
B
y Jerem

iah O
'L

eary 
and Jam

es R
. D

ickenson 
V

iatun/um
 S

lat S
ean W

riters 

G
erald

 F
o

rd
, as a co

n
g

ressm
an

, 
ap

p
aren

tly
 w

as th
e F

B
I's co

n
d

u
it to

 
the early and supposedly secret pro-
ceedings of the W

arren C
om

m
ission 

in the first w
eeks after the assassina-

tio
n

 o
f P

resid
en

t Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
, 

new
ly released docum

ents disclosed. 
1 T

his evident colipboration betw
een 

the m
an w

ho later becam
e president 

,and the late J. E
dgar H

oover's F
B

I is 
!m

a
d

e
 c

le
a
r b

y
 a

n
 in

te
rn

a
l F

B
I 

m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 d
ated

 D
ec. I7

. 1
9
6
3
, 

w
hich details a num

ber of item
s F

ord 
passed along to C

artha D
. D

eL
oach. 

assistant to the director. 
T

H
E

 M
E

M
O

, w
ritten

 to
 an

o
th

er 
H

o
o

v
er aid

e n
am

ed
 Jo

h
n

 P
. M

o
h

r 
less than three w

eeks after the W
ar-

ren C
om

m
ission began investigating 

th
e m

u
rd

ers o
f K

en
n

ed
y

 an
d

 h
is 

assassin
, L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

. re-
v
eals an

 ex
ceed

in
g
ly

 clo
se relatio

n
-

ship betw
een F

ord and the bureau at 
a tim

e w
h
en

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 w

as 
supposed to be functioning in a quasi-
judicial stance. 

A
t o

n
e p

o
in

t D
eL

o
ach

 w
ro

te th
at 

F
o
rd

 w
as ab

o
u
t to

 leav
e o

n
 a sk

iin
g
 

v
a
c
a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 w
a
n

te
d

 to
 ta

k
e
 th

e
 

F
B

I's rep
o
rt o

n
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 

w
ith

 h
im

 b
u
t h

ad
 n

o
 w

ay
 o

f tran
s-

' porting it in com
plete safety. 

"I told him
 1 felt the director w

ould 
w

an
t h

im
 to

 b
o
rro

w
 fro

m
 u

s o
n
e o

f 
o
u
r ag

en
t b

riefcases th
at co

n
tain

s a 
lo

ck
," D

eL
o

ach
 w

ro
te. "If th

ere are 
S

ee F
B

I, A
4 

no objections, I w
ill deliver an agent briefcase con-

O
alning a lock to C

ongressm
an F

ord tom
orrow

." , 
1

. D
eL

o
ach

 also
 said

 F
o

rd
 h

ad
 stated

, "I sh
o

u
ld

 
call him

 at any tim
e his assistance w

as needed." 
A

 m
em

orandum
 illustrates that the F

B
I w

as in-
volved in w

hat am
ounted to W

ashington alliances, 
as w

ell as bitter feuds, w
ith the C

IA
, the D

allas po-
lice d

ep
artm

en
t an

d
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t in

 th
e 

first frantic days after K
ennedy and O

sw
ald w

ere 
slain. 

IN
 H

IS
 IN

T
E

R
N

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

, H
oover's N

o.3 
m

an
 said

, "I to
ld

 C
o

n
g

ressm
an

 F
o

rd
 in

 strict 
co

n
fid

en
ce th

at ap
p
aren

tly
 C

h
ief Ju

stice (E
arl) 

W
arren w

as quite close to D
rew

 P
earson and obvi-

o
u

sly
 u

sed
 P

earso
n

 (a co
lu

m
n

ist) fro
m

 tim
e to

 
tim

e to get his thoughts across to the general pub-
lic. I told F

ord as he w
ell knew

, 93 percent of the 
facts in these articles w

ere absolutely false." • - 
F

ord. according to the D
eL

oach m
em

o, deliv-
ered

 w
h

at seem
s to

 b
e a so

m
ew

h
at b

ack
h

an
d

ed
 

com
plim

ent to the F
B

I. A
s D

eL
oach put it, "C

on-
gressm

an F
ord told m

e that several m
em

bers (of 
th

e co
m

m
issio

n
) h

ad
 b

een
 so

m
ew

h
at su

rp
rised

, 
how

ever pleased. that the F
B

I's report had been in 
n

arrativ
e fo

rm
 rath

er th
an

 w
ritten

 in
 a straig

h
t-

forw
ard, factual m

anner. I told him
 this, of course, 

w
as-far the convenience of the com

m
ission." 

T
w

o m
em

bers of the com
m

ission, F
ord appar-

ently reported to D
eL

oach, said they still w
ere not 

convinced that the president had been shot from
 

the sixth-floor w
indow

 of the T
exas S

chool B
ook 

D
epository. 	

• 
"T

h
ese m

em
b

ers failed
 to

 u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

e 
trajecto

ry
 o

f th
e slu

g
s th

at k
illed

 th
e p

resid
en

t," 
acco

rd
in

g
 to

 D
eL

o
ach

. "H
e (F

o
rd

) stated
 h

e felt 
th

is p
o
in

t w
o
u
ld

 b
e d

iscu
ssed

 fu
rth

er b
u
t w

o
u
ld

 
represent no problem

. 
'T

hree m
em

bers of the com
m

ission expressed 
disappointm

ent that U
.E

. B
aughm

an, form
er chief 

of S
ecret S

ervice, had seen fit to m
ake a num

ber of 
ill-ad

v
ised

 rem
ark

s in
 th

e p
ress co

n
cern

in
g

 th
e 

operations of the S
ecret S

ervice. T
he com

m
ission 

does not agree w
ith B

augh/nen, and criticized him
 

q
u
ite th

o
ro

u
g
h
ly

. T
h
ey

 n
ev

erth
eless p

lan
 to

 call 
him

 and take testim
ony." 

A
T

 T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
IS

S
IO

N
'S

 m
eeting D

ec. 16, D
e-

L
oach said, chief counsel L

ee R
ankin w

as author-
ized

 to
 h

ire tw
o
 "so

-called
 tech

n
ician

s." F
o
rd

 
apparently could only rem

em
ber the last nam

es of 
the tw

o com
m

ission staffers, one a form
er police 

com
m

issioner in N
ew

 Y
ork listed only as A

dam
s, 

and another a C
hicago attorney nam

ed Jenner. 
"C

o
n

g
ressm

an
 F

o
rd

 stated
 h

e raised
 th

e q
u

es-
tion as to checking the backgrounds of the individ-
uals," the F

B
I official w

rote. "H
e w

as told by R
an-

, _
k

in
 th

at b
o
th

 o
f th

em
 h

ad
 v

ery
 satisfacto

ry
 

b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
s an

d
 b

elo
n
g
ed

 to
 n

o
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
s 

t• Inim
ical to the best interests of the U

nited S
tates." 

A
t this stage of events, H

oover had long since 
lost h

is figh
t to prevent the founding of a presiden- 

tial com
m

ission, w
hich he had resisted in the days 

im
m

ediately after th
e d

eath
s of K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 O

s- 
vrw

aId. 	
- 

A
C

C
O

R
D

IN
G

 T
O

 som
e of the 40,000 docum

ents" 
m

ade public yesterd
ay, th

e F
B

I: 
• A

ccused C
IA

 D
irector John M

cC
one of attacking 

"
th

e b
u

reau
 in

 a viciou
s an

d
 u

n
d

erh
an

d
ed

 m
an

n
er 

ch
aracterized

 w
ith

 sh
eer d

ish
on

esty,"
 an

d
 su

g-
gested "there is a w

ay of putting a stop to all this." 
• C

h
arged

 th
at D

allas P
olice C

h
ief Jesse C

u
rry 

m
ad

e false statem
en

ts ab
ou

t th
e F

B
I an

d
 th

at if h
e 

d
id

 n
ot correct th

em
 th

e F
B

I w
ou

ld
 lab

el th
e state-

m
en

ts as lies. 
• D

ecid
ed

 U
.S

. A
m

b
assad

or to M
exico T

h
om

as 
M

an
n

 "
m

ay b
e on

e of th
ose p

seu
d

o-in
vestigators"

 
a

n
d

 ca
lled

 h
im

 a
 S

h
erlo

ck
 H

o
lm

es b
eca

u
se of 

statem
en

ts h
e m

ad
e th

at m
igh

t h
ave cau

sed
 th

e 
F

B
I trouble later on. 

H
oover h

im
self d

irected
 th

at a S
p

an
ish

-sp
eak

in
g 

F
B

I agen
t b

e sen
t to M

exico C
ity to either refute 

or p
rove th

e allegation
s of w

h
at O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 d
on

e 
w

h
ile in

 th
e M

exican
 cap

ital a few
 w

eek
s b

efore 
K

en
n

ed
y w

as sh
ot in

 D
allas. H

oover d
id

 n
ot sign

 
th

e oth
er d

ocu
m

en
ts, b

u
t H

oover w
as at th

e p
eak

 
of h

is p
ow

er in
 1963 an

d
 w

as in
 p

erson
al ch

arge of 
th

e F
B

I's in
vestigation

 of th
e K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 O

sw
ald

 
d

eath
s. 

T
h

ere also w
as ap

p
aren

tly con
tact b

etw
een

 th
e 

F
B

I an
d

 T
h

e W
ash

in
gton

 P
ost in

 th
e d

ays im
m

ed
i-

ately after th
e assassin

ation
 of K

en
n

ed
y. A

ccord
-

in
g to an

 in
tern

al F
B

I d
ocu

m
en

t,'D
eL

oach
 n

egoti-
ated

 w
ith

 th
e P

ost to get th
e n

ew
sp

ap
er to k

ill an
 

ed
itorial it w

as p
lan

n
in

g ad
vocatin

g th
e form

ation
 

o
f a

 p
resid

en
tia

l co
m

m
issio

n
 to

 in
v

estig
a

te th
e 

assassin
ation

. 

T
H

IS D
eL

O
A

C
H

 M
E

M
O

 does n
ot say h

ow
 th

e 
F

B
I k

n
ew

 th
e P

ost w
as p

lan
n

in
g su

ch
 an

 ed
itorial 

b
u

t m
ad

e it clear th
at H

oover op
p

osed
 a com

m
is-

sion
 b

ecau
se h

e p
erson

ally w
as su

p
ervisin

g th
e 

in
vestigation

 at th
e req

u
est of P

resid
en

t L
yn

d
on

 B
. 

J
o

h
n

so
n

. • 
T

h
e P

ost's m
an

agin
g ed

itor at th
e tim

e, A
lfred

 
F

rien
d

ly
, first p

ro
m

ised
 D

eL
o

a
ch

 th
e ed

ito
ria

l 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e elim
in

a
ted

 b
u

t 4
0

 m
in

u
tes la

ter re-
tracted

 th
at "

com
m

itm
en

t,"
 D

eL
oach

 told
 H

oo-
ver. D

eL
oach

 said
 th

at F
rien

d
ly "

ob
viou

sly"
 h

ad
 

talk
ed

 w
ith

 3. R
u

ssell W
iggin

s, th
e ed

itor of th
e 

P
ost. 
T

h
e m

em
o
 a

lso
 sa

y
s th

a
t d

ep
u

ty
 a

tto
rn

ey
 

gen
eral N

ich
olas d

eB
. K

atzen
b

ach
 called

 W
iggin

s 
an

d
 ask

ed
 h

im
 n

ot to b
e "

sp
ecific"

 ab
ou

t th
e k

in
d

 
I 

of m
ech

an
ism

 th
at sh

ou
ld

 b
e u

sed
 to in

vestigate 
th

e assassin
ation

. 
T

w
o ed

itorials on
 th

e su
b

ject ap
p

eared
 in

 th
e 

P
ost sh

ortly after K
en

n
ed

y's d
eath

, b
oth

 callin
g 

w
it s-rt 	

triv 
S

T
A

R
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F
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T
o F

B
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W
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anel 



r an inquiry by experienced investigatoi s Limp 
not specifying where they should come from or 
under whose control they should operate. 

Johnson decided to create what became the 
Warren Commission despite Hoover's objections. 

According to a story in today's editions of the 
Post. neither Friendly nor Wiggins, both now re-
tired, could recall an attempt by DeLoach to stop 
any editorials. Wiggins did remember Matzen-
bach's call, he told the Post, but it had no effect 
and "We wrote what we wanted." 

THE CIA-FBI COLLISION had its origin over , 
Oswald's trip to Mexico City, and what he did 
there, a few weeks before the Dallas slayings. 
Mexico City is one of the few world capitals where 
the FBI and CIA overlap on intelligence matters 
and both maintain well-manned offices. 

D. J. Brennan Jr., an aide to the late Assistant 
Director William C. Sullivan, wrote his Koss on 
Dec. 19, 1963, that the best way to protect FBI 
interests with the CIA was "a firm and forthright 
confrontation." He wrote in a memo to Sullivan 
that McCone had "allegedly informed Congress- - 
man Jerry Ford that the CIA had uncovered a plot 
in Mexico City indicating that Lee Harvey Oswald 
had received $6,500 to assassinate President 
Kennedy." 

He wrote that McCone had also made that state-
ment to columnist Drew Pearson, but that the 
statements were false and "McCone should have 
known they were false since his agency was fully 
informed that the story concerning the receipt of 
the money in Mexico was completely discredited." 

BRENNAN SUGGESTED that the FBI liaison 
agent. Sam Papich, confront McCone and said he 
believed McCone would "know where he stands 
and have a profound respect for our capabilities to 
be informed," 

It is generally conceded that Oswald went to 
Mexico City, tried unsuccessfully to get into the 
Cuban and Soviet embassies to seek help in going 
back to the Marxist world. The facts in dispute in 
the first frantic days after Kennedy's death were 
over a report given both the CIA and FBI in 
Mexico City that Oswald had met with Cuban 
agents at an open air nightclub there and accepted 
more than $6,000 in cash from them. 

CIA sources informed The Washington Star of 
this report within 72 hours of Kennedy's death, but 
the story was not printed because the FBI said the 
informant was untrustworthy. The man was a 
Nicaraguan who was trying to earn an informer's 
fee and had made up the story, according to FBI 
officials with whom The Star checked at that time. 
The CIA called it an uncorroborated report and let 
it go at that. 

THE CONTROVERSY involving the Dallas po-
lice chief erupted when Jesse Curry was inter-

, viewed on television and made comments that out-
raged FBI officials. 

Curry said, according to an internal memo 
written by DeLoach, that the FBI had Oswald 
under surveillance in Dallas before the shooting 
but did not notify Dallas police, that the FBI had 
recently interviewed Oswald and that the FBI cus-
tomarily advised Dallas police whenever an indi-
vidual of subversive backgrouund arrived in towo. 

DeLoach ordered the FBI special agent in 
charge, Gordon Shanklin, to tell Curry if he didn't 
go back on television and inform the wire services 
immediately that his charges were false, the FBI 
in Washington would call these "false statements" a lie. 

DeLoach wrote, "1 asked him (Shanklin) if he 
knew why Chief Curry would make such stupid 
statements. Shanklin stated that Curry was 
usually very cooperative, a very good friend of the 
FBI, however, did not think very fast and obvi-
ously made the statements without giving any 
thought to the repercussions." . 

It subsequently became known that Curry was  

correct in saying the FBI knew Oswald was in 
Dallas, and that special agent James Hosty had 
been to Oswald's house and had interviewed Os-
wald's Russian-born wife, Marina. This, it is now 
known, so incensed Oswald that he wrote a threat-
ening note to the FBI. Hosty's name and phone 
number were found in Oswald's possession after 
Kennedy was killed. 

The insistence that Curry withdraw his so-called 
"false" statements is even stranger in light of a 
memo from Assistant FBI Director A. H. Belmont 
to Hoover's alter ego, the late Clyde Tolson, writ-
ten the same day that Kennedy died. 

This memo said the Dallas FBI office knew at 
the outset that Oswald was the subject of an inter-
nal security-Cuba case, that he worked at the 
Texas School Book Depository from where the 
fatal shots were fired, and that FBI agents had in-
terviewed Oswald twice regarding his stay in Rus-
sia and whether he was given an assignment by 
the Russians. 

The FBI, according to the Belmont memo on 
Nov. 22, 19G3, knew about his slay in the Soviet 
Union, his membership in the pro-Castro Fair Play 
for Cuba Committee, his arrest in New Orleans 
and even that he had a violent temper and a new 

. baby. Shanklin, according to the memo, said this 
information had been furnished by the Dallas po-
lice. 

The mystery is why Curry apologized for saying 
the FBI had not told the Dallas police about Os-
wald before Kennedy was killed, which it may not 
have done. But at least half of the Curry statement 
appears to have been accurate and perhaps all of 
it was. 

IN 1963 it was not a federal crime to shoot a 
president of the United States and the assassina-
tion was in the sole jurisdiction of the Dallas po-
lice, in whose station a hanger-on named Jack 
Ruby killed Oswald less than 48 hours after 
Kennedy was slain. 

After Oswald's death the FBI got in its final dig 
at the Dallas police. On Nov. 27 one of Hoover's top 
aides, C. L. McGowan, telephoned instructions to 
the FBI in Dallas. 

So that Hoover could prepare a full memoran-
dum for President Johnson, the Dallas FBI was in-
structed to send a massive amount of information 
to Washington. Among the information desired, 
the memorandum said, was police involvement, 
the police connections of Ruby and the connection 
between Ruby and the officer killed by Oswald, 
Pvt. J. D. Tippitt. 

The FBI in Washington also wanted to know the 
nature of security provided in the areas and the 
admission of outsiders, presumably to the Dallas 
police station where Oswald was killed. 

Although Hoover, in responding to letters im-
mediately following the assassination, pointed out 
that the Secret Service and not the FBI was re-
sponsible for presidential protection, he quickly 
gained control of the bureaucratic battle, accord-
ing to the FBI files. 

Hoover also responded to several indignant 
correspondents, who blamed the FBI, by pointing 
out that the bureau was not responsible for the 
assassination. Secret Service Chief James 3. Row-
ley told the FBI, however, that "there is no ques-
tion but that the FBI is completely handling the 
Oswald investigation and his service is ready to 
assist in anyway." according to the FBI files. 
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