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suicide charges against tanks. 
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coded cable traffic, the Japanese acti-
vated 14 "S

pecial L
anding F

orces" of 
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Use of Suicide weapons 
fabric frames made them hard for 
Amex;lean radar to detect. One de-
coded cable claimed that one of these 
slow biplanes had crashed into the 
USS Callahan. sinking it immediately. 

So desperate were Japan's final 
hours that it began to use fast-burning 
alcohol as an aircraft fuel and to store 
aviation fuel in eaves instead of tanks 
above ground. On at least three occa-
sions, according to the decoded cables, 
the Japane'se moved troops on hospi-
tal ships to avoid attack. 

By July, 1945, the Japanese had no 
battleships, one cruiser and one air-
craft carrier. The fleet also had 32 de-
stroyers and 45 submarines. 

In the last months of the war, the  

United States was sinking 73,000 tons 
of Japanese shipping a week. In June 
alone, 90 Japanese merchant ships ag-
gregating 290,000 tons were sunk. A 
single airraid on the city of Aamori,ime

)  
, 

raft. North Honshu in late July left 90 peA 
cent of the city's population homelese 

When the first atomic bomb fell  
Hiroshima, the Japanese instruc 
their fighter pilots to "fire at all pare' 
chutes" during air attacks since the 
first atomic bomb had fallen by para-
chute. When the second bomb fell on 
Nagacaki, one decoded message read: 
"There is no defense measure against 
these weapons." - 


