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Jam
es J. K

ilpatrick:  .S tripping society, of defenses 
T

h
ro

u
g

h
 a n

ice iro
n

ical 
co

n
ju

n
ctio

n
 o

f ev
en

ts, th
e 

sam
e holiday w

eek that saw
 

th
e release o

f a rep
o

rt fro
m

, 
the A

ssassinations C
om

m
it-

tee saw
 release o

f a rep
o
rt 

from
 a S

enate S
ubcom

m
ittee 

o
n

 In
tern

al S
ecu

rity
. W

e 
never learn our lessons. W

e 
just keep repeating them

, 
T

h
is w

a
s a

 fa
re

w
e
ll a

d
-

d
ress fro

m
 th

e S
en

ate su
b

-
co

m
m

ittee. T
h
e n

ew
 ch

air-
m

an
 o

f S
en

ate Ju
d

iciary
, 

E
d
w

a
rd

 M
. K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 o

f 
M

assach
u

setts, is d
isb

an
d

-
in

g
 th

e staff an
d
 d

isp
o
sin

g
 

o
f.th

e files th
at o

n
ce p

ro
-

v
id

e
d

 so
m

e
 in

sig
h

t in
to

 
d
o
m

e
stic

 te
rro

rism
 a

n
d
 

j 

esp
io

n
ag

e. T
h

e o
u

tg
o

in
g

 
ch

airm
an

, Jam
es E

astlan
d

 
o
f M

ississip
p
i, d

eliv
ered

 a 
valedictory: 	

s 	
. 

"It should be cause for re-
flectio

n
.".  sa

id
 E

a
stla

n
d
, 

"that virtually no one in the 
m

ed
ia, n

o
 o

n
e in

 th
e C

o
n

-
gress, and no one In the ad-
m

in
istratio

n
 realizes ju

st 
h

o
w

 far w
e h

av
e g

o
n

e in
 

stripping society of the abil-
ity

 to
 d

efen
d
 Itself an

d
 d

e-
fen

d
 its citizen

s, in
 co

n
se-

q
u
en

ce o
f th

e ex
ag

g
erated

 
an

d
 u

n
d
ilu

ted
 em

p
h
asis o

n
 

privacy," 	
• 

E
astlan

d
 p

ro
v

id
ed

 so
m

e 
d
istu

rb
in

g
 ex

am
p
les. B

e- cau
se o

f law
s .p

rev
en

tin
g

 
em

p
lo

y
ers fro

m
 in

q
u
irin

g
 

into the crim
inal records of 

jo
b
 ap

p
lican

ts, a C
h
icag

o
 

nursing hom
e unknow

ingly 
h

ire
d

 a
n

 a
rso

n
ist. T

h
e
 

U
nited S

tates A
rm

y, seeking 
.to

 h
ire co

m
p
u
ter secu

rity
 • 

specialists for highly sensi-
tiv

e, secret w
o
rk

, w
as to

ld
 

, th
at C

iv
il S

erv
ice reg

u
la-

. 

tio
n

s p
ro

h
ib

ite
d

 a
 b

a
c
k

-
ground check for top secret 
clearance. 

In recent years, ow
ing to 

an
 o

b
sessiv

e so
licitu

d
e fo

r 
privacy and for civil rights, 
virtually every m

echanism
 

fo
r in

v
estig

atin
g
 d

o
m

estic' 
subversion has been system

- 

atically
 d

estro
y
ed

. T
h
e o

ld
 

H
o

u
se C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 U

n
-

A
m

erican
• A

ctiv
ities v

an
-

ished long ago. T
he S

enate 
• c

o
u
n
te

rp
a
rt g

o
e
s o

u
t a

s 
K

ennedy com
es in. S

tate and 
local governm

ents, E
astland 

said, have perm
itted or even 

encouraged "a m
assive ero-

sio
n
" o

f law
 en

fo
rcem

en
t 

intelligence. T
he T

exas P
ub-

lie S
afety D

ivision destroyed 
its file

s fo
u
r y

e
a
rs a

g
o
. 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
, L

o
s A

n
g
eles, 

N
ew

 Y
ork, B

altim
ore, P

itts-
b

u
rg

h
 a

n
d

 o
th

e
r m

a
jo

r 
cities sim

ilarly have locked 
u
p
 o

r b
u
rn

ed
 th

eir reco
rd

s 
o

n
 v

io
len

t activ
ists o

f th
e 

L
eft and R

ieht. 

E
astlan

d
 rep

o
rts flatly

 
that "inform

ants are rapidly 
b
e
c
o

m
in

g
 a

n
 e

x
tin

c
t 

sp
ecies." T

h
e F

reed
o

m
 o

f 
In

fo
rm

atio
n
 A

ct h
as b

een
 

ab
u
sed

 so
 o

ften
 th

at an
 in

-
form

ant's identity no longer 
can be protected from

 com
-

pelled disclosure. E
lectronic 

su
rv

e
illa

n
c
e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 

d
rastically

 	
restricted

. 
F

ederal, state and local law
, 

en
fo

rcem
en

t ag
en

cies n
o
 

longer can exchange infor-
m

ation on suspected terror-.  
ists. 

 
E

verything in this area is 
d
ry

in
g
 u

p
. T

h
e h

ead
 o

f th
e 

S
ecret S

erv
ice to

ld
 E

ast-
lan

d
's su

b
co

m
m

ittee th
at 

the S
ervice is getting only 25 

per cent of the Inform
ation 

it used to receive. It w
ounds 

th
e ten

d
er sen

sib
ilities o

f 
N

azis, K
lansm

en, C
om

m
u-

nists and anarchists even to 
in

q
u
ire in

to
 th

eir activ
ities 

and associations. It is as it a 
farm

er, o
u
t o

f a b
izarre re-

spect for the rights of horse 
th

ie
v
e
s, h

a
d
 d

e
c
id

e
d
 to

 
leav

e h
is b

arn
 d

o
o

rs u
n

-
locked every.  night. 

H
o

w
 -h

as th
is sh

o
ck

in
g

 
situation com

e about? It has 
resu

lted
 p

artly
 fro

m
 p

ast 
abuses by law

 enforcem
ent 

ag
en

cies, n
o
tab

ly
 th

e F
B

I. 
B

ut it also has resulted from
  

th
e p

o
licies, attitu

d
es an

d
 

th
e n

aiv
ete o

f th
e lib

eral 
c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 —

 fro
m

 th
e
 

o
v
erreactio

n
 o

f th
e k

in
d
 o

f 
liberals w

ho dom
inated the 

H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on 

A
ssassinations. 
O

n
e sig

h
s, th

erefo
re, to

 
read

 th
e reco

m
m

en
d

atio
n

s 
of the H

ouse m
em

bers. H
av-

in
g
 h

ad
 a h

an
d
, d

irectly
 o

r 
in

d
irectly

, in
 d

ism
an

tlin
g

 
o

u
r m

ech
an

ism
s fo

r in
ter-

n
al secu

rity
, w

h
at d

o
 th

ey
 

ask? T
hey ask that the m

ech-
anism

s be put back together. 
T

hey urge new
 legislation to 

p
ro

tect u
s fro

m
 co

n
sp

ira-
cies, kidnapping and assassi-
n

atio
n

. T
h

ey
 w

an
t a fresh

 
lo

o
k

 at restrictio
n

s o
n

 th
e 

use of inform
ants and elec-

tronic surveillance devices. 
T

h
ey

 w
an

t to
 co

o
rd

in
ate 

"the gathering, sharing and 
a
n

a
ly

sis o
f in

te
llig

e
n

c
e
 

inform
ation." 

W
h
a
t is re

q
u
ire

d
 is 

a 
sen

sib
le b

alan
ce b

etw
een

 
civ

il rig
h
ts an

d
 co

m
m

o
n
. 

sense. John G
acy, suspected' 

o
f 3

2
 m

u
rd

ers in
 Illin

o
is: 

m
ay have rights of privacy; 

but these rights ought not to 
b

e co
n

stru
ed

, m
etap

h
o

ri-
catty

 sp
eak

in
g
, in

 o
rd

er to
 

protect him
 in seeking a job 

as co
u
n
selo

r in
 a h

o
m

e fo
r 

orphan boys. 
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