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Dear Bud,
In the few minutes before your face shines on the tube, a report and a request,

If Jin has not told yous I was in New York last week, mostly to try to collect
some of what is overdue me. In & couple of places I made a bit of progress on ny owne
Apparently the long ailence from the lawyer I had was because he vas disbarred for a
very human, warm but improper thing he did. In two areas vhere he is familiar, a frined
is trying to pdek up some of the piecass for me,

I did not have time for much looking around for a market for a Watergate book., As
you probably realize from the uessage Jin gave you, I econsider that I have enough of
what has not been reported to give me xew material. I vould also handle it as nobody
else of whom I know woulde I think this makes g responaible book possible. That is quite
separate from publication, Prospects there are not really good at this noument. For the
most part, reaponsible publichers fear that the Bentam "special" will skim the market's

v,

orean. “hey assumed the "spocial" before news of it leaked. The only other book of which

Simon and Sohuster, The reat are the merchantable crap, In them, if not in all, HoCord
and his former associates will emexrge as villains, if my estinate of what is ooming is
correcte This is not the case with the book I have started without a home for it, A

Bezldes, the way the system vorks, people like the HeCords must bo presented an
ovil as poasible for tiose with grenter guilt to be prosented with less than they should
bear. Thus you found the Liberals rather than the vonservatives mobing for vays 68
sheltering Nixon as soon as he could not be separated. '

You lmow me well enough to lnow that I will not write vhat I do not believe and will
mdovhatItMnkiawrong.So.Itellyoutlmtnotonlydolnotintendtomaent
these men as villains, with one excoption (not HcCord), but I seek HoCord’s holp, to
thadoa:oatlmthecmmﬁdcitﬂthouthawmwnngwofhialegalrights.
totlﬂ.aem.Idonotthinkthereisorcanbeanyomct. hutyouand!wsbomdjudge
that, Aside fromthis.mlmuldmtaskofhinhaatodowithbiomphiwldata,nw
not probing, the rogular stuff, In part this is because I have the fecling that be fit

posaible whilo giving a“full enough account,

For now, this, really, is all. There may be one other thing for the future, after
I have ths draft of the book completed, I believe that all these men really beliove that
vwhat they were doingmapatrioticthing. I have no doubt of this at all, I might
want to be able to present their Views of this in an appondiz, in their own words.L
mean by this without editing, what they really thought. What this can moan for them is
that without Cross~examination and separgted from the details of the erime, they will
have a chance to rocord their own self-justificatiogs. I do not know how many if any
will assent to this, bug I plan to make the offer. You have Dot been with me on my
investigations when I interview, Invariably I put the control of the tape recorder in
the hands or under the control of the introviewee, After all these Years, there hag
boen no asingle conplaint,

If McCoxd is wiliing but has doubts, he 1a welcome to come up and read what I have

’
made a longer start in the hung part, and have scveral letters explaining what I have in
mind to the friend who is trying for me, '

Here the clock caught me at 10 a.m.



1t occures to me that despite the evaluations you Day get o the impression Mcuord -
conveyed, you might find use for another, He came accross as n 80lid man telling the
tonth, anxious to tell the truth and not to make oven a slight mistake, and I think
there is 1ittle doubt he was so woommksix accepted. Some of his mamnerdisms, without
the dogign, helped convey this. He took time to think and Yooked 1liko h: wag thinking,
not cocking something upe To be precise as he could, o referred back to his propared
statenent. le was respectful wit. out being sycophantic. And at no point did he scom to
be holding anythings back.

After the end of the session, I switched from BBEC to CBS, back and forth, to get
their reaction. This comparison you might not get. Because of its exclted and atyplcal
nature, I spent most of the time on NiC. You elould understand, to appreciate what fole
lows, that I know Carl Stemn somewhat, know him to have a cons rvative approach {not in
the political but in the professional sense) and know he is a lawyer. Yo was less excited
that Douglas “iker, who eould not restrain his appearance or his words. After Kilker
describor the Caulfield references as “dynandte", Storn seid € has but two clolces,
both without question assuming the complete und unquestionable honesty or licCord's testi-
mony. This, howsver, is not the case, as a lawyer mors than most shouid knowe € could
deny McC's testimony or he could take the fifth. When a cautions man like Carl Stern,
who is a lawyer to boot, fluffs these two othur posaibilitios, I sug.est that he, showing
it less, was inwardly as excited as pnsr WESe

I taped this session and plan to tape the aftornoon, should you or MeC want it ond
not huve made the errangements, It is a dirwct rather thsn o mike taping, from radio,
HER,y while I locked at "V. The quality should be pretty good.

There was one thing in particular in his teativony that satisfies me on the relevance
of what I discussed in confidence with Jim,

When at the end of the interviews he was asked about the girl, his regponse was so
reserved that it left the uupstion and the mnswer inconprehensible to most who heard ite

..~ However, compreheneitility was not the importunt thing, particularly not. to. viewers .. ... ..i-.

In the end 1t will be more effective and morc an accurate characterization of the wan,
if as I think I do understsnd his character, and will be part of a very persuasive
impreasion that in everything he understates. Viewers should have gotten the idea that
this was first a very personal thing and second, he was not sbout to exploit it.

For some reason HoC's voice was not clear én TV in tho pum. After 1t was all over,
having had a phone call that interrupted my viewing, I went back to that place to listen.
1 think the direct radio Yupe is elearer than the TV broadeast,

Thet call, by the way, was from a reporter who is goenerally tough-minded. He had
what I regard as an irresponsible quastion at this time. I repeat this bocause it tells
me that with the recent develoments, the press is stretcidng for crazy stuff. You would,
I think, bo well advised to be even more eircuaspect thon you hove boan,
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