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Olt 
K

eeping C
IA

 secrets . 

an
d
 th

e failed
 rescu

e m
issio

n
 in

 Iran
 

g
iv

e ad
d
ed

 am
m

u
n
itio

n
 to

 th
o
se w

h
o
 

w
ant the cloak of secrecy to cover the 

C
IA

's d
ag

g
er o

n
ce ag

ain
. B

u
t n

eith
er 

past perform
ance nor present behavior 

can
 ju

stify
 h

id
in

g
 a so

rry
 reco

rd
 o

f 
m

isin
fo

rm
atio

n
 g

ath
ered

 ab
ro

ad
 an

d
 

• 
• 

crim
inal acts at hom

e. 

If S
en. D

aniel M
oynihan, D

-N
.Y

., has 
his w

ay, w
e m

ay never again know
 the 

d
etails o

f p
lo

ts an
d
 illeg

al 
acts 

by 
A

m
erica's secret services. 

F
u
tu

re C
o
n
g
ressio

n
al rev

iew
 m

ay
 

d
eterm

in
e w

h
eth

er th
e failed

 h
o
stag

e 
-rescu

e attem
p
t in

 Iran
 in

ten
d
ed

 to
 u

se 
n
erv

e g
as. B

u
t S

en
. M

o
y
n
ih

an
's p

ro
-

p
o
sed

 ex
em

p
tio

n
s fo

r th
e C

IA
 w

ill 
expressly prohibit journalists and ordi-
nary citizens from

 learning: 
—

 
"D

esig
n
, fu

n
ctio

n
, d

ep
lo

y
m

en
t, 

exploitation or utilization of scientific 
or technical system

s for the collection 
of foreign intelligence or counter-intel-
ligence inform

ation." 
—

 S
pecial activities, like overthrow

-
ing governm

ents, or intelligence activi-
ties, su

ch
 as sp

y
in

g
 o

n
 A

m
erican

s 
abroad. 

—
 B

ackground checks, such as inves-
tigations of academ

ics or journalists as 
potential sources. 

—
 In

tellig
en

ce o
r secu

rity
 co

n
tacts 

w
ith

 fo
reig

n
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

ts, su
ch

 as 
w

hen the C
IA

 asked foreign services to 
investigate A

m
ericans abroad. 

N
atu

rally
, th

e C
IA

 d
o

esn
't w

an
t all 

this inform
ation released. O

ur profes-
sional spies argue that the adm

inistra-
tive burden of processing F

reedom
 of 

In
fo

rm
atio

n
 A

ct req
u
ests is to

o
 g

reat, 
th

at little in
fo

rm
atio

n
 o

f co
n
seq

u
en

ce 
is released

, an
d
 th

at th
e ex

isten
ce o

f 
public access to som

e C
IA

 inform
ation 

co
m

p
ro

m
ises th

e in
tellig

en
ce g

ath
er-

ing process 

T
he adm

inistrative burden is expen-
sive —

 $2.6 m
illion a year —

 but hard-
ly a great price to pay to learn that the 
C

IA
 ro

u
tin

ely
 v

io
lated

 its ch
arter b

y
 

sp
y
in

g
 o

n
 A

m
erican

s at h
o
m

e, m
ain

-
tain

in
g
 files o

n
 law

-ab
id

in
g
 citizen

s, 
and testing dangerous drugs on unw

it-
ting subjects. 

A
n
d
 it is u

n
d
en

iab
ly

 u
sefu

l to
 learn

 
o
f th

e C
IA

's p
lan

s to
 m

u
rd

er fo
reig

n
 

h
ead

s o
f state, th

eir co
v
ert an

d
 illeg

al 
o
p
e
ra

tio
n

s o
n
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 c

o
lle

g
e
 

cam
p
u
ses, th

eir in
tro

d
u

ctio
n

 o
f L

S
D

 
into the A

m
erican consciousness, and 

their m
ind control program

's. 
O

n
ly

 if a case co
u

ld
 b

e m
ad

e th
at 

F
O

IA
 req

u
ests h

ad
 co

m
p
ro

m
ised

 th
e 

in
tellig

en
ce g

ath
erin

g
 p

ro
cess —

 o
r 

that our secret services had an unblem
-

ish
ed

 reco
rd

 o
f p

ro
v

id
in

g
 accu

rate, 
p

recise in
fo

rm
atio

n
 b

efo
re th

e C
IA

, 
b
ecam

e su
b
ject to

 F
O

IA
 scru

tin
y
 in 

1
9
7
4
 —

 w
o
u
ld

 th
e p

u
b
lic u

n
d
erstan

d
 

th
e ag

en
cy

's relu
ctan

ce to
 release its 

secrets. 
T

h
e C

IA
 arg

u
es th

at its so
u

rces -
fo

reig
n

 in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
cies, fo

reig
n

 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

ts, an
d
 A

m
erican

 in
fo

r-
m

ants —
 fear the F

O
IA

 w
ill harm

 the 
confidentiality of their covert relation-
ship w

ith the C
IA

. 
B

ut this argum
ent rings hollow

 from
 

an
 ag

en
cy

 th
at ab

an
d
o
n
ed

 its files o
n
 

lo
c
a
l a

g
e
n

ts w
h

e
n

 it fle
d

 S
a
ig

o
n

, 
d

eserted
 th

e ag
en

ts it h
ad

 in
filtrated

 
into N

orth V
ietnam

. 
T

he S
oviet invasion of A

fghanistan 

Jo
h

n
 B

lak
e, fo

rm
er actin

g
 d

irecto
r 

of C
entral Intelligence for the C

IA
, tes-

tified in 1976 that: 
.. th

ere is an
 in

h
eren

t ten
sio

n
 

b
etw

een
 th

e n
eed

s o
f an

 o
p

en
 so

ciety
 

and the requirem
ents of a secret intel-

ligence operation. I feel very strongly, 
that these tw

o opposing needs m
ust be 

reconciled. L
et m

e be frank. T
he 1974  

am
endm

ents to the F
O

IA
 and the ensu-

ing public interest constituted a som
e-

w
h

a
t tra

u
m

a
tic

 e
x

p
e
rie

n
c
e
 fo

r a
 

n
atio

n
al in

tellig
en

ce o
fficer w

h
o

 h
ad

 
been trained and indoctrinated to con-
duct his w

ork in secrecy. T
hese am

end-
m

en
ts req

u
ired

 a co
n
sid

erab
le ad

ju
st-

m
ent in attitude and practice. 
"I a

m
 p

ro
u

d
 to

 sa
y

 th
a
t m

y
 c

o
l-

leagues have w
orked very hard during 

th
ese p

ast 3
0
 m

o
n
th

s to
 m

ak
e th

e act 
w

ork according to the letter and spirit. 
W

e have been able to m
ake the neces-

sa
ry

 a
d
ju

stm
e
n
t. I a

m
 p

le
a
se

d
 to

 
report that, in fact, I think the A

gency 
is better off for it." 

A
nd so are w

e all. 
N

ew
spaper E

nterprise A
ssociation 


