Mary McHughes Ferrell
4406 Holland Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75219-2133
(214) 528-0716
September 20, 1993
Mr. Harold Weisberg
7627 Old Receiver Road
Frederick, Maryland 21702
Dear Harold:
All three of those who "confided" in me that Kent Carroll and Herman Graf had
assured them that the offending chapter had been removed said they were telling me in
confidence. But, since they were obviously lied to, I see no reason not to tell you.
The first one was Dick Russell. He called in August and told me that he had been
assured that the chapter was out. A couple of days later, Roger Feinman called and said
he had been at the offices of Carroll and Graf in New York and he was also assured that
the chapter was out. Within three or four days, Walt Brown called me and said he had
been in the Carroll and Graf offices that day and he could assure me that the chapter was
gone.
Saturday, September 18th, Dick Russell called me and said he had again asked Kent
Carroll about it and Kent had told him, "It's Harry's book. We can't do anything about it.
He really hates Mary Ferrell and (some of the others). I don't know why."
On Friday, the 17th, I heard from a "usually unreliable source" that Madelyn Brown
had the galleys of Harrison's book and it contained some awful things. I called Madelyn
and, although I did not ask her about the galleys or even bring up Harrison's name, SHE
brought his name up and I could tell that she did, indeed, know about the book and what
it contains.
Of course, if he libels Locke Purnell, that will be a "whole 'nother kettle of fish." I
sent copies of all of the outrageous letters Harrison had written to and about me to the
head of litigation for Locke Purnell in the spring. He said he didn't think he would publish
all that but we would just wait and see. I really think he believed Carroll and Graf would
be too smart to publish such libelous things!
I'm enclosing one copy of At Random. It's a beautifully produced magazine.
Love,
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Mrs. May Ferrell
4406 Holland Ave.,
Dallas, TX 75219-2133
Dear Mary,
hing happened to me that may
I'm glad to get your letter of the 20th and somet
as fact and what is not that but may be
bear on it. Please be alert to what 1 give
and is my belief.
the time Harry turned his
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manuscript in I did not heard from him. I am confi
ing to me. He would have had a con,*mid not give them a libel opinion on a book relat
to youdself. I'll tell Gary Mack.
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g a more legible onphad my worse handbe a more %tailed and despite my terrible typin
oard in the air and then write. I got
writing when I hold what I am writing on on a clipb
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lisher, because that had nothing to do with Carro
letter is dated the 13th. ThOpstage
He wrote me back asking for more information. His
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that letter I wrote him immediately but
It took about 8-9 days to get here. When I got
afternbrarheiitold me he had spoken to
we had no mail going out until the next day. That
. He asked for what I could let him have
Herman Graf about it and they could be interested
course, there has not been enough time
and I sent it. I've heard nothing since ane4of
I also thought about hew Graf could be
for me to hear. I kept working on the book and
all that crag stuff abbut me that
interested. He'd look like a fool if he publishes
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Harry made up and any other book by me at anyth
me. This is, however, only belief.
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think not. They'd be ridiculed and
Maybe they can be crazy enough to do both but I
apply to anyone else, as I explain.
Laughed at. But, if I am correct, that need not
ing him politely over Harry's saying
Beginning some time back I wrote Carroll, needl
a copy of what I could have useito do
I'tried to wrec* him and his book and enclosing
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ibe and the accusation I'd never read
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his book. I did not reply to harry. I sent Carroll a short letter.w
Harry had said exactly what I had said he did. No more from Harry. And no responses to
those vaious polite needles. I think he realized that ifefore publication I had made him
witting, that he knew that what Marry said about me is false and, I think, he got the
idea that if I sued I could show malice. So I think that it is not impossible that I may
have been separated from the rest. There is ilso the possibility that the libel lawyer
told them something like that.
I am cpnfident that Graf would not have expressed any interest at all if it would
make them lock foo/ish and if Harry says in the book abhut me what we know he said they
surely would like worse than foolish.
If Gtaf decides to go ahead with my book I think *hat will be convincing as regards
Nne.
aw; But it need not relate to anyone else.
itjeems to me, a weaknesd in what you say about Russell and the 18th and
There
g
what Carroll said. They surely can do something about Harry's book if they see somethin
in it over which they can anticipate any kind of trouble. Separate from this is interpreting why Carroll said such a thing and why Russell accepted it, assuming he did.
I am relieved that you spoke to Locke Pernehl and gave them copies! I had worried
about your not doing that If I may make a suggestion I may have made before. That Maryland
code Zaid gave to Peggy is for other than libel and makes it a felony. Those who do not
%Abrk in thaVIcind of law may not know it if your code down there has such a provision.
It might be of help in Texas,. to them or to vary.
I forgot. There is also a line of reasoning I pressed on Narroll after I gage him
a few samples of what I can still do to both of Harry's books. I then asked him to put
himself in my place. If I say nothing I validate all those lies. So, I have to fight
back and I told him that 1 had given him only a few sampe‘l and if I have to fight I'll
ed
dd that as vigoiously as I can. While I do not know, I think that, too, may have influenc
him.
At Rand is a beautiful job.lilanks. I'll read it when I8m resting during my
early na;;;;Iiiiting
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Several weeks ago Lil and I decided that after the first burt of sales Random House
is going to be disappointed. think there are only a limited number of people who care
a bit about defending the official mythology. I've not seen a NTTimes list yet.

TY,

