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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

JIM BRADEN a/k/a EUGENE HALE BRADING, 
3224 Peachtree Road, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 

Plaintiff 

v. 

MICHAEL EWING 
P.O. Box 218 
St. Michaels, Maryland 21663 

BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR. 
811 Prince Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 

: Law #48449 

THE COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE ASSASH-:Serve: United States Corp. 
INATIONS, INC. 	 :Co. 529 14th Street, N.W. 
2101 "Ln Street, N.W. 	 :Washington, D.C. 20004, 
Washington, D.C. 20037, A Non-Profit:Registered Agent 
Corporation 

KENSINGTON PUBLISHING CORPORATION 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

PETER NOYES 
c/o KFMB Television 
San Diego, California 

and 

PINNACLE BOOKS, INC. 
275 Madison Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Defendants 

:Serve: Su'sky, Haber & 
:Simenowitz, 500 Old Country 
:Road,' Garden City, N.Y.11530 
:Registered Agent 

:Serve: C.T. Corporation 
:277 Park Avenue, New York, 
:N.Y. 10017, Registered Agent 

DECLARATION 
(Libel) 

1. This Court has jurisdiction of this action by virtue 

of sections of 6-102 and 6-103 of the Courts and Judicial Pro-

ceedings volume of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

2. The plaintiff, Jim Braden, also known as Eugene Hale 

Brading, is a resident of the State of Georgia, and is a private 

figure. 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Wise 



-2- 

3. The defendant, Michael Ewing is a resident of St. 

Michael 's, Maryland. 

4. The defendant, Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., is a resident 

of Alexandria, Virginia. 

5. The defendant, The Committee To Investigate Assassina-

tions, Inc., is a District of Columbia non-profit corporation, 

with its principal place of business in the District of Columbia.1 

This corporation is engaged in the activity of "investigating 	1  

assassinations". 

6. Defendant, Kensington Publishing Corporation is a cor-

poration duly organized and existing under and by virtue of the 

law of the State of New York and engaged in the business of pub-

lishing books. The corporation derives substantial income from 

business performed in an4 with the State Of Maryland. 

7. Defendant, Peter Noyes, is a resident of San Diego, 

California. The address of his residence is not known to the 

plaintiff, although plaintiff believes that Peter Noyes is 

employed by KING Television in San Diego, California. 

8. Defendant, Pinnacle Books, is a corporation organized 

under the laws of the State of Delaware and engaged in the bus-

iness of publishing and distributing books. 

COUNT ONE 

9. All allegations made in the previous paragraphs are 

incorporated within this Count by reference. 

10. On or about April 1977, the defendant, Kensington 

Publishing Corporation, printed and distributed a book entitled 

Coincidence or Conspiracy, copies of which were distributed 

and sold within the State of Maryland, Montgomery County, and 
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elsewhere. This book was written, produced and compiled by 

defendants Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., Michael Ewing, and The 

Committee to Investigate Assassinations, Inc. 

11. The book, Coincidence or Conspiracy, consists largely 

of short biographical sketches of different persons alleged to 

be involved in, or related to, either the assassination of 

President John F. Kennedy or the investigation of the assassina-

tion. A copy of the front cover, first inside page and the 

table of contents is attached as Attachment "A", and incorpor-

ated by reference. 

12. The "chapter" on the plaintiff is included within the 

section of the book entitled "The Mafia Connection." The in-

clusion of the chapter on the plaintiff within this section 

suggests that he is or has been involved with the Mafia. Such 

an imputation is false, misleading, malicious and libellous. 

13. Said book, contains, among other material, several 
I. 

passages referring to the plaintiff by name, as well as a pho- 

tograph of him. Copies of the pages of the book which contain 

these statements are attached hereto as Attachment "B", and 

incorporated herein by reference. All references in the book 
• 

to Eugene Hale Brading, Jim Braden or Braden refer to the plain- 

tiff. 

14. The statement that "Jim Braden is the central charac-

ter involved in one of the most incredible areas of evidence .  

that was not available to the Warren Investigation" [page 287] 

suggests, by innuendo, that the plaintiff was involved in the 

assassination of John F. Kennedy. The statement is false, mis-

leading, malicious and libellous. 

z>7 
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15. The statement that "Braden is the main character in 

one of the most significant books on the Kennedy case, Le acv,  

of Doubt, by Peter Noyes," [page 287] suggests that the plain-

tiff had a significant role in the assassination. This state-

ment is false, misleading, malicious and libellous. 

16. The passages that state that the plaintiff is believed 

by federal authorities to be presently serving as a 'personal 

courier' for syndicate leader Meyer Lansky [pages 287, 445] 

are false, misleading, malicious and libellous, accusing the 

plaintiff of criminal conduct, and linking him with an individual 

widely thought to be a criminal. The allegation that this 

belief is held by 'federal authorities' is false and by innuendo, 

casts the plaintiff in a false light, implying that he is or 

has been under investigation, although ,he has not been under 

investigation. Further, the plaintiff has never been acquainted 

with or employed by Meyer Lansky. 

17. The statements that "Jim Braden, incredibly enough, 

had actually been stopped and held for questioning at the scene 

of the Dallas assassination shortly after the shots were fired" 

[page 287] and "just minutes after the fatal shots were fired" 

[page 444] for "acting or behaving suspiciously" [pages 287, 

444] are false, misleading, malicious and libellous, casting 

the plaintiff in a false light, falsely suggesting that the 

plaintiff was involved in the assassination of John P. Kennedy. 

18. The statements that "Jim Braden's actual identity 

never became available to the Warren Commission or the FBI" 

[page 287], that "Braden had actually changed his identity - -by 

legally changing his name --only -only a few weeks prior to the 

.61174.. 
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assassination" [page 287] that "he actually had another iden-

tity" [pages 444-445] and that "his real identity was never 

known to the commission" (page 445], 'cast a false light on the 

plaintiff by innuendo. These statements imply a sinister motive• 

to the plaintiff's name change and are misleading, false, 

malicious and libellous. 

19. The statements that the plaintiff's background 

"actually consisted of a long criminal record and heavy involve-

ment with many powerful organized crime figures across the 

nation" [page 288], that he "had in fact been associated with 

top Mafia leaders in virtually every national crime syndicate 

jurisdiction" [page 288] and that the plaintiff "was long asso-

ciated with powerful Mafia figures'in virtually every national 

crime syndicate jurisidction including several professional 

killers who worked for the syndicate" (Page 4451, are misleading, 

false, malicious and libellous: The plaintiff does not have a 

long criminal record, has not been "heav[ily] involve[d] with 

many powerful organized crime figures across the nation" and 

has not "associated with top Mafia leaders" in any jurisdiction. 

20. The references to "Braden's involvement with Mafia 

figured.stretching over a twenty-year period" (page 288] and "tol 

an extensive amount of national and state law enforcement. 

records" (page 4451 are false, misleading, malicious and libel- 

lows. 

21. .The statements that"the plaintiff had visited the H. 

L. Hunt Oil Company that Jack Ruby visited on November 21, 

1963--the afternoon before the assassination--and at approxi-

mately the same time"[pages 288, 292, 572] suggest by innuendo, 
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particularly when read with other references to the plaintiff ‘4. 
in the book, that the plaintiff was involved in a conspiracy 

. 	• with Jack Ruby. This allegation or imputation is misleading, 

false, malicious and defamatory. 

22. The statement that the'Plaintlff was "staying at the 

Cabana Motel in Dallas--a reported "mob hang out" that was 

frequented by Jack Ruby and various Ruby associates" is mis-

leading, false, malicious and defamatory. The use of the term 

'mob hang out' further implies that the plaintiff was involved 

in organized crime and casts the plaintiff in a false light. 

The references to "Jack Ruby and various Ruby associates" fur-

ther imply that the plaintiff was involved in a conspiracy with 

Jack Ruby, [pages 288, 292], and are misleading, false, mali - 

cious. and defamatory. 

23. The statement that "Jack Ruby visited the Cabana Motel 

sometime around midnight on the night before the assassination--

November 21, 1963 --while Jim Braden was a registered guest 

there" [page 288] is misleading, malicious and defamatory, cast-

ing the plaintiff in a false light by implying that he saw Jack 

Ruby that night and was involved in a conspiracy with Jack Ruby. 

24. The statements that "Braden also has a possible con-

nection to the late David Ferrie," [page 288] and that Braden 

worked out of an office in the Pere Marquette Building in New 

Orleans in the fall of 1963 in the weeks immediately preceding 

the assassination during the same period that David Perrie was 

working for the Mafia leader Carlos Marcello on the same floor 

...in the same building...just down the hall from Braden - -in 

Room 1707, [pages 288,.301, 302] are false, misleading. 
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malicious, and defamatory. The plaintiff was never associated 

with David Ferrie and never worked out of the Pere Marquette 

Building in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

25. The statement that "Ciln recent years, Jim Braden has 

been the subject of various tax and gambling investigations 

in California and Nevada"is • false, misleading, malicious and 

defamatory. [page 288]. 

26. The statement that "[u]ntil his move to Atlanta, Geor-

gia, in 1975, Braden had lived at the La Costa resort in calif - 

ornia, widely reported to be a prime meeting place for various 

Mafia and teamster leaders" [page 288, 289], is misleading, 

malicious and defamatory, casting the plaintiff in a false 

light and, by innuendo, suggesting that he is, or was involved 

with the 'Mafia and teamster leaders'. ' 

27. The statements that The National Archives disclosed 

that at least two documents pertaining to:the arrest of Jim 

Braden were missing from the official Archives collection of 

assassination documents [pages 289, 445], are false, misleading, 

malicious and defamatory. By innuendo it is falsely suggested 

that the plaintiff is responsible for the absence of such 

records. 

28. The references to "highly possible links" between 

Lawrence V. Meyers and the plaintiff, [page 290], and the fur-

ther reference to the plaintiff's staying at the Cabana Motel 

on the evening that Meyers is alleged to have met Jack Ruby at 

the motel [page 292], are false, misleading, malicious and 

defamatory, suggesting by innuendo, that the plaintiff met with 

Lawrence Meyers that evening. 
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29. The references to the plaintiff as "Mafia figure Jim 

Braden" [pages 290, 301, 872], "the alleged Mafia courier", 

[page 302], and "a known Mafia figure" Ipage 4461, are false, 

misleading, malicious and libellous. 

30. The statement that "Ferrie's chain of associates--

particularly his links to both Lee Oswald and Jim Braden--are 

as solid as they are mysterious" [page 304], suggests a rela-

tionship not only between the plaintiff and David Ferrie, but 

the plaintiff and lee Harvey Oswald as well. The plaintiff was 

never acquainted with Lee Harvey Oswald. Such an imputation is 

false, misleading, malicious and defamatory. 

31. The reference to links between the plaintiff and 

Carlos Marcello [page 314] is false, misleading, malicious and 

defamatory. The plaintiff has never been acquainted with Carlos 

Marcello. 

32. The statements that the plaintiff "was a man with 

several possible connections to both Jack Ruby and David Ferrie" 

[page.4451 and that "[s]trong possibilities exist of Braden 

connections to both Jack Ruby and David Ferrie in the days and 

weeks immediately preceeding the.assassination" [page 572] are 

false, misleading, malicious and defamatory. 

33. All references to the plaintiff made in Coincidence 

or Conspiracy, including but not limited to those specifically 

enumerated, supra, when taken as a whole, suggest that the 

plaintiff played a role in the assassination of John F. Kennedy 

and that he is a figure involved in the criminal underworld. 

Such statements are false, defamatory and libellous. 
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34. All statements referred to above as libellous were 

made by the defendants Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., Michael Ewing, 

The Committee to Investigate Assassinations, Inc., and Kensing-

ton Publishing Corporation, with reckless and willful disre-

gard of the truth of the matters alleged, or in the alternative, 

in a negligent manner, without proper regard for the truth of 

the matters alleged. 

35. Prior to the publicaO.on of the book, Coincidence or 

Conspiracy, the plaintiff was actively and gainfully employed 

in the oil industry. He had a good reputation among his 

business colleagues and among the public generally. Since the 

date of said publication, he has been the subject of hatred, 

contempt, scorn, and derision and has lost his good reputation 

among his business colleagues. The plaintiff has suffered emo-

tional distress, embarassment, and humiliation. In addition, he 

has suffered a loss of income and will continue to do so in the 

future. 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff prays for judgment in the amount 

of nine million dollars ($9,000,000.00) in general and compen-

satory damages and one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) in 

punitive damages against the defendants Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. 

Michael Ewing, Kensington Publishing Corporation; and The 

Committee to Investigate Assassinations, Inc., jointly and sever-

ally. 

COUNT TWO 

36. All allegations made in previous paragraphs of this 

complaint are incorporated in this count by reference. 
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37. On or about October 1973, the book, Legacy of Doubt, 

was published by defendant Pinnacle Books, Inc. This book was 

written by the defendant, Peter Noyes. • 

38. Many of the defamatory portions of the book Coinci-

dence or Conspiracy, which concern the plaintiff are attribut- 

able 	
0 

 to work or research performed by the defendant, Peter Noyes, 

or are direct quotations or paraphrases of sections of Legacy  

of Doubt. 

39. The referencest  quotations and paraphrases to the book 

Legacy of Doubt and to research of defendant Peter Noyes, con-

tained within the book Coincidence or Conspiracy, were made, 

written and published with the knowledge, consent, acquiesence 

and participation of defendants, Peter Noyes, and Pinnacle 

Books, Inc. As included within the book, Coincidence or Con-

spiracy, those sections of Legacy of Doubt, are republished by 

the defendants, Peter Noyes and Pinnacle Books, Inc. 

40. All sections of Legacy of Doubt and the research of 

Peter Noyes, quoted, paraphrased or otherwise noted in Coinci-

dence or Cons.iric , which refer. to the plaintiff, are false, 

misleading, malicious, apd libellous. 

41. The libellous statements made by Peter Noyes and 

Pinnacle Books, Inc. were made with malicious, wanton and reck-

less disregard of the truth of the matters alleged. In the 

alternative, the. statements were made negligently, without 

adequate Inquiry into the truth of the matters alleged. 

42. As a result of the tortious acts alleged, the plaintiff 

has been damaged in his previous good reputation, has suffered 

scorn, derision, hatred and contempt, has suffered loss of 



income and emotional distress and will continue to do so in 

the future. 

WBEREFORE,•the plaintiff prays that he be awarded judgment 

in the amount of nine million dollars ($9,000,000.00) in general 

and compensatory damages and one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) 

in punitive damages against the defendants, Peter Noyes and 

Pinnacle Books, Inc., jointly and severally. 

A. jury trial is demanded on all counts. 

fr • ILL "  

tits Copy Ted 
` .4...Boword B. BMW 

 

Kenneth M. Trombly 
1762 Church Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202-462-'1500 

 

Attorney for the Plaintiff 

CERTIFICATE OF BAR MEMBERSHIP 

I certify that I am a Member in good standing of the Maryland 
Bar. I reside at 4607 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. iMy residence telephone number is 202-363-4826. 

ako • IV, 	 r 7, 

Kenneth M. Trombly 
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u
res acro

ss 
th

e n
atio

n
. B

rad
in

g
 h

ad
 in

 fact b
een

 asso
ciated

 w
ith

 
to

p
 M

afia lead
ers in

 v
irtu

ally
 ev

ery
 n

atio
n

al crim
e 

sy
n
d
icate ju

risd
ictio

n
." P

eter N
o
y
es h

as co
m

p
iled

 a 
m

ass o
f fed

eral, state, an
d

 lo
cal law

 en
fo

rcem
en

t files 
co

v
erin

g
 B

rad
en

's in
v

o
lv

em
en

t w
ith

 M
afia fig

u
res 

stretch
in

g
 o

v
er a tw

en
ty

-y
ear p

erio
d
. 

In
 a

d
d
itio

n
, it tu

rn
s o

u
t, B

ra
d
e
n
 a

lso
 h

a
d
 so

m
e
 

o
th

er startlin
g

 co
n

n
ectio

n
s w

h
ich

 w
ere also

 n
ev

er 
d

isco
v

ered
 b

y
 th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

. Jim
 B

rad
en

 
h

ad
 v

isited
 th

e sam
e D

allas o
ffice o

f th
e II.L

. H
u

n
t 

O
il C

o
m

p
an

y
 th

at Jack
 R

u
b
y
 v

isited
 o

n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 2

1
, 

1
9
6
3
 —

 th
e aftern

o
o
n
 b

efo
re th

e assassin
atio

n
 —

 an
d
 

at ap
p

ro
x

im
ately

 th
e sam

e tim
e  8

' B
rad

en
 w

as also
 

stay
in

g
 at th

e C
ab

an
a M

o
tel in

 D
allas-  —

 a rep
o

rted
 

"m
o

b
 h

an
g

-o
u

t" th
at w

as freq
u

en
ted

 b
y

 Jack
 R

u
b

y
 

an
d
 v

ario
u
s R

u
b
y
 asso

ciates.82  A
s w

ill b
e seen

 later, 
Jack

 R
u
b
y
 v

isited
 th

e C
ab

an
a M

o
tel so

m
etim

e aro
u
n
d
 

m
idnight 

on 
th

e n
ig

h
t b

efo
re th

e assassin
atio

n
 —

 
N

o
v

e
m

b
e
r 2

1
, 1

9
6

3
 —

 w
h

ile
 Jim

 B
ra

d
e
n

 w
a
s a

 
registered guest there.83 

B
rad

en
 also

 h
as a p

o
ssib

le co
n
n
ectio

n
 to

 th
e late 

D
av

id
 P

etrie. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 d

o
cu

m
en

ted
 

b
y

 P
eter N

o
yes, B

rad
en

 w
o

rk
ed

 o
u

t o
f an

 o
ffice su

ite 
—

 R
o
o
m

 1
7
0
1
 —

 in
 th

e P
ere M

arq
u
ette B

u
ild

in
g
 in

 
N

ew
 O

rleans in
 th

e fall o
f 1

9
6
3
, in

 th
e w

eek
s im

m
e.., 

diately preceding the assassination. 84 

D
u
rin

g
 th

is sam
e p

erio
d

 in
 late 1

9
6

3
, D

av
id

 F
erric 

w
as w

o
rk

in
g
 fo

r M
afia lead

er C
arlo

s M
arcello

 o
n
 th

e 
sam

e flo
o
r . .. in

 th
e sam

e b
u
ild

in
g
 .. . ju

st d
o
w

n
 th

e 
hall from

 B
raden —

 in R
oom

 1707.85 

In
 recen

t y
ears, Jim

 B
rad

en
 h

as b
een

 th
e su

b
ject o

f 
v
ario

u
s tax

 an
d
 g

am
b
lin

g
 in

v
estig

atio
n

s  in
 C

alifo
rn

ia 
an

d
 N

ev
ad

a.8
6

 U
n
til h

is m
o
v
e to

 A
tlan

ta, G
eo

rg
ia, 

in
 1

9
7
5
, B

rad
en

 h
ad

 liv
ed

 at th
e L

a C
o
sta reso

rt in
 

2
8

8
 



L
aw

rence V
. M

eyers 

L
aw

ren
ce V

. M
eyers 

an
d

 h
is b

roth
er E

d
w

ard
, 

tw
o N

ew
 Y

ork
 b

u
sin

ess-
m

en
, are an

oth
er su

b
ject 

of in
creasin

g in
terest b

y 
variou

s in
vestigators of. 

the K
ennedy assassination. 

L
aw

ren
ce M

eyers w
as a 

p
erson

al frien
d

 an
d

 asso-
ciate of Jack

 R
u

b
y."

 
In the last several ye:ars, 

an
 im

p
ressive an

d
 q

u
ite 

om
inous am

ount of infor-
m

ation
 h

as b
een

 com
p

iled
 regard

in
g th

e L
aw

ren
ce 

M
eyers-Jack R

uby relationship, and w
hat appear to be 

'h
igh

ly p
ossib

le lin
k

s to M
afia figu

re Jim
 B

rad
en

, as 
w

ell as D
avid F

errie, the m
ysterious private investigator 

and pilot for N
ew

 0 rleans M
afia leader C

arlos M
arcello. 

L
aw

ren
ce M

eyers w
as b

riefly exam
in

ed
 b

y th
e 

W
arren C

om
m

ission in late A
ugust, 1964, as the final 

d
raft of th

e W
arren

 R
ep

ort w
as b

ein
g fin

ish
ed

."
 

M
eyers testified that he had know

n Jack R
uby for at 

]east five or six years an
d

 h
ad

 visited
 h

im
 in

 D
allas 

repeatedly over the years." 
D

ue to the fact that M
eyers had been

 a close friend 
of R

uby's for so m
any years, the W

arren C
om

m
ission 

sought to determ
ine how

 m
uch know

ledge M
eyers had 

ab
ou

t R
u

b
y's b

ack
grou

n
d

 an
d

 association
s. W

h
en

 
ask

ed
 b

y C
om

m
ission

 cou
n

sel B
u

rt G
riffin

 w
h

eth
er 

R
u

b
y h

ad
 ever talk

ed
 ab

ou
t "

h
is association

s w
ith

 
nderw

orld characters —
 hoodlum

s," L
aw

rence M
eyers 

p
ad

 rep
lied

: "
M

an
y tim

es. G
en

eralities - . . n
oth

in
g 

p
ecific . ju

st d
rop

p
in

g n
am

es of so-called
 im

p
ortan

t 
p

eop
le th

at h
e m

et or h
ad

 k
n

ow
n

."
"

 W
h

en
 ask

ed
 if 

2
9
0
 

ab
ou

t 11:00 I'M
. M

r. M
eyers stated

 th
at 

w
h

ile at th
e C

arou
sel C

lu
b

 h
e h

ad
 in

vited
 

R
uby to join him

 at the C
abana M

otel for a 
d

rin
k

 w
ith

 h
im

 an
d

 h
is b

roth
er, E

d
w

ard
 

M
eyers, an

d
 E

d
w

ard
's w

ife, w
h

o w
ere 

attending a [B
ottler's] convention in D

allas. 
H

e said
 th

at sh
ortly th

ereafter Jack
 R

u
b

y 
cam

e to the m
otel w

h
ere he w

as introduced 
to his brother and his w

ife. R
uby rem

ained 
at th

e m
otel for on

ly a few
 m

in
u

tes b
efore 

h
e left, sayin

g th
at h

e h
ad

 to retu
rn

 to h
is 

clu
b

."
 

B
raden w

as al;o.  staying at the C
abana M

otel at this 
sam

e tim
e. T

hus, late on the night before the assassi-
nation, R

uby m
et w

ith L
aw

rence M
eyers at the sam

e 
m

otel in
 D

allas w
h

ere B
rad

en
 w

as stayin
g. A

s n
oted

 
before, B

raden had told the authorities that he w
as in 

D
allas on

 "
oil b

u
sin

ess,"
 in

clu
d

in
g a m

eetin
g w

ith
 

,L
am

ar H
unt, the son of oil billionaire H

. L
. H

unt." 
T

h
u

s, a secon
d

 p
ossib

le R
u

b
y-B

rad
en

 con
n

ection
 

arises, in
 ad

d
ition

 to th
eir h

avin
g b

oth
 b

een
 at th

e 
H

I, H
unt offices in D

allas, som
etim

e earlier that sam
e 

afternoon, as previously detailed. 
L

aw
rence M

eyers w
as queried about his late-night 

' m
eetin

g w
ith

 R
u

b
y on

 th
e eve of th

e assassin
ation

 
d

u
rin

g h
is b

rief"
 W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
 ap

p
earan

ce. 
M

eyers stated th
at during his visit to R

uby's C
arousel 

C
lu

b
 at ab

ou
t 9 o'clock

 th
at n

igh
t, h

e h
ad

 told
 R

u
b

y 
to "

m
eet m

e at th
e C

ab
an

a M
otel at 11 o'clock

 th
at 

even
in

g."
"

 M
eyers fu

rth
er stated

 th
at R

u
b

y h
ad

 
arrived at the C

abana betw
een 11:30 and m

idnight." 
Interestingly, C

om
m

ission counsel G
riffin had asked 

M
eyers w

here he had been in betw
een the tim

e he left 
R

uby's club and w
hen he m

et him
 around raidnight.98  

M
eyers an

sw
ered

 th
at h

e d
id

n
't recall w

h
ere h

e h
ad

 
b

een
, b

u
t assu

m
ed

 th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 h
avin

g d
in

n
er 

som
ew

h
ere in

 D
allas, alth

ou
gh

 "
I h

aven
't got th

e 
v
a
g
u

est reco
llectio

n
 o

f w
h

ere I h
a
d

 d
in

n
er th

a
t 

n
igh

t."
"

 
292 



• 1 

police im
m

ediately after the assassination, F
errie also 

stated
 th

at h
e h

ad
 d

riven
 over a th

ou
san

d
 m

iles on
 

the night of the assassination (and early m
orning hours 

• of N
ovem

b
er 23) to go goose h

u
n

tin
g in

 T
exas.'"

 
U

n
d

er su
b

seq
u

en
t q

u
estion

in
g b

y th
e au

th
orities, 

D
avid F

errie's "goose hunting" com
panions disclosed 

,that they had later decided against hunting and had sub-
seq

u
en

tly gon
e to a sk

atin
g rin

k
 w

h
ere D

avid
 F

errie 
- w

aited
 tw

o h
ou

rs at a telep
h

on
e b

ooth
 b

efore re-
ceiving a call he w

as exp
ectin

g. "2  
A

s p
oin

ted
 ou

t in
 th

e 1969 L
ook m

agazine article, 
F

errie's "
goose h

u
n

tin
g"

 com
p

an
ion

s refu
sed

 to 
answ

er an
y q

u
estion

s ab
ou

t th
e trip

 w
h

en
 th

ey w
ere 

q
u

estion
ed

 b
y th

e au
th

orities sh
ortly after th

e assas-
sin

ation
. A

ccord
in

g to th
e L

ook rep
ort, it w

as n
ot 

u
n

til an
 attorn

ey on
 th

e p
ayroll of C

arlos M
arcello 

sh
ow

ed
 u

p
 to rep

resen
t F

errie's frien
d

s th
at th

ey - 
agreed

 to resp
on

d
 to q

u
estion

in
g.133  It sh

ou
ld

 again
 

be rem
em

bered in this sequence of events (w
hich are 

ad
m

itted
ly con

fu
sin

g, alth
ou

gh
 w

ell d
ocu

m
en

ted
) 

th
at F

errie w
as th

en
 u

n
d

er b
rief in

vestigation
 d

u
e to 

allegation
s th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 in

volved
 w

ith
 O

sw
ald

 
in

 th
e assassin

ation
 —

 allegation
s m

ad
e to th

e F
B

I 
and N

ew
 O

rleans P
olice D

epartm
ent by his colleague, 

Jack
 M

artin
, w

h
o su

b
seq

u
en

tly rep
orted

ly retracted
 

his inform
ation. 

• In
 th

e past several years P
eter N

oyes has uncovered 
substantial new

 inform
ation regarding D

avid F
errie's 

activities in
 1963. N

oyes in
 fact h

as u
n

covered
 d

ocu
-

m
ented evidence w

hich show
s that in the three-m

onth 
period before the assassination, F

erric w
orked out of 

• th
e sam

e floor of offices in
 a N

ew
 O

rlean
s b

u
ild

in
g 

w
hich w

ere also being used by Jim
 B

raden. N
oyes has 

docum
ented that just ten w

eeks before the N
ovem

ber 
assassination, D

avid F
erric w

as w
orking out of R

oom
 

1707 of the P
ere M

arquette B
uilding in N

ew
 O

rleans (in 
an office used by a top attorney for M

afia leader M
ar-

cello) at the sam
e tim

e that M
afia figure Jim

 B
raden w

as 

301 

• 
w

orking out of R
oom

 1701. 134  N
oyes established that 

in
 on

e official p
arole office d

ocu
m

en
t relatin

g to ex-
con

vict B
rad

en
, th

e alleged
 M

afia cou
rier h

ad
 even

 
given

 h
is ad

d
ress as R

o
o
m

 1
7
0
6
 in

 the P
ere M

ar-
q

u
ette B

u
ild

in
g, w

h
ich

 w
ou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 righ
t n

ext 
door to D

avid F
errie in R

oom
 1707. 135  

It w
as ap

p
aren

tly th
rou

gh
 h

is M
afia in

volvem
en

t 
that D

avid F
errie also becam

e heavily involved w
ith 

variou
s righ

t-w
in

g an
ti-C

astro C
u

b
an

 m
ilitan

ts. It 
h

as b
een

 n
oted

 th
rou

gh
 th

e years (m
ost recen

tly in
 

th
e C

h
u

rch
 S

en
ate In

telligen
ce C

om
m

ittee R
ep

ort) 
th

at th
e M

afia an
d

 variou
s an

ti-C
astro C

u
b

an
s h

ad
 

fash
ion

ed
 a close relation

sh
ip

 —
 p

articu
larly in

 th
e 

M
iam

i, F
lorida area —

 after the fall of C
uba to F

idel 
C

astro. A
s th

e C
h

u
rch

 C
om

m
ittee d

isclosed
, top

 
M

afia figures Sam
 G

iancana and Santos T
rafficante 

h
ad

 b
een

 u
sed

 b
y th

e C
IA

 to recru
it C

u
b

an
 exiles 

for in
volvem

en
t in

 assassin
ation

 p
lots again

st C
as-

tro.'"
 D

avid
 F

errie h
ad

 b
een

 in
volved

 to a still u
n

-
k

n
ow

n
 exten

t in
 th

e C
IA

's ab
ortive B

ay of P
igs 

. in
vasion

 in
 A

p
ril, 1961, ap

p
aren

tly as a p
ilot for 

clan
d

estin
e lan

d
in

gs in
sid

e C
u

b
a. F

errie h
im

self 
often

 sp
ok

e of h
avin

g m
ad

e a lan
d

in
g som

ew
h

ere 
w

ithin the island on the very night of the invasion.' 37  
T

hree m
onths later, in July 1961, according to a N

ew
 

O
rleans P

olice D
epartm

ent report, D
avid F

errie had 
b

ecom
e in

volved
 w

ith - C
uban exile leader Sergio A

r-
cach

a S
m

ith
, th

e h
ead

 of. th
e C

u
b

an
 R

evolu
tion

ary 
D

em
ocratic F

ron
t.'"

 T
h

e C
u

b
an

 R
evolu

tion
ary 

D
em

ocratic F
ron

t, accord
in

g to variou
s in

telligen
ce 

sou
rces, w

as closely affiliated
 w

ith
 th

e C
IA

, p
ar- 

ticularly during the B
ay of P

igs. E
. H

ow
ard H

unt, the 
top

 W
atergate con

sp
irator an

d
 form

er E
xecu

tive 
A

ssistan
t to C

IA
 D

irector A
llen

 D
u

lles, h
as h

im
self 

w
ritten

 of th
e C

IA
's close in

volvem
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

C
uban R

evolutionary D
em

ocratic F
ront, w

hich later 
b

ecam
e a k

ey p
art of th

e lam
er C

IA
-coord

in
ated

 
C

uban R
evolutionary C

ouncil.'" 
A

ccording to several reports, D
avid F

erric w
as later 
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J. W
. H

am
m

on
 d

iscovered
 th

e b
ad

ly m
u

tilated
 b

od
y 

of E
ladio del V

alle in a M
iam

i parking lot.'" F
errie's 

friend had been shot in the heart at point blank range 
and had also had his skull split open, apparently w

ith an 
ax. P

olice reported that del V
alle had also apparently 

been tortured prior to the actual killing.'" 
W

h
atever in

form
ation

 E
lad

io d
el V

alle p
ossessed

 
ab

ou
t D

avid
 F

errie's activities d
ied

 w
ith

 h
im

 ju
st 

.h
ou

rs after th
e m

ysteriou
s F

errie h
ad

 h
im

self b
een

 
fou

n
d

 d
ead

. T
h

e M
iam

i p
olice h

ave n
ever solved

 th
e 

m
urder. 
W

ith the death of D
avid W

. F
errie in 1967, the m

an 
w

h
o m

ost W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 critics view
 as 

a 
p

rim
e assassin

ation
 su

sp
ect b

ecam
e even

 m
ore o

f a
 

m
ystery th

an
 h

e h
ad

 b
een

 in
 life. A

s can
 b

e seen
 

from
 th

e p
reced

in
g in

form
ation

, F
erries ch

ain
 of 

association
s —

 p
articu

larly h
is p

ossib
le lin

k
s to 

b
oth

 L
ee O

sw
ald

 an
d

 Jim
 B

rad
en

 —
 are as solid

 
as they are m

ysterious. 
In

terestin
g
ly

, a
n

 ep
iso

d
e rela

tin
g
 to

 a
 m

o
ra

ls 
ch

arge again
st D

avid
 F

errie h
as p

rovid
ed

 an
 in

d
i-

cation
 of th

e p
ow

erfu
l p

olitical forces w
ith

 w
h

ich
 

F
errie w

as allied
 p

olitical forces allied
 w

ith
 C

arlos 
M

arcello. 
F

errie h
ad

 b
een

 su
sp

en
d

ed
 as a p

ilot b
y h

is em
-

p
loyer, E

astern
 A

irlin
es, in

 th
e early 1960s, d

u
e to a 

h
om

osexu
al in

cid
en

t. F
errie su

b
seq

u
en

tly filed
 su

it 
again

st E
astern

 in
 an

 attem
p

t to retain
 h

is job
, an

d
 

th
e case stretch

ed
 on

 in
to th

e sp
rin

g of 1963. R
ep

re-
senting F

errie in the case w
as G

. W
ray G

ill, w
ho served 

as C
arlos M

arcello's top crim
inal law

yer. 
A

n
 in

tern
al E

astern
 A

irlin
es legal m

em
oran

d
u

m
, 

d
ated

 M
ay 2, 1963, d

isclosed
 th

at E
astern

's law
yers 

had been approached by tw
o U

.S. C
ongressm

en w
ho 

exp
ressed

 th
eir in

terest in
 F

errie's b
eh

alf.'"
 A

c-
cording to the E

astern A
irlines law

yer w
ho w

rote the 
m

em
orandum

: 

T
his afternoon I talked w

ith both C
ongress. 

 3
0
4
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The FBI report notes that Ferrie placed at least six 
telephone calls to Carlos Marcello's top lawyer during 
the immediate three-day period following the Kennedy 
assassination.'" As noted earlier, David Ferrie was at 
that point driving straight through from New Orleans 
to Houston on what he claimed was a goose hunting 
vacation-167  The November 26th FBI report states that 
Ferric claimed that his first several telephone calls 
late the night of the assassination (or in the early 
morning hours of November 23rd) were to let Carlos 
Marcello and his lawyer know that he "had left New 
Orleans and was on a vacation trip."'" 

The FBI report notes that Ferrie had returned 
from Houston to New Orleans on November 24,1963, 
after hearing news reports that he was a suspect wanted 
for questioning in regard to the Dallas assassination.'" 
According to the report, Ferrie then consulted with 
Marcello's top lawyer, G. Wray Gill, in the Pere 
Marquette Building in New Orleans, and then "sur-
rendered" himself to District Attorney Jim Garrison's 
office late on the afternoon of November 25,1963. 

While Garrison pursued David Ferrie several years 
later as a "leading suspect" in what Garrison alleged 
was a massive conspiracy behind the Presidential 
assassination, the links between David Ferrie and 
Carlos Marcello and other top Mafia figures—including 
Jim Braden — have only begun to receive more serious 
attention in recent years. 	 • 

In the immediate years following the Kennedy 
assassination, Carlos Marcello's close relationship with 
Florida Mafia leader Santos Trafficante became 
even more apparent. Santos Trafficante was the top 
Mafia leader selected by the CIA to plan the assassi-
nation of Fidel Castro. According to the Church 
Committee, "Cosa Nostra Chieftain" Trafficante 
(using the code name "Joe") worked with Mafia 

. figures John ltoselli, Sam Giancana, and Robert', 
Maheu in the assassination conspiracies against Castro 
from late 1960 to mid-1963."°  

In late 1986, Santos Trafficante and Carlos Marcell° 
314 

1 



m
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L
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 b
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e C
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 D
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e m
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 b
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t b
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legally changed his nam
e from

 E
ugene H

ale B
rading 
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 p

eop
le talk

in
g, 

an
d

 sayin
g "

M
y G

od
, th

e P
resid

en
t h

as 
b

een
 'sh

ot"
 P

olice_ cars w
ere p
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had arisen following the assassination concerning the possible involvement of H. L. Hunt and other Texas oil men, and that the name of H. L. Hunt's son, Lamar Hunt, had been found in a notebook belonging to Jack Rub-y." 
The Commission also established that on the day before the assassination, Jack Ruby had "visited with a young lady who was job hunting in Dallas," and had driven the woman around in her search for employ-ment that day." The woman, Connie Trammel, had become friends with Ruby several weeks earlier. The Warren Report didn't mention where Ruby drove Trammel on November 21, 1963, but an FBI inter-view report did: to the office of Lamar Hunt, at the , • H. L. Hunt headquarters in Dallas." Ruby's visit to the II. L. Hunt offices on the after-noon before the assassination occurred at roughly the same time that Mafia figure Jim Braden was visiting there. Strong possibilities exist of Braden connections to both Jack Ruby and David Ferris in the days and weeks immediately preceding the assassination. In a Commission memo of February 24, 1964 to Richard Helms, it requested any information the CIA could provide on possible Ruby ties to H. L. Hunt and his son Lamar?' This request was contained in the extensive memo on Jack Ruby's background that Helms did not respond to until the 'Warren Commis-*`  aim Report was already being set in type:: The  Commission requested any CIA information relating to the following facts: 
H. L. Hunt and Lamar Hunt. May be same . . 	person. Name Lunar Hunt found in note- t book of Ruby. Ruby visited his office on ' November 21. Hunt denies knowing Ruby. Ruby gives innocent explanation. Ruby found with literature of H. L. Hunt [in his apartment] after shooting Oswald." 

The extensive and usually subterranean►  right-wing political financing of H.%. Hunt and his sons, Lamar 1172 
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