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D
etails on Ille,gal 	

B
reak-m

s P
rovi ed to justice  D

ept. 
A. ,S

t:Ilivan, then the head of the F
.13.1.'s 

B
y JO

H
N

 C
 R

 E
W

 D
S

 O
N

 
Sp,:c int to T

ly-N
rn I'M

, T
im

es 

S
A

N
 F

R
A

N
C

IS
C

O
, Jan. 23 —

 A
 retired 

ag
en

t o
f th

e F
ed

eral B
u
reau

 o
f In

v
estig

a-
rein

 w
h

o
 say

s h
e sp

en
t "2

0
 p

ercen
t o

f m
y

 
career" co

n
d
u

ctin
g

 illeg
al b

u
rg

laries fo
r 

th
e b

u
reau

 h
as p

ro
v

id
ed

 th
e Ju

stice D
e-

p
a
rtm

e
n
t w

ith
 d

e
ta

ile
d
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 

ab
o
u

t so
m

e o
f th

e m
o
st sen

sitiv
e o

r th
e 

b
u
reau

's o
p
eratio

n
s. 

T
h
e alleg

atio
n
s in

clu
d
e firsth

an
d
 cc-

co
u
n
ts o

f b
u
rg

laries in
 w

h
ich

 th
e ag

en
t, 

M
. W

esley
 S

w
earin

g
en

, say
s h

e p
artici-

p
ated

 an
d
 w

h
at h

e co
n
ten

d
s w

ere effo
rts 

b
y
 o

th
er F

.B
.I. ag

en
ts to

 co
v
er u

p
 th

e ex
-

ten
t to

 w
h

ich
 th

e b
u

rg
laries o

ccu
rred

. 
T

h
e alleg

atio
n
s h

av
e b

een
 p

n
sg

ed
 o

n
 to

 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t p
ro

secu
to

rs w
h

o
 are 

p
rep

arin
g

 to
 try

 th
ree fo

rm
er to

p
 F

.B
.I. 

o
fficials accu

sed
 o

f ap
p

ro
v

in
g

 sim
ilar 

illegal break-ins in the N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 area. • 

N
early

 all th
e k

n
o
w

n
 b

u
rg

laries w
ere 

carried
 o

u
t b

y
 b

u
reau

 ag
en

ts seek
in

g
 in

-
fo

rm
atio

n
, an

d
 o

v
er th

e y
ears th

ey
 h

av
e 

b
een

 d
irected

 m
ain

ly
 at left-w

in
g
 p

o
liti-

cal o
rg

an
izetio

n
s su

ch
 as th

e C
o

m
m

u
n

ist 
an

d
 S

o
cialist W

o
rk

ers p
arties an

d
, m

o
re 

recen
tly

, th
e W

eath
er U

n
d

erg
ro

u
n

d
 ter-

g
an

izatio
n

. 

S
onia of the A

llegations 

A
m

o
n
g
 th

e alleg
atio

n
s th

at M
r. S

w
ea-

rin
een

 h
as p

assed
 o

n
 to

 th
e Ju

stice D
e-

p
artm

en
t w

as th
at in

 th
e early

 1
9

7
0
's h

e 
an

d
 o

th
er.F

.B
.I. ag

en
t's assig

n
ed

 to
 track

 
d

o
w

n
 fu

g
itiv

e m
em

b
ers o

f th
e W

eath
er 

U
n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 b

ro
k
e
 in

to
 p

riv
a
te

 re
si-

dences in L
os A

ngeles on at least four oc-
casio

n
s w

ith
o

u
t search

 w
arran

ts an
d

 th
at 

o
n
e o

f th
e ?g

en
ts in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e b

reak
-

in
s la

te
r d

e
n
ie

d
 u

n
d
e
r o

a
th

 b
e
fo

re
 a

 
F

ed
eral g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 th

at th
e b

u
rg

laries 
4ad tak

en
 p

lace. 
H

e also
 alleg

ed
 th

at su
b

n
eq

u
en

t effo
rts 

b
y
 F

.B
.I. o

fficials to
 ju

stify
 th

e b
reak

 in
s 

o
n
 th

e b
asis o

f su
g
g
ested

 lin
k
s b

etw
een

 

A
ssecleted Press 

L
 P

a
tric

k
 G

ra
y
 3d, fo

rm
er A

ctin
g

 
D

ire
c
to

r o
f th

e
 F

.B
.L

. is fa
c
in

g
 

crim
in

al ch
arg

es stem
m

in
g

 fro
m

 
h
is alleg

ed
 ap

p
ro

v
al o

f Illeg
al b

u
r-

glaries by the bureau In N
ew

 Y
ork. 

the W
eatherm

en and hostile foreign gov-
ern

m
en

ts o
r b

y
 assertin

g
 th

at th
ey

 w
ere 

co
u
n
ten

an
ced

 b
y
 P

resid
en

tial au
th

o
rity

 
w

ere w
ithout foundation. 

In
 a letter w

ritten
 last N

o
v

. 1
6

 to
 M

i-
ch

ael E
. S

h
ah

een
, w

h
o

 h
ead

s th
e Ju

stice 
D

ep
artm

en
t's O

ffice o
f P

ro
fessio

n
al R

e-
sponsibility, M

r! S
w

earingen also alleged 
th

at "certain
 p

resen
t an

d
 fo

rm
er F

.B
.I. 

o
fficials are co

n
tin

u
in

g
 a ro

n
sp

iracy
 to

 
co

v
er u

p
 th

e illeg
al b

reak
-in

s ag
ain

st th
e 

W
eath

erm
en

 an
d
 o

th
ers." 

' T
h
at letter, alo

n
g
 w

ith
 th

e In
fo

rm
atio

n
 

provided to M
r. S

haheen's office in inter- 

v
iew

s, h
as b

een
 sen

t to
 th

e g
ro

u
p
 in

 th
e 

d
ep

artm
en

t's crim
in

al d
iv

isio
n
 th

at is In
 

charge of the upcom
ing prosecutions. 

In his interview
s end w

ritten com
m

uni- • 
cations, M

r. S
w

earingen has m
hde no of-• 

fo
rt to

 d
o
w

n
g
rad

e h
is o

w
n
 in

v
o
lv

em
en

t, 
co

n
ced

in
g
 th

at o
v
er th

e y
ears h

e to
o
k
 

p
art In

 h
u
n
d
red

s o
f illeg

al b
reak

,in
s, 

k
n
o
w

n
 w

ith
in

 th
e F

.B
.I. as "b

ag
 jo

b
s," 

m
o

st o
f th

em
 in

 C
h

icag
o

, w
h

ere h
e w

as 
first assig

n
ed

 as a y
o

u
n

g
 ag

en
t in

 th
e 

1950's. 
A

ll th
e b

u
rg

laries ab
o
u
t w

h
ich

 M
r. 

S
w

earin
g
en

 h
as to

ld
 th

e p
ro

secu
to

rs are 
n

o
w

 b
ey

o
n

d
 th

e fiv
e-y

ear statu
te o

f lim
i-

tatio
n

s th
at ap

p
lies to

 • m
o

st F
ed

eral 
crim

es, th
o

u
g

h
 so

m
e o

f h
is o

th
er ch

arg
es 

are n
o

t. 
T

he possibility of adm
inistrative action 

ag
ain

st th
o
se in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e b

reak
-in

s 
still ex

ists, h
o

w
ev

er. S
ev

eral p
resen

t an
d

 
fo

rm
er ag

en
ts w

h
o
 to

o
k
 p

art in
 th

e N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 C
ity

 b
reak

-In
s w

ere recen
tly

 d
isci-

plined, and som
e of them

 w
ere dism

issed .%
 

M
r. S

w
earin

g
en

, w
h
o
 retired

 fro
m

 th
e 

F
.B

.I. in M
ay 1977, did not m

ake contact 
w

ith the Justice D
epartm

ent until about a 
y
e
a
r a

g
o
. ' 

• C
om

m
unists In C

hicago 
In C

hicago, M
r. S

w
earingen said, m

ost 
o

f th
e b

u
rg

laries in
 w

h
ich

 h
e to

o
k

 p
art 

w
ere d

irected
 at th

e h
o
m

es o
f m

em
b
ers 

of the C
om

m
unist P

arty. A
t one point, he 

said
, h

e w
as o

n
e o

f tw
o
 d

o
zen

 ag
en

ts in
 

C
h
icag

o
 assig

n
ed

 fu
ll-tim

e to
 carry

in
g
 

oU
t S

uch break-ins.'  
M

r. S
w

earin
g
en

 lau
g
h
ed

 as h
e recalled

 
the assertion a few

 year.; ago by W
illiam

 

L
o
s A

n
g
eles o

ffice, th
at th

e b
u
reau

 h
ad

 
co

m
m

itted
 o

n
ly

 2
3

8
 w

arran
tless b

reak
-

ing from
 19.12 to 1966. 

N
ot only did the break-inS

 continue w
ell 

b
ey

o
n

d
 1

9
0

6
, h

e said
, b

u
t "I m

y
self ac-

tively participated in m
ore than 238 w

hile 
a
ssig

n
e
d

 to
 th

e
 C

h
ic

a
g

o
 o

ffic
e
." H

e
 

p
laced

 th
e to

tal n
u
m

b
er o

f F
.B

.I. b
reak

-
in

s o
v
e
r th

e
 y

e
a
rs a

t "se
v
e
ra

l th
o
u
-

seed
s." 

C
h

icag
o

, M
r. S

w
earin

g
en

 said
, w

as b
y

 
n
o
 m

ean
s th

e o
n
ly

 city
 w

h
ere illeg

al 
break-Ins, buggings„ w

iretaps and thefts 
o
f m

ail b
y

 th
e F

.B
.I. w

ere tak
in

g
 p

lace. 
U

n
til a few

 y
ears ag

o
, h

e said
, su

ch
 ac-

liv:ty w
as w

idespread in N
ew

 Y
ork, N

ew
- 

ark
, S

an
 F

ran
cisco

. P
o

rtlan
d

, W
ash

in
g

-
ton. D

.C
., and L

os A
ngeles: 

A
gents T

ook the R
isks 

It w
as m

ad
e ex

p
licit b

y
 h

is su
p
erio

rs , 
M

r. *S
w

earin
g

en
 said

, th
at su

ch
 risk

y
 as-

sie
n

m
e
n

ts w
e
re

 ille
g

a
l a

n
d

 th
a
t th

e
 

ag
en

ts w
h

o
 carried

 th
em

 o
u

t w
ere "o

n
 

theiiow
n" In the event they w

ere discov-
ered and arrested by local policem

en. 
A

s a resu
lt, h

e said
, th

e ag
en

t-b
u
rg

lars 
w

ere larg
ely

 u
n
h
ap

p
y
 m

en
 w

h
o
 w

ere 
prone to ulcers, alcoholism

 and other ten-
sio

n
-in

d
u
ced

 d
isab

ilities, ev
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 

th
ey

 w
ere rew

ard
ed

 w
ith

 freq
u
en

t co
m

-
m

endations and even cash bonuses. 
A

ster leaving C
hicago, M

r. S
w

earingen 
serv

ed
 in

 F
.B

.I. o
ffices In

 K
en

tu
ck

y
 an

d
 

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 C
ity

. In
 1

9
7
0
, h

e w
as tran

s-
ferred

. to
 L

o
s A

n
g
eles, w

h
ere h

e sp
en

t 
m

o
st o

f th
e n

ex
t sev

en
 y

ears search
in

g
 

fo
r m

em
b

ers o
f th

e W
eath

erm
en

, th
e 

group th
a
t has assum

ed responsibility for 
a n

u
m

b
er o

f b
o

m
b

in
g

s in
 th

is co
u

n
try

 
over the last decade. 

T
h
ree fo

rm
er F

.B
.I o

fficials, in
clu

d
in

g
 

L. P
atrick

 G
ray

 3
d
, th

e b
u
reau

's o
n
etim

e 
A

cting 
D

irecto
r, are cu

rren
tly

 (acin
g
 

crim
in

al ch
arg

es stem
m

in
g
 fro

m
 th

eir 
alleged approval for the N

cw
 Y

ork break-
in

s. T
h
eir trial is sch

ed
u
led

 to
 b

eg
in

 o
n
 

M
arch 5. 

• 
N

o K
now

ledge of B
reak-Iris 

• S
ources 

fam
iliar w

ith
 th

e Ju
stice D

e-
partm

ent's investigation of that case said 
th

at u
n

til M
r. S

w
earin

g
en

 cam
e fo

rw
ard

 
the prosecutor's had not know

n that sim
i-

lar activ
ities w

ere also
 u

n
d

er w
ay

 in
 L

o
s 

A
nghe e p

ro
secu

to
rs 

. 
rusecutors 

d
id

 se
a
rc

h
 fo

r e
e
l- 

T
 

d
en

ce o
f b

reak
-in

s in
 cities o

u
tsid

e N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

, an
d

 M
r. S

w
earin

g
en

 said
 th

at at 
_ _ _ 	

• 



..;ne point an 1:.13.1. agent from
 L

os A
n-

g
eles w

h
o
- h

ad
 tak

en
 p

art in
 so

m
e o

f th
e 

b
reak

-in
s th

eta w
as su

m
m

o
n

ed
 b

efo
re a 

F
ed

eral g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 an

d
 

ask
ed

 ab
o
u
t h

is k
n
o
w

led
g
e o

f su
ch

 p
rac-

tices. 
T

he agent, he said, returned to L
os A

n-
geles and told him

 "not to w
orry," that he 

h
ad

 d
en

ied
 all k

n
o
w

led
g
e o

f su
ch

 activ
i-

ties. T
h

e ag
en

t's n
am

e w
as in

clu
d

ed
 In

 
M

r. S
v,.aaringen's letter to M

r. S
haheen. 

In his letter to M
r. S

haheen, M
r. S

w
ea-

rin
g
en

 also
 attack

ed
 assertio

n
s b

y
 F

.B
.I. 

o
fficials th

at search
 w

arran
ts w

ere u
n
-

n
ecessary

 w
h
ere th

e W
eath

erm
en

 w
ere 

co
n
cern

ed
 b

ecau
se th

e g
ro

u
p
 h

ad
 h

ad
 

"co
n
tacts" w

ith
 th

e C
u
b
an

 G
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
and w

as therefore covered by regulations 
th

at th
en

 ex
em

p
ted

 ag
en

ts o
f fo

reig
n

 
p

o
w

ers fro
m

 certain
 co

n
stitu

tio
n

al g
u

ar-
an

tees. 
P

roof F
rom

 C
ane•C

utters 

"T
h
ere is n

o
 su

ch
 d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 p

ro
o
f," 

M
r. S

w
earin

g
en

 ad
d
ed

, "u
n
less y

o
u

 call 
statem

ents by people w
ho w

ent to C
uba to 

cu
t su

g
ar can

e 'd
o
cu

m
en

tary
 p

ro
o
f.' " 

M
r. S

w
earin

g
en

 also
 d

ism
issed

 as u
n
-

founded statem
ents by W

. M
ark F

elt, one 
o
f th

e th
ree fo

rm
er b

u
reau

 o
fficials to

 b
e 

tried
 in

 M
arch

, th
at "certain

 reco
m

m
en

-
d

atio
n

s" co
n

tain
ed

 in
 th

e N
ix

o
n

 A
d

m
in

.- 
stratlo

n
's ab

o
rtiv

e p
lan

 far ex
p

an
d

ed
 d

o
-

m
estic secu

rity
 o

p
eratio

n
s, k

n
o

w
n

 as th
e 

H
uston P

lan, provided som
e authority for 

th
e b

reak
-in

s. 
"I w

o
rk

ed
 W

eath
erm

an
 m

atters fro
m

 
M

arch 1970 until M
ay 1977," M

r. S
w

earin-
g

en
 said

 in
 h

is letter, "an
d

 F
elt's claim

 is 
ab

so
lu

te n
o
n
sen

se. A
s co

o
rd

in
ato

r o
f th

e 
in

v
estig

atio
n
 in

 L
o
s A

n
g
eles, I w

o
u
ld

 
h

av
e k

n
o

w
n

 o
f an

y
 au

th
o

rity
 o

u
tsid

e th
e 

F
.B

.I. fo
r an

y
 'b

lack
 b

ag
' jo

b
s." 

"If th
e
 F

.B
.I. h

a
d
 P

re
sid

e
n
tia

l a
u
-

th
o
rity

 to
 co

n
d
u
ct b

reak
-in

s," h
e ad

d
ed

, 
"there w

ould be no reason to com
m

it per- 

ju
rY

." 


