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Er, B‘Imd me. J 4/15/77
2101 L 8¢., NV §203
V¥ashington, D.C. 30037

Dear Bud,

While this 1s an update for you and Jim re Zebrs/king I do not forao mx couments
oo Ay learning about how hawd I am to ged alang with, I keep hoaring 1t in guneralities,
yenterday from Walter who is oblivious to iz own bad behavior with me. I was not as
peinted as I could have been, less than I should have been, and I dongt inow if what
I was trying to tell him will get through o him ir he thinks about it,

Prior to the firat mectinz with hu and Bobarta I discussed a reformnlation of the
novw Xing ook with Yim and Yes Payus. We agzyesd in genwml on a saply structure. When
Jin and 1 met with Valter and Roberta they said they liked it. They waated to ses what
4 nave to sup.ors whats 1 say so0 they agweed to come down with Geller and house ocunsel,
Jerry, They theg got their dates mized up and wastod two more weeks getting wawssdris
around to that. Theyuvsaid they were ismpressed, that they had naver dreamed about such
backatop;dng for auy beok. s

Wo talied about other works; those of which you know. Rhwre was nuch sxoitement
that Walter offered me at desl for this and thres more beck, the gecond thres to be
dslivered within a year. I could not secept fhis and did not. I gave him a partial
sxplanation. I gave Y= the rest 7ntoryda.§athanadnﬁtod that my refusing to aceept
themtmthooﬂnndmusinmnintouﬁ.thldmnneduxhentw:mm
be abruptly switched to we'd do the firat and see bovw we get along. I agreed. Ho asked
ae wha % 1 want and I said $20-325,000 advance and help, an assistent and an editor. It
is oy recollecthan this was more or less to at the 320,000 figure and that they
had only one question, could Geller bs hurt. on the book but some on whether he'd
have to be detached, I told them I wanted to plan the bosk wAth them and they said they'd
be in touch. X told Valter I was in much that - would not just drop but that the minute
I got a contract I would, that I'd push &s muchas poseible to clean anything I could uPe

Wesks ass with no word. * phons. He in apolggetic. I say when will we sit down and
the book. Ha'll be back 4o me the Kext day. & does not happen. Finally, vhen I have
transportation problems ~ my ride’s vife's jregualioy - ba tells me down't worry, they'll
come here is necessaxy. Finally 4t 1e set up for yesterday, :

dn the tizs he's wasted I could have completed a draft.

We atart talcing yusterday and he ia eustatic about another baok. I should writs a
firat-porscn one saying how great I ame 1 decline. He explains further and it is less
objeotionable. 3till further explanaticns sad I say it can be a worthwhile book but thas
I will not writs it, I'll co-author it. By tids time 1t ia clear he is waving tinsel. It
would be & great book if I include » few of the King documents I ehowed them. I refuse
and say I'z there to talk sbout a Kdng beok, that + think itbbhas unprecsdented potential,
that we were $0 have gotten Amxpgs together to plan it and #4111 have not. So he buoks off
this sorimshaw but with conspiouous lack of enthusiasm.

Unles: Roberta never says ahything she was ewsd in to this interpretation, then,
sarlier or both. She had nothing to say. Hexe I am saying that * have more than anyone
¢a 1 use, tell me what you want so I can do what you vant and I etill have no answer. Se
I tell them hov I visualise it and they sgres. ‘his is where it comes out that sveryone
Walter talked to tell Mm I am izposaidble 4o got along withe They have beem toying for all
thewe months, are never ss good as thedr word, I am patient with all their ohildish gsmes
with a serious subject, & give them carte blanche on content and edithng and X am hard
to got aleng with,
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He mentionsd no names and I asked none,

ButhantitknownbyallmystppoaadfrlendsthattflerMth
vith attribution she one to whoi 1t 4s sttriduted will never forget it. There is not
me.bou.*.whomImmwﬁakoﬂummm.mlml.mimn.

Ny unpardonable sin appoars to be sseing olearly and correctly, forecasting aceurately
and then about all of tids maintaining a public silenoe.

Not one over asked for help witheut getting 1t. Hot one ever paid me for this,
oxcept with this siserabls pernonal buginess in which each seels %o hold me responsible
for hie own failings, not wmoonsonly ths game falldngs repeated over and ovars

If va can't findo the past I'n not reliving Lt as now I'm being foroed to with Waltey,

Mz'umaMmunuormur'.-m.pmwumww
by this naaty business. It is oxaotly as I told Mim, uwdidmmmodimem%ely
ﬁmm&mwaﬂdump.Iwuldmm.TMehnvebamo .

i bear xuch about the great accomplishmants of others £f I 4o not mes thea, I txy to
damtlmmdlkmuthtummMmluv&thoutmlmmm
In:tmstommtfermmemuurm@cm.I‘ncboutchmﬁiutthat‘rﬂnm'
ofvhatuocotfurmﬁyumtwnpmpeﬁyand!hwtodomytm.ngxmtoboabh
to pay what for ne are oppressuvs costs. 4 heve ap income for tuis week that will pay
for perbaps aix weeks of prediotable costs. Tnee ¢t is paat, {f thers is not s result
$hat can yiald more and 4f it does will take more time, I now have to help propare
mtwemtdoinc.A.‘IS—m.Mm. of oourse, other matters that xy ¢ time
and oavnot be ignored, :

Thiamemth;tthmksto#dterndhls'aﬁﬂlaﬁmmdﬁnhﬂmmw
supposed friends have had on Mn I camnot for a 1tile while t0 what he has asked.
AlloonaaIcmlwl.}twbaasntthnamk.Inontkuwunmafhr“uu
mmmmaawm. : -

I want you to know what I did ¢o elininate problems. It is not oaly to give them
carte blanche, which is move than snough. I arranged with both “es Payne mnd Boward for .
mwwmwatmmmﬂpdmlww;mﬂror ohn Hanrahan to edit - all before
retpped oopy guts to Zebrm. If you don ¢ know [0bo be was State editor of the Poat until
the presssman’s utﬁh.u&hmnﬁdtwmmmagmmmlm&amm
tarhmeawmadmauitmmtwtbuw«but that person since has bean
taken 11), Ihawothrmyl-wornngumnwmmﬂmtoru.ﬁwmhnu
g is deing hard $0 get along with, ) o
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On substance I tell you only that we have never had anything like this. T bave showa
¥alter and his people enpugh but vory ltile. X have copies duplicated out of @y pozsessfon.
If you want his evaluation ask vim, I hsve not authorized hiz to tellanyoas what the faot
or ﬂ'l.d-z:gim. 1 add to tnds that with win: lene has done to you snd Yim in tooccmo
his mons ty it ia inpirtant for both of you for me o have this out e» gson as pos-Sble,

When I have thiaauputtos-tm-?huntshdeumacopytofruﬂnﬁen.I think
S911 will want it. Or be Yory sorry Af he does not,

Walter wants an outline and a sasple chapter. Bacause it will take longer for a resl
chapter I offered au outline and the introduetion. Be does not want that. ‘hie means it
bas to take more timg, Thore is not this $ime. But I also have no chouse because I can'g
mmmmmbnumsm:mlmtummngnm%ww bullashit an

hue«maslcanluindovhatiuhrmllydonmtmm.pumucmfor
-outi’mun.f.mlth-nbcmwea tommaonwmmmn’he&msmtmka
firm com:dtments, including date ot pudlication and prozotions.Jf at oy age and in ®y
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and the wnchanging dilletantes are the yesson.

I can't explain dalter in tids. It makes no sense. If there wexs metdt to any of
hs shifting shpposed reasons & nominsl sxpenditure would eliminate them.

he supporedly wants bocks that can bdring him prostige. I leave you with your onn
description of yours. 1'm sure you were honeat in what you told ze. If Kentor's is
ood it will not be really sigmific.nt. MoDonald's, is spite of whkat they may tell you,
thoy knew was s fake when they did ite. So you tell me why he has been spimning my
wheels for e all this time with a workk of sugh solididy 1t cennot bu imagined,

If I oorractly understood something he suggested he also has other crap in his gut.
I don't know whos2 book o Jhat aspeet.

“czmutile, se I told him yastorday, I Imow of other ahit bopks he has been offered.
I t61d him of Liften's und Chastain's and he sav I know what 1 we: talidug about. I do
deliove thant when he has other mimm works under consileration stalling we and shifting
sround and not keepdng his word are not encourvaging.

So while I sm inpressed by bim, find hiz %o be an sblo man, a pleasant one, I
have questions. Me talks one way snd gpes another. He appears not to have any interest
in meaningful vork regardleas of whel ha says.

Tha more crap he prints the les: chanoe there will be for serious work, even if he
manages to mske money from orape I do not expect a repatition of Felonald and if the
work is 0ad euoug: { may not be silent about it.

It 15 possible to simplify this, %o say that when you bave met one publisher
you have wet them alle “o he is snother publisher, regardless of what hs says about
himeself, “coidng at 1t this way he is no vorse than others. And 1 neither went to publish
mysel? nor mail books out myself. Even if the only epes of my books that have not done
well are thoss others published. Se I'il do as he asks as econ as I cen and hope that
the sffects of the bug that bit him will weaxr off.

#hon he was hore Walter wes g0 excited shout Agsnt Oswald ks wanted that first.
Fow be is not £3 talking about it.

What be 1= doing %o me, 1f he goes ahead, is saddling me with the burden of all the
¢rap b hes undsr contraot and in mind. IL thay do aot ¢o well and he does not do well
I'il be paying for it. Inoredibly Le cannot rcullize he 1s talking about erap.

S99 I am unhappy shput this situation and mors than wmhappy about all the Imwsky
lowthinubdncmwdshouzmbmmuthoymhurtiugmtmbutuhatlcan
46 or it ssems now evan try to do. If this !t be undone it had bebter not be repeated
byanymanctpmmdtowitmwfm thar 1t is presantly & factor or is no%

1 canfg be oure. It 1s Walter's explicit "explanation.” What it haos meant on the HAlL
should be painful to anyone of dzcant concern,.

With all of Waltor's shifting he may shift agmin. If ws go forwsrd on this perhaps
it %ill mean that I osn have an aasistant, cen be moye effecisnt, can do more.

In any event I hope that those who think they kuow ke cen understand thet it io
the 1eal me that would have nothing to do with his aitractive offer of an eamy ¢go-
trip, nationwide attention and all that goes with ite. All I roally want to do i what
§ bave fron ths first, not what othars invent and come to delieve,

as I told Kathy, this time I may have to tangle with Lene. Muca as I'd enjoy it
the only reescn I'd do it ia because it is ncoesaury. kesnwhile I'il do nothing to dise
courags any of his appearances, any promotions for hds terrible, stuff and any of the
mdwm:wnnormlmpt.Inhmendthsynhelp.ltm:&yom'
inierest will bo served Ly getting tapes of his two recent appau'anou ot the Jerry
“i1iiema show, ons with Coben and Lifton and a later one from Palm Jeach, by phone.
Sinoercly,



