
W
oodw

ard and B
ernstein, D

ynam
ic D

uo, T
ogether A

gain 
B

y A
L

E
SSA

N
D

R
A

 ST
A

N
L

E
Y

 
It w

as like Sim
on sitting dow

n w
ith 

G
arfu

n
k
el o

r S
o
n
n
y
 retu

rn
in

g
 to

 
C

her. W
oodw

ard and B
ernstein w

ere 
sitting side by side, openly discussing 
the identity of D

eep T
hroat. S

tarting 
on the "T

oday" show
, and w

ending 
their w

ay from
 "G

ood 
M

orning A
m

erica" to 
"L

arry K
ing L

ive," the 
tw

o W
atergate report-

ers basked in the relief 
and reflected glory of 

g
iv

in
g
 n

am
e to

 th
eir an

o
n
y
m

o
u
s 

source at long last. 
T

h
ere w

as n
o

stalg
ia an

d
 also

 a 
certain old-fashioned charm

 to their 
courteous duet; W

. M
ark F

elt w
as 

B
ob W

oodw
ard's friend and source, 

but M
r. W

oodw
ard m

ade sure C
arl 

B
ernstein also got a chance to speak. 

M
r. W

oodw
ard did begin to look a bit 

strained, how
ever, as the day w

ore 
on. A

nd for once, theirs w
as a tale that 

did not carry an om
inous m

essage 
about the dom

inance of television. 
M

r. F
elt and his relatives did not call 

B
arb

ara W
alters o

r Jay
 L

en
o

 to
 

m
ake their announcem

ent, nor w
as 

he outed by "D
ateline" or "E

xtra!" 
• O

ne of the m
ore interesting, if m

inor, 
strains of the D

eep T
hroat story w

as 
counterintuitive: M

r. F
elt's identity 

w
as revealed in print (and in V

anity 
F

air, a m
onthly m

agazine at that). 
T

elev
isio

n
 m

erely
 p

ick
ed

 u
p

 th
e 

sco
o
p
 an

d
 am

p
lified

 it. S
o
m

e 3
0
 

years later the new
s m

edia haven't 
changed that m

uch. It's the political 
clim

ate th
at h

as d
ram

atically
 al-

tered. 
A

nd that w
as the m

ost striking im
-

age of the w
hole W

atergate reunion. 
T

w
o journalists fam

ous for protect-
ing a confidential governm

ent source 
w

ere b
ein

g
 celeb

rated
 at th

e sam
e 

m
om

ent that tw
o other journalists, 

M
att C

ooper of T
im

e m
agazine and 

Ju
d

ith
 M

iller o
f T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
T

im
es are facing possible jail tim

e 
for refusing to identify confidential 
governm

ent sources. T
echnically, at 

least, the N
ixon adm

inistration could 
have tried to force the W

ashington 
P

ost reporters to nam
e D

eep T
hroat 

but then, unlike now
, such a m

ove 
against the fourth estate w

ould have 
been political suicide. 

T
he W

ashington P
ost's form

er ex-
ecutive editor, B

enjam
in C

. B
radlee, 

told Jim
 L

ehrer of P
B

S
 that the expe-

rience "offers proof of the fact that 
anonym

ous stories —
 anonym

ous 
sources can be handled properly and 
be useful to society, and that w

hen 
you —

 before you throw
 reporters in 

jail for keeping their sources anony-
m

ous, you'd better be careful." 
T

he W
ashington P

ost w
as brave to 

confront the N
ixon W

hite H
ouse w

ith 
reports that w

ere m
ore aggressive 

than those of other new
spapers, but 

the new
spaper w

as also lucky to be 
first on an im

portant story during a 
tim

e w
hen the public's faith in the  

highest level branches of govern-
m

ent w
as eroding and journalists' 

credibility w
as on the rise. 

P
resident B

ush couldn't be luck-
ier. N

ow
, respect for the new

s m
edia 

has rarely been low
er, and the one 

m
ajor investigative piece conducted 

during his re-election cam
paign by 

C
B

S N
ew

s w
as botched, because D

an 
R

ather's report that M
r. B

ush used 
fam

ily connections to get in —
 and 

around —
 the T

exas N
ational G

uard 
relied on fake docum

ents. 
N

ot everyone w
as thrilled to dis- 

N
ostalgia and a 

certain
 ch

arm
 to

 th
eir 

co
u
rteo

u
s d

u
et. 

cover that D
eep T

hroat w
as the N

o. 2 
official of the F.B

.I., of course. M
any 

of the sam
e people w

ho w
ere N

ixon 
su

p
p
o
rters d

u
rin

g
 W

aterg
ate are 

now
 im

portant figures in or on televi-
sion, from

 P
at B

uchanan, the form
er 

W
hite H

ouse speechw
riter w

ho is a 
regular talk show

 com
m

entator, to 
R

oger A
iles, the chairm

an of F
ox 

N
ew

s w
ho w

as a m
edia adviser to 

R
ichard M

. N
ixon in 1968. (A

nd, of 
c
o
u
rse

, th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's fa

th
e
r, 

G
eorge H

. W
. B

ush, w
as chairm

an of 

the R
epublican N

ational C
om

m
ittee 

in 1973 w
hen the W

atergate scandal 
w

as reaching its peak.) 
N

o
t su

rp
risin

g
ly

, p
erh

ap
s, F

o
x

 
N

ew
s paid less attention to the reve-

lation than other 24-hour new
s net-

w
orks. M

r. B
ernstein and M

r. W
ood-

w
ard w

ere on C
N

N
 but not on F

ox. 
"W

h
en

 T
h

e W
ash

in
g

to
n

 P
o

st p
u

t 
them

 on low
-rated cable new

s net-
w

orks first, w
e decided to pass," the 

netw
ork's spokesm

an, P
aul S

chur, 
explained. F

ox used a clip of the leg-
en

d
ary

 d
u

o
 fro

m
 th

e "T
o

d
ay

" in
-

terview
 on N

B
C

 and also gave am
ple 

voice to those w
ho view

ed W
atergate 

as a "m
edia putsch," Including a clip 

o
f o

n
e o

f th
e W

aterg
ate b

u
rg

lars, 
B

ern
ard

 B
ark

er, th
en

 w
o
rk

in
g
 fo

r 
the C

.I.A
., now

 alm
ost as elderly as 

M
r. F

elt, and w
ho indignantly com

-
plained that w

hen he saw
 M

r. F
elt's 

"w
eak chin" he knew

 at once that he 
w

as not a m
an of honor. 

T
he list of fam

ous m
ysteries keeps 

grow
ing shorter. In 2000, the V

atican 
revealed the T

hird S
ecret of F

atim
a, 

and now
 T

he W
ashington P

ost has 
co

n
firm

ed
 th

e' id
en

tity
 o

f D
eep

 
T

hroat. 
"It's lik

e h
av

in
g

 tried
 to

 p
ro

tect 
so

m
eth

in
g
 p

recio
u
s fo

r all th
ese 

years that you carry around, and for 
the first tim

e it's not there to protect 
hi your pocket anym

ore," M
r. B

ern-
stein told M

att L
auer of N

B
C

. "It's a 
very strange feeling." 

T
he 

T
V

 
W

atch 


