
up of a big scandal that m
ight com

pro-

m
ise Joh

n
 M

itch
ell an

d
 oth

ers. N
ixon

 
gives the im

pression of a m
an w

ho inci-
dentally, alm

ost w
ithout realizing w

hat 

h
e w

as d
oin

g, step
p

ed
 on

to th
e con

ve-

yor belt that took him
 over the chit 

A
 secon

d
 p

oin
t of in

terest in
volves 

th
e p

ard
on

, or m
ore sp

ecifically th
e 

m
eetin

g th
at took

 p
lace b

etw
een

 th
e 

W
h

ite M
ese ch

ief of staff, G
en

. A
lex-

an
d

er H
aig; an

d
 W

atergate S
p

ecial 
P

roseciitor L
eon

 Ja orsk
i oil th

e d
ay 

of the resignation'. T
liat m

eeting has al-

w
ays b

een
 an

 ob
ject of su

sp
icion

, an
d

 

the final report of the, W
atergate Spe-

cial P
rosecu

tor d
eep

en
ed

. d
ou

b
ts in

-

stead of clearing them
 aw

ay, 
N

ixon deepens the doubts further. In 
the sam

ple chapter he claim
s that G

en. 

H
aig retu

rn
ed

 from
 th

e m
eetin

g to.in
-

form
 h

im
 th

at h
e h

ad
 n

oth
in

g to fear 

from
 the special prosecutor. T

hat could 
b

e an
 in

n
ocu

ou
s reassu

ran
ce—

H
aig's 

correct con
clu

sion
 after h

is con
versa-

tion
 th

at M
r. Jaw

orsk
i w

as n
ot in

ter-
ested

 in
 p

rosectifin
g a f ofm

er P
resi--  

dent and, had doubts about w
hether a 

fa
ir tria

l C
41

1
,D

e o
b

ta
in

ed
. 	

' 	
' 

B
ut anotherinterpretation g

 open. It 
is that F

laig'im
properly raised the issue 

' of letting N
ixon off, and that Jaw

orski 

Joseph K
raft. 

N
ixon's M

em
oirs.- 

..P
resid

en
t F

ord
's p

h
on

e tall-to for-

m
er P

resid
en

t N
ixon

 in
 C

aliforn
ia re-

m
inds m

e of som
ething I nearly forgot. 

T
hat is the sam

ple chapter of M
r. N

ix-. 

on
's m

em
oir of h

is p
resid

en
cy w

h
ich

 
cam

e m
y w

ay not long ago. 
• B

Y
 itself th

e d
ocu

m
en

t is a p
iece .of 

sentim
ental trash. B

ut a w
ord seem

s in 

order partly because there are one. or 

tw
o con

ten
tiou

s item
s in

 th
e text, an

d
 

partly because so m
uch false inform

a-. 

tion
 h

as b
een

 sp
read

 ab
ou

t th
e ,firxt 

draft of the sam
ple chapter. 	

• 
P

robably the m
ost im

portant pointis 

th
at in

 th
e first d

raft, at least, N
ixon

 
d

oes n
ot d

en
y h

is gu
ilt. H

e ack-now
l-, 

edges that he approved the basic W
at-

ergate coveru
p

 p
lan

, in
clu

d
in

g th
e of 

fort to use the C
IA

 to w
ard off the F

B
I 

in
vestigation

. lie fu
rth

er ad
m

its th
at 

th
e origin

al d
ecision

 tb
 cover u

p
 led

 

h
im

 in
to a lon

g series of lies in
 w

h
ich

 

h
e u

sed
 th

e p
ow

er of th
e p

resid
en

cy, 
including responsibility for national se-
cu

rity
, to

 p
ro

tect h
im

self a
n

d
 h

is 

friends. 
T

o be sure, the guilt is m
in

im
ized

,  A
s 

N
ixon

 has it, the original decision,w
as a 

casual one, m
ade under prodding.  from

 
 ch

ief of staff, H
. R

. H
ald

em
an

, for 
th

e purpose of preventing the blbw
ing  

gave him
 assurances. T

hat point is cen-

tral to th
e q

u
estion

 of w
h

eth
er or n

ot 
there w

as a deal allow
ing N

ixon to get 

off before he resigned. Since N
ixon, in 

his account, tends to support the view
 

that som
ething like a deal had at least 

\ b
een

 offered
, H

aig ou
gh

t to b
reak

 h
is 

'long silence and elucidate the m
atter. 

T
he m

ore so as N
ixon treats H

aig—
like alm

ost everybody else involved—
in 

cavalier fashion. T
he form

er P
resident 

• sp
eak

s of a "
m

u
tin

y"
 b

y H
aig at on

e 

p
oin

t w
h

en
 th

e gen
eral in

sisted
 an

 re-
leasin

g th
e tap

e of th
e con

versation
 

that finally proved beyond a shadow
 of 

a d
ou

b
t N

ixon
's gu

ilt. N
ixon

 d
eals in

 
the sam

e w
ay w

ith virtually everybody 
else w

ho at any tim
e gave him

 less than 

total loyalty. T
hus such 99-per-cent loy-

alists as S
en

s. H
u

gh
 S

cott an
d

 B
arry 

G
old

w
ater, th

e th
en

-ch
airm

an
 of th

e 

R
ep

u
b

lican
 N

ation
al C

om
m

ittee an
d

 

present C
IA

 D
irector G

eorge B
ush, for-

m
er A

ttorney G
eneral -W

illiam
 Saxbe 

an
d

 n
u

m
erou

s oth
er p

erson
s in

 th
e 

W
h

ite H
ou

se an
d

 th
e C

on
gress axe at 

o
n

e p
o
in

t o
r a

n
o
th

er fed
 in

to
 th

e 

flak
es. 

T
he only 100.per-cent loyalists—

apart 
from

 R
on

 Z
iegler, R

ose M
ary W

ood
s 

and Steve B
ull of the W

hite H
ouse staff  —

are th
e N

ixon
 fam

ily, esp
ecially 

daughter T
ricia, w

hose diary is exten-

sively cited, and her husband E
dw

ard 

C
ox. M

rs. N
ixon is, of course, also in the 

m
agic circle. B

ut she is cited alm
ost not 

at all. Indeed, her silence is deafening. 
T

h
e p

lace of h
on

or given
 to th

e tin
y 

h
an

d
fu

l of p
erson

s w
h

o u
rged

 h
im

 to 
tou

gh
 it ou

t all th
e w

ay d
estroys N

ix-
on's central claim

 about the final days. 

T
hat is that he had m

ade up his m
ind to 

resign
, b

u
t on

ly w
an

ted
 to d

o it in
 a 

w
ay that w

ould not w
eaken the pow

ers 

of the presidency. O
n the contrary, the 

internal evidence is that, until the very 
last m

om
ent, he clutched at every pos-

sible straw
 that w

ould keep him
 in the 

W
hite H

ouse. 
P

erhaps w
orst of all in the draft chap-

ter is th
e larger case N

ixon
 m

ak
es for 

h
im

self. H
e virtu

ally esch
ew

s th
e p

lea 

th
at h

is w
ron

gs w
ere b

alan
ced

 b
y im

-

p
ortan

t ach
ievem

en
ts, p

articu
larly in

 
foreign

 p
olicy. In

stead
 h

e p
lays for 

tears, goin
g on

 ad
 n

au
seam

 ab
ou

t th
e 

beauties of the W
hite H

ouse, the close-
ness of his fam

ily, the loveliness of the 
yacht Sequoia. H

e argues his last big po-

litical case as he argued his first one—
on the level of the fam

ily dog C
heckers. 

em
s. Y

ield E
nterprises, Inc. 

r 

•
 


