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Attorney General Griffin B. Bell
told a federal judge in Manhattan
yesterdy that he will not obey a court
order to turn over files identifying
confidential FBI informants who
spied on the Socialist Workers Party.

In an affidavit to U.S. District
Court Judge Thomas P, Griesa, Bell
said he was willing to accept sanc-
tions, including loss of the $40 million
civil suit, to protect the names of in-
formants. :

Attorneys folr the SWP told Grlcu 3

they will file motions asking that the
federal officials be held in contempt
of court for disobeying the order.
Griesa has threatened just thaf action.

But Bell argued that a conttmp ci-
tation is not warranted. “This is not a
decision which FBI officials, any
other government officials or I have
made in a spirit of defiance of court
orders or out of a contemptuous atti-
tude toward this court or its author-
ity,”” Bell said in the affidavit.

. ‘The Socialist Workers Party and an
affiliated group, the Young Socialist .
Alliance, are suing the attorney gen-
eral and several other high govern-
ment officials, charging that starting |
in 1938 government investigators ille-
gally burglarized party offices, black-
listed members, wiretapped conversa-
tions and.committed other harassing
acts. Attorneys for the two groups are
seeking the files of FBI informants to
help prove their case.

Terrence B. Adamson, Bell’s spokes-
man, took pains yesterday to empha-
size that the attorney general’s deci-
sion was “not outside the law. Accept-
ing sanctions is our only avenue to
have the discovery order appealed.”

_The Supreme Court refused on |
‘Monday to review Griesa's order that

the files be made available to SWP at-
torneys. The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals had turned down the case

earlier on teéchnical grounds because

Griesa's order was not the final judg-
ment in the case lnd thus was not ap-
pealable. :

In its brief to the Supreme’ Court.
the Justice Department had argued
that it-would be “pointless” to force
Bell to refuse Griesa because that
“could lead only to confrontation be-
tween two branches of government,”

“Moreover it would be unseemly for

the chief law enforcement, oﬂicar of

' the United States; sworn to uphold

and obey the law, publicly to disobey
a court as the price of obtaining re-
view of a ruling he believes to be both
unnound and certain to harm the
proper. functioning of gnvemment."
the brief said.

Bell said yesterday that he was will-
ing to turn over only four of the 18-
files mentioned in the discovery order .
because 14 informants would not give
their M'n to be identified. ,

Releaging the files “would have a -

Tells US. Judge

significantly detrimental effeét on law
enforcement” by undermining - the
pledge of confidentiality that has
been the “cornerstone” of FBI deal-
ings with informants, Bell said.

He noted that the government has
accepted sanctions “from time to
time" to protect information it consid-
ered privileged.

Adamson later cited as an example

a 1973 case in which then-Attorney
Genernl Elliot L. Richardson claimed
executive privilege in ratuain'g to obey |
a discovery order. 4 {




