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`Fatal Deception' 
By Laurence Vitt°. 

Every November, Marina Os-
wald (Helena Bonham Carter) tells 
writer David Lifton (Robert Pi-
cardo) in "Fatal Deception: Mrs. 
Lee Harvey Oswald" there are 
stories about the "wife of the 
assassin." 

This year, the 30th anniversary 
of the still-mysterious and ever-
intriguing JFK assassination, 
NBC's wife-of-the-assassin offer-
ing is a magnificently done two-
hour telefilm airing as its "Monday 
Night at the Movies." 

And although it seems to add 
little more than grateful familiarity 
with both Marina and Lee Harvey 
(Frank Whaley) plus the usual nu-
ances of unsubstantiated doubt to 
the eternal murder mystery, it 
shows that a movie made for tele-
vision is fully capable of rivaling its 
big-screen relatives in quality, in-
tensity and impact. 

Much of that is due to Steve 
Bello•s superbly understated 
script, Robert Dornhelm's general-
ly unobtrusive but creative direc-
tion (note the repeated shots from 

Film tells personal story of Marina 
Oswald (Helena Bonham Carter). 
and of second-story windows as if 
resonating from the Book Deposi-
tory), and the location shooting in 
Dallas and Moscow. 
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All these factors allow the uni- 
formly excellent cast of actors to 
convincingly explore the emotion-
ally and historically charged roles 
they are playing. 

Most credit, however, is due to 
Carter (who will be familiar to 
viewers for her role in "Hovrards 
End") who uses a superb tech-
nique (not only is her Russian ac-
cent nearly flawless, it changes 
beautifully the longer she is in the 
United States) and a lot of subtle 
touches and physical gestures 
(such as her hurrying to the door 
to let Oswald into her uncle's 
apartment) to indelibly touch Mari-
na Oswald with affection far more 
than with pity. 

Whaley as Oswald is also excel-
lent, but his role is necessarily 
more vague, and in that vagueness 
lies the film's weakness. 

Although "Fatal Deception" is 
sensationally billed as Marina tell-
ing her story for the first time, this 
two-hour telefilm is more a story 
of a brave woman whose husband 
happened to be a presidential as-
sassin than a major historical 
revelation. 
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