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W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 M

any conserva-
tives voted

 for R
on

ald
 R

eagan
 to cu

t 
ou

t th
e sleazy con

flicts of in
terest of 

th
e C

arter d
ays, to gu

ard
 again

st th
e 

p
o
w

er a
b

u
ses o

f th
e 6

0
's a

n
d

 ea
rly

 
70's, to give in

vestors con
fid

en
ce th

at 
corp

orate b
rib

ery w
as n

ot con
cealed

 
in

 p
u

b
lic statem

en
ts, an

d
 to reverse 

th
e B

ig G
overn

m
en

t in
tru

sion
 in

to 
p

rivate lives th
at b

egan
 In

 th
e N

ew
 

D
eal. M

r. R
eagan

 h
as sh

ow
n

 h
is first 

sign
s of fallin

g on
 th

ose fou
r cou

n
ts. 

1) C
o
n
flict o

f In
terest. D

esp
ite last 

year's revu
lsion

 at th
e lu

st exh
ib

ited
 

b
y C

arter relatives an
d

 cron
ies for 

trad
in

g on
 th

e P
resid

en
tial n

am
e, th

e 
in

cu
m

b
en

t P
resid

en
t's son

, M
ich

ael 
R

eagan
, saw

 n
oth

in
g w

ron
g w

ith
 tak

-
ing a Job soon after the election selling 
m

issile p
arts to th

e G
overn

m
en

t. H
e 

rem
in

d
ed

 p
rocu

rem
en

t officers, in
 so-

licita
tio

n
 letters, h

o
w

 "
m

y
 fa

th
er's 

leadership" w
as Im

portant to them
. 

T
h

e in
cred

ib
ly b

lin
d

 W
h

ite H
ou

se 
reaction w

as to deny any Im
propriety, 

to
 ech

o
 J

o
d

y
 P

o
w

ell a
b

o
u

t fa
m

ily
 

m
em

b
ers h

avin
g to m

ak
e a livin

g, an
d

 
—

 b
elated

ly —
 to assign

 a law
yer to 

ad
vise fam

ily m
em

b
ers h

ow
 to stay 

clean
. T

h
is left It to M

r. R
eagan

's re-
sen

tfu
l son

 to q
u

ote h
is fath

er as su
g-

gestin
g h

e n
ot w

rite an
y m

ore letters 
—

 as if th
e on

ly lap
se h

ad
 b

een
 to p

u
t 

In
flu

en
ce-p

ed
d

lin
g
 in

 w
ritin

g
. T

h
e 

R
eagan

 W
h

ite H
ou

se p
rob

lem
 is n

ot 
"

m
ed

ia h
ou

n
d

in
g,"

 b
u

t Its ow
n

 in
sen

-
sitivity to th

e sam
e ap

p
earan

ce of b
la-

tan
t Im

p
rop

riety ab
ou

t w
h

ich
 R

eagan
 

su
p

p
orters join

ed
 th

e m
ed

ia in
 righ

tly 
hounding C

arter. 

2) A
b

u
se o

f 
P

ow
er. W

e h
ave seen

 
h

ow
 A

ttorn
eys G

en
eral —

 esp
ecially 

th
o
se w

h
o
 co

n
sid

er th
em

selv
es su

-
p

rem
ely in

corru
p

tib
le —

 can
n

ot b
e 

tru
sted

 to in
vestigate vigorou

sly accu
-

sation
s of w

ron
gd

oin
g b

y th
eir b

osses 
or colleagues. 

W
illia

m
 F

ren
ch

 S
m

ith
, th

e lo
n

g
-

tim
e R

eagan personal law
yer w

ho now
 

serves as A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, w
an

ts to 
gu

t th
at p

art of th
e E

th
ics in

 G
overn

-
m

en
t A

ct th
at req

u
ires th

e ap
p

oin
t-

m
ent of special prosecutors in charges 

a
g

a
in

st h
ig

h
 F

ed
era

l o
fficia

ls. H
e 

th
in

k
s th

e n
orm

al Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t 

crim
inal process is enough. 

C
ertain

ly th
e act n

eed
s am

en
d

in
g 

to
 ra

ise th
e th

resh
o
ld

 fro
m

 a
 m

is-
d

em
ea

n
o
r to

 a
 felo

n
y
 ch

a
rg

e, a
n

d
 

to en
ab

le officials sin
gled

 ou
t b

y th
is 

act to b
e ab

le to ch
oose a S

p
ecial D

e-
fender to help fight back w

ithout going 
broke. 

B
u

t th
e p

rin
cip

le em
b

od
ied

 in
 th

e 
act is sound: no A

dm
inistration should 

b
e th

e p
rosecu

tor in
 Its aw

n
 case. T

h
e 

nature] instinct Is to cover up; only the 
fa

ct o
f, o

r th
rea

t o
f, in

d
ep

en
d

en
t 

prosecutors appointed by the court in- 

su
res In

flu
en

ce-free in
vestigation

 an
d

 
prosecution. 

3) B
ribery O

verseas. B
ill B

rock. the 
R

eagan
 sp

ecial trad
e rep

resen
tative, 

w
an

ts th
e F

oreign
 C

orru
p

t P
ractices 

A
ct relaxed

 to h
elp

 U
.S

. b
u

sin
essm

en
 

com
p

ete in
 foreign

 m
ark

ets. H
e su

g-
gests th

at th
e rep

ortin
g b

y accou
n

t-
an

ts to th
e S

ecu
rities an

d
 E

xch
an

ge 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 o

n
 th

is m
a

tte
r
 b

e
 

n
arrow

ed
, an

d
 th

at p
olicin

g b
e left 

to the less experienced Justice D
epart-

m
ent. 
S

u
ch

 am
en

d
m

en
ts w

ou
ld

 h
ave th

e 
effect of sayin

g to b
u

sin
ess: F

orget 
com

petition on the basis of price, prod-
uct and service —

 com
pete Instead on 

th
e size of p

ayoffs to corru
p

t foreign
 

p
rin

ces or p
ow

er b
rok

ers. T
h

at ap
-

proach Is bad business in the long run, 
an

d
 en

cou
rages b

u
sin

essm
en

 to con
-

ceal p
ayoffs in

 th
eir rep

orts to th
e 

S
.E

.C
. an

d
 to stock

h
old

ers. T
h

e on
ly 

sen
ator actively resistin

g th
is Is W

il-
liam

 P
roxm

ire, w
h

o Is tu
rn

in
g ou

t to 
be the m

ost principled conservative In 
the Senate. 

4) S
n

oop
in

g In
to P

rivate L
ives. T

h
e 

o
th

er d
a

y
, I receiv

ed
 a

 ca
ll fro

m
  

th
e F

.B
.I., w

h
ich

 w
as p

rop
erly an

d
 

rou
tin

ely ch
eck

in
g in

to th
e loyalty of 

A
m

bassador-designate A
rthur B

urns, 
an

 esteem
ed

 form
er colleagu

e. A
t th

e 
en

d
 of m

y en
com

iu
m

, th
e agen

t said
 

th
at u

n
d

er th
e F

reed
om

 of In
form

a-
tion A

ct, m
y com

m
ents w

ould be avail-
a

b
le to

 th
e p

erso
n

 b
ein

g
 ch

eck
ed

; 
th

e agen
t ask

ed
 if I w

ish
ed

 to claim
 

anonym
ity. 

C
ivil lib

erties w
ere n

ot alw
ays so 

w
ell p

rotected
. T

h
e F

reed
om

 of In
for-

m
ation

 A
ct is a b

lessin
g for th

ose w
h

o 
valu

e a ch
eck

 on
 G

overn
m

en
t sn

oop
-

ing. Individuals can now
 find out w

hat 
th

e F
.B

.I. file says ab
ou

t th
em

. E
ven

 
b

etter, in
d

ivid
u

als can
 force th

e F
ed

-
eral b

u
reau

cracy to d
isgorge ru

lin
gs 

m
ad

e w
ith

ou
t p

u
b

lic scru
tin

y, an
d

 
d

ocu
m

en
ts m

ore p
olitically em

b
ar-

rassin
g th

an
 secret. 

M
r. R

eagan's A
ttorney G

eneral evi-
d

en
tly fin

d
s th

e F
reed

om
 of In

form
a-

tio
n

 A
ct a

n
 a

n
n

o
y
a
n

ce. H
e h

a
s 

rev
ersed

 th
e p

o
licy

 su
p

p
o
rtin

g
 

F
.O

.I.A
. follow

ed
 b

y C
arter A

ttorn
ey 

G
eneral G

riffin B
ell, and now

 the Jus-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t in

ten
d

s to h
elp

 b
u

-
reau

crats w
h

o w
ish

 to h
id

e th
eir d

eal-
ings from

 taxpayers. (M
r. B

ell is look-
in

g b
etter every d

ay.) 
C

onservatives in office can persuade 
th

em
selves th

at th
ey are Im

m
u

n
e to 

con
flicts an

d
 ab

u
ses, th

at b
ein

g p
ro- 

bribery is being pro-business and that 
stop

p
in

g access to G
overn

m
en

t flies is 
in

 th
e In

terests of efficien
cy. B

u
t in

 so 
d

oin
g, th

ey b
etray som

e of th
e p

rin
ci-

ples that persuaded m
any of the voters 

to put them
 in pow

er. 


