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to Russia. Likewise, some Russian defectors to the United States ;
were suspected of posing as defectors in order to gain inside posi-
tions in this country. Turn about is fair play, and it would be hard to
devise a more logical way to putaman behind the Iron Curtain.

Feldman pointed out that Oswald paid Miss Pauline Bates, a public
stenographer, to type parts of a manuscript he was writing about his
experiences in the Soviet Union. This was money he could ill afford

N to spend. He “hinted he had gone to the Soviet as a U.S. Secret
Agent.” Furthermore, he ‘was alleged to have told her, “When the
State Department granted my visa, they stipulated they could not
stand behind me in any way,” which could imply that they knew he
was taking a desperate chance acting as an agent and would have to
repudiate him if he was caught.

His activities in the Fair Play for Cuba Committee must have been
costly. He was rumored to have rented at his own expense an office
for thirty dollars a month; he arranged to have leaflets printed and
recruited helpers to distribute them; and when he was arrested he
promptly came jup with payment of his fine. These activities did
not sound like the work of a “loner.”

_ The police were said to have found $150 in his room when he was
arrested for the shooting of Officer Tippit. Some time previously he
had purchased a rifle with a telescopic sight and a revolver and had
supposedly spent other money on rifle-range practice and bore sight-
ing of the weapon. Practice rifle shooting is not inexpensive. '

And where did he get the money for a quick trip to Mexico City?
His meanderings around the world sounded more like the journeys
of a well-heeled globetrotter than the restricted life of a sometimes
employed laborer without a skill. It was said that if he had obtained a
visa from the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City he intended to junket
over to Havana and then perhaps on to Moscow once more for a
little sight-seeing. This was almost too much to believe. Pravda had
recently explained it by stating that without a doubt Oswald had
been an American spy from the beginning. Again there was the pos-
sibility he could have been a CIA agent, perhaps trained by the FBI,
and upon returning to the USA was used to penetrate such groups as
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. With his background as a defec-
tor, he could have made a perfect counteragent to spy on Castro’s

" SUppoOrters. 23} o* e L

‘Feldman recalled that on November 30'the Dallas “Times Herald
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experiences in the Soviet Union. This was money he could ill afford
to spend. He “hinted he had gone to the Soviet as a US. Secret
Agent.” Furthermore, he was alleged to have told her, “When the
State Department granted my visa, they stipulated they could not
stand behind me in any way,” which could imply that they knew he
was taking a desperate chance acting as an agent and would have to
repudiate him if he was canght.

His activities in the Fair Play for Cuba Committee must have been
costly. He was rumored to have rented at his own expense an office
for thirty dollars a month; he arranged to have leaflets printed and
recruited helpers to distribute them; and when he was arrested he
promptly came up with payment of his fine. These activities did
not sound like the work of a “loner.”

The police were said to have found $150 in his room when he was
arrested for the shooting of Officer Tippit. Some time previously he
had purchased a rifle with a telescopic sight and. a revolver and had
supposedly spent other money on rifle-range practice and bore sight-
ing of the weapon. Practice rifle shooting is not inexpensive.

And where did he get the money for a quick trip to Mexico City?
His meanderings around the world sounded more like the journeys
of a well-heeled globetrotter than the restricted life of a sometimes
employed laborer without a skill. It was said that if he had obtained 2
visa from the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City he intended to junket
over to Havana and then perhaps on to Moscow once more for a
little sight-seeing. This was almost too much to believe. Pravda had
recently explained it by stating that without a doubt Oswald had
been an American spy from the beginning. Again there was the pos-
sibility he could have been a CIA agent, perhaps trained by the FBI,
and upon returning to the USA was used to penetrate such groups as
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. With his background as a defec-
tor, he could have made a perfect counteragent to spy on Castro’s
supporters.

Feldman recalled that on November 30 the Dallas Times Herald
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had carried this Associated Press dispatch—again the allegation that
Oswald had received money via Western Union: “Someone tele-
graphed small amounts of money to Lee Harvey Oswald for several
months before the assassination of President Kennedy, it was re-
ported today. The unidentified sender telegraphed Oswald $10 to
$20at a time.”

The writer of “Oswald and the FBL,” after examining some of the
threads in the web, stated what every American would agree to:
“The Warren Commission should, if possible, tell us how President
Kennedy was killed, who killed him, and why. But beyond that it
must tell us if the FBI or any other government intelligence agency
was in any way connected with the alleged assassin, Lee Harvey
Oswald.” The same day on which the Commission was confronted
with this challenge by Attorney General Carr, Feldman summed up
the impressions of most laymen with the observation, “At this mo-
ment the possibility of such associations in the young man’s life is
intolerably a subject for speculation.”.

Discussions among members of the Commission on Monday, Janu-
ary 27, indicated they couldn’t agree more—but just how to go
about uncovering the facts was not an easy matter.

Because of the background of Mr. Allen Dulles, other members
turned to him for suggestions on how best to*handle this touchy
matter. What were they to do with a story like this?

' “Thxs is a terribly hard thing to disprove,” he told the others. -

~ “Let’s take a specific case,” Representauve Hale Boggs suggested.
“That fellow Powers was one of your men.”

“Oh yes, but he was not an agent. He wasan employee

“There was no problcm in 'provmg he was employed by the
CIA: ”»

“No, we had a slgned contract.” :

In the case of the U-2 incident and Powers he was not an under-
cover agent, as Mr. Dulles pointed out. The problem was far more
difficult with a true undercover agent, where there is nothmg in
writing. :

Mr. Boggs observed with some uneasiness, “What you do is to
make out a problem, if this be true—make our problem utterly im-
posmb}c, because you say this rumor can’t be dissipated under any
circumstance.” ; =l

- These observations by Allen Dulles 'pmpomted the difficulty the
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Commission would face in dealing not only with the possibility that
Oswald might be an FBI agent but also with all the myriad rumors
that the imaginations, of thousands.of writers would create in the -
next thousand years: They: dramatized' the complexity of the Com=
mission’s charge. A free society: must have some secret agencies to
defend itself against the deception of its potential enemies. On the
other hand, secrecy is the enemy of truth, and the Commission was
appointed by the President of the United States to find out all the
circumstances surrounding the: assassination of President Kennedy.

Mr. Rankin, chief counsel for the: Commission, explained why
Dallas’ Districe-Attorney: Wade was so troubled. Wade had told
Rankin abour his wartime experiences as a former FBI man. - -

“He did say he had considerable experience with the FBI and
knew their practices, that he handled as much as $2,000 2 month dur-
ing the war period in- which he paid off informers and undercover
agents in South America, and he knew that it wasn’t revealed on any
records he ever handled who he.was' paying it to and he never got
any receipts, and it wasn’t the practice to get receipts; that he would
have a list of numbers in his office—that was one of the most closely
guarded records that he had—and he would put down the amount he
paid off. - 'y no SF SNV U R S ¥ i

“He was frank, however, about stating* that he didn’t know
whether that practice continued; he didn’t know how they were
doing it; that was a long time ago and how the FBI would handle any
such transaction now, he didn’t knowz " o ¢ '

“He thought that the postal box was an ideal way to handle such
transactions and was a way he had used at various times in the past
£00. *- e :

“He didn’t indicate that he was sure this was the case at all. He
just indicated that it was a possibility, and some of the things that
happened he thought were curious.”

In mentioning the use of postal boxes, Wade was thinking of the
habit Oswald had of using these blind addresses wherever he went—
again, why?

The dilemma of the Commission was how to go about checking
the allegation that the FBI was involved in this matter. For more
than thirty years the FBI had been one of the most highly respected
agencies of the United States Government. Not that the members of
the Commission. would be awed by the prestige of the bureau or of
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its. almost legendary director, J, Edgar Hoover, but certainly it
would not be justified in plunging into the matter in some irrespon~
sible manner that might jeopardize the effectiveness of an important
agency’s future operations,, ., - il 5o =

.. The President’s order, creating the Commissior implicitly author- «

ized it to look into the security policies of the Secret Service. Every.
intelligence agency of the Government also had to. be. scrutinized.. ; '
The Commission: would have to devise an approach that was inde- :
pendent of all these agencies, and yet obviously the President’s Com= !
mission could not create a “scientific crime burean” of its own just
for the purpose of this inquiry. They would need trained men frome
. the CIA, the Secret Service, local police and certainly the FBIL. They
would need fingerprint experts, ballistics experts, handwriting ana-
lysts and dozens: of other professional helpers. Thus the matter of f
determining-at the outser how to handle the rumor that Oswald was !
connected with the FBI was a test; of the ability of the Commissionr ] ,
to execute its mission. Its members approached this challenge care- i
“ fully. Senator Russell asked chief counsel Lee Rankin, “What steps,
if any, have we taken to clear up this matter, Mr. Rankin, if it can ‘
be cleared up, to determine whether there is anything to this or not?” |
Mr. Rankin:; “Well, we have discussed various possibilities—that 5
is, the Chief Justice and myself have—and I want to tell you about
them, and I think you will have. to instruct us what you want us to
do. iy S U ST RO A 3 '}
“We thought, first, about approaching the Department with a re- s )
quest-that the Attorney General inform us as to the situation, not
only as to what he would say about whether Oswald was or was not
an undercover agent, but alsa with the supporting data that the
Commission could rely upom. s -

“I suggested the possibility for the Commission to consider that I
should go over and see Edgar Hoover myself and tell him this prob-
lem and that he should have as much interest as the Commission in
trying to putan end to any such speculations, not only by his state- % "
ment, which I would be frank to tell him I would think would not
be sufficient, but also if it was possible to demonstrate by ‘whatever \
records and materials they have that it just couldn’t be true, and see
if we couldn’t get his cooperation to present that with the under-
standing that the Commission—and stated understanding, at the time '
—the Commission would have to feel free to make such other inves- !

ir
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tigation and take testimony if it found it necessary, in order to sat-
isfy the American people that this question of an undercover agent
was out of the picture.” = e i’ ;

Representative Boggs asked, “What other alternatives are there?”

Mr. Rankin replied, “Well, the other alternative would be to ex-
amine Hudkins, the reporter. Also to examine Hosty, the FBI agent
who was working in that area, and to examine the Special Agent in
charge of the area, and to examine Mr. Hoover, under oath, right up
theline. . -~ ° : C e

“We do have a dirty rumor that is very bad for the Commission,
the problem, and it is very damaging to the agencies that are in-
volved in it and it must be wiped out insofar as it is possible to do so
by this Commission.. . :

“So it seemed to me in light of the way I would treat it, if I were
in their position, would be to have someone approach me, tell me the
problem and see what I frankly could do to clear my skirts, if there
was a way to do it, and as long as the Commission didn’t agree not
to go further, if they felt that would not satisfy them, I don’t see
how the Commission would be prejudiced.” . - b o4f X :

Chairman Warren: “Well, Lee and I both agreed. that we
shouldn't leave this thing in this present posture, that we should go
ahead and try to clear the matter up as best we can.

“Now, my own suggestion was to Lee that wefind out first from
these people as far as we can if there is any substance to it or
whether it is just plain rumor:

“It may be that Hudkins would claim privilege. If he did, I
thought that after we tried to get him to see that it was in the inter-
est of his country to state the facts that we might go to the publisher
of his paper and see if we couldn’t get—enlist him to have this man
tell us where he got his information.

“Lee, on the other hand, felt it would be the better part of coop-
eration to go over and see Mr. Hoover and tell him frankly what the
rumor was, state that it is pure rumor—we haven'’t evaluated the
facts—but ask him, first, if it is true, and secondly if he can supply us
with information to establish that these facts are not true, and they
are inconsistent with what would be the way of operation of their
bureau.”

Mr. McCloy observed, “If we got a statement from the Depart-
ment that the Attorney General and perhaps from Mr. Hoover, or
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from Mr. Hoover himself, which said, ‘I am telling you that this
man was not in any way employed by the FBL or in the case of
John McCloy or the CIA, I think that probably stops us, unless we
run into something . . ." , ‘

Mr. Rankin: “Allen, how would you feel about it, if you were
head of the CIA now, and the same claim was made and this Com- .

i 5 mission was worried about the claim being believed by the public,
and they would ask you, would you want the Commission to come
to you directly?” . : -

Mr. Dulles: “Oh, yes, certainly [ would.” .

..+ Mr. Rankin: “Or would you want us to go out and examine wit- i
nesses first?” - |

Mr. Dulles: “I think I would want you to come so I could give
you leads as to how you could examine witnesses if you wanted to.”

Mr: Rankin: “If you had us out examining witnesses about b
whether you had the man in your employ, would you feel that we
were not very fair to you?” !

Mr. Dulles: “No. I don’t think I would.” |
. Mr. Rankin: “That wouldn’t bother you.”. (o

Mr. Dulles: “No."” : ’

Senator Russell: “Thetre. is no man in the employ of the Federal {
Government who stands higher in the opinion of the American ¥
people than J. Edgar Hoover.” J 1

Mr. Dulles: “That is right.” |

Senator Russell: “Of course, we can get an affidavit from Mr.

Hoover and put it in this record and go on and act on that, but if
we didn’t go any further than that, and we don’t pursue it down to
Hudkins or whoever it is, there still would be thousands of doubting
Thomases who would believe this man was an FBI agent and you
just didn’c try to clear it up and you just took Hoover's word.

“Personally, I would believe J. Edgar Hoover. I have a great deal ‘
of confidence in him.” ;

Mr. Dulles: “I do, teo.” _ ‘ '

Senator Russell: “But the other people—I would believe, a simple ~
statement as Holy Writ, this one statement without being under
oath, but you can't try cases that way, and you can’t base the con-
clusions of this Commission on that kind of material.”

Senator Cooper:. “I would like to have your idea about what I
suggested.”

i3
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- Mr. McCloy: “State it again.”" ="« "7 .

Senator Cooper: “We know these people have been here; so this
speculation or rumor is somewhat: official—we will not say it has .
their approval, but they don’t disapproveit.” - '~ i Hhiok

Mr. McCloy: “They have taken cognizance of it.”

e a

- - Senator Cooper: “That being true, since we are under a duty to-

see what Hudkins says about it, where he got that information, my
suggestion was we do that but apprise Mr. Hoover about the facts—
where this information comes from, that we have to inquire into it,
that we will inquire into it, and then later talk to him further about
it and see if there are any facts which he ought to know about, and it
would be a matter of justice to him instead of having him disprove ic
from the beginning.” roa o

Mr. McCloy: “What is your objection, John, to going to Hoover -
or the Department of Justice, or the CIA, John McCone, or Under
Secretary of Defense—he has an intelligence unit too—and ask them
if they can give us any information which would prove or disprove
this ramor?” S R TN

Senator Cooper: “I haven’t got any objection to it, but even if—if
we are dealing with the FBI now—if Mr. Hoover makes his state-
ment, I think still by reason of the fact you haverheard these people
and- they have said.that Hudkins does have some information about
the truth of it, whether it is so or not, you still are under a duty to
examine them.” g Y il

Chairman Warren: “We must go into this thing from both ends,
from the end of the raumormongers and from the end of the FBI, and
if we come into a ¢zl de sac—well, there we are, but we can report
onit. - :

“Now that is the way it would appeal to me. These are things
where people can reasonably disagree. Whatever you want to do I
am willing to approach it in that manner.”

Mr. Rankin: “Would it be acceptable to go ahead and find out
what we could about these—"

Mr. McCloy: “Hudkins’ sources.” ‘

Mr. Rankin: “Then if he []. Edgar Hoover] reacts and says, ‘1
want to show you that it couldn’t be,’ or something like that, be-
forehand, what about that kind of an approach?”

Chairman Warren: “Well, Lee, I wouldn’t be in favor of going to
any agency and saying, ‘We would like to do this.’ I think we ought

24
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to know what we are going-to do, and do it, and take our chances
one way or the other: -
“I don’t believe we should apologize or make it look that we are in
Y1 any way reticent about making any investigation that comes to the
. Commission.” -
"~ Mr. Rankin: “I don’t think the country is going to be satisfied
with the mere statement from, not to use Mr. Hoover’s name, but
just examine about any intelligence agency that Oswald wasn’t hired,
in light of this kind of an accusation, a rumor.' g _
“Lthink that the country is going to expect this Commission to try

« tofind out the facts as to' how those things are handled to such an

extent that this Commission can fairly say, ‘In our opinion, he was

or was not an employee of any intelligence agency of the United
States.”” ' i

~ Tr'was the consensus of all seven men that the only way to proceed
“was to conduct extensive and thorough hearings of as many wit-
nesses as was necessary to exhaust not just this rumor but dozens of
other rumors. Where doubts were cast on any United States agency,
independent experts would be hired and the investigation conducted
in such 2 way as to avoid reliance omr a questioned authority. No
matter what the cost in time or money, every facet of the events in
Dallas had to be explored. The Commission drew up an exhaustive
list of witnesses and collected for analysis all pertinent books and
magazines and newspaper articles. The staff compifcd a directory of
names of all persons said to have had any part in the matter. Then
began months of hearings, hours of taking sworn testimony, which
led from one skein of facts to another. Seldom has a crime appeared
to be more complicated and mysterious. Never has a crime been so
thoroughly investigated. From that investigation comes this bi-
ography of an assassin.
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threads in the web, sted whor every American would ag
“The Warten Commision should, if possible, teil us how President
Kennedy was killed, who killed him, and why. But beyvond that it
must tell us if the FRI or any other government ::n::;.:..n agency
Was in any way connected with the alleged assassin, _.nn Harvey
Oswald.” The same day on which the Commission was confronted
with this challenge by /:::_3 General Carr, Feldman summed up
the impressions of most lavmen with the observation, “At this mo-
ment the possibility of such associations in the young man’s life is
intolerably a subject for speculation.”

Discussions among members of the Commission on Monday, Janu-
ary 27, indicated they couldn’t agree more—but just how to go
about uncovering the facts was not an casy matter.

Because of the background of Mr, Allen Dulles, other members
turned to him for suggestions on how best to handle this touchy
matter, ..GL__.: were they to do with a story like this?

“Fhis is a terribly L vl thing to L_,_?o..n _he told the others.

“Let’s take a specific case,"” Representative Hale Boggs suggested.
“That fellow Powers was one of your men.”

“Oh yes, e he was not aniagent. Te was an employee.”

“There was no problem in proving he was employed by the
CIAX,

“No, We h .,::..__.q:q,_:::_,._nﬁ

In arn case of the U-2 incident and Powers, he was not an under-
cover agent, as Mr. Dulles pointed out. The problem was far more
difficulc with a true undercover agent, where there is nothing in
writing. . you

Mr. Boges observed with some uneasiness, “What you do is g
make out a2 problemyif this be 2:3.__»:5_8 our problem utrerly im-
_voﬁ_r_n. rn..::n you say this rumor can't be dissipated under any
circumstance.”

These observations by Allen Dulles pinpointed the difficulty the
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Mo Rankin, chief counsel for the Commission, cxplained why
Dallas™ Districe Attorney Wade was so troubled. Wade had rold
Rankin about his wartime experiences as a fonner FBI man.

“He did say héfhad considerable experience with the FBI, and
knew their practices, that he handled as much as $2,000 2 month dur-
ing the war period in which he paid off m:?:::wu:m undercover
agents in South Amenica, and he knew that it wasn't revealed ¢ any
records he ever handled who he was paving it to and he never got
any receipts, and it wasn't the practice to get reccipts; that he would
have a list of numbers in his officezrthat was one of the most closely
guarded records that he had-svarid he would put down the amount he

paid ofly , W WOINC 1= HEAD o P gov'r oW cwaveR... Q:

“He was frank, however, about stating that he didn't know
whether that praciice continueds he didnt know how they were
doing it that was a long time ago and how the FIBI would handle any
such transaction now, He didn't know.  /an<2)

“He thought that the postal box was an ideal way to handle such
transactions, and was a way, he had used at various times in the past,
100. . taat &

“He didn't indicate that he was surerthis was the case at all. He

4
just indicated that it was a possibility, and some of the things that hea

happened he thought were curious.”

In mentioning the use of postal boxes, Wade was thinking of the
habit Oswald had of using these blind addresses w herever he went—
again, w hy? ’

The dilemma of the Commission was how to go about checking
the allegation that the FBI was involved in this matter. For more
than thirty years the FBI had been onc of the most highly respecred
agencics of the United States Government. Not that the members of
the Commission would be awed by the prestige of the burcau or of
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The Commision would have 1o devie an approach that was inde-
pendent of all these agencies, and vt ebviously the President's Com-
mission could not create o “seientitic erime bureau® of its own just
for the purpose of this __:;::.,.. ,_._:..... would need trained men from
the CIA, the Secret Serviee, loca) pohice and certainly the FBI. They
would need fingerprint experts, ballistics experts, handwriting ana-
lysts and dozens of other professiony) helpers. Thus the matier of
zn:..z::___ﬁ at the outser how to handle the rumor that Oswald was
conncected with the FBI was a test of the ucm_ma. of the Commission
to exccute its mission. lts members approached this challenee care-
fully. Senator Russell asked chief counsel Lee Rankin, “What steps,
if any, have we taken to clear up this matter, Mr. Rankin, if it can
be cleared up, to determine whether there js anything to this or not:"

Mr. Rankin: “Well, we have discussed various m,,:.,...:x_ie_..*.::__..
isg the Chief Justice and mysell haveseand I want to tell you about
them, and T think you will have to instruct us what you want us 1o
do.

"We -__cc.n_z. first, abour approaching the Un?_ﬂzzni with a re-
quest that the Attorney General inform us as to the situation, not
only as to what he would sav about whether Oswald was Or was not

nn.__:_n_.n.:.n_‘ agent, but also with rhe supporting dara :..ﬁ the
Commission eould rely Ez_:uaux Fheve 12 come m.mr?_?&_....*
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should £0 over and sce Fdear Hoover myself and tell him this prob-
lem and that he should have as mnch interest as the Commission in
trying to put an end to any such speculations, not only by his stare-
ment, which I would be franlk to tell hing I would .E.:r..c..:cr_ not
be sufficient, bur also if it was possilile to demonstrate by whatever
records and materials they have that it just couldn't be true, and sce
if we couldn't get his cooperation tu present thar with the under-
standing that the Commis iongand stated ::anaz_:&:m. at the ume,
#-the Commission would have to feel free to make such other inves-
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“We do have a dirty rumor that is very bad for the Commission,
the problem, and it is very damaging to the agencics that are in-
volved in it and it must be wiped out insofar as it is possible to do so
rw. this Commission. hat

“So it seemed to me in light o.nﬂ_.o way I would treat ity if I were
in their position, would be to have somcone approach me, tell me the
problem and see what 1 frankly could do to clear my skirts, if there
was a way to do it and as long ds the Commission didn’t agree not
to go further, if they felt that would not satisfy them, 1 don't see
how the Commission would be prejudiced.”

Sme 7o Chairman Warren: “Well, Lee and T both agreed that we
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i4p. 3 : e . .
shouldn't leave this thing in this present posture, that we should go
ahcad and try to clear the matter up as best we can, ve hd asgoee bl 4
1+o. 11 “Now, my own suggestion was to Lee that we find out first from

these people as far as we can jf there is any substance to it or
whether it is just plain rumor. .-« 2 # (SWEATT, A €eanpz ) OMITED
(#0.22  *“Jt may be that® Hudkins would clim privilege. If he did, I
-+ thought that after we tricd to get him to sce that it was in the inter-
est of his country to state the facts that we might go to the publisher
of his paper and scc if we couldn’t get—enlist him to have this man
tell us where he got his information.
“Lee, on the other hand, felt it would be the better part of coop-
eration to go over and sce Mr. Hoover and tell him frankly what the
rumor was, state that it is pure rumor;ewe haven’t cvaluated the

/

mun:w#ccq ask him, first, if it is true, and sccondly if he can supply us
with information to establish that these facts are not true, and they

are inconsistent with what would be the way of operation of their
Burcau.” . _
PR Mr. McCloy observed, “If we got a statement from the Depart-
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from Mr. [oouver fiaredf which said, 1 e 0l - that this
man was not an any wac endived by the | |
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M. Rankin: " Allen, Low Wi
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Id Vaou &.n.hﬂ abwage e oA weere
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to you dircctly?”
Mr. Dulles: “Oh, yes, certainly I would.”
M. Rankin: “Or would + y
g You want us to go out and exam; =
e b g ( mine wit
. sy 1R
. 3_? Dulles: 1 think T would want you to come so | could give
vch_u cads as 1o how you could examine witnesses if you wanted "
Pad = “ - R e o ; ’
. ; ...Hw _N....E_,_:. If you had us out examiming witnesses about
whether you had the man in your employ, would you feel that we
were not very fair to you?”
Mr. Cc__n.m“ “No, I don't think I would.”
Mr. Rankin: “That wouldn't bother you.”
Mr. Dulles: “No.”
Omn:..:aw Russcll: “There is no man in the cmploy of the Federal
overnment :..ro stands higher in the opinion of the Amcrican
people than J. Edgar Hoover,”
Mr. Dulles: “That is right.”
:mﬂ::c_. z:.....a__” “Of course, we can get an aflidavie from Mr
oo_«.n_...,:a put it in this record and go on and act on that, but if
Nn .:W._:._.. go any further than that, and we don't pursuc it down to
.H._”: s or whoever it is, there still would be thousands of doubting
. omwanw who would believe this man was an FRBI agent and v.cm
_cv“.n_.. idn't _-_J. “o clear it up and vou st took Hoover's word.
crsonally, T w Jiev o ic :
Wi i Y _.c:._.a believe J. Edgar Hoover, I have 2 great deal
of confidence in him.
Mr. Dulles: “I do, too,™
L Scnator Russell: “But the other people—I would belicve, a simple
. ARFE : :
Jﬂ:n:n as :c_.,. Writ, this onc statement without heine under
c_“: L but you can’t ury cases that way, and you can't base the con-
Clusions of this Commission on that kind of material "

Sen: e 1 ik i
ucmm.“w“_nm__”-.nco.cph I would like to have your idea gbout whae 1
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I dont thinl the COUntry Iy o (o b .:./___2.

#L sce what Hudkins E14a about jtow here b ot 1l _ o, fay TR Tl
3 S Tra I, Where & pab that anleamnaon, na [ 75 2 Witk frsrestrement from, nor t 1. Me Hoover's nime but
suggestion was we do thag hut apprise Me. Hoover abown the faci e bl SEOEne dhout any intelligenee asency: that Oswald wasn'e _..q ]
where this information comes feam, That we have o inquire into i, o= ) in light of this kind of an E..ﬁ.__.f..:::..M:_:.Eq. . ) necy
thaf we will inquire into it, and then Pagr alk to him further about “Lthink that the country i £oing to expect this Commission to tre
it and scc if there arc any facts which he ought 1o know about, and it to find our the facts s to how those things are *SL:.:?_ _r - _H R
would be a matter of justice to him instead of having him disprove it extent that this Commission can fairly say., ‘In a:._. apinion ._.n : ‘“5
from the beginning.” i, TN PO 15 or was not an employee of any intelligence agency _“;. the ﬁ“q i« ..M
Mr. Znﬁ_av.“ “What is your oljjection, John, tn going t  Hoover States." " : : - sency _ e
or the Department of Justice? Be the CIA, John McCone, or Fnder— v A
Secretary of Defensga-he has an intclligence unit _:um;ix_-......_nn}ﬂd o et It was the concensus of al) seven men that the only way to proceed
.”mmwr_.n..w_:n“_wwwm:o us a:..f. information which would _:.:: or disprove Mﬂ«hﬁw«a& w_.“”n“c a“”:_cna B.:.:”w:.n .:.:_ :::,::m__ _.n.._.lswm of as many wit-
‘ o . . . 5 Was necessary to exhaust nor Just this rumor but dozens of
Senator Cooper: “I haven't gotEng objection to i, but even ifwif other rumors, Where doubrs were east on any United States amenes
we are dealing with the FBI nowsif Mr. Hoover makes his state- independent experts would be hired and the W:p.oﬁm?_:.:_w E.._w.ﬂ“:_nug.
ment, T think still by reason of the fact you have heard these people in such a way as to avoid reliance on a a_znﬂr._:nﬂ anthority n.7n.;
and they have said that Hudkins does have some information about matter what the cost in time or meaney’, E.nJm facet .:“ the S.m:._ in
the truth of it, whether it is S or nor, you still are under a duty to Dallas had 1o be explared. The ﬁ:::._:..,m::.m_.n..:. up an 2__.:_,....a.h.:
examine them.” . list of witnesses and collected for analvsis all H::ﬂ.“.z _::r _ .m.
skl 1% Chairman Warren: “We must go into this thing from both ends, magazines and newspaper articles. The seaff _.,r.o w iled 2 dire -y w::
162-9 from the end of the rumormongers and from the end of the FBI, and names of all persons said to __.:._._,..__.,:_ “_.:..,. _5::“_“_ ﬂn*“nu__._..__u_._,nn_._:.q_.w_wa
if we come into a cud de En&ﬂwm.. there we are, but we can report began months .i. hearings, hours of :_,.:._m.. sworn testimony, .:.__mn”
< . . . . led from one skein of facts to another. Seldom has a crime appeared
Now that is the way it would appeal to mie. These are things to be more complicated and mysterious. Never has a erime _.* o g
where people can reasonably disagree. Whatever you want to do 1 - :E:Em___.ﬁ m:...nv:.rn.:n._. From that m_:.nmmm.._nc: comes :_m“:hm:
oo M willing to ".E“:snr itin that manner.” [Man® 4L ONMRGLA 2D 1p Sr.kﬁq& ography of an assassin,
63.25 Mr. Rankin: “Would it be acceptable to go, 2heikl and find out “Aay Py
what we could abour these—" TO MR . HOGVER . - @Nv o &
Mr. McCloy: “Hudkins' sources.” : Uy,
Mr. Rankin: “Then if he [J. Edgar Hoover] reacts o.:d says, I “op Py
want to show you that it couldn't be,’ or something like that, be- ! e /.
forchand, what about that kind of an approach?” . i ‘7
Chairman Warren: “Well, Lee, | wouldn't be in favor of going to
any agency and saying, ‘We =.Q=E like to do this." I think we ought
}
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