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Interview ol\E::is_sgz;;g by John Volz at the Distriet Attornsy!’ sI
Oifice at aopfoxin=tely 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, Decerber 15, 1968

VOLZ: Were you accuainted w1tQ_Q§yald°

FERRIE: To my knowleﬁge, no. T was told aod I SElieve but I
am noi sure, 3 years ago, I believe it was a Ml wWall from the
FBI who told me I think I met Oswald. Something is telling me
at the moment, roughly at the age G6E 15,

VOLZ: Oswald was 15?

FERRIE: Right. I have no waylof estimating this. This was"
told to me.third, fourth,'fifth-hand. When the assassination
of Kennedy took place a picture of Oswald was supposed to have )
been on television and a young fellow whose name I don't_reccllect
.and the only hook I have is that his unecle runs a florist shop
somewhere out on Canal Street, recognized the Oswald face on the
+ TV presentaticn. He then calls one of toe stations, WDSU or WWL,
and says that he recognized the face and knew this fellow Oswald.
In the interview, either newspaper or TV, but I em'pretty_sura

it was public rather than an investigation, he and 05wald hed
been in the civil Air Patrol cadet program in my unit and of
course this kind of surprised me because I didn't recognize the
name of this lad that identified Oswald's pictuse. This is beihg
very frank, qEEE_;_got hit Wlth this thing I started me ‘own in~
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vestigation 50 for a 10 -day period it was back and forth \ between
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me and the FBI. So far as I could develop this florist shop
fellow had gone to school with Oswald and tried to get Oswald

socialized, unsuccessfullx, as part of the attempt to get him in

the Civil Air Patrol- I understand he was in there for onl} a

‘matter od ays - two or three weeks. This young fellow told me

that he had, in fact, in company with other oadets come by my

house. As near as I could put ‘that together I must have been

living in Kenner. He said T had met Oswald.
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“Year, the year of the assassination, I am uncertaln but my bellef

VOLZ: How did you get this information?

FERRIE: éomé through the FBI and some T developed on my own.-

-~

VOLZ: You have no recollection of OSwald2

FERRIE: ° No I don't. This much is of 1nteresu. A fellow by .the

_name of Jack Martin k;cxs the_ whole thlng off and gets me anolved.'

{‘Son t mlnd this be1ng Ln a Rublzc record Martin is a psycho-

pPath. Martin has a specxal vendetta for me.

VOLZ: Why?

FERRIE; First, how do Qou éxplain a ésyéhopath. However, there
;re specific grounds. I. used to work for G Wray Gill, Marti?
fancies himself as an anestlgator. He acqualnted pimself with
me and tried to get some of Gill's work. .Gill would nbt‘have him
because as Gill says, Martin plays both sides of thelstreet. One
day i ﬁhrew Martin out of the office. Not bodily, but I ordered

him out. Remember the time of the first Marcello case in '632 TU'

Gill is the New Orleans lawyer for Marcello. Martin to}qrg}einx'

that I had taught Oswald how. to shoot a rlfla.L;Which is interest-

ing, since I am not such a good shot myself. In any event, that
N - —— ———— Bt

is that Oswald was here in the City of New Orleans.
VOLZ: How do you know that? | |
FERRIE: I am trying to remember...hewspaper atorfes. kleiﬁ
questioned me about this. To my knowledge and belief I haven t
met Oswald. I was busy working for Glll at that time.

VOLZ: Do you know Morris Brownlee? In what connectlon’

FERRIE: I have known Morr;s for 10 or 12 years. He has been in

a lot of trouble during that time.
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VOLZ: pid you_tefe a tIlD on Noveeber 22, 19832

FERRIE: whatevef_the_dey that the verdict was rendered in the
.gggge}lqmeggeﬁg‘took_a weekend vacation. e e

VOLZ: . Where did you go? - ._' ‘.?," -f";

FERRIE: Houstcn, Galveston and Vinton. I hgé some bus;ness for
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Gill to take care of .
e :
VOLZ: What business was this with Gill?

FERRIE: One of his cases in Federal COurt: Marioh James Johnson
was on appeal. I forgot whether I was to ask him for money for a
:transcript or what. . o
voLz: Where did you go first?
FERRIE: Houston.

VOLZ: What did you do in Houston?

-FERRIE: We went ice-skating. . R ) :

VOLZ: Who went with you?
FERRIE: Alvin Beauboef and Melvin Coffey. He is a rocket enginee

at one of the electronic places. v
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VOLZ: You say you went ice-skating in Houston. Do ydu know
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what rink? ’ " ‘ S s o
FERRIE: To my knowledge it was the only one in this area. Used
to be one in Baton Rouge. I am a yankee and I like to ice—skate

and that whole time durxng the trial it was pretty much a 7-day

a week thxng.

VOLZ: Do you recali when you went ibe-ERatinéj
FERRIE: When the-verdipt came in, as Iﬁtecall we had te go hack
to the office at Noon. If I could recall the hcuse the President
was shot. It was at that time we heard the Presxdent was shot.
Ie the next two or three hours thereafter the verdlct came in.

Then we went to the Royal Orleans Hotel and we had a victory

party or whatever you call it. This thing must have gone on until

supper time. Events are starting to come back, but memory is a
tricky thing. wWall would know.

VOLZ: It was in-the evening hours you left for Eouston?
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paperwork. We wanted to go ice—skating and then hunting, e
were going to.hunt qeese south of Beaumont 1n that area to be
—
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more specific. It seems to me we got to Houston..How long does

it take to get to Houston’ ' -

VOLZ: _About 8 hours I ;hink. Did.yéu ever.fly to Houston?
FE#RIE: I fly ext;ﬁsively. I was in Houston th?ee times over
the past we;k. I guess we got there about midﬁigﬁt.

VOLZ: Had you planned this ;::':ip? -

FERRIE: We made up our minds when the Morcello trial was over

ﬁe were going to take a vacation:
VOLZ: During_?; éfter the trial?
FERRIE: Even before thé Marcéilo case we worked for G. Wray
Gill any hour or any day and that usually was most days and most
hours. He leads you a wild chase.

VOLZ: There had been a contemplated trip'for sometime. You
were going hunting but you didn't know exactly wheré you were

heading for?

And couldn't have cared less.

FERRIE:
VOLZ: Whose car?
FERRIE: Mine.
VOLZ: What kind of car?
FﬁRRiE: 60, or 61 Comet wagon. At the timg'gh;t we left we had
no idea where we were éoing.
VOLZ: lggg_gsffhggf?g hunting? DiéAyéu take any weaéons?
FERRIE: Yes.

_ ~—
VOLZ: What kind?
FERRIE: Shotguns.
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VOLZ: How many?
FERRIE: I assume offhand a.wéaéon apiece.
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VOLZ: You went to Houston and went skating. Do you recall
whether it was the same day you left hereé .
FERRIE: We left at night. Stayed in a motel. Have to go back

to the FBI for accuracy. Sometime that next day w? weht ice-
skating. I was the only oné that knew how. '
VOLZ: Did you rent skates or_have yourrown? i . .
FERRIE: We rented them. I don't think I had my own skates. I
think we rented them. | .
VOLZ: HSw long did you stay in Houstoné'
FERRIE: My recollection of the moment is we stayed there tﬁat
next night. The day we ice-skated.

"VOLZ: That would be November 23.

FERRIE: Whéther we stayed in Houston the night of the 23rd.I
don't know. Something tells me we went to Galveston. We were
looking for some evening ;ctivify.

VOLZ: What do you mean? Night life?

FERRIE: You can call it night_life. .

voLZ: Looking for ladies? S CRE

- =

-FERRIE: %e went down to Galﬁeston, we fqund.that the ;Awn was
dead. P : ' 8
VOLZ: Did you leave for Galveston in the mornlng or nzght°
Do you k know what you did when you got to Galveston? -Besides
finding it dead? _ . " '

FERRIE: I remember the mornlng in Galvestou becauéeAwe went
out lcoklng for bars and found out the only ting you could buy.
was beer. By our standards here it was dead. It couldn t get
deédér. So far th; vacation had been falllng on 1ts head. It
seems to me it was anlement some 1nplemency in the weather.

Coolness. I don't know what we expected for November, but we

wanted something plsasant. I am try;ng to recall whether I

—

stopped at Vinton on the way to Houston or coming back. I think

s




-5—

I may have my dates all mixed up here.

Vinton that night.

VOLZ:

FERRIE:

Marion James Johnson's roadhouse - @ combination restaurant, bar

aete.
VOﬂZ:
FERRIE:
VOLZ:
FERRIE:
Gill.
VOLZ:
FERRIE:
VOLZs

FERRIE:

I could tell you so.

VOLZ:

FERRIE:

The night of the 22ndz?

The night of whatever date we left here.

%

That was in Vinton?

Yes.

What made yoﬁ decide to go to Vinton?

What did you do in Vinton?

I think we stayed in

Sconer or later I was golng to have to go there for

This was two birds with one stone.

Talked to Marion James Johnson.

The night of the 22nd?

Yes,

Then you went to Houston after Vintoh?

I think so.

-

I am saying that is this.

to go look for the geese.

Once

I remembered I boarded a ferry across

a channel down along the south shore.

where the geese were and there were thousands,

approach them.

—

VOLZ:
FERRIE:
VOhZ:
FERRIE:

VOLZ:

They were a wise bunch of birds.

Did you kill any geese?

No.

again, if I could get the record

Don't forget this was three years ago.

‘I am recollecting it that way right now.

'ﬁpen we left Galveston we déciéed

We dld

Was that early in the morning? :

Daylight but not early mofnihgz

That would be about the 24th.

Houstecn, Galveston.

FERRIE:

VOLZ:

I say it is all'right in the absence of anything else.

After Galveston then what?
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You went to Vinton,
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We went fo
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The reasons

in fact get to

but you couldn t

.
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FERRIE: We decidead to go to Aleﬁgfd_La, La. whe*e Beaubosf

had some relatlves. Then we got the idea of staylng there for

2. or 3 days; I dec;ded to call Gill and, tell him we were_ not.

coming hack for a couple of days. Gill told me you had bette: )

get back herg, we are in maJor trouble. Jack Martln told Klein
that I knew Lee Harvey Oswald and had conspired with Oswald in

the assassination of Kennedy. I cam baok_gngwﬁqg_tvggggl; whgoh

day it was. Sat in this very office. I was pretty much surrounde
—_—— ? _ . .

by investigators and everybody. Xlein asked me Pretty much the
'huestions that you are asking me now. They showd me 4 or 5 polic
photos of people and asked if i could identify tHem and I cou%dﬁt;
One was supposed to be Lee Harvey Oswald for an arrost for dis-
turoing the peace here in New Orieans. Klein decided that I did
know Lee Harvey Oswald and arrested me as a fugitive from.Texas
and they took me over to the First District. I stayed there for
a couple of days while all of this was chacked out.

VOLZ: How }ong did you stag.in Alexandria?’

FERRIE: I doo't think a full daé. I don't recall s;ayiné over-
night and somewhere along ohe line we'thought we had bgtgér chegk
in and that's when Gill told me to como back at onqe.
VoLZ: How did you arrange for gasoliné}

FERRIE: I don't recall. - RIS _,}f; 'l';ff::';:;&
VOLZ: Do you haoo ; credit caréé' _'-: f{y:f
FERRIE: No. '
VOLZ: None at ;ll?
FERRIE: No. i _"l-J 2 : .f:fl¢ :
VOLZ: Was tpe_trip uneoentful? Did you have ony dszzcult;es’
PE&RIE:x Not that T oan réoalio' The events that stay in my mind
are ice-skating, deadness in Galveston, geese and the phone oall
to Gill. . , o _ '..

VOLZ: Did you do any honting in Alexanﬂria?
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VOLZ: . Did you meet any friends. Do you have any acguaintances

_VOLZ: Around that particular time in that area, what was

'FERRIE: I don't even know right now.

\

FERRIE: I don't believe we did. Again, I would have to go back

to something else to refresh my memory.

-

in any of fhosg towns? . <

FERRIE: I know Marion-JameQ thnson, a businéss‘;cquaintanée.
No one in Houston or gélveston.

VOLZ: .Haw aboqt Alexandria.

FERR:E: These would be Beauboef;s'relatives.
VOLZ: Did you all 3 come back together?

FERRIE: Just the 3 of us, Beauboef, Coffey and myself.

Morris Brownlee doing?

VOLZ: He was just a friend of yoﬁrs or was he in your unit?
FERRIE: I don't think 5e ever joiﬁed Civil Air Patrol. This is
going éack 12 or 13 yearsf . :

VOLZ: Around that ?érticnlar time, di you ever go hunting with
Morris? Does Morris ever go hunting?

FERRIE: I would?imaging so. I don't know'if he ever went huntir
with me. I don;t know. This isn't thé kind of thiﬂg you remember
VOLZ: Did you ever ?aﬁe ahy trips with Morrig?
FERRIE: Yes, I think;so.- But I am not Qufe about this. I would
have to ask Gill. Somewhere back in 6l or 62 I had to go to'
Mississippi for Gill on an oil bill. I believe I took Brownlee
with me becéuse at that time he was &o}ng a little work for Gil;.
I believe that on one of the many trips we took'to vihton bec;uée
we were pack and forth quite a_numbgr of times; I he}ieve he was
on ane of those; ﬁorris went along whén Alice-Gedeau.(? sp);. .
Gill's £ecretary, and I went den to one of éhe small towﬁs, New

Iberia or somewhere. There was a murder case where a defendant
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