4/6/72
Dear Larry,

I am sorry to learn that the tip I picked up in Washington yestcrday wae not legit.
Vere it, it would gave made a good story. I had doubts about part, but I felt I should
... %ell you. I know New Urlcans, and the version I got was that Kissinger touched down.at
" Lakefront airport. Unlikely. It would have been Moissant, Not could I find any need for
the touchdown,. ,

1 am also dissppointed that the inevitable happened to Bob. I don't think the best
editor in the world can begin to imagine the magbitude and complexity of the job he gives
the most competent and most honest reporter when he asplens any story on ely of the
political assassinations. It was inevitable that Bob would err. He nay not remember it,
but I twice offered to check his copy for him,

4nd then there are the strangest things that slip by. Like Sicgenthaler's incredible
forgetting of tho Constitution and the obligations of the proaccution, not the judge, and
neither don nor his editor catching it. Yet the faot is a high=school kind should huve,
% The difference is that the bigheschool kid doesn't have the pressures and the faith in
a knowmn writer, ’ '

What troubles me most in all of this is not the kind of thating that inevitably
happens to me, 4t varies from the accidental, which I am sure is the cass with any error
“ob made, to the deliberate, and that by a friend, Diok Whalen (The Founding Father), was
under orders from the Sat. Eve. Post editors to do a Job on me eWen though they sent him --
to me to salvage him when he was lost after four expensive months. Dick begged me not to do
o him what I did to Fletcher Knebel (WWII), and I have note I know the position in which

he was from my younger day., We remain friendg.

Vhat does coneern me is what happens to society and what hapiens to that very importe
ant part of it, the press. in my writing I believe it is ny responsibility to be explicit.
Sometizes I add opinions with which others disagree, to nake clear to the unsophisticated
what I want:to be clear. Perhaps I do this to excess. That is one of the problems of having

neither tine for revi:bion nor an editors But you will find in F 4iE~UP and I think in
' every appearance + have made my firm and fixed opinion that the only part of our society

that filled its traditional role and served its responsibility honorably was the workdng

reporter \in the King case)s The reporting from Meuphis was 80 good, 80 accurate, that
when I got the court records I die not revise to cite them instead of the papers because
1 felt it important to leave a record showing that the truth could be put toguther frow
the major papers alone,

I don't really think the managemont of the major pupers want to corrupt history, went
to disillusion the youth an.. the blacks. I think they, too, are captives, of their sources,
of the prejudices and desires of those with whom they associate, perhaps serve, But the
net effect of thér editiorial positions, of thelr assignments and failures to asuign, it
subversive of the true role of the press and results in a conrruption of history, an
undermining on confidence in the press and, uktimately, becemes a major obstacle to the
functioning of a true repres.ntative society,

Frank appears to have a agrred to a TV confrontation with me Hay Te I'll be surprised
if he 1s there, P.orcy Foremsn, better equipped, fled on with half his twkeup on, Frarnk saw
what 1 did under a crooked format to a gengup of his two major sources, Huie and former
prosecutor noi Judge Dwyers This is to say that *rank wrote a erooked book deliberately.

I say this on a number of bases, a glancs at the book and listening to him on the foure
hour Long John N.bel Show from NYC two nights ago. Yet all the bepers will pull the stopp,

all the reviewers will oooh and ah, bascd on the bread Doubleday is dispensing, his record =

and the pseudo-establishmentarian tone of the smooth work. It is anti~establishmentarian,
Only truth and honesty serve the real interests of the establishment,




Aside from being busy mem with heuvy responsibilities, most editors of assorted ranks
are the victims of varied hangups, The .08t com.on is that those of us who guestion the
official mythology are nits, as indeed some are. But not all, as I think you know,

Yet I think that in nany cases where the truth can be readily achieved,it is avoided
because of these hangups. 411 this leads to a specific proposal I think will not be
accpeted but I fedl impelled to make, I think it gives the press a chance to serve its
traditional role and to recapture integrity largely lost in most of the reporting of -
the political assassinationsg,

It is simply this? Frank has & book to promote and sell, I do not. He has corruoted
history and truth, agcusations I nake explicite I propose a Joing interview, to be taped,
with both of us agreeing in advance to give the inquestioned right to the paper to edit as
it sees fit but with unedited dube to be provided each, We can 1limit or note I think that
after rending the book -I've sirimuod #erhaps & dogen pages from the incex - I can come
up with & dédzen or 15 basic questions of honesty, intent and fact.

I thinkc the result would be & helluva story on what it takes to make a miliionedollar
best s-dler. Remember, this one deals with the bost costly orime in our history, Heed I
reuind anyon: of the lingoring cansequences?

Bor my part, I will gledly pubmit the uestions in advance, with page citations,
If it is desired to do the sane with my work, also agreed,

Although I do not think his paper will go for it any more than yours, I an sending a
oarbon of this to Paul Valentine on the Washington Post because he covered the trial, N
If Idpson is on your paper {and hig reporting, like Pauldy, was both perceptive and right
down the middile), I'd welcome him in on it, I don't care who is, as long as he is straight
and had a glimmer of the fact.:nd es long as it doesn t get too cumberaome,

I think there is a bettor chance fop A snayball's survivel in hell than Frank's
agreemont Yo this, I d6 not inslst, but 1 would then welcome an independent exploration
by the reporter(s) of the questions I would pose, from *rank's work and the independently-
availgble sourcea, - el e U ke, Wt s s reie

If at some point the major press does not undertake to end the Urwelllan intrusion
into society, we soon will huve 4 more Orwellian society. What the hell else do you think
my wife and I have ruined our lives and bankrupted ourselves for? ‘

Best regards,

Harold Weisberg

. £25 L.cuss not reading and corrooting, 4 have to le-ve as soon as I take this out to .
LI s pheke my il . 0-NoFle-and A5°%-mald thie then 3% WY mave & day SNE HEY Yeach You Lomoriow.

o e e

i e AR T gt P TN PR GEL e La
. ffn{.ga\j-‘.’v,_\a.ﬁ:%\i_qy"d G W i S S AR e



