Dear, Dear “ay ani Buck, 5/20/95

Only a letter like your's of the 17th could get me to interrupt what I am
enjoying ever so nuch than what I re:lly enjoyed doing, Case Open, of which at nbst a
quarter was published. It has the tentatiVe t:frle llailer's Tales, subtitle)Of the JFK
assassinktions I've about 6%-70,000 words on paper and I keep at it every day until I
get tired. it is not tiredness that stops me then. l:t is the £6ar that I may not re-
call as much or as clearly then. *

w
and, of course we are 8o pleased h?t you are ma:ag prog'&'ess. We both also

knovw what the hip problme can meun, ﬁnog:pgrsonal experiencs.

I am embarrassed that 1 did not have NuVER AGATI! until) about two weeks after
it was in the stores, and then I hzve vory fevw coples. Yecause there were so few that
I have to give out I asked a Few in different areas, including your's, to please let
e knovw who had the book and to ask those who did not if they would care to vf:;;it
until I gHuld send one. I have had no reaponses. When I got a copy of the index that
was ondtted by accident, 1 dic the same. Vitu the seme response, nonee So I do enclose
the indes. If you kno:i anyone else who would like a co.y ask them please to s:nd me
and addruased and stamped envelope, three stomaps if they do not mind it foldered into
what L thjnk is a Ho. 10 envelopey, four if they want it in a manilla epvelope, not
folded but flat.,For those wio have no such la 'per envelope, an address will do. I have
s%u of &%wa more difficuliy in moving, Er about 20 yeaw's 1've beens supposed
to keep ny legs elevated when I'm not on them, and what seems like nothing to those who
do not have t» live this vay can be sonething, as you've learned your own painful vaye
Please understand if and when yoy use it and pl.ase tell others if and when you can the
index is unedited. I did not see it with the proofs. That is because the producthon »
ninny forgot about it th.t early on,! I q:a assumed it had not yet been mdde because
chx‘ﬁge in the pages in the proofs could alter it. Z've been told that early on it is
off bgl. a page and later is off by tio pages. The friend wiww told me that said he found
it useful —muyway.

I'd finished the draft of the book)aml I tell you this for when you see it,
bufore Xmas 1992, I'd expected it ¢ be oyt by the middle of 1993, I've no acceptable
explanation of why it was sat on, as '.'f never did for tie butcher‘y o/ Case ..Open.

Before retunring to you leti.;er, bocsuse friends are ’f&-—here worlin:; in the
tiles (te which s a practical matter 1've not hadﬁccess in years becquae they are in
the basemont and neiiher of us can use the stairs safely) are abount to come up so we
can go for lunch, 1've ever so vmch more on paper. After my 1989 heurt operation I
decided tu use what time vemains for me to maldng as iuch of a record as I can for our
history. ’l‘&ere is an amount on paper my historian friends young enough to be my,son
find incredible. Exitept for the epliog!e an & the afterwovd you can see how rapidly I
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I was &ﬁlc to do that. But, unfortunately, it was not possible for me to get onto paper
vwhat I wanted if L took timo to do the outlines that should always be donec. This nay
account for sowe of vhit nay di:ke your attention when yo'dread the book.

Vle were both disturbed by yaur saying you do not have i‘ed:i.c%g'. We assume you
meant ‘edicare. lii thinf if you do not have it you can/é;a.ll qu.ulify. She tjﬂ.nks also
tuat you can /st:.ll get private insurance. .© have our supllement o hedicare with a
Dallas c.mpany we have never had any trouble with, Horth American, Moy we suggest)f:hat
you inguire about it ani whether it ine Juxles medicines? I knov ot what they cun come
to. I take enough of them. éne, the smallest pill I have ever seen that I have taken e
daily for yﬂs costs 1,79 per pill.

Yle'd /Have been ruined without medical insurance. I've had six operations and
onc of them had me in the?hospital for about siz weehsal one time,

You are so fortunate to have Carol Aune and that wonderful food availability!

Yeither one of us is able to do much and we have no help. I just loat the man
who mows the grass for me for aix weeks. “an you imagine what will happen in six weeks
if 1 can find nobody? the

tour's is not by anyneed 4 credible reportg Iy getting about the book
not being available. lioat are frou iiglden stores. dnd as of last month it was in their
domputer here. {fricnd who went there to get it two weeks ago was told not only that
they do not havu[they'd not hecard of it. but they did order it for him,

I'd hope to be able to do as I did with Case Open, get a supply and just
packnge and mail them when u.nJ'ias .I coulde I got about a third of wihat I'd asked for
and they were late.dut soreone who checked with the Bozder's chain three wee;s ago was
told they had placed an order in advance for 800, which was promisine;. I can_ 1: explain
it and if the publisher can) he won%c take the time to tell me,

What you say abouti liailer with your permission I'd like to use. You see, I ofd
fered him acces to all + have in 1973, Ile said he'd think it over and of course he had no
:Ln'%lst. He has been saying that Oswald wiu guilt since not more recently that 1973 becanmse
I have records of it people sunt me going th at far backe His refusal of records is
what I'm laying out with lis stotoement 'th;t the evidence is "impenetrable. 1've done
two long chapters on his unconscionable abuse of . Mamring gqnd in addition to other things
did a number of chapters on his past and on Schiller's. Lo him I use "scavengers" but
# say that calling hin that demeans hyenas and vilturés. I'm m)u.e "evidence" and and
is it great fun! The i An is a subject-matter ignoramus

I saw no reference to aunything you sent him in his notes. l&r do I recall read-
ing anythong that could have come from thex.ind of course you are not in his appreciati ons.
Could you estimate the nwiber of pages and on what?

anvldle it is his pretense that the KGB "invited" them. I'm sure Schiller paid




That has been his MO most of h slife. Wile I have no prospect of publication for heb:e,
in addition to the prejudice apgaivst factual writing about thg@aassination there is,
i believe, a fear of the vast publishing cupire of which Qandom House is its own empire
with book$, There can be the:dided féar of ithai and what reaction can means and cost.
But at least I'll have a record for the future.

Please remember on the index that it was not edited and there are mistakes
in it.I've not ta.en tine to read it or the book because 1'm s, ending all the time I
can on Mailer's sad Tales. But L've been told that early il the booi the pnges of the
index pget to be off by one and that developes intoitu two pagese. I kuow nothing about it
end cannktexplain it. Hxcept that it is abnormal. HYre so becaue Vase Oi)en did well
and from the advance indications the publisher told me when he phoned to apologlze for

the omigsion of the index tha’ he believed he wauld have to reprunt and would include

tho index in any reprinte. ’

I'm so glad yo(t;r state of mind has improved go nuch! I was deeply disturbed
when Ar{:‘}ohl phoned with his 001§arnp, &8s he was, Heng in there kid, both of you, and
be and do as well as you cane

I hope you did not wind my urging you tp deed you records to The Sixth Floor. I hope f
you do it. e you do, get ik in writing that they will assume full responsibiliy for
taldng possession,




Mary McHughes Ferrell
4406 Holland Ave.
Dallas, TX 75219-2133
(214) 528-0716

May 17, 1995

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Weisberg
Route 12
Frederick, MD 21701

Dearest Harold and Lil,

I guess I'm getting better. I'm still having trouble walking and my hip and back hurt
all the time, but I'm not as depressed as I was. So many people have been so wonderful
and caring (among the most important are you and Lil) and I realized that it really doesn’t
matter what a few people think. Most of those people haven’t really contributed anything
toward our work except confusion.

Of course, [ was disappointed in Norman Mailer’s book. When he first approached
me about three years ago and asked if [ would help him, I asked what he was going to
write. I asked if he was going to do it in a novel or in non-fiction. [ asked if he was going
to say that Oswald acted alone or that he was not certain and, at least, point to the many
contradictions in the official record. To every question, Norman answered that he did not
know. He said he had an open mind and wanted to really examine all the documents. He
did say that he was going to have access to KGB documents in Russia. I agreed to help
him if [ could. :

[ sent him everything he asked for over the next couple of years. Considering the
documentation I sent him, I felt- that he could do nothing but conclude that President
Kennedy was assassinated as the result of a conspiracy. You've seen the results.

Oh, well! John Newman told me night-before-last that his book would be in my
hands next week. I haven’t done anything to help him since the first of February. I guess
that is my last hope that any of my work will have been used properly.

Poor little Carol Anne has been here five times since February 1st. She has been
here every three or four weeks and she does the laundry, stocks the refrigerator and
pantry, gets all our prescriptions refilled (about $1,400.00 every month -- and we are not
eligible for Medicaid). Buck has one glass of red wine a day and I have one glass of white
wine. Carol Anne has more wine stored in my back room than they have in many small
liquor stores. They do have me on a strict diet. After I got to the point where I couldn’t
walk, I just seemed to eat, sleep and sit. I gained up to 185 pounds. I looked like a blimp.
Carol Anne arranged with some doctors who own a diet gourmet place out near
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Presbyterian Hospital to send three meals a day to me. They bring Monday through
Thursday’s food on Monday morning at about 7:30 and, on Friday morning at about 7:30,
they bring food for Friday through Sunday. The first week, I lost seven pounds. And, I

feel stuffed all the time. It’s just that it is mostly fresh fruit, vegetables, chicken or turkey
-- all prepared beautifully and deliciously.

Harold, I haven’t been to a book store in so long I will go wild once [ get into one
again. Carol Anne went to buy me a copy of The Hot Zone and Silicon Snake Oil, two
books I wanted to read. She has promised that if [ will get just a bit better, she will take
me to a book store when she comes back in three weeks. When I got your letter, I called
about seven or eight bookstores and asked if they had Never Again by Harold Weisberg.
Nobody could even find it in their computers. They asked for the publisher and I said I
wasn’t certain. Is it Carroll and Graf? Anyway, I have asked all of those book stores to
try to locate it and order me a copy. They won’t order just one copy -- at least three copies
and I'll have Carol Anne pick the copies up from all the bookstores where I ordered them -
- B. Dalton, Border’s, Taylor’s, Bookstop, and three small independent stores where I do
occasionally buy books. All of them know me. I'll keep two copies and give the extras for
birthday gifts, etc.

And, of course, I really want the index. I told Norman Mailer after Random House
sent me an inscribed copy of Oswald’s Tale, that, if [ were buying the book, I'd have put
it back on the shelf when I realized it didn’t have an index. $30.00 is too much to pay for
a non-fiction book that doesn't have an index.

My love to you both,

-

P. S. I was so very relieved when they assured me that my memory and speech loss were
temporary and not Alzheimer’s Disease. When I "blanked out" on February 1st, I thought
my mind was gone (after I got a bit of my brain working again and realized that something
terrible had happened to me). '




