Dear Jim, 12/17/14

Tour letter of the t1th, not postiarked until the 16h, reached me jJust o few
minutes ago aa I wam taking the meil out. It included the enclosed letter to Bud. I had
nothk thought of carboning you but undor the circumatances and in confidence I think it
perhaps best that you keep as informed on this very touchy situation as possible. After
you have read it and when you are sonding something else, please retwrn it. I'm almost
out of copying paper, that is, for the machihe.

First, I think $t best that because Bud asked me to get from you the general outlines
of yhat you proposei { an outline, of course, is much better) you and I do as he originaldyy
asked, send it to me. However, I would ask if 4t is not impossible, three oarbonz.  One will
be for me, ane for Jim, and if there is need, one for Jimy, Because he is still being
spied upon, Bud's latest fuciup being doing nothing about it when he was there, I think
it best to send nothing to him until there ia a reason for it,

Bud is not likely to be spontanecusly mational about this. The off chance of
resching hin with a concept of what oan be in store for him from what he has and has not
done and what the future can hald is the vesson I took the time for this long lotter this
morning. Also, although be'll not be willing to recogndass it, anvtber effort to protect
him from himself. And if he is, then it would pave his face some for hig to be able to
ignore everything and pretend that your outline assures him there is no problem, Howsver,
his pretended reason iz that he fears charges of impropriety over me getting some fat cesh
and the actuasl ones are the one I %old you, not publicity in 4% for him and another, he
now knows more than even that his one hold on this is the amount of the costs he pays.
From the latter A% folliow.s that any help makes 1% sesier for him to bde ousted in a number
of ways. He wag afraid I'd get Jimwy to do it over this., I had no such notion.’

Be really took only about 10 intewrupted minntes for the alight discussion we had
and never came back to me on it, although he did discuss what he knew and what he ihvented
vith Jin and his partner. I had told him that I believe it might interest Flayboy in what
~I'n dofing and the foundation in helping with the defense.

I can't send you sdmry's letter. I foel it would be xi a breach of the confidential

" nature of our relationship that X//A6L/¥é{/impose. The questhon has never come up between
Jin.y and me dut I feel he iz entitled to assume it, too. On this question Jimy had iwm three
things to say® Bud is inaltersbly opposed undur any circumstances to the interview per

sef and Jimmy is noi, leaves £t up to "you all,® which I teke to muan Bud, Jim and mej

and ocen for some purposes see benofits in ite He asent a carbon %o Yim, as I will with this,

I am veally worried that Bud is 80 slck in the head over thia that he will do more
$hat can hurt himself and Jimny and the case. Oply for this veason was I as tempbrate (for
me) in tho enclosed lotter. What he did is both unconscionable and unethical and = believe
borders on malpraatise. He gave had legal advice whon it was not called for in what he
perceived to be his own intereste So, 1 don't want this interview question to hurt his
sohing self-concept more or inampire his sick ego to further foolish aota. This is probably
the major reason I suggest we just go back to where he and reascn parted company, It keeps
sverything flexible except for one thingt if there ia nothing to which he oould properly
take exception in it his position ic vorse. If you keep it to what we agreed to, originally
how hs has lived these past yeers, the Tomorrow-Valontine bit, plus what you asked %o add,

a rophrasing end rearranging of what he tostified to in opem court, thin is what & regx'eamted
and what there can be no reaszomable objootion to. There was what you rveaffirm ; that Y4m and
I were to be present when there iz the interview or the attompt Af they refuse it; and that
anything spontaneous that could interfere with Jimdf's rights be edited cut, what yon did

not wmxpk vepeat, we ere back to the originel arrangement. You hed agreed to pay Jim's costs
and mine. If you want %o add compansation for my time, that is no more reprehensible for

me to accept than it is for s lawyer to be paid for his time, You sw:gest this you intend
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from your own funds. My view is that it would bo appr')priate and not :meroper for Playboy
to bear the cests. This is no more quemtionable than the State of Tennessee peying Henry
Hgils for the time he spends in cowrt and out, including in public defamations and news-
papor and other campaigns that differ in being inproper and prejiftcial. Only thoge seeking
excuses or living in terror of a scoundrel like Haile would regavd it otherwise, Ii. is a
reality of life in this country, a regulsr snd accepted practisce

I have had experiences with editorial attitudes at Playboy in the past. I found
thoge with which I was faced neither reasonable nor logisal., Worse, what they published
mis‘?omed a vast audience. So, you don’t have 40 uxplain them, I take your worde I do -
think, however, that if there is to be a secund plece 4t ought fol.ow ilmmodiately, not
ba dalayod uniil after trial. I think that is a more legltimate atory and en exceptional

“t will be more so if we win initially or later, beciuse thai makes Jim's performance
more senaational =~ remember, this is Mo first reel case, not just the liabilities and
handicaps; gr if we prevail in tho Supreme Cpurt on dlscovery slone. Our time to file
what the clerk asked of ua is Jenuary 6., leke no mistake sbout two thinges Jim did this
after researching and seainguthat no other since Abe Fortas wrate the Harrls v Nolson
had had the lmagination; gnd it is a major breakthrough for prisomers, perticularly for
those nobody has even thought ahout, political prisoners. If this requires explanationn

I'11 take the time when there is the need. Bocause by all mdiﬁomlstandardatheahly
possiblo second plece e in overy wey bettar than the interviow ag the first of a pa&r
It will make the interview Much Bore meaningful and significant and will oreate more ™
intere:t in i1, partioularly if 1t is done and announced for the following iszue,

¥hile there is no chance of it happening in timc to meke a difference to you, I
tell you that for months there has been interest in a movie centering around the ine
vostigasor (they say about but I intend %o modify it as honsa?x»eqnims to include Jim)
and I was told Friday night that the monsy has been radsed. I reforred 1t to the friend
who ia representing me for approval or disapproval or negotiating. Unless he consults
me I'11 not be in any way involved in the doal iteclf, My point intelling you this, even
though I may not agree to the proposal, 1s to fortify the reasoning in the paragraph sbove
mdtoreﬂndyoucrwhatyoumamnerdeaddmaaadinmmmhmofm
Jnatony of a Frane-¥p.

You menton the gung-hp! story., I'd forgotien Ron K and I discvssed it. You and
jim at thias point may be intoreated in the kind of experience at that early and formative
atage on ny kimg 1ife the whole thing was, so porhaps 1t is not a digrossion.

1 bad a feoling thut Readars Digest would go for it. I therefore approached s
friend who edited a small amaguine for which I dld occasicnal worke He hed been fouis
Lawsg'! ghost and when last I heard from him was and for years had been in publioc’relationa,
Bere it aould get out fast, uith no hassles, oven though I Mnew I would zot little for it.
It was $100 bucks, which didn't bogin to pay for the research time alone., And the Digest
234 go for it. Only they dldn't want o take anything from him or the magasine, I':m not
absolutely certain uhich. I think they regarded the magaaine an left winge Ur its owners.
(Yor whom I rendered a legal service when their lmwyers had failed. Yenporship.) So, the
D gont offered $1,000 %o the maggine tu let them place my atory somsplace clse and then
roprint it. Somcone up there, perhaps my then close friend, dvolded that 4§18 was worth
this muoch to the Jigest, fuck me, it was to them, too. So, after they shed the story
the Yigeat morely vent mhasd on its own, placing the seme story elsewhore and havina the
sane thing rowritten, that made the movie, and I got only the $100.

I would b move thun willing to lecturs if I am paid by tho normal standawis, I
would prefer to canter «hat I'd gay around the m—w Yook, whioh is sonsationul enough and
dovwssnted as nothing volse cun be for o widie. 1t haw the right overiones and ranifica=~
tions, particularly to the school of Jourmalism, which has interests in FOI. I would be
oven happier if hoth could be coubined, the KC coliege and the journalism school. Bhen X
have done thizs in thepast, 1've thrown seminars in and what followed varied with the
col.ege. At Madison it was pretty intense. At Voermont if was for the history-political




- solenco faculty. AS Hinnespta 'ﬂw arranged a pr;iésé conference first, followed b}}”a' ‘
marathon talk shou seFies, abouk 16 houra, and then, after thia promo, had the talic the
noxt day, followed by a more informal gathering wntll plapne time. SRS

Sp, the answer in "yes" and more so if you can interest journalimm in hearing from
+he writer who has nade more use of the FOI law then any other, including aoting as him
own lawyer and influencing legislative action to strangthen the iaw. With the content of
+his newest bock that will be entirely new to them I think both the faculty and the
journalism students might well go for that. And I'd much prefer to make the maximam use
of the travel time. Zhis gets to what my costs are. Aside from air fare it is about 325
to and from the airport, depending on which offers direct flights of the three, and 1 Simi
think avout 33.00 a day for leaving the car there. Thers usually have been accomodations
included and the actuality of the past was that most often I didn't use then because the
kids wanted to bullmsession and I crashepadded with them. .

I would strongly recommend an informal format if you do this, with maximum time
for questions and snswers. There nover has beun a time whon there was enough time for them,
there has been new attention to the general subject of assassinations and morc 1n cordng
bemides what can happen in the Ray case, and 1 am nover at a loss for uords, I think
appropriate words, should this be the exceptiocn in questions. This suigsR subject is 80
enormous there is no way of addressing it adequately in a prepared sddress and oane oan
come closer to satisfying tho audience by respénding to it.

Wy preference of the past has besn to address the subject in terms of what 1t means
about the integrity of society. Bspeocizlly esmong kids in bautoelly conservative institutions
and locations has this been well received. WW IV in every semse lends tteelf -to this. .

What will be & real consideration for me and only one of the reasons I would want
what is normelly padd on the regular speskers' program is the fact that it will cost
about $10.00 a day for the time I'm gone for my wife to go to work and return home, She
hes —egular vuployment for the iax geason. . .

I'1) show Jim your lotter w xt I mee lim. I Lad an mccident in Washington
yomtarday. e wan kind enough to drivh us home., I have not yet heardk even how long
1t will taie to make the extensive repairs so I don't know when 1'1L see hime I'll not be
able to get this or the carbon to hir in the malls before tomorrowe. I havo kept him fully
informed and think I should.

If I do not aduress it I fear you may think I reaent the suggeution of an obzession. .
I agreo with you. I would got use that oxact word but you arc in what I think is the balls
paxke L have no objection tu the word or its explanetion. If you vere a firat-generation
imerican of my age from my origins and heritage and with onlym a fraction o ny perconal
exporiences you'd undesiand this betler.

Bﬁat'



