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Pferrie's Death 
HOd Apparent 
Suicide 13 DA 

N
EW

 O
R

LEA
N

S, L
a. (A

P
) -

D
avid W

. F
errie, an im

portant 
and strange figure in D

ist. A
tty. 

Jim
`. G

arrison's investigation of 
the 'assassination of P

resident 
John 

F
. 

K
ennedy, • w

as found 
dead in bed W

ednesday. G
arri-

son said he had planned to ar-
rest F

errie next w
eek. 

1
i "T

he apparent suicide of D
a-

'd Ferrie ends the life of a m
an 

ho, in m
y judgm

ent, w
as one 

history's m
ost im

portant indi-
duals,' G

arrison told a new
s 

nference. 
 

C
oroner N

icholas C
hetta said 

F
errie's death w

as due to a rup-
tured blood vessel in the brain, 
but that further tests w

ere being  

m
ade. 
T

he district attorney's state- - 
m

ent w
as issued at his office at 

about the 'sam
e tim

e that the 
coroner_w

as talking to new
sm

en 
at the M

orgue, 
G

arrison said F
errie, a pilot, 

had been under continual obser-
vation and his inform

ation "had 
caused us to, becom

e increasing-
ly concerned about the possibili-
ty of - his killing him

self. 
"E

vidence developed by our 
office had long since confirm

ed 
that he w

as involved in events 
culm

inating in the assassination 
of President K

ennedy. 
"B

ecause •efibist, at-.a  m
eeting 

m
y house this m

orning, w
e 

ad reached a decisioti to arrest 
nn early next w

eek. A
pparent- 

y w
e w

aited too long." 	
• 

D
r. C

h
etta said

 a n
o
te w

as 
found in the dining room

 of Fer-
rie's cluttered apartm

ent w
hich 

said, in part: 
"T

o leave this life is, for m
e, 

a sw
eet prospect. I find nothing 

in it that is desirable and on the 
(T

u
rn

 T
o

 P
a
g

e
 F

iv
e
) 

F
O

U
N

D
 D

E
A

D
 

(F
ro

m
 P

a
g

e
 O

n
e
) 

other hand everything that is 
loathsom

e." 
T

h
e co

ro
n
er said

 F
errie, 

about 45, w
as born w

ith a w
eak-

ness of one blood vessel at the 
b
ase o

f th
e b

rain
. W

h
en

 th
is 

ru
p
tu

red
, it cau

sed
 m

assiv
e 

hem
orrhage'  t  he added. 

H
ow

ever; because of the ,cir-
cum

stances and the note, a full 
autopsy w

as ordered to check 
the possibility of suicide. T

he 
body w

as found nude, w
ith a 

sheet pulled -tup to the chest. 
F

errie had
4told friends he w

as 
suffering from

 enchephalitis -
sleeping sickness. D

r. C
hetta 

said
 F

errie h
ad

 h
y
p
erten

siv
e 

cardiovascular disease —
 high 

lood pressure. 
G

arrison told new
sm

en the 
`p

rim
a
ry

 re
a
so

n
 fo

r th
e
 

lan
n
ed

 arrest o
f F

errie w
as 

cause w
e felt w

e had reached 
point w

here w
e had enough 

orm
ation to m

ove." 
F

errie becam
e 

"increasingly 
ore and m

ore nervous as the 
vestigation progressed," said 



arnson. 
"Although my office has been 

nvestigating Ferrie intensively 
for months, we have not men-
'oned his name publicly up to 

this point," Garrison added.' 
"The unique nature of this case 
ow leaves me no other course 

Asked if he had: any'reason to 
believe anybody btit Lee Harvey 
Oswald took 'part in the actual 
assassination, Garrison replied: 

"I have no reason to believe 
t this point that Lee Harvey 
swald killed anybody in Dallas 
n that day." 	 ,, 
Ferrie, who did private inves-

tigating and listed himself as' a 
psychologist; bad comPlained 
that Garrison had him "pegged 
as the getaway pilot in an elabo-
rate plot to kill Kennedy." He 
called it a "big joke." 

The New Orleans district at-
torney, in an investigation that 
started last ,Oetober,. has been 
tz'Ying.t9.1rOVO that,: 4 4444piro:',. 
cy was' hatched here thht 'cul-
minated in the assastination of 
President John F. Kennedy" in 
Dallas,'Tex., on Nov. 22, 1963. 

Garrison promised arrests 
and convictiOns, but ir.14 details 

toStA..444.1,001%., 04,16400#40:.,94,, 
The probe 'has stirid an in-

ternational furor because it 
backed up critics of the Warren 
Commission, who claim that the 
assassinatihn,„ofAbe.: ;president 
could hardly have been _the 
work of just one man. - 	• 
, The . official ;commissien .re-
pert Said Lee HarVey Oswald , 
shot Kennedy and there was ' 
no credible evidence to show 
anyone' else was implicated. 	. 

Ferrie was interrogated by 
Garrison's office last November , 
for the second time in connee-' 
tion with the assassination. The, 
first was in 1963. 	. 	I 


