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National Naval Medical Center
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate
8901 Wisconsin Ave

Bethesda, Maryland 20814

The determination that there are no records responsive to
portions of your request is made by me on behalf of Major
General John L. Fugh, The Judge Advocate General. Should you
consider this an adverse determination you may appeal this
decision within 60 days of the date of this letter, through
this office, to the Secretary of the Army, ATTN: Office of the
General Counsel, Washington, D.C. 20310.

Sincerely,

. Barnes
Judge Advocate
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‘ R C James H. Lesar, President

SSASSINATION ARCEIVRES 918 F Street, N.W. ® Suite 510
\ND RESEARCH CENTER Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 393-1917

June 6, 1992

24 " & - -

Mr. J. M. Scovitch
Kennedy Research Project
4815 Calvert Road #335
College Park, MD 20740

Dear Mr. Sovitch:

e Thank you for sending me the documents you received from AFIP
under the FOIA. I would like to make them available to several
persons who have a particular interest in the medical evidence.
Please let me know whether you have any objection to this.

So far as I know, the AARC does not have these records. I
would like to have clean copies without your notations on them.
If you could provide me an un-notated set, I would appreciate it.

Sincerely yours,

/W\
Jim Lesar
/’ President, AARC

|
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June 5. 1992

Mr. J.M. Scovitch
4815 Calvert Road. #355
College Park, MD 20740 e

Dear Mr. Scovitch:
This is in response to your letter of February Z, 1992, a Freedom of
Information Act request (our reference NN92-393) about records of the
President s Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy. We received
your request from the Department of the Army on May 26, 1992.

The President’s Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy issued a S
Report with 26 volumes of exhibits and hearings. This publication should be-
available to you through your local public library. In addition, your library
should be able to provide you with secondary publications relating to your E:
interest. The National Archives has issued three microfilm publications (115 ..z
rolls) relating to the assassination of President Kennedy. SR

The autopsy photographs and X-rays of President Kénnedy were donated to the . .

National Archives by the Kennedy family by an agreement dated October 29, :
1966. This agreement limits access to such materials to (1) persons )
authorized to act for a Committee of Congress, a Presidential commission, or
any other official agency of the Federal government having authority to - .
investigate matters relating to the assassination of President Kennedy and to -
(2) recognized experts in the field of pathology or related areas of acience
and technology whose applications are approved by the Kemnedy family .-T::

representative, Mr. Burke Marshall. As the photographs and X-rays *4 -8
are donated historical materials, it is the deed of gift, rather thin’

FOIA, that governs questions of access. e

All documents relating to the autopsy of President Kennedy (Commission Kxh
397) are available in volume 17 of the Report. In addition our microfilm;
publication M1289: Key Persons (roll 7) reproduces the autopsy report
attachments. National Archives microfilm publications are available for '$23
per roll from our Publications Division. To order microfilm please return t
enclosed NATF Form 72-F with a check or money order, payable to “NATF-NEPS,
to the National Archives Trust Fund Board, P.0. Box 100793, Atlanta, GA
30384.

This reply concludes our processing of your request.
Sincerely,

itk 0. ot~
MILTON O. GUSTAFSO

Chief, Civil Reference Branch
(202) 501-5395
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY d ‘%i
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL f
WASHINGTON, DC 20310-2200 '3 ;
3 ¥
Arrenmon os 15 MAY 1982 Sy o

Administrative Law Division

o™ Mr. J. M. Scovitch
Kennedy Research Project
4815 Calvert Road #335
College Park, Maryland 20740

Dear Mr. Scovitch:

This is in further response to your February 2, 1992,
Freedom of Information Act request to Walter Reed Army Medical
Center for information pertaining to the autopsy of the late
President John F. Kennedy.

The enclosed documents were forwarded to this office i
the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology for a releasability . . .
determination. You will note that portions of the documents
are "blacked out." These portions apparently were "blacked
out" by Colonel Finck or Brigadier General Blumberg prior to
the time the documents came into the custody of the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology. Although these portions are
readable on the original, the process of reproducing copies for
release rendered the "blacked out" portions illegible. We have
handwritten in the content of those "blacked out" portions on
your copies. 1In all other respects, the copies you have
received are exact duplicates of those maintained in the filasA_
' of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. Neither this
E: office nor the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology have -
redacted any information on the documents.

As to the remaining items you requested, a search of the .
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology Medical Museum Archives
revealed no records responsive to your request. Your request
has also been forwarded to the following offices or agencies: .

Director of Information Management
Walter Reed Army Medical Center
ATTN: HSHL-IMA-R (Ms. Bizzell)
Washington, D.C. 20307-5001

Mr. John A. Constance

National Archives and Records Administration
Seventh Street & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20408




National Naval Medical Center
Ooffice of the Staff Judge Advocate
8901 Wisconsin Ave

Bethesda, Maryland 20814

The determination that there are no records responsive to
portions of your request is made by me on behalf of Major -

s~General John L. Fugh, The Judge Advocate General. Should yod-‘:w"““

consider this an adverse determination you may appeal this . ..
decision within 60 days of the date of this letter, through
this office, to the Secretary of the Army, ATTN: Office of the
General Counsel, Washington, D.C. 20310.

Sincerely,

sd€pii”"R. Barnes
oglonel,] Judge Advocate
Genergl's Corps

Administrative Law
10“ - -t R - . --—':.-'
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THE AUTOPSY OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

by Lt. Colonel Pierre A, FINCK, MC, USA.

Commander Humes, MC, USN, Director of Laboratories, Naval Medical School,
National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, called me at hm by e
telephone on 22 Nov 1963, 2000 hours. He told me to go immediately to the
Naval Hospital. Brigadier Gemeral Blumberg, MC, USA, Director of the Armad ' .

Forces Institute of Pathology, Washington, D. C., had given my name.

I arrived at the Naval Hospital at 2030 hours. I saw a helicopter omn the
ground. A seaman escorted me to the autopsy room, guarde?éutside by

military personnel and inside by Agents of the U, S. Secret Service.,

Rear Admiral Galloway, Commanding the Naval Center, Cdr Humes and Cdr 5
Boswell, MC, USN, Chief of Pathology, showed me the wounds in the Preéi.d_gnt'n

head. The brain, the heart and the lungs had been removed before my arr:l.v_nl.

X ray films of the head and chest had been taken,

Also present in the autopsy room were : Rear Admiral Kenney, sugmi B g

General; a Brigadier General, A:Lr Force A:Ld to l:he Prasi.dent' Capt Stmr,

MC, USN, Commanding the Waval Medical School; Capt Oaborne, HI:, ‘USN,

Chief of Surgery; Cdr Ebersole, MC, USN, a radiologist; a Navy phogogr;a’j:’uh'_g._!; 7
Navy officers and enlisted men; Agents of the U. S. Secret Service and

Federal Bureau of Investigation ( FBI ).

The Autopsy number assigned ¥ to the President by the Naval Hosj:ital was IR

A - 63 - 272.




THE WOUNDS

The scalé of the vertex is lacerated. There is an open comminuted fracturé
of the cranial vault, many portions of which are missing. .di?
The autopsy had been in progress-for thirty minutes when I arrived.

Cdr Humes told me that he only had to prolong the lacerations of the scalp
before removing the brain. No sawing of the skull was necessary.

The opening of the large head wound, in the right fronto-parieto-occipital

region, is 130 millimeters ( mm ) in diameter.

I also noticed another scalp wound, possibly of entrance, in the right

occipital region, lacerated and transversal, 15 x 6 mm. Correéppnding'to“'

that wound, the skull shows a portion of a crater, the beveling of whichlis_

obvious on the internal aspect of the bome; on that basis, I told the

prosectors and Admiral Galloway that this occipital wound is a woun& of

ortions of cranial vault/ ;
. to midnzght,\giiiiaiiiriiﬁ received from DALLAS. Texas. X ray films of t

50 mm in diameter, reveal BEVELING when viewed fram the external aapect,
thus indicating a wound of EXIT. Most probably, these bone specimena ‘are par]
of the very large right skull wound, 130 mm in diameter and mentioned @Bdﬁg

This right fronto-parieto-occipital wound is therefore an EXIT.

There is another wound, in the region of the right trapezius muscle, at - -

*140 mm from the right acromion and at 140 mm from the tip of the right
mastoid process ( I took these measurements ). The wound is OVAL, 7 x 4 mn;

and shows well demarcated edges.




- casket of _‘Afr;cgn‘iﬁa;.hogapy. The officers present saluted the casket/"

This wound cannot be probed with the soft probe available, There is

subpleural hemorrhage in the right apical mesial region. The apex of the .
right lung is hemorrhagic, without laceration of the pleura.

On the basis that there is a wound ?ossibly of entrance, which cannot be
probed through the body, I SUGGEST X RAY Fﬁ.MS BE TAKEN, ANTEROPOSTERIOR AT Sy _
AND LA%ERAL, OF THE ENTIRE BODY, BEFORE GOING ANY FURTHER WITH THE AUTOPISY. -

This radiologic survey does not reveal any major missile in the President's -

cadaver. There are only numerous metallic fragments in the head, in t;hé sagittal -

path plane. Some of r.hes_e are recovered and are turned over to FBI Agents 2

against receipt. I help the Navy photographer to take photographs of the

occipital wound ( external and internal aspects ) as well as -of the wound im -

the back.

There is a recent TRACHEOTOMY wound ( transversal incision ) with moderate

Later, the permission was extended to the CHEST.

Three civilian embalmers from GAWLER FUNERAL HOME prepared the bcdy for burial.
Tt took four hours to clean, embalm and dress the body of the President.

The cadaver left the Naval Hospital at 0400 hours, 23 November 1963, 'in AR

covered with a flag. i e
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After the body was placed into a USN ambulance, to be brought to the White House,
I saw Mrs Jaceueline Kennedy come out of the hospital and get into her car,
protected by the Secret Service. She had the same pink dress she was wearing

in Dallas at the time of the assassination.

On Sunday 24 November 1963, I went to the Naval Hospital to help Cdr Humes

who had written an autopsy report. Humes, Boswell and Finck, the three

prosectors, signed the Autopsy report in the Office of Admiral Gallowa

( I had suggested several corrections in the autopsy report.
While we were checking the autopsy report in the Admiral's office, the Television™

announced the murder of Oswald by Ruby ).

In my discussion with Cdr Humes, I stated that we should not check thg_blocﬁ:;
" complete Autopsy " in the Autopsy Report Form. In compliance with Ehe'““" .

checked.

Cdr Humes called me on 29 Nov 63 that the three p'usecturs wculd ezamina the
brain at the Naval Hospital. I asked if a representative of the Neuropa:hology:
Branch of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology would be invited to the
examination of the brain. Humes told me that no additionmal persons woulu be
admitted. Humes, Boswell and myself examined the formalin fixed brain. A US Navy_
photographer was present.
DESCﬁIPTION : The formalin fixed brain weighs 1500 grams. The arteries of :né’ésSé
show ﬁo arteriosclerotic plaques. The left hemisphere shows minimal fromtal &

and parietal subarachnoid hemorrhage.
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There is a parasagittal laceration of the right cerebral hemisphere, extending
from the frontal to the occipital lobes and exposing the Thalamus.

The Corpus Callosum is lacerated. No metallic fragments are identified but
there are numerous small bone fragm;ngs , between one and ten mill:‘.met'e;;s

in greatest dimension, in the container where the brain was fixed.

The CONVOLUTIONS of the brain are flat and the SULCI are narrow, but this

is interpreted as a fixation artefact because the change was not obs?wgd at
the time of autopsy. . -
COLOR AND BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS are taken by the US Navy photogra:phr :
superior and inferior aspects of the brainm.

Cdr Humes takes SECTIONS from the subarachnoid hemorrhage of the 1e£ﬂt

cerebral hemisphere and from the laceration of the right cerebral hemiaphera 0 -,

but does not xzke make coronal sections in order to preserve the specimen.

On 13 Dec 1963, I had the opportunity to examine l:he weapon used to kill -
President Kennedy. I saw the 6.5 mm Carcano Italian Short Rifle in the e e i

Firearms Unit of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (-FBI Lgbqw;_g;ory_._
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The President's Commission on the
Assassinztion of rresident MHemnnedy

{ n Yarren Comission " )
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THE WARREN COMMISSION
On 16 March 1964, I went to the Veterans of Foreign Wars ( VFW ) Building,
200 Maryland Avenue NE, Washington, DC, with Humes and Boswell, to

appear before the Warren Commission. We reported at 1100 hours to

-

Mr Arlen Specter, Attormey at Law from Philadelphia, who was Counsel
to the Warren Commission appointed by President Johnson to investigate

the assassination of Kennedy.

Mr Specter told us that the Attormey General, Robert Kennedy, brother of
the assassinated President, did not make available to the Commission

the X Ray films and the Photo graphs l:aken before and during the aut:npsy.

T had seen the X ray films in the Autopsy room of the Bethesda Navnl Hoapita
The autopsy photographs, taken before and during the =X autopsy were mmed

over to the US Secret gervice in the autopsy room and none of the prosectgra

ever saw the processed potographs.

Mr Specter showed us the CLOTHING wExj Worn by the. President,

~ -d Eh '-‘_'_ k-,-
recovered from the str?&cher of Governo

all showing a copper jacket and all fired by Oswald s rifle. I also -

had the opportunity to see the ballistics report & addressed by

J Edgar HOOVER, FBI Director to the President of the Comission. dated

11 March 1964.




CLOTHING : There is a hole in the back im of the Predident's coat,
a portion of which w= was removed by the FBI Laboratory for fibers
study. The hole is approximately 15 cm below the upper mxfm edge of the

collar to the right. Another hole is found immediately below the collar

taken by the FBI Lab agents, for fiber control study.

Tha#likix The shirt of the President, white with brown stripes, and

a Park Avemue shirt shop label, showed abundant blood in the back and

front. There is a bullet hole, in the back and to the right, at 15 em
from the upper edge of the collar. A
Iimediar.ely below the upper button of the front is a bullet hole :

perforating both £k flaps of the shirt, right and left. There is dry

blood on the margins of bofh holes. The innermost hole reveals. fibers
directed outward, which indicates an EXIT PER.‘FORA‘IION. The -:dn: mtermost
hole also shows this outward orientation of the dmbiy bloody shirt fi‘bers,
but to a lesser extent. These two anterior holes below the collar’ buttl'.qn
correspond to the exit wound found by the Dallas surgeons at Parklénd;
Hospital and which was extended for tracheotomy purposes.-Da'llas iecb!.:ds:.
show that the trachea had been lacerated by the bullet. WE DID NOTHAV}!'.
THIS INFORMATION AT THE TIME OF AUTOPSY. :
The TIE worn by Kemnedy, a blue silk tie labeled " Monsieur " Christian D or
shows a tear of the cloth to the left side of the knot and corresponding
to the two anterior holes in the shirt. The tie knot was not perforated
but GLANCED by the bullet, which is indicated by the fact that the white )
padding of the tie is visible and that the blue cloth on the internal )

aspect of the knot is intact, which indicates a tangential path on the left

side in relation to the knot.

R



BALLISTICS REPORT FROM FBI : Ammunition used by Oswald is 6.5-mm
Mannlicher-Carcano copper jacketed bullet, made by Western Cartridge Co.
Bullet weight : approximately 160 grains. Muzzle velocity approximately
2100 feet per second, kinetic energy approximately 1600 foot-pounds.
FBI Report on CLOTHING : Perforations of the shirt in the anterior

portion below the collar button are typical for an EXIT WOUND.

My EXAMINATION OF THE MISSILES :
1. One copper jacketed bullet, consistent with 6.5 mm caliber.

Approximate length : 30 mm. I was told not to touch these missiles beaause

the FBI wanted to run more tests. The bullet shows-ri_f'le markingawil;_ﬁ twist
to the right. The bullet is fully jacketed and kept its original has =
round nose and parallel edges. There is only one area of discoioration af the
jacket on the nose, showing a questionably flattemed area,_,poasik?.y}_ :

corresponding to impact with some hard surface.
2. One portion of distorted copper jacket, approximately 20 mm in ;_d':‘i.u_i_ieter'.

3. One portion of copper jacketed bullet, approximately 6.5 mm :Lndi
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MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDENT's COMMISSION PRESENT IN THE ROOM

at the time of my testimony :

Chief Justice Earl Warren, age 72.

Allen Dulles, 70, former Director of the Central Inl:elligenc’e Agency.
J.S. Cooper, 62, Republican semator from Kentucky.

G. Ford, 50, Republican Repxesork Rei:resentative £from Michigan.

J.J. McCloy, 68, one time US High Commissioner in West Germany.

MY TESTIMONY :
Chailrman
I was sworn in by Earl Warren, Ment‘\of the Commission .
My testimony lasted for thirty minutes. !
I testified that Kennedy was shot from behind.

One bullet entered the back at 14 cm from the right acromion and at

14 cm from the right mastold process, produced ecchymosis of f.ha dm
of the parietal pleura on the right and came cut in the antarior neck

below the larynx without injuring bonmes. X ray films had ruled ﬂn:x‘

out bone injuries along the bullet path.
Another bullet struck Mennedy in the back of the head, at 25 mm tp__:he Tif

of the external occipital protuberance and slightly above. The bullel:_proc

many fragments and an exit wound of i3x@ 130 mm in the right tenporo—

-t

parieto-occipital bone. Many metallic fragments were seen on X ray film,
were

but only Arecovered in the right frontal cerebral hemisphere, elong

approximatel 57
and black, representing one tenth of the bullet mass.

These fragments measured 7 X 2 and 3 X 1 mm.




I explained to the Commission on what basis I could identify ENTRY and

EXIT wounds in the skull. I brought with me a scheme I had prepared

before the Assassination of Kennedy. I had been working on this

diagram for three years, on and off, bringing modifications and

simplifications to it. This diagram applies to bones as well as to

; P i .
a pane of glass or:ﬁooj. My scheme was admitted by Chief Justice Warren

as Exhibit 400 of the Commission. ( A copy is attached ).

I also testified that, in my opiniom, the oval wound in the right

posterior superior aspect of the chest of Kennedy was an ENTRY.

The edges were fairly regular and there was black fouling of the edges.

T TR e —



PERFORATING MISSILE WOUND OF THE SKULL

A = Cranial vault, B = Crantal cavity. C = Entrance. D = Exit,

Arrows indicats missile path.

Entrance 18 oftsn smaller than exit because of bullet * "~ or and/or y missiles,
Note “coning,” “crataring,” or "baveling” of the bona.

The diametar of ths hole is smaller on the impact side. (The same differsnces of diamatsr apply to a glass pane.)

(Scheme by Scientific Ilustration Division, AFIP, -
from data provided by Lt Col Plarre A. Finck, MC, USA, AFIP Neg. 63-4825.)

Scheme preparecd before the assassination of Kennedy,

for teaching purposes.

Admitted ss Commission izhibit ie. LOD,

by Chief Justice Earl i’arren, on 16 liarch 196k,

Reproduced in Volume XLVII, paze 50, of
HEZARINGS before the fresicent's Cormission on the

Assassination of President ilennedy.




on 16 March 1964, I also had the opportunity to examine COLOR PRINIS,
approximately 10 X 20 cm, stamped " US Secret Service, Washington, DC "

gsatisfactory
on the back and made from the only/color film taken at the time of the

Assassination of Kennedy. An -amateur had taken for a g few seconds

Loc #Iblw-. = ]
the scene of the murder and sold it to LIFE MAGAZINE d@
COLOR PRINTS, made from this 8 mm color motion picture, clearly sho;r
how Kennedy slumped forward from a sitting position in the Presidential
car., The last frame does not show Kennedy, completely slumped forward
but his wife, Jacqueline Kennedy, climbing on the trunk of the
car ( a Lincoln, made by the Ford Motor Company ), seeking help for
her husband. This sequence of photographs is co-mpati:ble with a bullet
hitting Kennedy in the back and with another bullet striking him in the

head, both from behind.

On 16 March 156L, I had spent approximately seven hours with the

WARREN CO-MIZSION.
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On 23 March 1964, I learned from an FBI Agent that the Warren

Commission had asked the FBI to keep all the Exhibits of the Commission,
due to lack of storage facilities on the floor cccupied by the
Commission in the VFW Building. The agent told me that he was in
possession of the drawings made in two days by a US Navy enlistqftman at
the National Naval Medical Center, before the testimony of the prosectors
and showing the wounds of Kennedy. He also had Commission Exhibit 400,
the scheme demonstrating a perforating missile wound of the skull,

that I had submitted to the Commission.

All evidence and related material connected with Kennedy's Assassination

and kept by the Firearms Unit of the FBI Laboratory cccupied four

cabinets, each 77 X 36 X 18 inches ( 195 X 91 X 45 centimeters s
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On 14 April 1964, I appeared again before the Warren Commission
for a heafing. I spent five hours at the Veterans of Foreign War¥s
Building, 200 Maryland Avenue, NE.

INDIVIDUALS PRESENT were : Mr Specter, Mr Rankin, Mr Eisemberg,
Counsels of the Commission; FBI and Secret Service Agents;

Cdrs Humes and Boswell; Drs F.W. Light and Olivier, from the US Army

Arsenal, Edgewood, Md.

I saw a copy of the 8 millimeter mmwim color motion picture
Lor 440,000
£ilm taken by an amateur and sold to LIFE magazine SENINNEGEGGR © i

T saw the movie several times, at 18 frames per second and at slow motion.
T also saw the 35 millimeter color lantern slides made from this movie,

frame by frame. The movie and the slides show the Prasident.slumping

forward after being hit in the back. Then it seems that Govermor Connally

i

i
g ¢
i
0 |

has a spastic expression on his face, as he had been hit. His thigh is '

not visible and there is no evidence that blood appeared on his xkxuxk

injured right wrist. THEN CAME THE SHOT THROUGH KENNEDY's HEAD.

I had the opportunity to examine the clothing of Governor Comnnally.

The Governor was scheduled to come to Washington during April, we were
told. The COAT showed one hole in the back, on the right, at mid-distance
between the upper edge and the lower edge of the right shoulder seem,
close to the seem, at approximately 20 centimeters from the upper edge of the
collar. One hole in the right anterior portion, at approximately 30 cm Z‘ s
from the collar. One hole in the anterior edge of the w right wrist. = -
The TROUSERS revaaled one hole in the anterior portion of the knee.

The SHIRT disclosed dry brown discoloration, probably blood. We were told

that the shirt was sent to a Texan- Senator, and had been cleaned and pressed

being before being submitted to the Investigators 'Holes in back and front =

were larger than in coat. Some holes seemed to have been enlarged by scissors -

cuts. X
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o The shirt of Texas Governor Comnally also showed a hole in the

right cuff.

( I did not have the opportunity to make exact measurements of these holes

4 he

l‘.'; ]
in the clothing of Connally. I wrote, this description from memary,

. ﬂéf within two hours following my return £rom the Commission ).
=
i I also examined the REPLICA of the 6.5-mm Italian

short rifle that killed Kennedy. Attached to the rifle was a Japanese

optical device, magnifying four times and similar to the one used by

Oswald.

The FBI made an excellent small scale reproduction

of the buildings of Dallas, representing the scene of the assassination.
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SIMRARY

br Lt. Col. Finck
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SUBJECT: The Autopsy of President Kennedy. SUMMARY.

L

On the recommendation of Brigadier General Blumberg, Director
- of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology amd at the request of

Commander Humes, MC, USN, Director of Laboratories, Naval Medical
School, who called me at home by telephone; I went to the Natiomal
Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, where I arrived at
approximately 2080 hours on 22 November 1963, The autopsy of
President Kennedy was in progress. The radiologist had studied the
radiographs of the head revealing numerous small metallic fragments. e

2 ma

I examined the wounds, The scalp of the back of the head
showed a small laceration, 15 X 6 mm. Corresponding to this lesionm,
- I found a through-and-through wound of the occipital bone, with a
crater visible from the inside of the cranial cavity. This bome -
wound showed no crater when viewed from outside the skull. On the
basis of this pattern of the occipital bone perforation, I stated
that the wound in the back of the head was an entrance. Later in
the evening, I examined three bonme fragments-sent from Dallas and
corresponding to the large head wound approximately 130 mm. in . .
diameter in the right side of the cranial vault, After identifying
| their anatomic external and internal surfaces, I noticed that the
beveling of the fragments was apparent when viewed from outside. I
stated then that these portions of bone were part of a wound of exit,
Therefore, the large irregular wound in the right side of the cranial
vault was a wound of exit. 5

The wound in the upper back of the President, to the right of
the mid=line was oval and had a regular, soiled inverted margin. I -
stated that this was an entrance. My attempt to probe the path of -
the bullet was unsuccessful, I examined the tracheotomy skin wound .
and the trachea and did not find evidence of a bullet wound. Having
a wound of entrance in the back and no corresponding exit, I requested
a whole body radiographic survey, the results of which were negative.
There was no bullet in the President®s cadaver except the metallic %
fragments seen in the head. It was only after the autopsy that the
prosectors learned, thanks to a telephone call of Cdr. Humes to Dallas,"
that the small wound of exit in the front of the neck had been extended
by the Dallas surgeons at the time of their tracheotomy. i
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I testified before the Warren Commission on 16 March 1964.
Chief Justice Warren swore me in, The Commission admitted as Exhibit
400 the schematic representation of a perforating missile wound of
the skull that I had prepared for teaching purposes at the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology before the assassination,

When the "Warren Report" became public on 28 September 1964,
I learned that independent experiments made without my knowledge at .,
the U. 5., Army Arsenal, Edgewood, Maryland with the 6.5-mm, rifle of .
Lee Harvey Oswald and ammunition similar to that of the assassination,
had confirmed my opinion regarding the perforating wound of the head

and the entrance wound of the back.
[tenn Ofimners
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SUMMARY

On the recommendation of Brigadier Gemeral Blumberg, Director
of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology and at the request of
Commander Humes, MC, USN, Director of Laboratories, Naval Medical
School, who called me at home by telephone, I went to the Nationai
Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, where I arrived at
approximately ;%ggfhours on 22 Novembar 1963. The autopsy of
President Kennedy was in progress. The radiologist had studied the
radiographs of the head revealing numerous small metallic fragments.

I examined the wounds. The scalp of the back of the head

showed a small laceration, 15 X 6 mm. Corresponding to this lesion,

I found a through-and-through wound of the occipital bome, with a ‘

crater visible from the inside of the cranial cavity. This boné.'
wound showed no crater when viewed from outside the skull. On the
basis of this pattern of the occipital bone perforation, I stated
that the wound in the back of the head was an entrance. Later in
the evening, I examined three bone fragments sent from Dgllas andégé
corresponding to the large head wound approximately 130 mm, in e
diameter in the right side of the cranmial vault. After identifying
their anatomic external and internal surfaces, I noticed that the .
beveling of the fragments was apparent when viewed from outside. I

stated then that these portions of bone were part of a wound of exit.

Therefore, the large irregular wound in the right side of the cranial

vault was a wound of exit.
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The wound in the upper back of the President, to the right of
the mid-line was oval and had a regular, soiled inverted margin. I
stated that this was an entrance. My attempt to probe the path of
the bullet was unsuccessful. I examined the tracheotomy sk:r.n‘ wound
and the trachea and did not find evidence of a bullet wound. Having
a wound of entrance in the back and no corresponding exit, I requested
a whole body radiographic survey, the results of v;hich were negative.
There was no bullet in the President's cadaver except the metall_ic_
fragments seen in the head. It was only after the autopsy that the
pfoaectors learned, thanks to a telephone call of Cdr. Humes to Dallas,
that the small wound of exit in the front of the neck had i:een extended
by the Dallas surgeons at the time of Eheir tracheotomy.

I testified before the Warren Commission on 16 March 1964.
Chief Justice Warren swore me in, The Commission admitted as Exhibit .
400 the schematic representation of a p-erfora:ing missile wound of
the skull that I had prepared for teaching purposes at the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology before the assassinatiom. :

When the '"Warren Report" became public on 28 September 1954,'

I learned that independent experiments made without my knowledge hﬁ..;_tf..

the U, S. Army Arsenal, Edgewood, Maryland with the 6,5-mm. rifle of
Lee Harvey Oswald and ammunition similar to that of the aaaassin'atioi;‘,
had confirmed my opinion regarding the perforating wound of the head

and the entrance wound of the back.
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After the publication of the Warren Report, numercus physicians
criticized the autopsy protocol that did mot degeribe the adrenal glands
of Kennedy who suffered from adrenal insufficiency. The prosectors
complied with the autopsy permit and its restrictioms. I was told that
the Kennedy family first authorized the autopsy of the head only and then
extended the permission to the chest. Organs of the neck were not removed,
because of the same restrictions. I feel that the prosectors qccomplished
their MISSION that was to determine the direction of the shots and the
cause of death. The head wound was definitely fatal. There were XK TUMOTS
- and even testimonies - that the President had been shot from behind and
from the front. I established that Kennedy had two wounds of entrance in the
back : ome in the back of his head and one in his upper back at the base of
the neck. After the completion xkm of the post mortem examination;‘éhé :
Su:(ggon General of the Navy told us not to discuss the autopsy with anyone,

even among prosectors or with the investigators involved.

1 was denied the opportunity to examine the clothing of = .
One a58icea o outoaded ne old ae dnak- o ttpeest <o ot ot g demd

Kennedy.
whorest, The same offrcea did

I waw the clothing of Kemnnedy, for the first time, on 16 March 1964, at

the Warren Commission, before my tewtimony, more than three months after th

autopsy.



+ I saw the x-ray films of the body but I never saw the
photographs of the wounds that I had helped to take. They were turned
over to the U, S. Secret Service. Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation took custody of the two metallic fragments recovered

from the cerebral cortex.

Deapite the incomplete or the inaccurate information we had
at the time of the autopsy ( for example, we were told that a bullet
had been found on Kennedy's stretcher whereas it was on Comnally's ),

the autopsy conclusions were verified by other examinations, such as

_gross, microscopic and spectrographic study of the clothing ( FBI ),

and by independent experiments such as those conducted by scientists
in Wound Ballistics at the U. S. Army Arsenal, Edgewood, Maryland.

More details are available in the Report of the President's

Commission on the Assassination of President Kemnedy ( " Warren Report ®)

and in the 26 volumes of hearings and testimonies, all published by ~

the U. S. Goverrment Printing Office. See Mail Order Forms attached.
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COMMENT :

From the viewpoint of wound ballistics, the assassination
of President Kennedy illustrates the role of the tissue

in the wounding power of a projectile.

The first bullet that struck Kennedy in the back at a distance
of approximately 180 feet (55 méiersj and came out in the anter&or

portion of his neck did not strike bone and did not disintegrate.

The second bullet that struck Kennedy in the back of the head at

a distance of approximately 270 feet (82 meters) disintegrated

into numercus metallic fragments.

The two bullets were within the same range of kinetic energy.
The muzzle energy was approximately 1600 foot-pounds (220

kilogram-meters).

The first bullet produced small entrance and exit wounds.

The second bullet made a small entry and a very large exit in

the head.

The 6.5-millimeter Mannlicher-Carcano bullet made by the Westerm
Cartridge Company is approximately 30 mm. in length and 160 grains

(10 grams) in weight. It has a full copper-jacket, a round nose

and parallel edges. It has great stability.
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