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On the surface, both the question
-un the answer seemed straightfor-
OE r. President, would you also like
Ba.ns_dgaaﬂa&ﬁsa&ﬁs—na

P:Eemg&nas«:asae
ggﬁ%%hﬁ.& and
5« Senate committees, and those
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53&32&%3353&5."
House commiitee and the Senate com-
.iao«. after full investigation, came
conclusion that there was no sub-
-Baoussnnunenaﬁs I do not be-
ieve they are any more pertinent to-
than they were then, and my re-
was fully cleared at that time.
Former White Hoyse counsel John
Dean, in 8 Wednesday morning inter-
view on NBC's Today show, had named
Richard Cook as the man who had done

§§'§

gation into the laundering of money in
the Watergate scandal.
When Ford was asked about that alle-

al

Thursday night, he made no outright
denial, but said only that he had “re-
viewed the testimony™ he had given at
the time of his confirmation, and that

the congressional leaders had accepted '

that testimony at the time.
The fact that he was avoiding a direct

answer did not become clear, however,’
until another reporter asked a fol =aa
up guestion:

Q. Mr. President . . ;o:»i:xeoa “The i i o thio B

aauuw%e :taesn
allegations from John Dean

snnreﬁ&aaguﬁnaﬁsﬁg
Cook the matter of blocking the

Sioation by the House of Watergnts,
. lemshehas...

and at the time you said ... . you did not

A. I will give you exactly the same

‘answer I gave to the House commiitee
“and the Senate committee. That an-

swer was satisfactory to the House

committee by a vote of 29 to 8, and I -

think a unanimous vote in the Senate
committee. The matter was fully in-
vestigated by those two commitiees,
and I think that i8 o satisfactory an-

- two years ago.
‘What he had said at that time is that |

he didn't remember discussing “with
anybody on Yhe White House staff” the
notion of shutting down the ﬁnu!
Patman investigation.
Ford had acknowledged that he e had
a role EEEH&E e investigation, but
insisted, during the hearings on his
Eﬂgiggﬁrﬁnﬁwo
did it on his own and not at the urging
of the Nixon White House.
- Maybe so. But it would be a a lot easier

€ They talk for a while about other

to believe were it not for the transcript
of a Sept. 15, 1972, tape of a White

dent Nixon, H. R. Haldeman and Dean.

know that it comes from the top. While
I can't talk for myself, he has to get at
this and (blank) this thing up.

mu_.hau.oagw&:r thing
investigation and how best to go about  UP, all right, only he denies that any-

cutting it off.

DEAN: Jerry Ford is not really tak- E_Mﬁ“-wwnuﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂ_uﬂaﬂoﬁmng
ing an active interest in this matter grom Dean runs through a list of
that is developing, so (Maurice) Stans  wequnter actions” that could be taken
is going to see Jerry Ford and try t0  for public relations value, including “a
brief him and explain to him the prob-  complaint to the

NIXON: ﬂiﬁn?ﬁﬁaaw?eo:
think so? Connally can't, because of the
way he iz set up. If anybody can do it,
Connally could, but if Ford can get the

minority members . . . Widnall, efc., were not proposed as serious litigation.
.—353&85815:&%%. On Oct. 6. 1972 Fair
" if we ever win the House, Jerry will be al the Campaign

Speaker, and he could tell kim if he did
not get off (blank) __asaaaea%u#
ﬂ-ﬂ?g

DEAN: That would be very helpful to

get all of these people ot least pulling  Mayhe that was coincidence, too.

together. If Jerry could get a little ac-  Dean says Ford was in on the efforts

tion on this. to squelch the investigation. :
- HALDEMAN: Dammn it, Jerry should.  Ford says he wasn't.

Wright Patman js dead. :

But apparently there are unreleased
“White House tapes covering the period
of the Patman investigation. And it
doesn’t seem farfetched to suppose that
these tapes may include references to
Jerry Ford's (blanking) up the investi-
gation, with some indication as to
whether it was loyal team-play or .
happy coincidence.

’ . And, since Ford was unsuccessful in
_ a ?  his efforts to give the tapes back to his
Maybeitis. ? ousted predecessor, they prosumally
NIXON: I think maybe that is the are é!ﬂﬂggnmgnﬂ_g
thing. This is a big play. He has to  cutor Charles Ruff listening?

Eﬂaﬂn

UE I think Maury (Stans) ought
to brief Ford on exactly what his whole
.Em.a.tsus?ﬁn:é understands



