
O 	What time did' you arrive at Bethesda Naval 

Hospital in regard to the autopsy? 

By that I mean was the autopsy already be-

gun? 

A 	When I arrived, X-rays had been taken of the 

head. I had boon told so over the phone 

by Dr. Humes when he called me at home, 

and I arrived, I would say, a short time 

after the beginnj,ng of the autopsy, I 

can't give you an exact time, •it was 

approximately 0:00 o'clock at night. 

Had any- work been, done on President Kennedy's 

body in regard to the performing of the.  

autopsy by the time you got there? 

A 	As I recall, the brain had been removed. Dr. 

Humes told me that to remove the brain he 

did not have to carry .out the procedure 

you carry out when there is no wound in 

the skull. The wound was of such an ex-

tent, over five inches in diameter, that 

it was not of a great difficulty for him 

to remove this brain, and this is the bent 

of my recolleetion. There were no repovElls 

of t_he wound 	 in v. 	of the 

neck, no romov;.11 
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the back of the head prior to my arrival, 

and I made a positive identification of 

both wounds of entry. At this time .71: 

might, for the sake of clarity, say that 

in the autopsy report we may have called 

the first wound the one in the head and 

the second wound the one in the neck, be-

cause we did not know the sequence of 

shots at that ti'l;te. Again, the sequence 

of shots was determined by the zapruder 

film, so what we did, we determined the 

entry of the ,bullet Wound and stated that 

there were two bullet wounds one in the 

back of the neck and the other in the back 

of the head, without giving a sequence. 

0 	How many other military personnel were present 

at the autopsy in the autopsy room? 

A 	That autopsy room was ouite crowded. It is a 

small autopsy room, and when you are called 

in circumstances like that to look: at the 

wound of the President of the. United 

States who is 6.c d, you don't look around 

too much to ash people for their a me .s  

Lnd 	.otoL on )...ho they a.1.0 

many thcre are. 1 dial not do so. The 
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5 2 was crowded with military and civilian 

personnel and federal agents, Secret 

Service agents, FBI agents, for part of 

the autopsy, but I cannot give you a 

precise breakdown as regards the attendance 

of the people in that autopsy room at 

Dethesda•Naval Hospital. 

• Colonel, did you feel that you had to take 

orders from this Army General that was 

there directing the autopsy? • 

A 	No, because there were others, there wes:e 

Admirals. 

O There were Admirals? 

A 	oh, yes, there were Admirals, and when you aye 

a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army you just 

follow orders, and at the end of the 

autopsy we wore specifically told -- as 

recall it, it ‘2.as by Admiral Kenney, the 

Surgeon General. of the Navy -- this id.. sub-

ject to verification -- we were specificalli 

told not to discuss the case. 

• You were told not to discu::,s the case? 

A 	-- to discuss the case without coo):dini,Itic,n 

vith thir ;Vc.toinc,y 

O ' 	Colonel, c.!.:n you tell ie ow the body got freia 
_ 	.... 

D2-N3 



Dallas to Washington, D.C.. when the 

killing occurred in Dallas, Texas, if you 

know?' 

MR. DYI4OND: 

Your Honor, I object to that. 

THE COURT: 

I didn't hear the question, Mr. Oser. 

Would you reDeat it? 

MR. OSER: 

I said: Doctor, can you tell me how the 

body of the President got from 

Dallas, Texas, to Washington, D.C., 

when Dallas, Texas was the scone of 

the homicide, if you know. 

MR. DYMOND: • 

I think that is irrelevant-  to the medical 

testimony. 

THE COURT:  

It would be irrelevant as to his ex-,7)ert 

opinions that he is giving. I think 

your question is what care was taken 

of the body, is that what you roan, 

thc boy itJ:c1Z? You can rcphrac 

your cuYL.n. 

lin. °SDP.: 
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That is all right. 'I will go on to 

another subject. 

BY MR. OSPR: 

• Doctor, can you tell me how many photographs 

were taken of the President's body? 

A 	Some of the photographs were taken in my 

presence in the autopsy room. T can't give 

. you the exact number, but this information 

• is available. - 

Q To who, Doctor? 

A 	To you. 

Q It is? 

A 	It is a public document. 

Q GO ahead. How many? 

A 	I can't give you an e.-,:act number of photographs 

taken or X-rays of the body of the Presi-

cleat. 

Q Doctor, 1)rior to your writing your report on 

the autopsy, did you have an occasion to 

view these photographs of the President 

that were taken? 

A 	Yes, I did. 

Q Dc.)ctc.), I (.711-ect yovr 	 rcpoy:t 

sign(7,6. 	, you on - 2G Janury, 

1967. 
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MR. DYMOND: 

What part are you talking about? 

(Conference between Counsel.) 

BY MR. °SERI 

Q 	(Exhibiting document to witness) Doctor, I 

direct your attention to a report, which 

I mark for identification "S-67," and I 

ask you to take a look at this docUment. 

Would you taho a look at this particular 

one that I have marked, Doctor, and let 

me know whether it is the same as the 

one you have. before you. 

A 	(Comparing documents) It is. 

Your answer is that it. is, Doctor? 

A 	Yes. 

Q 	And it contains your signature? Am I correct, 

siT? 

A 	Yes. 

(Whereupon, the document referred 

to by Counsel was duly marked for 

identification as "Exhibit D-67.") 

EY 

• Q 	Dc.Ictor, I direct Coyy. attentic:n to the first 

page, the bottom of the last line of the 

fifth paragraph, which states, "Dr. Finch 
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first saw the photographs on January 20, 

1967," and I ash you if you would explain 

your answer to me, sir, just made, that 

you saw the photographs prior to writing 

your autopsy report in 1963. 

'A 	I did not say that I had seen the photographs 

before writing the autopsy report of 1963. 

MR. OSER: 

May I have my onginal question read back 

to the Doctor, please, and his answer. 

(Whereupon, the aZoregoing passage 

was read back by the Reporter as 

follows: 

tIQ Doctor, prior to your writing 

your report on the autopsy, did. 

you have an occasion to view these 

photographs of the President-that 

were taken? 

Yes, I did.") 

THE WITNESS: 

No, I did not, I did not see those photo- 

graphs before signing my autopsy re- 

port. 	I may hz:.ve answcred "Y 

and 

2s- 	h 	OS!:R: 



D2-N3 6 	Doctor, did you hear what the stenographer 

just read you back? That is my question 

that 	propounded to you. Now the ques- 

tion is: Did you see the photographs 

president Kennedy before signing your 

autopsy report. 

A 	That is correct. 

That is correct? 

A 	I wa: there when the photographs were taken, 

but I did not see the photographs of the 

wounds before I signed the autopsy report. 

I did not sec thoSe photographs in 1963. 

0 	So what you said before, that you did sec the 

photographs, that was wrong? Is that 

correct? 

A 	I never said that. It was misunderstood. I 

.1.1id "I did not" or "1 didn't." I am 

very firm on this point that I did not 

see -- 

Q 	Is it, Doctor, the fact that I showed you the 

report -- 

THE COURT: 

I thin yov: 	 the ...".._ter now. 

mn, OSER: 

Your. Honor, T have a righi: to go into the 

57 
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• credibility of this witness lihe 

any other witness on cross-

examination. 

THE COURT: 

I agree with you. .1 am not denying you 

that right. 

MR. WILLIAM WEGMANO: 

He also has a right to finish his answer 

once he starts. 

THE COURT 

I don't know what the status of the ma;:ter. 

is. 

MR, EDWARD W'EGJN: 

The Doctor hadn't finished answering his 

question when he was interruL,tcd by 

Mr. Oser. 

THE COURT: 

Doctor, let mc'explain to you: Any ques-

tion put to you by Mr. Ozer, first, 

if there is a yes or no answer the 

can be given to it, either Say yos 0; 

no, and then if you went to e;--)ei2,  

your an!:wi!)-, you have a. JeciE) 

to 	 it. 

TUE WiTi!ES: 
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NO HIATUS HERE. 
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Yes, sir, yes, sir. 

THE COURT 

All right. You may pose your next ques-

tion. 

DvI4OND: 

May he finish his last answer before he 

poses his next question? 

THE COURT: 

1-thought he was finished. You may pro- 

ceed.,. - 

A 	(Continuiv) The f-irst - time I saw the photo- 

graphs taken during the autopsy, the 

first time I saw these photographs was in 

January, 1967 -- one nine six seven. 

S. 

S. 

S. 
S. 

S. 
S. 

S. 

S. 
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Q 	Now, Doctor, can you tell me whether or not 

the fact that. I pointed out to you in 

your report, marked 'S-67" for identifica-

tion, the point that Dr. Finck first saw 

the photographs on January 20, 1967 -- 

is.the fact. that I pointed this. out to 

. you the reason that you now say The 

Court (sic) and.--the stenographer misunde::- 

stood? 

A 	I don't follow you. 

Q 	Well, I am asking you, Doctor, is the fact that 

I point out to you in your report signed 

by you, that you said -- 

A 	Yes. 

Q 	-- in this report Ch:at. you didn't see the 

photocjraphs until January 20, 1967, the 

fact that I poInted this out to you, is 

that the reason that you now say that 

somebody misunderstood you and that you 

did not make the statement you made before 

as recorded by the Cou-rt Reporter? 

A 	I think so. 	I wih to 	 tl)Lt. 

tSplr. I s7,:v 	 Jr; 1 ■ 1—  

16.2 . 	 J:7.-Iotcgrphr; 	ta'kcn cn 

 

GO 
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22nd of November, 1963, they were turned 

over, as I recall, to the Secret Service, 

so they had been exposed, but I did not 

see the processed photographs until. 

January, 1967. In 1964 I saw photographs, 

if I may recall, but they were not from 

the -- from the autopsy, they were from 

the Zapruder film in 1964. 

Q Now, Doctor, in the area of pathology, more 

specifically that of performing autopsies, 

and arriving at conclusions from autopsies 

would you say that the use of photographs 

and X-ray are routine and necessary parts 

of a pathologist arriving at his opinion? 

A 	It is extremely useful. 

• Would you say that is the normal practice at 

autopsies, to have photographs and various 

X-rays made of`the body that you are 

performing the autopsy on? 

• It is a normal practice to take X-rays and 

photographs of a missile wound car ::e. 

Q Will you tell me whether or not, Doctor,' if you 

"kno, whether thec 

vore 	clir7pThyc.-  to tc 	 of tc., 
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A 
	

Please repeat your question. 

• 2 
	

MR. DYI.MWD: 

3 
	

Object unless he was present. 

4 
	

MR. OSER: 

5. 	 said tell me whether or not you know. 

6 
	

THE COURT: 

7 
	

Now, this is of his own personal know- 

S 
	

ledge? 

9 
	

MR. OSER 

10 
	

Yes, sir. 

11 
	

BY MR. OSEP.: 

12 
	

Can you tell me, Doctor, whether or not, if 

13 
	

you know, these photogral)hs and X-rays 

14 
	

were ever displayed to the members of the 

15 
	

Warren Commission, if you know, Doctor? 

16 
	

A 	That 5.s the word you used before, "Warren 

17 • 
	

Comi.Aission"? 

18 '0 Displayed. 

19 
	

7. 	Displayed? 

20 
	

Q 	Or shown. 

21 
	

A 	Sown? 

22 
	

na. 

23 
	

Your noflor, unlos 	th Doctor vl:.s prernt, 

24 
	

he can't testify to this. 	Socon6ly, 

25 
	

I thin): that is irrelevant to the 

62 



issues in this case. We have said many 

times that we are not trying the 

Warren Commission here. 

THE COURT: 

We can nip it, we can find out. whether 

.or not the Doctor knows of his own 

knowledge whether they were or were 

not, and that will dispose of the 

matter. Either he knows or he doesn'.1. 

know.. 

Do you know of your own know- ' 

ledge? 

THEATIESS: 

When 1 appeared before the Warren 

Commission in March, 1964, the 7.-rayE 

and the photographs were not avail- 

able to us in the preparation of our 

testimonyz.  

BY MR. OSER: 

0 	Am 7 correct in stating, Co7.one1, that you and 

Commnder Humes and Commander Dowell 

appeLred. in front of the Warren Com:a3s3.on 

at the samcs. time? 

i. 	We 

Q 	Can you tell me why the X-rz!,ys and photog):Lphr; 
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were not available at that time? 

A 	I was told that it was the wish of the Attorney 

General. 

Q Thank you, Colonel. 

• -- who was then Robert F. Kennedy. 

Q (Exhibiting document to witness.) Doctor, I 

show you what the State marks for purposes 

of identification "S-68," and I ask you if 

you would view this exhibit and tell The 

Court. whether or not, you have ever seen 

anything depicted on here as being similar 

to what you have seen before. 

A 	I recognize those drawings but I am not the 

author of them. 

MR. DYMOND: 

I didn't hear the first part. I recognize 

what?. 

0 gf. R : 

Those drawings. 

THE WITZSS: 

I recognize those drawings; I am not the 

author of them. 

Q mo... 

Q ;';ore you p.os-Jent, Doctor, whcn tii. wz-:s Cone, 

at the 0.1cio of the in.ltopsy or shortly 



thereafter, in conjunction with 

Commander Humes and Commander Boswell? 

MR. DYMOND: 

Object, Your Honor. There is no evidence 

as to when this was done, and Coun- 

sel's question assumes there is 

evidence as to when this was done. 

D.R. OSER: 

I asked if he wirS present when it was 

done. 

MR. DYMOND: 

He went on to say when he contends it 

was done. That is the part. I am 

objecting to. 

THE COURT: 

I think the exhibit -- I cannot comment on 

the evidence, but you 'e.re trying to 

lay a predicate to see if the witness 

can identify it as being similar to 

something he has seen before? 

MR. OSER: 

Yes, sir. 

Tfl'Ij.: COURT: 

Why dcn't.  you 	 quo.;tion Tir7;t? 

MR. OSER: 
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I thought I had, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: 

Maybe you did. 

BY MR. °SIM: 

Q 	Doctor, is this exhibit, which I have marked 

as "State-60" for purposes of identifica-

tion -7 I ask you if what is depicted on 

this particular exhibit is similar.to 

something that yvu have seen before, 

Doctor. 

MR. DYMOND: 

If The Court please, at this time we are 

going to object to this testimony as 

to similarity. We have here sketches 

which purport to deal in •detail, in 

measurements and so forth, and I 

submit to the Court that in that area 

similarity is not good enough. 

THE COURT: 

It depends on the witness. lie 'has stated 

he recognized it. The question he has 

not answered for Mr. User yet is 

whether or not the e%hibit offered to 

him ic 	 dos he recognize 

it, 

 

and he has not answeredthat 

.D3/7.  

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1-1 

15 

16 

17 

1$ 

19 

20 

21 

6G 



question. I would overrule your 

objection until he answers that 

question. 

THE WITNESS: 

I recognize it for the purpose of identi-

fication. I see in the left upper 

corner '"NMS" -- Navy Medical Sheet -- 

• "63272," and this was the autopsy 

• number given in Bethesda for the 

autopsy of President Kennedy, and 

. these drawings may have been made 

by both D. Humes and Dr. Boswell. 

They pertain to the oheervations 

along the autopsy of President 

Kennedy. 

• THE COURT: 

I will permit the exhibit to be receive& 

in eviden&e. on the ground that it is 

similar. From the testimony of the 

witness Dr. Finch, I will permit it 

to be received in evidence. 

MR. DYI.:0171): 

To which ruling Counsel for the Defene 

reserves a 	of 
• 

the entire tostimcny, Counsel's 
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objection to this exhibit. "State-GO,' 

the .reasons for the objection, and 

the ruling of the Court and the 

entire record parts of the bill. 

Your Honor, the State now wishes to 

offer, file and introduce into 

evidence "S-68. 

THE COURT: 

It shall be admitted. 

MR. DYMOND: 

To which offering the Defense objects, 

using as parts of its bill the c.aro 

component parts which were set forth 

in the preceding bill. 

(Whereupon, the diagram offered 

by Counsel was duly mar):cd for 

identification as "State-69,'" 

and received in evidence.) 

11.7: 21:0 (../6. .1122.1?12. 
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MR. OSER: 

Your Honor, the State requests permission 

to place it on this board, if I may. 

THE COURT: 

You may do so. 

(Exhibit mounted on display board.) 

BY MR, OSER: 

Q Doctor, at the time of the autopsy, was such 

a sheet as depiced in State Exhibit 68 

prepared by either you or one of the 

other two members of the autopsy team 

of you all performing the autopsy en 

President Kennedy? 

A 	This was not prepared by me.. 

Q Did you see anybody prepare this particular 

exhibit, or working on this particular 

echibit? 

A 	Well, the three of ti's were involved in this, 

taking measurements and "- I did not make 

those drawings. 

o Was such a sheet of paper as depicted on that 

particular exhibit, part of your autopsy 

Work that ti :e three of you all performed? 

A 	I would think that this was handi by 1-)r, 

3-TUIV;0!--1 and 	 Personally I can't - 

ci 
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I recall having seen this but to give an 

exact time, an exact hour, and what I did 

with this, I can't say. I don't remember. 

It is part of the case but I don't remem-

ber details on this. 

Q 
	Part of the case. Fine. 

A 	At this time I would like to add something. 

As a pathologist, you put down what you 

find in a mock-up scene to show the loca-

tion, the approximate location. There may 

be variations,between drawings and photo- 
k 

graphs, for example, but the advantage of 

having those immediate records is to put 

down the information mentioned -- number 

of wounds, location of wounds, dimensions 

taken at the time of autopsy. 

Doctor, what you are talking about or commentinc; 

about is the fact that the point I am 
4 

pointing to on this particular autoT:.sy 

descriptive sheet, the area of the hole in 

the back bei/ig considerably lower and in a 

different position than the hole you drew 

on Mr. Vemann's shirt? Is that what you 

aa:e referring to,.si17? 

THE WITI:MS: 
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and If I drew that dot through his shirt 

Q 

put it on his skin, Mr. Wegmsnn's skin, 

that would be the location that you testi-

fied•to on direct examination? Am I 

correct? 

A 	Well, again I want to call your attention to 

the fact tha L 	are here arguing about. -- 

I am not arguing. 
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(Whereupon, Mr. William Wegmann arose, 

removed his coat, and exhibited the 

marking on his shirt. 

THE WITNESS: 

I would like to repeat that the mark on 

the shirt of Mr. Wegmann is on his 

shirt, whereas the wound I saw was 

in the skin in the back of the neck, 

and I would say that the wound I saw 

was higher than the one I see on the 

drawing. 

BY MR. OSER: 

Q 

	

	But am I correct in stating, Doctor, that the 

dot that is on Mr. Wcgmann's shirt 

corresponds to where you say the wound 

in the president's back of his neck was? 



D4 /N4 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

S 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A 	-- the mark on the shirt. 

6 	I am not arguing. Answer my question. 

MR. EDARD WEGMANN: 

He is answering the question. 

MR. OSER: 

Let him answer the question. 

THE COURT: 

Will you both speak to me. 

MR. WILLIAM WEGMANN: 

He doesn't like the answer so he is 

interrupting the witness.. 

MR. OSER: 

Your Honor, I object to that statement. 

MR. WILLIAM WECMANN: 

I think the witness has a right to answer, 

and if Mr. Oser wants to croLs-examinc 

him, he can cross-examine him. 

THE COURT 

One thing I am going to rule is that the 

witness answer yes or no and then ex-

plain it. The witness can't volunteer 

information every time he wants to 

volunteer information. That 3s one 

thing tht should Le clarified. rror',i 

now on ask him to answer yes or no, 



and if he wishes to explain, then ho 

can explain, but he cannot volunteer 

every time he wishes to volunteer. If 

he wants to make an explanation, 

certainly he can explain. 

MR. WILLIAM WEGMANN: 

But also I think, Your Honor, if we are • 

going to follow the Court's ruling ,  

I think Mr.'Oser should make his ques-

tions such that they are susceptible 

of a yes or no answer. 

MR. OSER: 

Read it back. 

• mR. WILLIAM WEGMANN: 

In effect what he is doing is arguing 

the witness. 

THE COURT: 

Let's clarify this. Ask the question again 

in a form that can be answered yes or 

no, and then if the witness wishes to 

explain, he tiny explain. 

MR, OSER: 

I wish to have it red }-)c);. 

THE COUr:T: .  

No, sir. I an going to ask vou to proceed. 
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RephrarJc your question and let it 

be answered. 

BY 11R. OSER: 

Q 	Colonel, before I talked about the ink dot on 

Mr. Wegmann's shirt in the location that 

it is. I am asking you whether or not the 

ink dot on Mr. Wegmann's shirt is the 

same area -- if you carried that ink dot 

through and put it on his skin, would it 

be the area where you testified that you 

found the wound in President Kennedy 's 

back of his neck? 

THE WITSS: 

I would like to ask Mr. Wegmann to -- 

THE COURT: 

Answer yes or no and then explain, Doctor. 

The que.,:.tion is susceptible of a yes 

or no answer, but you may explain it. 

MR. WILLIAM WEGNANiq: 

May I interject myself? 

THE COUR"P: 

Certainly. 

1.. MR. 

I think ;h a t ho wEInt to :":o 	sec the 

shirt again. Isn't that what you 

 

 

 



wanted, Doctor? 

(The witness nodded affirmatively.) 

THE COURT: 

You may stand down if you wish to. 

(Whereupon, the witness left the 

stand and proceeded to a position 

close to Mr. William Wegmann.) 

A 	I would say, this, in relation to the drawing, 

the mark i have 'Made on the shirt of 

Mr. Wegmann is higher than the mark seen 

on the drawing. 

BY MR, OSER: 
• 

Doctor, I don't think you quite understood M 

question. My question was exclusively 

tending toward Mr. Wegmann only righl:. now, 

the mark on Mr. Wegmann's shirt. Is the 

mark that you placed on his shirt, if you 

carried that ma73: through and put it on 

his skin rather than on the shirt, would 

that mark be in the same place that you 

saw the wound you said you saw on direct 

examination at the time of the autopsy? 

That is all I am nking you 

A 	(;Visuicifi.nci the stzAnc-) 	t;ie shirt in r;cDvinci 

the s-kin 
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6 	The general location than, Doctor, of where -- 

A 	The general location of the. mark I have made 

on the shirt of in:. Wegmann, the general 

location approximately corresponds to the 

location on the skin. 

Q 	Can you tell me whether or not Mr. Wegmann is 

the same height as President Kennedy was? 

THE WITNESS: 

Can you stand up, Mr. Wegmann? 

(Whereupon, Mr. Wegmann complied.) 

A 	I think president Kennedy was taller. 

BY MR. OSER: 

Q 	I believe you said, Doctor, you meazure6 from 

the tip of the mastoid bone behind the 

ear, down, is that correct, in one direc-

tion? 

A' 	Well, you have to take several 	I measured a 

certain distance from the tip of the 

mastoid, and that certain distance was 

14 centimeter:; as I recall, Let 11,e verify 

this 	(referring to document) -- 14 

centimeter from the riciht mastoid. proce, 

whic:1: iL (u sing rule::) ap:,-)roximat,,:ly five 

and a hz-Jf iuchs. 

25 	 Now, the mez:z-iu :ementF;, Doctor, that you placed 
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on Mr. Wegmann when Mr. Wegmann was 

standing erect and facing- this way, if 

nr. Wcgmann had turned his head either to 

the loft or to the right, would this chang 

the position of the mastoid bone in re-

lation to that 13 or 14 centimeters rneasur 

ment? Yes or no, Doctor, and then you 

can explain your answer. 

A 	(Moving head) The moment of the head could 

have changed slightly the distance between 

the mastoid and the wound in the back of 

the neck. 

Q 	(Exhibiting sketch to witness) Doctor, I show 

you what the State now marks for purposes 

of identification as "S-69," and I ask 

you whether or not you are familiar with 

w)lat is depicted on this particular photo-

graph, referriri'g you to the previous De-

fense Exhibit D-27. 

im. °SEP.: 

May I have D-27 for the Doctor to compare 

i t? 

(RxhilAt handed to the witne.) 

A 	Yer, it 

0 	may I correct it by saying the upper half c);: 
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Defense E;:hibit D-27? 

A 	Yes, that it is. 

MR. OSER: 

At this time, Your Honor, I offer, intro- 

dUce anei file into evidence the ex- 

hibit marked "S-69" for purposes of 

identification. 

MR. DYMOND: 

No objection. 

THE COURT: 

It is part of the same exhibit as what? 

MR. DYMOND: 

D-27. 

MR. OSER: 

The upper half of D-27. 

(Whereupon, the sketch offered 

• by Counsel was . duly marked for 

identification as "S-GO" and • 

received in evidence 

BY MR. °SLR: 

Q 	(Exhibiting sketch to witness) Doctor, I now 

show you what the State marks for pUr- 

. poues of identicLtiop "S-70," and I ask 

you if ycr.::. z..Lo 	 ,:75t1-1 

pictCO in this 
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2f,  

A 	Yes, I am. 

Except, as before, being the same as D-29. 

A 	Please show me D-29. 

Tin; COURT: 

Show the witness. 

(Exhibit handed to witness.) 

A 	It is. 

MR. OSER: 

The State wishes to offer, introduce 

and file in-%-evidence the exhibit 

which is marked "S-70" for purposes 

of identification. 

MR. DYMOND: 

NO objection. 

THE COURT 

Let it be received. 

(Whereupon, the Sketch offered 

by Counsel was duly marked for 

identification as "Exhibit 5-70" 

and received in evidence.) 

MR. OSER: 

May I put it on the board, Your Honor? 

THE COURT: 

You 

: 
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Doctor, referring to State Exhibits 69 arid 70 

on the large: board over there, equivcIlent 

to Defense 27 and Defense 29, could you 

toll us who made those drawings? 

A 	As far as I know, they were made at the time 

of the preparation of our testimony before 

the Warren Commission in March, 1964. 

They were made under the direction of 

Dr. Humes at Bethesda Hospital, in a short 

period of time, as I recall approximately 

two days, under the supervision of Dr. 

•Humes. As I recall, the name of the Navy 

enlisted man who did those was Rydberg, 

R-y-d-b-e-r-g, but this is subject to 

verification. 

Q 	Now, Colonel, can you tell me whether or not 

the person that drew these two diagrams, 

or the illustrator, had any of the photo-

graphs or x-rays of President Kennedy 

available to him? 

NO IIIATUS HERE. 
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THE COURT: 

He would only be able to answer that, 

Mr. Oser, if he knows-of his own 

personal knowledge. 

MI:. °SCR: 

I asked him if he knows, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: 

All right. 

THE WITNESS: 

To my knowledge, this Navy enlisted man 

did not have the photographs or X-rays 

available to him. Likewise they were 

not available to us in March 1964. 

BY MR. OSER: 

Q 	Now, Doctor, referring to State Exhibit 68, 

the descriptive sheet, am I correct in 

stating that the information placed on the 

descriptive sheet, State-GC, was placed, 

there by a qualified pathologist, either 

Dr. Humes or Dr. Doswell? 

nr. DYMO:;D: 

Your Honor, I think the witness already 

testified he  C:;0 not see it made and 

doe:; not: Irno : who 1-lefte it, 

MR, 03ER: 

81 



10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

27 

23 

25 

Your. Honor, if The 'Court please, may the 

State be heard? The Colonel said 

that it was made either by Dr. Humes 

or Dr. Boswell at the time of the 

autopsy, and the Colonel on the wit-

ness stand said he was one of the 

co-authors of the autopsy report, and 

I am asking him if a qualified 

pathologist, either Dr. Boswell or 

Dr. HumeS, made the entriesthat 
7 

appear on the descriptive sheet 

attached and concerning the autopsy 

of President Kennedy. 

MR. DYMOND: 

If The Court please, I think the relevant 

question is whether Dr. Finch saw 

these drawings made. If he did, than 

he can testify who made them. 

THE COURT: 

I don't think that is the legal point. 

think the legal point is whether or 

not Dr. Fine recognizes the autopsy 

descriptive .figures on there, and if 

he 	his notes, he can compare hi 

notes with the exhibit to sec if 
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Let' sue, /%sh your uueStion again, 

Er, 0:;er, and I will see if we 

understand what is before us. 
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there are any differences. If there 8?. 

are not any differences, then he can 

confirm or deny whether it was a 

Atrue report of what should have been 

made at that time: 

• MR. DYMOND: 

Your. Honor, that wasn't the question 

though. The question Was whether 

State-G8.had been made by a qualified 

pathologist. 

THE COURT: 

It has already been offered and accepted 

in evidence. 

MR. DYliOND: 

I understand that, but unless the Doctor 

was there .when it was made, how can 

he }:now who made it and whether the 
4 

man was cfualifice?' 

MR. OSER: 

It is part of the report, if Your Honor 

. please, which has been signed. 

THE COURT: 
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BY MR. OSER: 

Doctor, from State Exhibit 68, the descriptive 

sheet on thz! 'autopsy of President Kennedy 

as it appears before you, can you tell us.  

whether or not the entries made on that 

particular descriptive sheet were done so 

by a qualified pathologist? 

MR. DYMOND: 

Now that is what I object to. 
• 

THE COURT: 

Unlesp he saw-it being done, Mr..0ser, 

he can't answer that. 

MR. OSER: 

Your Honor -- 

THE COURT: 

May I ask you, sir, to change the question 

Ask if it is incorrect or correct. 

Then he can ancwer it. 

MR. OSER: 

Your Honor, may I have an answer to my 

question? 

THE COURT 

I will sustain Mr.. Dyiaond's objection. 

Unless he saw so :body m:71:c it, he 

cannot testify to it, but he can 
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testify to thc contents, if he has 

knowledge, from his notes. 

BY MR. osun: 

0 	Doctor, 'did such a descriptive sheet make up 

part of your autopsy report on 

President 1:ennedy that you signed with 

Commander Flumes and Commander Boswell? 

A 	I have here a copy of the report I signed. 

Q 	Would you like to peruse it.? If so, go ahead. 

A 	(Referring to document) I have with me Xerox 

copies from Volume XVI Of the Warren  

Commission Hearings, page 978, 979, 

through page 983, and these are the pages 

of the autopsy report I signed. As I 

recall, this is part of the exhibits, and 

I don't recall the place of this, the rag 

cif it. 	I.dion't see this drawing between 

page 978 and 983 of the autopsy report I 

signed. Of course I couldn't take copies 

of all the hearings with me. 

mn, osrn: 

Your Honor, may I have a short delay.while 

I send for 	pz.Yiticular volume 

that the hector rcfcc.1 to? It 

won't take two minutes to get it. 
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THE COURT: 

Well, where is it -- in the District 

Attorney's Office? 

MR. OSER: 

Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: 

Well, if you are going to pursue that, 

we won't have time to go into it 

before the':i:ocess. 	It is four minutetf. 

to 12:00. 

MR. OSER: 

Your Honor -- 

THE COURT: 

I think this would be a convenient tipt2 

to recess for lunch. Then you can 

send and get your picture, and then 

at 1:30 when we come bdek you can 

pursue this line of questioning. 

MR. OSER: 

Your Honor, I only have one more question 

on this particular line, if you can 

allow it now. 

THE COURT: 

I woulO prc:fclr 	You th5.n?-. yohavo,  

questioD. (LAUGHTER) It 	been 



experience when a lawyer says one 

question it generally lasts a half 

hour. 

We arc going to recess for lunch 

because it will give you an' opportun-

ity to get your picture and then to 

pursue this line. 

Gentlemen, as I have consistent-

1y, and will in the future, I milst 

admonish you and instruct you not to 

discuss the case among yourselves or 

• with any other person. That includes 

everybody, the Sheriffs, waiters, 

waitresses. 

We will now adjourn for lunch, 

and I will ask the Sheriff to have 

you back here for 1:30. 

(Whereuj- on, the jury was excused.) 

THE COURT: 

Do you wish these exhibits to remain in 

the same position until we come back 

from lunch? 

. 	OSER: 

Yes, Your I;ono. 

THE COUaT: 
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Ask the sp2ctators to be careful not to 

knock these e;:h::.bits down leaving 

the courtroom. 

Mr: Shaw, you are released 

under your same bond, and, Dr. Finch, 

I will ask you to report back to be 

on the stand at 1:30. 

We will be adjourned until 

1:30. 

. . Thereupon, at 11:58 o'clocl: 

a.m., a recess was taken until 1:30 

o'clock p  m  
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AFTERNOON PROCEEDINGS  

PIERRE A. FINCK, M.D., 

having been previously sworn, resumed the stand 

for a continuation of 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

THE COURT: 

Let it be noted the Jury has returned 

from lunch. The Defendant is 

• present and Counsel for both sides. 

are present. 

Is the State and is the Defense ready to 

proceed? 

MR. DYMOND: 

We are ready, Your Honor. 

MR. OSER: 

. The State is ready, Your Hohor. 

THE COURT: 

You may proceed. 

BY MR, OSER: 

Q 	Doctor, at the time of the autopsy, were 

either you or any one of your two 

assistants, if I may call them that.,' 

Commander Humes and Commander Boswell, 

ma-king ahy notes of what was going on and 

what you all were doing, that you can re- 

1-1/N 
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91 



J l/N call? 

A 	I don't recall making notes at the time of 

the autopsy. As I recall, Dr. Boswell 

was making those notes. 

Q 	Can you tell me how the final draft of the 

autopsy report which you signed along 

with Commander Humes and commander Boswell 

came about? How was, that put together? 

A 	We signed that autopsy report, as I remember, 

on Sunday, the 24th of November, 1963, 

in the office of Admiral Galloway, who was 

one of the Admirals in charge of the Navy 

hospital. I had reviewed with Dr. Humes 

his draft of the autopsy report prior to 

that time, and, as I recall, the three of 

us, that is Humes, Boswell and myself, 

were present at that time in the office 

of Admiral Galloway on that Sunday, to the 

best of my recollection. 

Q 	Doctor, I show you from volume 17, Page 30 

through Page 47, and ask you if you would 
e. 

view the contents of those pages. 

A 	Yes, sir. This is Volume 17 of the hearings 

before the President's Commission on the 
• 

assassination of President Kennedy. 
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don't recall seeing Pages 30 through 44. 

What Dr. Humes and I did, we were dis-

cussing the wording of the final autopsy 

report based on a report he had prepared 

through the night, I should say through 

Saturday, in the course of Saturday, the 

23rd of November, and he worked on this, 

• and he read over to me what he had pre-

pkred. Is Page.„45 included in your 

question? 

Yes, sir, 45 through 47. 

A 	On Page 45 I recognize the drawing which I 

see now in the room, and which is labelled 

in this volume Commission Exhibit 397. 

I don't recall the timing of seeing this. 

I have seen thiS at some time. I don't 

-recall exactly when. 

Q 	The exhibit you are- talking about right now, 

Doctor, Exhibit 397, is this the same 

exhibit you are talking about reproduced 

here in State 68, as best you can recall, 

Doctor? 

A 	As best as I can toll, Page 45 of this volume 

is a reproduction of the exhibit shown in 

the courtroom arj 68, except that at the 
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a human •body. I know-this was involved 

in ti 	discussions; in the %:.cstiMony, but 

I can't give you any ting. 7,s I recall, 

Dr. Boswell did those and discussed them 

but I can't recall exactly when I saw them. 

. In other words:' when an atopsy'descriptive 

• list or sheet is used at an autopsy, it . 

is either used at the time or. an autopsy 

or shortly thereafter as a work sheet 

somewhere in the autoi:ny roo:., is that 

right, Doctor? 

GC i an 	 -- well, 

when it 446:; done Ly Dr.posy:.:11 I don't 

know. 

94 om it 	 say "coNiplifi.;::.en 

Exhi:11 397." I rememLer that these 

urawings had been made, and you realize 

now I am referring to Page 45. 

Which is the 	thing 	 68, is that 

right? 

Yes, sir, 	 ea3ize -the drawings 
• 

wc.::k sheets to 
. 	. 

of the autopsy, and 

a!:e aoCed to thi:ce schematic 

representationsolf the front and back of 
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In referring to State Exhibit 69 and 70, 

Doctor, these two exhibits were not done 

then until sometime in March of 1964, 

is that correct, Doctor? 

A 	I wouldn't know the exact date. The first 

time as I recall that I saw these ex-

hibits was in March, 1964, to the best 

of my recollection. 

Q But you do know, Doctor, you can testify that 

the photographs and X-rays were not availa 

ble, to the best of your knoWledge, to 

the illustrator of these exhibits as they 

were not available to you in March, 1964? 

A 	To the best of my knowledge the X-rays and 

photographs were not available to the 

illustrator. Iknow for sure that they 

were not available to me, the x-rays and 

the photographs. 

Q Can you tell me, Doctor, whether or not the 

illustrator was present at the autopsy 

when president Kennedy's body was availa- 
e. 

ble for viewing in order for him to make 

these illustrations? 

A 	I don't know. 

Q Do you recall seeing him there or anyone held 

95 



Ji/N 	 1 
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out to be the illustrator at the autopsy? 

A 	I don't remember. 

• Doctor, did you make any types of notes at all 

at the time of the autopsy yourself? 

A 	I may have written down measurements. 

• Do you still have those measurements? 

A 	No. When I walked out of that autopsy room 

I didn't have notes with me, to the best 

of my recollection. I. remember taking 

measurements and giving them to Dr. Humes 

and Dr. Boswell. 

Q Do you know whether Commander Boswell made 

any particular notes at the time of the 

autopsy? 

A 	As I recall I saw Dr. Boswell taking notes. I 

saw both Dr. Humes and Dr. Boswell taking 

notes at the time of the autopsy, to the 

best of my recollection. 

Q Would your answer be the same with regard to 

Commander Humes with regard to making 

notes at the time of the autopsy as it 

was with Dr. Boswell? Did he also make 

notes? 

A 	As I remember, both of them made notes during 

the autopsy. 
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• Were you present, Colonel, when Dr. Humes 

burned his original notes? 

A 	I was not. 

Doctor, the report that I showed you before -- 

A 	I have it here. 

Q Are you in agreement with all. the .allegations 

and statements and the contents of this 

. particular exhibit? 	Is there anything 

in there that you would change at this 

time? 

A 	I don't think so. 

. Doctor, I now show you what the State marks 

as "S-71" for the purpose of identifica-

tion, and ask you if you would view this 

exhibit and tell the Court whether or not 

you recognize this exhibit, and, if so, 

how can yoU recognize it? 

A 	I recognize here Exhibit S-71 consisting of 

Pages 978 through 983 as being six pages 

of the autopsy report we signed in 

z. 
November, 1963. 

Q Doctor, this is the autopsy report you have 

been referring to that you co-authored 

with Colo.ander Boswell and Commander 

is that correct? 
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A 	Yes. 
	 98 

Q When was the first time you s
aw the Zapruder 

film, Doctor? 

	

4 
	

A 	As I recall, it was in 
March, 1964, when I re- 

	

5 
	 turned from Panama and was to

ld I had to 

	

6 
	 testify before the Warren Com

mission. 

	

7 
	

Q 	So at the time you 
signed and co-authored 

	

8 
	 the autopsy report, which has

 been marked 

	

9 	 as S-71 for identification, y
ou had not, 

	

10 	 as of that time, seen the Zap
ruder film, 

	

11 
	 is that correct? 

	

12 
	

A 	I had not. 

	

13 
	

Q 	Doctor, are you famil
iar in this particular 

	

14 	 report, S-71, which you co-au
thored with 

	

15 
	 Commanders Humes and Boswell,

 with all 

	

16 
	 the evidence upon which the r

eport was 

	

17 
	 based? 

	

18 
	

A 	please repeat your ques
tion. 

	

19 
	

Q 	Are you familiar with 
all of the evidence upon 

	

20 	 which this report was based? 

	

21 	A 	In the general sense, 
yes. 

	

22 	Q 	Doctor, I call your att
ention to Page 2, under 

	

23 	 the heading of "Clinical Summ
ary," and 

	

24 	 ask you to tell me the basis 
for your 

	

25 	 statement as part of your cli
nical 
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