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sob smith (ce seruabei, coch) re vour 12/6 wnd cne. 12/17 12/9/1

sursuit ol the traciug of the pistol strikes me ac a rathoer vortimtiile roscareh
progucts rorhups you can slao oo further with the riilc order tluu loch and I have, wut 1
tldai you oy went to coocik ay file on tids. I also think Feul's reecolicetion will b o
beiter thon mine on thive ¢ w.skod vi 1% together wis he has coples of evepythdng L (.

& pineral cormantd Sernabeld 1 osn suthentic expers, nc I think sou should uend him
a copy 5L your 12/7 seno with attachments (I have not tire now to read the attachmente but
4 respond in order that thio not et forpotten in tle oress of too gty things)e lot Ly
secn reasonable on the basis of logic may not be on the basls of ballisties, for examplc. i
~m souding hdm the carbon of your 12/8 o uc.

What loeh and T 4 wve 4001 oovnn the oo

ko ecoien

: Vool tusted (. oatvely
as i reeall) frouloa and repuris linadequute/ on the trucing of $he .wgsnszines thure, It seng

to me that there was & my: teriously, pretendedly official visitor before the Fil,

“n assertuent of poople, including Cerrison an: I thdnic opregue, have conjoctured that
some kind of explosiv. wmo was used, e n Dovidson postulated ice bullets. I sec no rezson
for aupythdn, like these forout things, perticularly not if the il was plantod to be fowid
and was not used, es is my bolief. They necdlessly complicste the cntire affair and introe
duce ( ~ernabei can tell you if this 4= wrong) hazards in return for no £oine The mont
important single factor in & .uccessful assassiiation, aside from the competcnce of the
shooters, is true flizht of thc projectiles. Explovive bullets :mo thing: of 4het sort
&re not as dependable in :lisht and, with cood mar.smcn, gerve no recl need. The weapon
and the type of amo used depend upon the conditions of tie agoassinetion, Yor exnmple, if
it were to be other tlum close (and any port of Dealey Plaza is close to the most remote
part in torms of shooting) & szall-calibre, high-velocity ammo iu best, for th: lighter
wel bt of the arojectile and its hisher velocity give 1t a flatter traj:ctory over a longer
ranges snd this idnd of a.mo, in the rieaddily-oviilable hunting or verminting varietles, is
designed to mmshroom and fragment on impact, s humanitarian considerstion when used aguingt
exdudls, Lorger calibres boehave girdlarly, mat they require more onposition iu fragmenting
and rushrooming. s romsins relatively litile opuositione s bernabeil ex.lained i, to we
ie the sdng ascassination, the use of ,30<06 rather than «243 in the Hemington Loki-lore
line ickes it wore lilely that the shot would be & success vwere ghe wvindow of a car to nave
been botweon the shooter snd the victin, the difference being accounted for ny the greater
zans of the «%0-06 and thelarper size of the projectiled touding to carry uore ol it to the
tarzets He can probably explain this botter than I, or you con sec his explunation in ny fllen.

It is ¥y rocollection thut whot I lecatec 4o the archives i.:cludes or fits .hat loch
bad that shows the torn part of the page 1o identical with the rdscdng picce sont to nlein'sa,
Une aspeet thnt imy bo sorth further inguiry is t ¢ dependability of the handwriting anslysis
on wideh, as I recsall, all that orde: her 05e

L alaso hwve & osemdngton cutalogue you might find interesvin, L- plctures and descoribes
ell the amuo they nakic and ¢ives the characteristics. I also have relevant vees from standard
& urces on the innds of wao thet could have been uued in tho iing casce vome Loy hiolpe

Firgt £ would e this opinion: we have to gut awny froz th hongup thet mdlitary
a0 wao uscd in the orime. 4 do not believe it was and, agide from the slicged traces of
copor Tound on the Ji% clothin: in back only, which does not rean rmilitary arco but includes
i1, there is no evidence of which 1 kiow indieating timt it wase the behavior, or the behavior
as w. Lave becn 40lé anu as we huave been able to reconstruct, indicates that it waon't and
it was the vorst wdna to use for that Jobe Until I can arrange the priuting of FOUP 10NTHH I
ar not disclosing all L hnve on thise. The eimplest -ersusalon is the apectro cuse. If it backed
the fficisl uythology, do you doubt for & moment they'a withhola it and foree me to court on
it? Rather would they be anxlous for it to be Kiowm. and oy work on the pictures I showed you
and Yin suaser before the one pact has pone very far forward., The cntire story is fulse. A1l
of it, in all puarticulars.




Therc is another possibility in "late ds:ue® other than currency in the ad, one 1
consider more likely. "Iscue™ has a spocisl mesming in the sailitarye I think as used in this
ad it may well have been intendcd to nean a later model, ons issued to the troops latcre

On substicutions, particularly on inexpeuzive itens bought by nails * haven't used
the peileoran: houses much in recent yoers, but it vwas wlweys the stald.rd practisc o
substitute the simdluar if availablc when what was orvercd was note in thioue Casos, il socus
to me an order clerk included a printed or rimeographeu form so stating or asge a uolc on
the copy oi the order roturned with the shiments I think £1éin's woude huave done sonsthing
1lile thic in the noywl course of buskness. YU course, wh t is not ligh:ily disadlssed is the
official feilurc to check 1t all out snd provide & persuasive explanations as 1 recall, it
was cither Lgnored or clost to ite

One of the aspects of tnepe ads thet bave always interosie:dl me is the pureshsc of
Jwndier ptul’ than wa . necessary, boiter eculpucii voiig avadlaule i WOC SaC pilos DG
ity 1f L0 lmdt known chat he was doing, b could have boughit identieal crap for less in d.llas
and without leavin; the traces mail cntailed., The ads you copied show much Wiiter stufl ror
cloo:. to the Bume price, both rifles ana plstols, so if he got wiwt i atiributed o hiw,
he sure as hell didn't know what he was doing to begin witlie

wnother general comment, and thids addresses the matier ol explosive siu Sther
exotic bullets: I think successful ansassinations require the greastest siuplieity, in
concupt, execution and participants. ihe Sprague extension ol warrison is sheot lnsanity. S
Wiere could you find at least %0 ‘he had these on the scen:) who could escape detection
and peep thelr mouths closed? And what was the neec for fhem? Sume with umbrella siguals
{a conjecture mado easier by ign.ring the second onet). What need? Ur for radio? what is
wrong wit. the £irst shot as all the siznal needed, if any was? the nore conplicated we
nake ull of this, the morc wo escape reality, confuse outselves wii frusirate succus: e

On vecits I also do not expect he will gut access, but I regard it ag the worst
potential disaster if he should, there is too little political understuading und thiukinge
iz of now there is rulatively little we can learn from accoss to the Iilm anyway, for we
{meaning for the nost part I, glven the ethice aud depencadility of the critical conuunity)
iow oot of what it can ghowe And some of what 4t caunot. The many ways in which this can be ;
counter-productive have not dawncd on those who have not thought it through or lack the
knowledse of fact that is requisite for doing ite. It Was a serious error on lds purt uot
to discuss this with me first, particularly because le was privy to some of my ncwer data
anc knew what I was working on and hed en invitation to come herc to exsmine 21} of it dating
froz the Uslleck hearing. Perhaps in the days when we were restrieted to the 20 and what any
of us could extract from them such an approach, in vacuuo, could be juctified. but not nowe
Soy Cespite uy great respect for Cyril's coupetoence snd objectives, 1w satistiec thoi his
frustration in this cndeavor is in our intercest. in telling you this, L aleo tell you wiaat
you gy not know, that 1 wee the first to ask for access to this {ilm, the day it was winounced
that it had bocn transferred. +t took much to chuange wy tndnicing,

wincorely,

darold Wedsher:




