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BACKGROUND OF ALLEGATIONS THAT G
ERALD R. FORD  

CONSPIRED WITH THE WHITE HOUSE T
O BLOCK PATI'AN INQUIRY  

I. The September 15, 1972 Whit
e House tape reveals that Nixo

n attached 

the highest priority to obstru
cting the Patman inquiry in Wa

tergate, 

the first such congressional i
nvestioation, initiated in ear

ly August, 

which was about to subpoena wi
tnesses who later appeared bef

ore Senate 

Watergate Committee and unrave
led the cover-up. 

2. On September 15 Nixon att
empts to head off Patman (acco

mplished with Ford's 

help on October 3, when Patman
 was denied subpoena power by 

majority of 

House Banking Committee); he e
xpresses intent to stay out of

 the effort 

10 block Patman and involved F
ord (the taping machine is on;

 Haldeman 

knows it, but Dean does not); 
Nixon delegates Haldeman and D

ean to contact 

Erlichman, Timmons, and'.Cook(
Timmons' assistant) to get For

d and Garry 

Brown (Michigan Congressman) t
o take the lead in blocking Pa

tman. 

3. On the September 15 tape
 Ford is referred to10 times, 

in the following 

ways: 

"[Nix6n]Uh, What about Ford? [
Unintelligible] do anything wi

th Patman?" 

"[Nixon]Gerry should talk to W
idnall[Banking Committee Membe

r] and, uh, 

just brace him:.." 

"[Nixon]Gerry has really got t
o lead on this..." 

4. Virtually all of the as
signments Nixon gives out duri

ng September 15 conver-

sation are carried out-- Justi
ce Department prepared advisor

ies that Patman 

inquiry would interefere with 
legal rights of burglars; fina

ncial records of 

Banking Committee Members were
 checked; Rothblatt letter was

 sent; and Ford 

sent under his own stationery 
letter to Fair Campaign Practi

ces Commission 

alleging campaign wrong-doing 
on part of McGovern and Strive

r. 

5. The one critical assi
gnment that is now in question

-- whether Ford did what 

Nixon asked him to do in torpe
doing the Patman investigation

 can only be 

clarified by release of tapes 
subsequent to September 15 (it

 is known 

that Ford was in daily contact
 with White House during this 

period, in 

contact with Timmons and Cook 
on Patman matter) 

6. In an NBC News interv
iew, reported on Today show, t

his morning, Dean confirms 

he was in contact with Cook 15
 times during Patman period, 9

 of them via 

telephone; and that Cook told 
him he had talked to Ford abou

t Patman inquiry 

more than half a dozen times 

7. In his book, Blind Ambit
ion,  released today, Dean w

rites about Ford connection 

with White House efforts to bl
ock Patman: 

"[In the September 15 conversa
tion] Congressman Ucight.Ratma

n's planned 

hearings on the Watergate mone
y transactions posed the bigoe

st obstacle, 

I informed the President. Maur
ice Stans had been calling me 

regularly 



to express his fears a
bout being called befo

re Patman's committee.
 

The President recognized the gravity of this possibility. He in-

formed Haldeman that we would have to lean on Jerry Ford to block 

the hearings. 'This is the big play," he observed intently, 'I'm 

getting into this thing, so that he, he's got to know that it comes 

from the top-- and that he's oot to oet at this and screw this thing 

up while he can, right?' ' [p. 139] 

"[In a conversation wi
th Haldeman about four

 days after the Septem
ber 

15 conversation in the
 White House] 'Call Co

nnally,' said Haldeman
, 

'He may know some way 
to stop Patman. And te

ll Timmons to keep on 

Jerry Ford's ass. He 
knows he's got to pro

duce on this one.' " 
[p. 142] 

"Timmons, who met regularly with Jerry Ford, had explored with him 

Connally's suggestions about Patman. . .'Jerry and Dick Cook [Timmons' 

aide] tell me they're sure every one of the Republicans is lined up' 

[Timmons speaking to D
ean]. 	[p. 143] 

8. It is known that F
ord and Nixon met and 

conversed by telephone
 numerous 

times during the perio
d in question, Septemb

er 15, 1972 through 

May, 1973, the beginni
ng of the Senate Water

gate hearings 

9. The taped conversa
tions covering this pe

riod of time is the on
ly 

material, alone with W
hite House logs and me

moranda, that could 

clear up Ford's role i
n the obstruction of t

he Patman inquiry; 

the September 15, 1972
 tape, which is the ba

sis of the allegations
, 

was not known to the c
ongressional committee

s investigating Ford's
 

background in connecti
on with Vice President

ial confirmation; . 

the FBI Report on Ford
 could not have dealt 

with the tapes; 

the tapes subsequent t
o Septe75er 15 have ne

ver been checked, 

according to Special W
atergate Prosecutor Ch

arles Ruff, and are 

currently under litiga
tion by Nixon's lawyer

s. 



3ACKGROU;!D OF ALLEaATIM THA
T GERALD FORD TESTIFIFn  FAL

SELY  

BEFORE C-C-5'ZRESSIONAL COMITTEES D
URING HIS CONFIR:IATION HEAR

INGS  

1. SENATE RULES AND ADMINIST
RATION COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON

 CONFIRMATION 

OF GERALD R. FORD AS VICE PR
ESIDENT, NOVEMBER 5, 1973: 

Q. [Senator Robert Byrd] Rep
resentative Ford, will you r

elate to 

the comrnittee your role, if
 any, in the blocking of an 

inves-

tigation by the House Bankin
g and Currency Committee int

o the 

Watergate breakin... [p. 12
8, Committee Hearings] 

A. [MR. FORD] I can say, cat
egorically, Senator Byrd, I 

never talked 

with the President about it,
 or witn Mr. Halceman, Mr. L

nriicnman, 

'and Mr. Lean. I know empha
tically I had no conversati

on witn tnem 

now ..I talked with Mr. Timm
ons, or someone in the Legis

lative  

Liaison Office of the White 
House, but even in this case

 I do not 

recall any conversations co
ncerning this particular ra

tter.' 

Q. [Senator Byrd] But as I u
nderstand you, any efforts t

hat you may 

have contriW.ed toward the 
stifling or impeding or blo

cking of 

such investigation by the Pa
tman committee were not born

 of your 

feeling, or at least your fe
elings as expressed to anyon

e, that 

such an investioation would 
be harmful to the President,

 harmful 

to his chances of reelection
, or harm-ul to your Party? 

A. [MR. FORD] The answer is
 no, Senator Byrd. 

2. HOUSE JUDICIARY COK.IITTEE HEARINGS ON CONFIRMATION, N0VE:IBER 16, 1973: 

Q. [Conoresswoman Elizabeth 
Holtzman] Now, I understand 

also from your 

testimony that although you 
net with Mr. Tirmons of the 

White HOuse 

virtually every day, you did
 not discuss with him these 

matters of 

the allegations in the tanki
ng and Currency staff report

 and you 

did not discuss the White Ho
use role or White House inte

rest in 

stopping the investigation..
. 

A. [MR. FORD] ...I did not d
iscuss the action that I too

k [to block 

Patman inquiry]. . .with Mr.
 Timmons or anybody else. . 

.1 00 not 

remember discussing those al
legations with anybody on th

e White 

House staff in 1972 

[Congressvoman Holtzman, NOV
EMBER 26, 1973] I also wante

d to clarify 

the record with respect to 
my questions on the Banking

 and Currency 

Committee investigation. . .
 

A. [MR. FORD] . . .1 said I 
never called Mr. Timmoi-on_t

hi-s-  matter 

specifically. I also said in
 the course of our discussio

ns about many 

legislative matters we might
 have discussed very general

ly the situation 

there, but I never called hi
m nor he called me concernin

g these particular 

problems in the Committee. .
 .Whenever we talked [Ford a

nd Timmons]about 

that matter [Patman inquiry]
 it was in general terus-r-n-o-t—a-s—t-zon-------  

requested by tnem or action 
Ler.an by me. 

0. 



"Prima Facie Evidence of Guilt":  

Ford and the Blocking of the Patman Watergate Inquiry 

The following five points, it is argued, establish a pri
ma facie case 

warranting a review of the September, 1972 through May, 
1973 White 

House tapes: 

1. The highest ranking staff of the Nixon White House have 
already been 

convicted of conspiracy to obstruct justice and of perju
ry, for 

/ involvement in blocking Watergate investigations suc
h as the 

Patman inquiry and other offenses 

2. The September 15, 1972 White House tape, which became kn
own several 

months after Gerald Ford was confirmed by Congress as Vi
ce President, 

indicates that Nixon's No. 1 priority was the killing of
 the Patman 

investigation, the earliest such congressional inquiry i
nto Watergate 

and which occurred before the 1972 election; the killing
 of the Patman 

inquiry was a major part of the conspiracy and cover-up,
 as cited 

in section 4 of the First Article of Impeachment of Rich
ard Nixon 

3. Ford admitted before Senate and House Committees charged
 with his 

confirmation that he participated in overt acts to stop 
the 

Patman inquiry 

-- admitted he participated on at least two occasions wi
th Republican 

Members of Banking and Currency Committee(and these meet
ings 

followed release of first Banking and Currency Committee
 staff 

report on prospective Watergate inquiry in which rationa
le was 

laid out for subpoening some 20 witnesses) 

4. Key aspect of White House cover-up, as disclosed on Sept
ember 15, 1972 

tape, was the alibi that a Patman investigation would in
fringe on 

the legal rights of the 7 Watergate burglars; the White 
House arranged 

for the Attorney General and for Henry Peterson to argue
 this rationale 

in letters to Republican Banking and Currency Committee 
Members(and 

one of these letters was in fact written by Ken Parkison
, the lawywr 

for CREEP) 

5. Ford admits talking to Republican Members about th
eir need to justify 

blocking the Patman inquiry on grounds that it would inf
ringe on 

legal rights of burglars (incidentally, an argument_that
 was later 

rejected) 

6 Ford's continuous insistence that he wasn't working i
n behalf of White 

House to block Patman inquiry, not for the sake of polit
ics, but 

to protect burglars' rights is, indeed, a perpetuation of
 the coy.er-E2P 

(since this rationale has already been shoWn to have bee
n part ot cover-uo) 


