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Alemorandum 
irl 	Mr. DeLoactf j  

ROM M01 

CONGRESSMAN GERALD R. FORD; 
INQUIRY CONCERNING RESTRICTIONS 
ON FBI DOCUMENTS FURNISHED THE 

— WA MIEN COMMISSION 

(-4  

nA 1_ 11-19-65 

Per your instructions, SA David W. I3owers,on 11-19-65, 
contacted Miss Mildred Leonard, Executive Secretary to Congressman Ford, 

who had telephonically contacted your office requesting an FBI representative 
stop by to see her. 

1 ' 	Miss Leonard stated former Congressman John 11.1-Ray, of 
New York, has conducted research concerning thd-34'arren Commission 
investigation for Congressman Ford in the past and currently is reviewing 
the various documents which comprise the Commission files. He has 

determined a number of documents are "restricted" and not available for 
inspection. He requested Congressman Ford determine if the FBI might 
lift its restrictions on the documents for his review. He stated "any items 
I find of interest will be reported only to you" (Congressman Ford). A copy 
of Mr. Ray's statement regarding this matter is enclosed; the original and 
his notes concerning the documents he has been unable to review being 

L 	returned to Miss Leonard. 
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cil-P:' 	 That someone from your office advise 11TrI=larniTt.tio .,* 
exceptions can be made to the restrictions Imposed on the 6V-IcuTqn1 since C.L.) 
these were made in accordance with guidelines approve]byThe 1,t.lite  Ho us
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The Domestic Intelligence Division has advised it has conducted 
a review of all FBI documents in the main Warren Commission file and by letters 

dated. 8-10, 25-65, advised the Attorney General as to which documents and/or 
pages of documents should be restricted. Guidelines for the restrictions were 
established by the Attorney General and approved by the Waite House; hence, 

any exceptions would have to be approved by the Attorney General and the ., 
White House. 
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:mouth t-he courtes,' of Dr. Rhodes sand his pssistan
t, "arion 

Johnson, as erraneed by Frank 'ieyer, I have hod opportuni
ty to examine 

the list of documents sent to the Vail of Records by the 
Warren Can-

mission. t;ost of the documents cane oriinnlly from the 
F.B.I., the 

secret Service, and the C.I.A. 

There arc annroximately 2500 listed documents. A few of 
them 

ore marked "missing," and nLout 25:.; of the 2500 are marke
d "restricted," 

- that is, not available for inspection by me or any othe
r researcher. 

Pr. Rhodes told me that those restrictions were imposed b
y the various 

&;encies fro which the documents had been received. 

A substantial number or the restricted documents relat
e to Pub/. 

iris case is still before the courts and I can understa
nd the restrictions 

as to those documents. 

I send you herewith the notes I made of missing or restri
cted 

documents. 

Since most of the restricted documents oricinoted in F.B.
I., I 

suggest you talk with Mr. De Lonch of that orrenization.
 It may be that 

F.B.I. vill lift its restrictions at your instance. Yo
u can Five assurance 

that any iters I find of interest will be reported only t
o you. 

I surrest that no inquiry be addressed to other departments
 until 

ve bnve the R.B.I. answers. 
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