
Dear Jim, 	Congressional "assassinaeon investigations" 3/12/75 
After writing you last nigbt and before going to sleep I took a few minutes to think about *het J  had not before and think perhaps you have not. As I understood it Taid recammended you to be pert of an invests= gation of assassination investigations rather than in the brooder committee responsibility, to investigate the spook endinvestigetive agencies. You then asked me about some others, I recomnended against one and reminded yo1 of another end I recall j did have a question but dtbd not argue or oress it. 
I dO think that investieativr experience is valuable, so do not understand me to be areuing against that. °rider normal circumstances I would encourage on that basis alone, the value of the experience, parti-celarla to a taa7er ncadina experience. but for a few moments before sleep T. asked myself what kind of investigation of what kinds of assassinations? bud's concept of all the right-cringers hold r Dealey Plaze convention to which all the revanchist ethnics were invited? Of "hunt" and "Sturgis" formerly "Frenchy" and "Skinny Ralph" and others? 
1 know of no solid basis for alleging that any of the federal agencies had any l'ealey Plaza involvement. Suspicions there may be but fact there la not. a have for years, as best I could, been working on the one solid lead of which 1 know, framing Oswald who probably had a federal connection. Ibis indicates at least knoaledge of his connection. What I em saying is that this is the nut-inspired whitewash area of any slab investigations. If the facts are that there were official domestic assassinations these facts will not be available. Should they ever be available it does not seem reasonable that they will come from investigations or from records which I assume will not exist but from confessions. Who will confess? Who wants a murder rap, to be forever con= sidered so villainous? 	many assassins would still be alive to confess if they could involve others? 
I think there has been so much of this sick story-boDk type of talk that the mere renetition has made it seem real to those imvolved in the talk or subject to it. I do not think there is any basis for believing that any investigation will be able to conduct any real investigation of domestic political assassinations in the context of agency involvement. I do think that this will be bad, from a distraction to a whitewash, not because it is not possible that there were those within the agencies who could have been canahle but beacute it is inprobable that there can be any available proof and because it will build sympathy for those agencies while diluting the investigations that can be productive and do serve a national need and can help clean them up and get them back into their proper roles. 
The approach itself is a bummer and a looser in the absence of some tangible bests for it. It makes rue wonder about the 'error if not the maturity and sincerity of t-e Member who first thought of it and next xonsuited Bud of all people. That is Madison avenue, not political maturity or responsibility, with self-cast aspersions on judgement. I tend to look for and take simple means of evaluating. 'with a Berber there is always a staff. There is always the -ibrery of Congress freely available. For this purpose, In fact. It would take no more than a. single phone call to let any Member or staffer know what the literature shows. then 1 have no question asked of me I know there 14 not been the Initial-basic-research. This makes me have many suestions enough of which should be fairly obvious and are not faltUTing to the staffer. 



Examine on the other hand why these would go to Bud for recom= 
mendations. Assume they know him. that kind of judgement does that 
alone represent? 'Whet kind of talk heve yon:: he and fro' hin on political 
assassinations? At its best it is what sickened you recently, give him 
an hour with Ceorpe deMohrenschildt end he'd break the cc-eel 

Anyone who knows him knows he has a law practise. This is enough 
to tell him Bud has done no reel work, It then boils down to an evaluation 
of Bud's judgement. 1  know of nothing in his record to give him high points 
with any member who knew him. Bud was quite proud of his exeminetion of 

Bobby. I can believe him when he says the other .'embers lacked the bells, 
as did -ong so he did it. 'Well, I agree that took some courage and net 
a little principle. 6o the one part of those hearings I rend is Whet ud 
represented as his tough grilling of eobby. It Is an incoupetent job, a 
jelre o ea eeemination, and it had no worthwhile consequence. 

he flunked. 
In this area wet have our own exoeriences. bde knoe hi' record. I 

xen_t think of single thing be her accomplished and can recall a 
long, string of totally unnecessary failures, the real reason he dis-
likes me coring, from them and their advance visibility. 

The fact is, if you will think of it, that he hes ben the blerest 
ainile impediment to my investigating in the Ray case. Lisjnegemeet was 
not once right, he produced nothint, he asked me to do nothing that did 
Produce anything or could have and he steadfastly epposed evsrythine that 

could heve been productive. Do I have to remind you about those picture s 
or of New Eeven? 

There are other areas that could be explored, I think that by this 
point there is no further need' What basis is there for a Louse to investigate domestic assassina-
tions as pert of an investigation of the agencies? Only one rational one, 
how did they performe sm_ investigators. „hie autometicelly eliminates all 

but the FBI Lnd can' t imeFine an investiratIm‘ Or the -)F-chltude thct 
would rEquire if the ,,,-embers went for it. That would have to be n se"srate 

investieeteon to be a serious one. The volume of pz.-pc.r clone ?env s no 
reel choice. er the faux ber of witnesses to be called and heard ,ems ere-
pared for. An enormous job if it is to be a eerfole ene. If it is net to 
be serious, 	wants to be pert of it? The only other basis is the crazy Lreeorien chrnt, 	in Ijcelcy 
Plaza, It it were true or even probable, disproving it ietoo simple x 
because the necessary records are too easy to fake end there are many 
expert record-ftkers available* Any competent photo analysis will be 
total disproof. Aside from this, the day of the assessInetion is one 
everyone recalls well, Lunt will have a number of crediblewitnesses. 

I'e ignoring the reasons in logic for discounting-  it ell. 
There reeeins a possibly productive area, foreign assassinations. 
''ere there many be many leads and many cases but essin productivity 

will require confessions* One also can wok bekward, from actual assassina-
tions, but not with prospect of finding records. Ihis ctoulf' be really chat= 

lenging but 1  lo not tin tLere is much chance of a real investigation 
becuse of whet it would. do to all who could give the noceeryvevIdmee. 

There se,,ms to be no ieranity ttr,t can be greeted beneuse the ongress 
cannot imeunize in foreign countries enehoe coule the 1.S, refuse extra- 

dition? 	youlC writ to live with the record of being an assassin, or 
have his family subject to scorn through all of history? There renrins el so the strong probability that these were not act-
ually done by the agencies or their employees. 1Shet is nor likely is agent-
arranged professionals or locals except in such cases of Castro where 
it could well have been under officiel consideration. But I believe 



it is not likel$ that ti o records of the 40 Committee will show any formal approval. The one case we know got to it was not acted. upon to knowledge &n he iF bitter about it. I doubt that ay member of =eh a comrAttee, no :litter Low much he may have longed. for such an essassinetion, ,sooloS love voted for it vfth all those others to be aroun6 to bear future eftnoss. 1 believe it much more likely that any consideration on this love/ cm: of this type would h.fi 	resulted in a policy decision without implimentation directed an6 that with the under- standing that the policy was considered worthwhile sorneot.c misht have seen to it trot an effort was made, with or without ruccess. ME teriol is ti ere Isere for Invettieetiou with teneible results? 2, see poor prospects only. 
fe and spooko :lust ;:re not She 1,.-Fy the huts sone: of varyine decree talk end believe. 

As -ern Lnerevo once said to a worrieS client in my presence, "They don't hit by Western 'anion." 

None of thi-  says don't take a job as an investigator. That is E separate mstter„ one that involves other fectore and considerations. All I'm addressing is the specifA.c Sob for which mud has recommended you. In it .L heve several purposes. One is to sive you a line far your own thinking. Another 4.s to gilts you e basis for questionine the one who will interview you. l'on t walk: into eomethine like this without knowing all you can before you decide. 'O:)n° t walk into a loser and be the one on whom the less can be pinned. Don't also be the one rational man in a side nuthouse of a worthwhile project. 

I have addressed only this when you went to dlscues ohetrer 
would work on other parts of the 
you soue cuestimz you mieht not 

one aspect. If the time awes comes or not to become an inveetisetor who investigation I think I might give 
ask yourself. 

Nos that you have this kind of decision, once you sake it I think you could profit from some retrospection. 
I think there ere decisions you do not make thet you should, as a unerality. 
I think there are cases you could have brought to a conclusion by now others that you could have close, an that they could have yielded payl, n t. 
think you could not have been practising some of 1 the law you c oalc he v4 prt.A.tised. 

ou alone can evaluate what y-u did instead. I think you should. If you then decide that you did not take the correct course you may be in o position to make a conscious decision in the future if you think you failed to decide or to make another decision if you made a conscious on that in retrospect sons not to have been tle best. It is now t,mo to wake; 	anu 	have a few peollafee to make so I can mail shorn when 1 take her in town. I'll not have time to correct this r-nc, 3 think I Thotle ti4i1 it promptly. 
add ano ther fctor for you to v9ifht  your alternatives. ,Lat are t,he prospects if you concentrate on erser you con now handle? What can they yield in income and in ettt s think is important for a loeecr just :::trtint to proctire in r-outetion, proLtise ano attentions  Another is can they establish you as an expert in a field in -which you can Lave hope for further practise that can be worthwhile? ZO4 do have more to evaluate than you discussed so briefly yesterday. 


