
Henry irairne, une of tnose British 
„journalists wha'delights-in picking• Yin4 

kees apart. This highly readable polemic, 
laced with quotes by JFK and his gab- . 
bier New Frontiersmen, is damning and 
unforgiving. Should be red , meat for 
Republicans. 

Fairlie's Kennedy is politically con-
ventional, more conservative, and far 
less idealistic than previously adver-
tised. JFK was unquestionably more 
charismatic than Nixon in " 1960, but 
just as cornball and centrist. (In Bloomer, 
Wisconsin, JFK informed farmers that 
"the American cow is the 'foster mother' 
of the human race and a great aSset 
to the nation.") He queried Billy Gra-
ham for biblical quotations for the 
inaugural address. He appointed hard-
liners to top jobs, including General 
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KENNEDY PROMISE, 

By NICK ITE.1111VIE§ 

AS WE SLIP further into the seven- 
- ties, we look back on those violent six- ' 

ties and wonder what made them that 
way. Were they not destined to be re-
splendent with accomplishment, when 
John F. Kennedy was, inaugurated 12 , 
years ago, magnificent hi phrase with 
". . . ask not what your country can do 
for you . . ."? Was this not to be the 
Leadership for the Sixties, provided by 
a new generation_ of Americans which 
Kennedy advertised in edging out Rich-
ard Nixon? How did it come to pass 
that our cities burned, our military 
might was squandered in the bloody 
mud of Vietnam for a decade, and the 
charismatic figures who were to lead 
us were murdered?. Did the wrong peo-
ple get ahold of the Republic in 1961? 

The decade and Kennedy's influence 
on it are being harshly reassessed. First, 
it - was David Halberstam's The Best - 
and the Brightest, a huge, dour indict-
ment of the men of reputed excellence 
whom Kennedy brought to Washington 
and who planned and executed the Viet-
nam war. The Kennedy Neurosis, by 
Nancy Clinch is forthcoming. Now we 
have The Kennedy Promise, a severe 
examination of the Kennedy method by 

"• 



The-Politics of Expectation.  

By Henry Fairlie 
Doubleday. 376 pp. $7.95 

,Curtis LeMay as Chief of Air Staff, 
because he liked decisive toughness. 
Kennedy's thinking, as Fairlie analyzes 
it, was more simplistic than subtle, 
hence; his mission as Commander-in-
chief of the Grand Alliance in"the cold 
war. 
_ Domestic policies, including' civil 
rights, were second to his global 
thoughts (Nixon, too?). Kennedy dallied 
on his promise to order desegregation of 
public housing. He had to be , pushed 
into eating for civil : rights legislation. 
Martin Luther King accused his Amin
istration of—tokenism. When the now= 
historic. March on Washington Was plan-
ned in 1963, Kennedy lira asked Negro 
leaders to-- call It off,- then 'seeingit was - 
a reality; welcomed its leaders with an 
ingratiating, "I have a dream." Famil-
iarity breeds votes. :?.#a fitp 

Meanwhile, back on the Media *Witt 
the Kennedy rhetoric, the entertaining 
press conferences, the gay renditions 'of 

'hisUaMelot in",:pheto and On TV scidetW" 
lifted the populace into •fantastic eipect-, 
ancy, the way Fairlie writes and docu-
ments it. Kennedy's constant cries "for 
a sense of purpose and destiny (Fairlie 
quotes Harold Macmillan's "If the peo-
ple want a sense of purpose they should 
get it from archbishops") partieularIT. 
annoys the author. It sounded like war-
time.-"I think to be an American in the 
next: decade," Kennedy had declared, 
'will be a hazardons experience. We Will 
live on the edge of danger." Kennedy 
urged the American giant to show his 
muscle. Presidential meetings be'came 
football "huddles." Vigorous games, 50- 

speed-reading, jet trip after 
jet trip. It started terribly fast. Very 
early, McGeorge Bundy,Observed: " . . 
we are like the Harlem Globetrotters, 
passing forward, behind, sidewise and 
underneath. But nobody has made a 
basket yet"  
• 4' Now At's almott incrediblefor -mm'.  
to recall how President Eisenhower and 
his defense secretary, Thomas Gates, 
futilely pleaded that the United States 
had adequate defense and security, that 
there was no "missile gap," that no in-

' ternational crisis existed. The disbe-
lieving Washington Post sarcastically 
editorialized, 	(Continued on page 3) 
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"N
o longer, presum

ably, need w
e w

orry 
about the lethal pow

er of the big bruiser 
n
ex

t d
o
o
r w

ith
 th

e clu
b
, o

n
ce w

e are 
to

ld
 th

at h
is h

eart is p
u

re." W
alter 

L
ippm

ann sim
ilarly chided E

isenhow
er, 

and K
ennedy bounded across the R

e-
p
u
b
lic, cry

in
g
 "m

issile g
ap

." A
s th

e 
new

, 
P

resid
en

t, h
e d

id
 a d

u
m

b
 th

in
g
 

in subsequently telling K
hruschev that 

th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s e
n
jo

y
e
d
 a

 c
le

a
r 

- superiority in the arm
s race. T

he S
oviet 

leader interpreted this disclosure as a 
threat, and storm

ed hom
e to return the 

threat in kind. 
IIn

d
e
e
d
, a

s -F
a
irlie

 te
lls it, Jo

h
n
 F

. 
K

ennedy w
as a P

resident in search of 
a w

ar. G
uerrilla w

arfare and the G
reen 

B
erets fascinated him

. T
hus, there w

as 
- to be counterrevolution to the S

oviets 
and C

hinese—
w

hich am
ounts to getting 

into the sam
e subversive bed w

ith the 
... 

C
o
m

m
u
n
ists. Jam

es B
o
n
d
, th

e C
IA

, 
it's "one-m

inute-to-m
idnight" in L

atin 
' A

m
erica, C

uban m
issile crisis, rushing 

troops to the E
ast G

erm
an border, ex-

h
o

rtatio
n

s fo
r fallo

u
t sh

elters (N
ew

 
F

rontiersm
an prescribed but never in-

stalled them
), the m

ilitary situation-room
 

m
entality, w

arnings about nuclear at-
tack, constant crisis and alarm

—
all gave 

strong m
en, fearful w

om
en and obedient , 

schoolchildren the w
illies in those K

en-
n
ed

y
 d

ay
s. . 

F
oreign policy w

ent askew
. T

he sim
- 
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plistic lum
ping of L

atin, A
m

erica's di-
verse nations into one region, and the 
h
o
p
e th

at th
eir acq

u
iescen

t lead
ers 

w
ould m

eet, say, in P
uerto R

ico, to dis-
cu

ss d
em

o
cratic w

ay
s w

ere reflected
 

in
 th

e failu
re o

f th
e A

llian
ce fo

r P
ro

- 

g
ress. R

elatio
n
s w

ith
 th

e n
atio

n
s o

f 
E

urope floundered. K
ennedy w

anted us 
to be "the w

atchm
en • on the w

alls of 
. w

orld freedom
" but seem

ed unqualified 

1  to lead tit atop the w
all. It w

as catching 
u
p
 w

ith
ih

im
 w

h
en

 h
e w

as trag
ically

  

k
illed

 in
 D

allas, o
n
 a d

ay
 w

h
en

 h
e 

boasted record boosts in defense spend-
ing, told how

 his adm
inistration had 

doubled strategic air forces and ready 
n

u
clear w

eap
o

n
s an

d
 "in

creased
 o

u
r 

special counter-insurgency forces w
hich 

are now
 engaged in S

outh V
ietnam

 by 
6

0
0

 p
er cen

t." K
en

n
ed

y
 jam

m
ed

 h
is 

thum
b in the air as he cried, "T

his re-
q
u
ires sacrifice b

y
 th

e p
eo

p
le o

f th
e 

U
nited S

tates, but this is a very danger-
ous and uncertain w

orld." 
F

airlie also treats of R
obert K

ennedy 
w

h
o
 cam

e to
 rev

erse. h
is b

ro
th

er's 
course, but not his urgent rhetoric. L

ike-
w

ise, T
eddy is hardly the m

odel of rhe-
torical restraint and seem

s ready to stir 
those old expectations. F

airlie doesn't 
blam

e it all on the K
ennedys. H

e sees a
 

positivist, puritanical flaw
 in A

m
erica 

w
hich falls prey to anxiety and seductive 

royalty. 
F

airlie set out to kick the stuffings 
out of K

ennedy, but overdid it. B
alance 

an
d
 fairn

ess w
eren

't h
is in

ten
t. T

h
is 

clev
er, h

ig
h

ly
 th

em
atic b

o
o

k
 sh

o
u

ld
 

rouse aging N
ew

 Frontiersm
en to valiant 

defense. B
ut I suspect that m

uch of the 
fight is drained, and w

hat rem
ains has 

ferm
ented to deep resentm

ent and host-
ility for R

ichard N
ixon w

ho is as uncom
-

fortable in their W
ashington as they are 

to have him
 here. K

ennedy flair and 
vigor in this N

ixonian tim
e? C

harism
a 

and 15 cents w
ill get you a cup of coffee 

these days. 	
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