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LAWRENCEVILLE, Ga. — It's
been exactly ,three months since
someone tried to kill Hustler maga-
zine owner Larry C. Flynt, but there
still is sharp disagreement between
official investigators and the victim
and his family about who the prinie
suspects in the case should be. A
, m_ﬂw._.; contends that agents of the
CIA or FBI shot him in order to inter-
rupt the investigation of President
Kennedy's assassination, an investi-
gation financed by his magazine em-

ire.
v Bryant Hulf, the Gwinnett County,

Ga., &.J_.H* attorney heading the
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‘" We are not investigating the CIA or the FBY

Investigation of the March 6 shooting
of Flynt and his attorney, believes he
ultimately will arrest organized
crime figures or perhaps disgruntled
former employces of Hustler on
charges of attempted murder and
conspiracy in connection with the
noontime attack. -

“We are not investigating the CIA.

or the FBI," Huff says bluntly.

. Huff adds that if after arrests are
made people want to believe that the
gunman was a dupe for a govern-
ment agency, there simply won’t be
much he can do to dissuade them.
_HE- BELIEVES that Lawrence-

4___93:5:2?!_2.:5:3&8 _vao.
ple situated 30 miles northeast of
Atlanta, was chosen for the “clever
diabolic plot” té mirder Flynt be-
cause the immediate public reaction
would be that some pornography-hat-
ing Bible Belt redneck had done the
shooting, thereby masking the would-
be killer's real motivation.

Police believe «the assailant hid
under the stone arches of an aban-
doned hotel on Perry Stréet here,
fired two shots, then escaped in a car
driven by a co-conspirator who
parked in a back alley

at led to the

eories About Flynt Shooting -

, 2:2..._3_._ road In this. red-clay

town.™
Flynt, partially paralyzed [rom
two bullet wounds and speaking in a
weak voice by telephone from his
* hospital Bed in Columbus, Ohio, said
yesterday the Gwinnett County
rosecutor will never make an arrest
n the case because "“some agents of
the government were involved.”

- The CIA and FBI, Flynt says, want

.fo prevent ﬁa:n»za: of the next
issue of the Los Angeles Free Press,
which he owns and claims will name
the real suspects in the Kennedy
assassination, ' Larry Flynt Publica-

i :.E__m Inc. has offered a §1 million re-

_ . See FLYNT, D5

iward to anyone who can provide the
jclues necessary to prove Flynt's con-
ttention that Lee Harvey Oswald did
i sor-.ﬁ alone in killing Kennedy.

A ﬂmm“,oznk AREA ol agreement
‘between Huff and Gwinnett County
_no__aa.aa the one side and Flynt and
‘his!felitives — his 24-year-old wife,
tAlthea and his 30-year-old brother,
Jimmy.— on the other seems to be

““&un h&; was- Lo 1 o
[lanatjc-outraged by Flynt's widely
_Efm sed emergence last November
;a8 a YdFn-again Christian.

Clgrence Eugene Reeves JIr., local
cow for Flynt during the trial
shere .ol the Hustler owner on ob-
scenlly, charges that was dismissed
EKJ&E shooting of the lwo men,
genenally agrees on that,

Rabves, who was seriously
wounted in the liver and pancreas by
a .44 magnum rifle shell that first hit

hot shot by a religious




-
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Flynt,is almost certain that no Geor-
gian or lone fanatic, did the shooting.
“IFa religious nut had done it, they
only plan a crime up to the point of
its commission,” Reeves said. "“They
don't plan a getaway. They want it to
be known who did it. j
“And local people I'm ruling out
because there wasn’t that much in-
terest:in the (obscenity) case. Therg
wasn't five people other than the
media who came into court as
spectators. The reason I don’t believe
anybody local had anything 'to di
with if_{s that Mr. Flynt made a g
impression on the people in this town.
1 believe he would have been acquit-
ted had the case gone on to the jury."

ﬂ..un.w__n Gwinnett County invest|-
ga

rs who interviewed Flynt several
weeks ago at Ohio State University
Medical Center finally convinced him
that his earlier charge that a Ku

Klix Klan member was involved was-

not true.

Flynt said he has accepted the dis-

trict attorney's explanation, which
Huff said was based on assurances
he recgived from Klan members he
knows “that the Klan was not in-
volved. Huff added the Klan has

helped provide leads in the investiga-

tion. «~- :

" Huff also said that in the South the

days when even Klansmen would get

upset about sexually explicit pictures
o! blacks and whites such as those
published in Hustler are over.

Members of Flynt's [amily still’

aren’t certain about the Klan.

As Jimmy Flynt put it: “You've
got to remember how %am_u infil-
trated the Klan is by the FBL."

WHEN HUFF AND local police
talk about possible suspects they
focus on organized crime figures and
disgruntled former employces of
Flynt's empire. They talk about busi-
ness difficulties at Hustler and “the
pornography angle."

Capt. Burt Blanott, head of the
Gwinnett County detective squad, is
-ra__wznu_ of the Flynts' fears. “The
trail to the Kennedy assassination Is
80 cold that it wouldn't make any dif-
ference if there was a $10 million re-
ward,” = b

Chiel among the organized crime
theories being worked on by Gwin-
nett County investigators is the possi-

g

bility that a pornography rival ot
Flynt's may have tried to have him
assassinated. | :

The investigators have noted three-
dilferénit aspects of the ,no:.__aﬂ.uqu
business in their efforts to link It to!
wq_mnm-._noa crime and the shooting of |
¢ One of Flynt's main suppliers of
sexual paraphernalia is Reuben Stur--
man, a Cleveland businessman curr,
rently under indictment.  Some,
federal investigators believe -Sture
man is connected to organized crime

and is perhaps the biggest porno
dealer in the country, = i
. (Ina-series on pornography earlier’

thig” Jear, The Star reported that
companjes controlled by Sturman
had taken over ownership of at least
six District bookstores, including one
that'was extensively remodeled and
renamed the Hustler bookstore.) s
Persons associated with. Sturman
are bélieved by federal investigators
to have been involved in violent dis-
putes. over territory with other por-
.._Sw_.wwww dealers. Gwinnett County
investigators are known to be check-
"ing.-whether a potential enemy of
Sturman’s might have been involved
in the shooting of Flynt. a2
Flynt-and his family say they have.
no connection with organized crime
and that their relationship with Stur-
man has always been friendly, cour-
teous and businesslike. &
» Inyestigators are looking into what
connection, if-any, there may be be- -
tween .o n_cﬂ against Flynt and the
escape from prison last month “pf
Mike Thevis, a big-time pornography.
dealer-~who had -heddquarters ' I
Atlanta, Thevis and Sturman are be;
lieved by federal investigators to
havehad some territorial disputes.\i
Elynt.and his family uww they have
never, met Thevis byt believe he es-
caped only because he faces a contin-
uing term in federal prison and possi-
ble " additional " serlous charges in
connection with the alleged murder
of one of his assoclates,’
s The recent move of Flynt's Hustler,
editorig] offices to Los Angeles,
{ where his Chic Magazine Is already
= published, his purchase of the for-,
merly sexually oriented Los Angeles
Free Press and his announced inten-

1

—

tion to move his home and entire
operation to Los Angeles may have
angergd California mobsters.
winnelt County _=<mw=&p8qm note

‘that several well known West Coast
‘membpers of La Cosa Nostra recently
were indicted by a federal grand jury
n charges of alleged “extortion of
sex-rejated businesses. ' o
. Gyjnnett County investigators say
~hey are “95 percent certain” that
there was no involvement in the
hooting by the CIA, FBJ], Ku Klux
flan, Georgians or political groups,
i uch as FIRE, an underground group
‘M radical women who have sent
532«.:5%—:22 to Flynt, Playboy
publisher Hugh Hefner and .other
skin magazine powers. it

. “THE TRUTH IS the investigation
is concentrating on the actual trigger
pecple,” Huff said. “Oncg the trigger
people are determined, then I think
‘the behind-the-scenes vaoq_n. S0 to
speak, will be most evident.” -

Huff also makes a point of saying,
“We have ruled out all members of
Flynt's immediate family as sus-
Rﬁgc:

The prosecutor declines to elabo-

rate, but mentions the unsuccessful
attempt by some of Flynt's closest
associates to have him committed to
‘a mental institution last Dec. 23 'and
have Franklin County Ohio Probate
Court Judge Richard B. Metcalf turn
over the Hustler empire to Flynt's
relatives. ,
{ The June issue of Columbus
185_« Magazine first reported the
‘plot to put Larry Flynt away,"” but
now I3 scheduling a retraction of its
assertion that Flynt's wile was In-
volved, She also says she will file a
multi-million dollar libel sult against
the magazine. :

i In his first comment about the w»..

tempt to have him committed, Flynt
pald yesierday that his younger
brother, Jimmy, had been persunded
by former Hustler president Jack
aﬁ:nn__»_. to ask the probate court to
‘commit him to a psychlatric institu-
tion for three days of observation.
Under Ohio law
close friend or business associate

can, with g statement from a doctor,

a family member, .

geek to have someone committed to
an institution.

Flynt said his conversion to
Christianity, his announcement at
the employees' party last Christmas
of $600,000 in raises for the Hustler
stalf c«wonn_mmu the minimium wage
“from about $7,000 to $15,000, and his
spending $200,000 on advertisements
asking people to pray for Sen. Hubert
H.  Humphrey apparently caused
some of his close associates to be-
lieve that he was nearing a mental
breakdown. :

. FLYNT'S INCREASING absorp-
tion with the CIA, the Kennedy assas-
sination, Dick Gregory, health food
and coffee enemas also led some of
his friends to conclude that he had
.lost his grip on reality, sources said.- -
. While vacationing in the Bahamas,
 Flynt says, he was alerted by his
 wife of the m_n__ to have him commit-
{ted and took counter-measures, seek-
‘ing' allidavits from three eminent
psychiatrists that certified that he
'was neither a manic depressive nor
otherwise insane as alleged. _
“As spon as I found out about it,"”
Flynt said, “it was folded real
quick." \
" Flynt claims that the judge then
dropped the warrant which he had is-
sued to Franklin County Ohio sherilfs
tp apprehend Flynt.
- Under Ohio law, Metcalf said In an
Interview in Columbus, no records of
sanity hearings are kept and he will

nol comment about whether he Is-'

sued the warrant. v\

Both Althea Flynt and her brother-
in-law resent any suggestion that
they are interested in Larry's mone
and note that they cleared polygrap

tests given to them by Gwinnett

County detectlves.

. Hufl and police also note that early
this year, Flynt fired perhaps 20 per-
cent of the staff of his various compa-
nies, Including his brother .:Bsw..
Gallagher and others who apparently
failed to accept Flynt's religious con-
‘version. N

! “Hustler is a one-man show,"”
Flynt said. “Anytime 'l get people
;thinking they are me, they have got,
to go out the door. As far as I am con-
cerned, anyone who works for me is




ma:._w to accept Ew‘ conversion. And
t's my company. I 1 want to spend
the money, that's the way it is going
to be." !
Flynt's wife and brother dismiss
any suggestion that the motivation
for the attack might have been more
n_oum_« related to someone interested
in taking over, stunting or nnu_am_sm
the Flynt empire, which generate
about $30 million last year, according
to company officials. : :
* Althea Flynt admits that there
were problems late last year between
Larry and Jimmy, who rejoined the:
nﬂwsvnsw only after his brother was
shot. ' . !
“People couldn’t accept Larry's

conversion,” she says. “Jimmy was’

concerned that with Larry being con-
verted that he would be susceptible

to charity-type things. Jimmy was
concerned that Larry may be vulner-
able. I don't think Jimmy really sat
down and talked enough with people
like Dick (Gregory) or Ruth (Carter
Stapleton, the president’s sister and
evangelist.)"

MRS. FLYNT SAYS she wants to
believe that the authorities will cap-
ture her husband's assailants. But
she says she once was one of those
people who said "'All policemen were
pigs” and that she now is “not sure
that I can depend on them." )

She is worried that the police will
fail to get at the real conspirators
and will produce “a [all guy,” then
close the case, a nrm_.ma that, not
unexpectedly, police call preposter-
ous,

The Hustler empire’s animosity to-
ward law cnforcement officlals has
been painful to Gwinnett County
detectives, who until recent wecks
-__nmmﬂm._ publicly that the m_*sn
family was deliberately hampering
the investigation. , ;

Gwinnett County Police Chief John
W. Crunkleton hotly denied any Ku
Klux Klan connection with his men,
He roundly criticized the Flynts for
being able to put up a §1 million re-
ward for solving the Kennedy assas-
sination and being unwilling to offer
any bonus to people able to provide
information about the Flynt ghooting. ;

Then, on May 21, In a full-page ad
in The Gwinnett Daily News, Althea
Flynt offered a $100,000 reward for
Information leading to convictions in
the case. The local police will deter:
mine what information Is deserves

_the reward. D A U

Two days later, Huff and' two
detectives had their first interview
with Flynt about the shooting. Durin
the 2V3-hour, two-part meeting wi
Flynt between his physical therapy
sessions, Huff says investigators re-
ceived complete and candid - co-
pperation from the Hustler publisher,:
' HUFF ' ADDS, “Flynt -does  not
have any idea on who shot him,or the
-reasons-he-was shot v~ We-gave
him a world-of food for thought. We
evoked in him thought processes,’} .

And, the district attorney. claims,
the spat between the Flynt organiza-
tion and law enforcement authorities

has been completely. patched up,.

especially since Flynt seemed
have "“an open mind"” about modify-

“ing his theories that the CIA or FBI

. tried to do him in. i mavd
Police are convinced they will
crack the case and are equally cer-

tain that the culprit will be found not

to be related to any of the factiong
the Flynt family suspect may have
been behind the shooting. Poads B

Hulff is confident that the case will
be solved. “‘Remember we had wits
nesses. You know we have physical
evidence wo gathered at the scene of
the crime. We have other witnesses
we've interviewed, We have the evi-
dence to secure a conviction once the
suspect ls apprehended.” - -

After Interviewing Flynt, Huff
sald, "I say to whoever did this,
‘Enjoy yourscll while you can be-
cause we are knocking on your
door,' "’ " y

So far, police continue to seek for
questioning a man in his early 30s,
about six feet tall, with blond halr
and a mustache, who was seen with a
mca In his belt in front of the aban-

oned hotel about 20 minytés before
Flynt was shot. 1 ;
f That man, ?couﬂwnanm belleve,!
“ may be connected with the pornogra-
hy business and may have come
rom Ohio to "'sfalk” Flynt,

lig
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Back in Columbus, at Load Hall on
the Ohio State campus, Flynt contin-
ues his fight to learn to walk again,
He Is paralyzed from the mid-thighs

down and doctors m_eo him a 50-50
chance of am”w:_u Is mobility.
Off-duty Columbus police guards

stand outside Flynt's room for $8.50
an hour. They are there constantly
now, because the Flynts fear of
another assassination attempt.

Jimmy Flynt, still skeptical about
his brother's conversion to Christi-
waww. sums up the need for securi
: e hospital and the Hustler of-

ces. b

“God was with Larry down there

in Georgia,” Jimmy says, “but he
wasn't working as a security guard
n—.—mﬂﬁwﬁ.: b P SOV LT B -
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Larry Flynt Insists, {rom his __._3_._.-_ bed, that the gove
ﬂw_u belng wounded last March In Lawrencevllle, Ga. _ s

involved

rnment was someh

—United Press Interaations]

ST R



