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F
elt Is P

raised as a H
ero and C

ondem
ned as a T

raitor 
B

y K
A

T
H

A
R

IN
E

 Q
. SE

E
L

Y
E

 
W

. M
ark F

elt's disclosure that he 
w

as D
eep T

hroat has sparked a de-
b
ate ab

o
u
t w

h
eth

er h
e sh

o
u
ld

 b
e 

p
raised

 as a h
ero

 fo
r leak

in
g

 In
-

form
ation to T

he W
ashington P

ost or 
condem

ned as a traitor for going out-
side the legal system

. 
H

is fam
ily has sought to portray 

him
 as a hero, and by prodding him

 
to

 d
isclo

se h
is id

en
tity

 as a secret 
source for T

he P
ost in the W

atergate 
scandal, has taken steps to shape his 
legacy in a positive light. 

A
 g

ran
d

so
n

 o
f M

r. F
elt, N

ick
 

Jones, said W
ednesday as he left his 

house in Santa R
osa, C

alif.: "W
hat he 

did w
as the right thing to do. H

eroic. 
H

e's an honorable guy. H
e's alw

ays 
b
een

 g
u
id

ed
 b

y
 a real stro

n
g
 co

n
-

science. W
e stand behind him

 and 
w

hat he did." 
B

ut M
r. F

elt's role as a new
spaper 

inform
er raises questions about the 

obligations of officials at institutions 
like the F

.B
.I. S

hould those obliga-
tions be defined as adhering to the 
reg

u
latio

n
s o

f th
e b

u
reau

 an
d
 th

e 
law

s about releasing secret inform
a-

tio
n

? O
r is th

ere a h
ig

h
er callin

g
 

w
hen law

 enforcem
ent officials think 

that they are being obstructed at the 
highest levels of governm

ent? 
P

atrick J. B
uchanan, w

ho w
orked 

in R
ichard M

. N
ixon's W

hite H
ouse,  

to
ld

 an
 in

terv
iew

er th
at M

r. F
elt, 

w
ho w

as the N
o. 2 official at the bu-

reau w
hen he becam

e an anonym
ous 

source for T
he Post, w

as a snake. 
B

ut other people said the situation 
w

as less clear-cut, w
ith som

e experts 
saying they are w

ithholding judg-
m

ent until they can [earn m
ore about 

M
r. F

elt's m
otives. 

"If this w
as a vendetta, then that 

w
o
u
ld

 d
ev

alu
e w

h
at h

e d
id

," said
 

R
obert D

allek, the presidential histo-
rian

. "B
u
t p

eo
p
le n

ev
er o

p
erate 

strictly out of one m
otive or another. 

H
e w

as clearly offended by the con-
stitu

tio
n
al b

reach
es th

at h
ad

 o
c-

curred, but he w
as probably fueled 

by a certain am
ount of resentm

ent at 
the politicization of the F.B

.I. 
"W

hat this revelation brings into 
focus is the fact that the second in 
com

m
and in the F

.B
.I. w

ould turn to 
T

he W
ashington P

ost to uncover the 
skullduggery at the W

hite H
ouse. 

"T
hat speaks volum

es about the 
tensions he had w

ith the N
ixon W

hite 
kouse. H

e w
as obviously angry at 

them
. A

nd one can interpret that in 
different w

ays. W
as it the product of 

his resentm
ent at not being nam

ed 
director after H

oover? O
r w

as it be-
cause he w

as such a principled m
an 

that he w
as deeply offended at their 

violations of the C
onstitution?" 

Jo
h
n
 W

. D
ean

, N
ix

o
n
's W

h
ite  

H
ouse counsel and the governm

ent's 
m

ain inform
er in the W

atergate in-
vestigation, said he had "m

ixed em
o-

tions" about M
r. F

elt's activities. 
"I have great em

pathy for som
e-

o
n

e w
h

o
 d

ecid
es th

ey
're g

o
in

g
 to

 
blow

 everything up," said M
r. D

ean, 
w

ho rocked the nation w
ith testim

o-
ny that he told N

ixon that there w
as a 

cancer grow
ing on the presidency. 

O
n the other hand, M

r. D
ean said, 

M
r. F

elt w
as a top national law

 en-
fo

rcem
en

t o
fficer an

d
 ig

n
o
red

 th
e 

ch
ain

 o
f co

m
m

an
d
 b

y
 g

o
in

g
 to

 a 
new

spaper instead of superiors. 
"M

otive determ
ines how

 you look 
at him

," M
r. D

ean said. "If his m
o-

tive is sour grapes, that isn't terribly 
n

o
b

le," a referen
ce to

 rep
o

rts th
at 

M
r. F

elt w
as angry that he had not 

been appointed director of the bu-
reau. 

M
r. D

ean theorized that M
r. F

elt 
m

ay not have been alone in relaying 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

r sen
d
in

g
 sig

n
als to

 
B

o
b
 W

o
o
d
w

ard
 o

f T
h
e P

o
st. M

r. 
W

oodw
ard acknow

ledged in a state-
m

ent on T
uesday that M

r. F
elt w

as 
D

eep T
hroat but also said m

any oth-
ers had contributed to reporting. M

r. 
D

ean said, "If there is a sm
all group 

of F
.B

.I. agents w
ho w

ere w
orking 

w
ith him

 to take dow
n the president, 

that isn't very noble, either." 
F

loyd A
bram

s, the F
irst A

m
end- 

m
ent law

yer w
ho is defending tw

o 
reporters, including one from

 T
he 

N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es, and their use of 

confidential sources, said M
r. F

elt 
had behaved honorably. 

"S
om

etim
es, adherence to pre-ex-

isting rules asks too m
uch of people," 

M
r. A

bram
s said. "In this case, M

ark 
Felt served the public enorm

ously by 
breaking ranks and assisting in the 
exposure of ongoing repeated gov-
ernm

ental m
isconduct. I think he'll 

be rem
em

bered w
ell w

hen the histo-
ry of this period is w

ritten." 
A

sked if M
r. Felt broke the law

, he 
said: "W

ithout know
ing precisely 

w
hat he said or did, it's hard to say. 

T
ak

in
g
 as g

o
sp

el W
o
o
d
w

ard
 an

d
 

B
ernstein's description of the hints 

and nudges he gave them
 along the 

w
ay, it's very unlikely he broke the 

law
. B

ut he probably did act inconsis-
tently w

ith the rules and regulations 
that exist to guide and lim

it the be-
havior of F.B

.I. personnel. 
"L

ike a lot of im
portant sources, 

he provided inform
ation he w

as not 
authorized to provide. B

ut he served 
the country by doing so." 

M
r. D

ean said M
r. F

elt could have 
conceivably been charged w

ith steal-
ing governm

ent inform
ation or dis-

clo
sin

g
 co

n
fid

en
tial m

aterial th
at 

m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 p

art o
f th

e W
a-

tergate inquiry. 



Howard aloareitieseret Waving News via Associated Press 

W. Mark Felt, then working in Salt Lake City, posed in this 1958 photo. 


