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B
ad seed of W

arren report grew
 30 yrs. of distrust 

B
y G

A
E
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N

ZI  

It's now
 a given that A

m
ericans have be-

com
e cynical, im

bued w
ith a deep frustra-

tion and a sense of alienation from
 those 

they have chosen to run their governm
ent 

for them
. T

hey no longer accept as totally 
truthful w

hat anyone says in W
ashington or 

even in state and local governm
ents. 

T
his m

ay shock you G
eneration X

ers: 
T

here w
as a tim

e w
hen the people did. 	

' 
T

hey did believe w
hat their elected ofli-

cia Is told them
. W

hat happened? 
L

ast w
eek rem

inded us. It w
as the 30th 

anniversary of the issuance of the W
arren , 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 R

ep
o
rt 

P
undits have proffered one or a com

bi-
nation of events as sem

inal to the grow
th of 

distrust of governm
ent —

 from
 the assassi-

nation of P
resident John F

. K
ennedy to 

V
ietnam

 to W
atergate to Iran

-C
on

tra. B
ut I. 

suggest It is the W
arren C

om
m

 ision R
eport 

—
 a w

eighty tom
e produced by som

e of the 
m

ost respected m
en in A

m
erica —

 that 
p
lan

ted
 th

e seed
 o

f d
istru

st 
T

he A
m

erican people expected the W
ar-

ren C
om

m
ission to put closure to the m

ost 
trag

ic an
d
 trau

m
atic ev

en
t th

ey
 h

ad
 ev

er 
collectively endured. W

e expected the 
W

arren C
om

m
ission to give us a founda-

tion on w
hich to rebuild our faith in our 

governm
ent's integrity and in the validity 

of our dem
ocracy. 

H
istory tells us —

 shouts at us —
 that it 

failed those expectations. N
ow

, polls say, 
as m

any as 85%
 of A

m
ericans don't believe 

the W
arren C

om
m

ission told the truth. 
B

y E
xecutive O

rder N
o. 11130, on N

ov. 
29, 1983, P

resident L
yndon Johnson direct-

ed the com
m

ission to "evaluate all the facts  

an
d

 circu
m

stan
ces su

rro
u

n
d

in
g

 th
e assas-

sination." T
he com

m
ission didn't do that It 

deem
ed it had a m

ore im
portant m

ission, 
conveyed by Johnson w

hen he pressured a 
relu

ctan
t C

h
iefJu

stice E
arl W

arren
 to

 ac-
cept the chairm

anship. T
he country, said 

Johnson, had to be assured there w
as no 

conspiracy, especially a foreign one that 
m

ight Ignite desire for revenge and trigger 
a n

u
clear w

ar. 
Y

ears later, Jo
h
n
so

n
 w

o
u
ld

 tell rep
o
rter 

D
avid W

ise that he told W
arren, a first lieu-

tenant in W
orld W

ar I, that he knew
 he 

w
ould w

alk across the A
tlantic to save the 

lives of three A
m

ericans. N
ow

, Johnson 
said he told W

arren, "possibly a hundred 
m

illion lives are at stake here. -  
A

nd so the W
arren C

om
m

ission set out to 
determ

ine how
 L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald alone  

killed K
ennedy. F

our of six staff team
s 

w
ere assigned to deal w

ith O
sw

ald. 
A

nd because of pressure by Johnson to 
release the report before the next N

ovem
-

ber's elections, the com
m

ission had to rush 
through its job, forcing its staff to ignore or 
bury evidence that m

ight contradict its 
foregone conclusions. T

he result w
as a re-

port that looked im
pressive in its bulk and 

w
eight but w

as loaded w
ith conclusions not 

supported by the evidence. 
T

hat's not the speculation of a conspira-
cy buff. T

hat w
as the determ

ination in 1978 
of the H

ouse S
elect C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassi-

nations, for w
hich I w

as a staff investigator. 
A

 lack of belief in the W
arren R

eport 
slow

ly began to creep into the A
m

erican 
psyche and encom

pass other aspects of the 
governm

ent, its agencies and institutions. 

B
ut public distrust w

as not allayed w
hen 

A
m

ericans w
atched as the first six m

onths 
of the new

 H
ouse com

m
ittee's life w

as 
spent not on investigation, but in political 
lobbying to keep the com

m
ittee alive and 

funded. 
T

he first chief counsel w
as forced to re-

sign w
hen he insisted that certain govern-

m
ent agencies, including the F

B
I and the 

C
IA

, w
hich had been less than honest w

ith 
the W

arren C
om

m
ission, be included as 

targets. T
he chief counsel w

ho replaced 
him

 structured an investigation that 
looked good on paper but w

as, In fact, im
-

possible to com
plete. 

S
till, I rem

em
ber thinking, C

ongress 
w

ouldn't in the end perm
it som

ething as 
im

portant as a true investigation into K
en-

nedy's assassination to be lim
ited in any 

w
ay, not from

 w
hat w

e knew
 about the W

ar-
ren C

om
m

ission's failures. 
I learned how

 w
rong I w

as w
hen the new

 
chief counsel called his first staff m

eeting 
and revealed that the com

m
ittee's priority 

w
as to get a report done w

ithin w
hat w

as 
left of the com

m
ittee's lim

ited tim
e and 

budget I rem
em

ber asking, "W
hat about 

finding out w
ho killed P

resident K
enne-

dy?" I w
as dism

issed w
ith a w

ave of the 
hand. "O

h, w
e'll do that, too." 

W
e didn't, of course. W

hat w
e did w

as to 
deceive again the A

m
erican people and 

add enriching m
anure to the ever-bloom

-
ing distrust in governm

ent planted by the 
W

arren C
om

m
ission R

eport 
H

appy 30th anniversary. 
G

aefon F
onzi is a journalist and author of 

"T
he L

ast In tw
rigation," a chronicle o

f his 
experiences on the H

ouse select com
m

ittee 
probing the K

ennedy a
s
s
a
s
s
in

a
tio

n
. 


