President Kennedy's assassination 

vas the act of a lone individual. There is no evidenCe that 

he vas working in any way as an agent of a foreign government,':  

Ncv, I would like to make at least one point. 

First. Any statement that Commission members have come 

to this or that conclusion is obviously false, because the 

Cor'r1ssion has not discussed these matters as a Commissia to 

my lmot:ledge. I don't like being quoted when I have not made 

any final judgment. 

Arid the Commission as a whole, as far as I Knorr, has made 

no final Judgment. 

Now, the staff of the Commission, individually or collectively, 

41ftwaft 	

may have cone to certain conclusions such as this. However, the 
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staff, individually or collectively, have no right to make 
such implications to the press, nor has any Federal agency, nor 
has any individual member of the Commission. 

I regretfully say that if these news stories persist, 
I possibly have no otheralternative than the obligation to express 
to the press some or all of the views that I have stated here. 

The Chairman. Well, Congressman, may I say, so far as I an 
concerned, I share your feelings exactly. I personally cannot 
account for any of these stories. I have talked to no one 
from the Christian Science Monitor or to anybody from any o= 
the newspapers about this matter. 

And I have urced Er. Rankin, and 1-am sure he has urged 
the staff, not to discuss them either. 

I an inclined to think that much of this comes from thin 
air and from speculation. 

I have no knowledge of anybody talking to anybody. 
I, myself, have had no conference with any newspaperman en 

any of these subjects -- although I have seen them in the press. 
I don't know how, however, ue can let them bait us into 

making some statements that would deny it. That is my only problem. 
We don't get any place by denying that certain things are the 
facts. If I knew tha't anybody from the Commission or the staff 
has beer discussing these things with the press, I would feel very 
17.2.0y about it. Eut I don't haveany belief that they have. 

Ilep. Ford. Iltiep tititivrticles, Mr. Chief Justice, 
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that appeared in not only the Christian Science 11,nitor but 

the Nci York Times anda.multitude of other newspapers throughout 
the country. And most of them, if' not all, start out or contain 
in the substance of the article a Cor,-fission source, or a 

source close to the Commissin. 

The Chairman. A spokesman forthe nommission. I car; that just 
a couple oC days aco. 

Rep. Ford. Nov, Icn implicating no one. Aid I deplore, 
as I am sure you Knov, these articles, I deplore it for tY:o 
reasons -- or at least one major one. 

By these kinds of articles, th--..v are creating an atmosphere 
throughout the country that pill, I think, create a predetermined 
public opinion of chat ve may or may not have come to. 

OA this point, Mr. Dulles entered the hearing 
room.) 

Rep. Ford. In my judgment, somebody somewhere is planting 
or leaking these stories. And I must go back, if I might, to 
a letter that I think you received on behalf of the Commission 
early in December where, as I recall, Mr. Eatzenbach urote and 
asixd, among other things, one, if the Commission would release 
a statement to the effect that there vas no foreign involvement, 
there was no conspiracy, or in the alternative that ere as a 

CoLmission would authorize the Department of Jurtice to make such 
a release. 

I think the Comission used good judgment in denying both 
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requests. 

But I happen to know that subsequent to that meeting, where 
we made the decision that I think was right, both the Lascciated 
Press and the United Press, on the same day, with the same date-
line, had stories that in effect are the same stories that are 
now appearing. 

Now, I have checked a little bit with conle of my newspaper 
friende,m0 they tell me that any time 	and UP have a r; tort' 
with the same dateline, there is no doubt that it tsar a 1:at:cf. 
story by a government official, or by anybody else who was 
involved. 

And ever since that time, and in a grcwing intensity, and 
in growing volume nou,thero i3 this uind cf ric cpapar  propaganda 
with the same intent in mind. 

I have some personal conclusions, but I cannot prove them. 
so  I don't want to make any allegations. 

Eut it disturbs me. 

As I said in my prepared statement, I want- no newspaperman 
nor some individual or Federal agency implying that I have made 
a decision or that the Commission has made a decision when the 
facts are I have come to no specific conclusion yet, and as far , 
as I knot; the Commission itself has come to no such conclusion, 

The Chairman. That Is right. 

I Sall t/0 or three days ago a short article -- it wasn't a very 
big ono -- which said that the Commission was split on thoquestion 
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of whether Oswald was the sole perpetrator of this crime 

07 not. 

Did the'rest ci:e you see that? 

rr. Dulles, I saw an article to that effect. 

The Chairman. ves. 

They said that the Commissionuas split on the question of 

whether ho was the lone perpetrator or it or not. 

Rep. Ford. Was that UP or AP? 

The Chairman. Really, I cannot tell you. I don't recall. 

Rep. Ford. I didn't see it. 

The Chairman. But it vas in the local press here. It was 

either in the Washington Post or the Washington Star. 

Mr. Redlich. Also, in the New York Times, I believe. 

The Chairman. I have no idea where that could possibly have 

come from. 

Rep. Ford. I don't, either. 

Well, these are disturbing to me. And I am sure, from What 

you said, and from what I know you have said before, they are 

disturbing to you. 

The Chairman. They certainly arc. 

Rep. Ford. But if they are going to increase in tempo and 

in number, at least until we make a decision, they are inaccurate. 
— 	- 	 

The Chairman. !To question about it. 

Rep. Ford. I think the Commission ought to at least think 

aboutat this point at least making a statement to the effect that; 
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one, no decision has been made. 

The Chairman. That is right. 

Rep. Ford. And perhaps that is enough. At least that would 

nullify the guts of uhat most of these stories include. It Would 

undercut the speculation which is rampant at this point. 

The Chairman. I an just wondering if that uou:;.d give furtheranc. 

to the statemsnt, though, that we aresplit cn it. 

Rep. Ford. This is a matter of judgment. Lut I thin;: it is 

something that ought to be -- 

The Chairman. 	don't kno. 

Rep. Ford. That is why I brought it up. 

The Chairman. I think it is good to bl.ing those things up. 

We ought to discuss them. 

Jac!; chat do you have to say about this': 

tcCloy. I am absolutely astounded at this spate of 

articles, and where they come from. They must come from scme 

place very close to this Commission. 

E:r. Dulles. The long one in the Times in particular. 

Nr. 1:0C1oy. Yes -- I. spokesman for the Commission." It 

says as much as that. And then in respect of the trend of the 

testimony that ue have had, they probably arc 6o or 85 percent 

accurate. 

I don't inlv;/ how many tines I have been stopped in New Yon: 

and people saying, "I see, Jack, what your Commission is going 

to came out with. The report has already been written for you, 

ir • 
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hasnt it?" 

It was in Newsweek and World Report -- not Newsueek -- 

U.S. NG= and World Report, and this long article in the Eau York 

Times. 

I think the thing has gotten to a point 'here I believe 

the Commission should say ye have conic to no conclusions on this 

thing yet, that the articles to the effect that cenclusions of 

the Commission have alroady been found totally in.,:ceurate; that 

uc do hope to have a report within a relatively short par:I.cca 

of time in uhich our conclusions will be stated, but they are 

now merely in the proccmof formulation. 

The Chairman. I don't see any objection to that -- if it is 

desired to say that. 

Rep. Ford. I only brought it up bocause these stories 

have bothered me, because they arc, in effect, preempt)ng uhat 

ve may or may not say. 

The Chairman. Yes. 

The only thing I can say is this: There:Isn't anything in 

the articles that you have mentioned tba',; uere not in the 

newspapers months ago. But I can see that as the time gets chorter 

and it looks as though we arc getting to the point where we are 

going to file a report, that these things, they are starting 

to seeoulate about them more and more as time goes on until it 

comesout. 

Now, that is one possibility for these things. 

qr 	_..at ••4114 rlik air 
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There was a time there when we met here and tcok testimony 

and there was absolutely nothing in the press. But new they 

do know that we are getting down to the time when we rust make 

a report, and I suppose maybe some city editor says, "Well, get 

what you can on this thing," and they sta7:t speculating on it. 

They do those things. 

And that might have something to do with it. I don't kr.c.:. 

Rep. Ford. But you 5C0 the trouble now, Hr. Chief Justice, 

is a3 we get down to the wire, they, by their own initiative 

or otheruise,are putting the impriratur e the Commission, uhen 

they say a ecurce close to the Commission, or a spokesman for, 

or something else. 

The Chairman. That is right. 

Rep. Ford. Three months ago it was pure speculation. But 

note they are adding an unofficial stamp to what they a_e writing. 

The Chairman. Yes. 

Rep. Ford. I brought it up because I feel very strongly 

about it, and I think whatever the Commission decides, I will go 

along with. 

Eut when tie see this practically every day ncw, and in 

responsible and highly regarded newspapers, I think it has gotten 

to aILft nt where_ something ought to be done. 

Mr. McCloy. I agree that something should be done. I thing 

we ought to puta statement out. 

=■ ...10 no AM Oli, le gir 	- 	- 
The Chairman. Hell, Jac k 
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made a statement to the effect that the taking of testimony is 

nearing an end, that the Commission is giving consideration nou 

to the report that it hopez to urice in the near fu:;ur
e, that 

it has made no final conclusions as yet, in fact has not 

discu.ssed final conclusions as a Commission. 

Rep. Ford. That couldn't be better. 

The Chairman. If that is agreeable 	everyone, we will 

put that out after this mectins. 

Rep. Ford. I think it clears the air, and I think it is the 

kind of action that will, I hope, put to rest come of these 

speculative stories. 

mhe Chairman. Yes, i do, too. 

Professor, do you have that? 

Kr. Redlich. I have been writing it down, yes. 

Mr. McCloy. Include the note that we are continuing to take 

some testimony. 

The Chairman. Yes -- nearinE_ complet:.0a, I said. 

Mr. MoCloy. UntS1 you eomp]ote the testimony, you cannot have 

a final conclusion. 

The Chairman. That is right. 

Rep. Ford. Thank you very much. 

The Chairran. All right. Ue will see if this won't stop it. 

-I hope so. 

I:rsCloy. I do feel in times past the Department of Justi 

has put cut some material that they have -- there has been someth 
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that has moved out from there. But I don't know that it has 

been done rezently. 

The Chairman. Well, if you will remember, at the beginning 

we had very great concern about the things corning out day by day 

before they came to us even in this connection. But for a long 

time, ve saw none of that. I can't account for these other 

things. 

Very well. 

That statement uill be issued immediately at the conclusion 

of this session. 

Gentlemen, is there anything further before we hoar these 

witnesses? 

All right, Mr. Specter, you may call your witnesses in 

and we will swear them in one group, after you have stated the 

purpose of the meeting. 

Whereupon, at 2:10 p.m., the Commission recessed, to 

go into further business.) 
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