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W
ebster E

ases T
ow

ard C
onfirm

ation 
A

 B
ou

qu
et to H

is F
B

I P
redecessor, R

ejection
 of E

arlier A
bu

ses 
B

y W
ard S

inclair 
ST • W

aalIn
gton

 P
eet S

taff W
riter 

J. E
dgar H

oover's nam
e didn't com

e 
u
p
 u

n
til ju

st b
efo

re lu
n
ch

tim
e. R

ich
-

ard N
ixon w

asn't m
entioned by nam

e 
until around 3 p.m

. 
T

h
ere w

as n
o
th

in
g
 b

u
t p

raise—
hearts and flow

ers, alm
ost—

for C
lar-

en
ce M

. K
elley

, w
h
o
 is g

iv
in

g
 u

p
 th

e 
F

B
I directorship F

eb. 15. 
S

en
ato

rs talk
ed

 ab
o
u
t ''b

lack
-b

ag
 

jobs," the leaking of personal inform
a-

tion to the press and the "sad events," 
as S

en. B
irch B

ayh (D
-Ind.) put it, that 

h
ave m

ade the F
B

I a targ
et o

f in
ten

se 
recent criticism

. 
In that atm

osphere yesterday, P
resi-

d
en

t C
arter's ch

o
ice to

 h
ead

 th
e F

B
I, 

fed
eral ju

d
g
e W

illiam
 H

. W
eb

ster o
f 

S
t. L

o
u

is, eased
 to

w
ard

 q
u

ick
 S

en
ate 

com
m

ittee approval. 
W

e
b
ste

r, 5
3
, a

 m
e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 

E
ighth U

.S
. C

ircuit C
ourt of A

ppeals 
since 1973, w

ill retu
rn

 to
 th

e S
en

ate 
Judiciary C

om
m

ittee today for a final 
round of questioning. 

S
everal public w

itnesses are sched-
u
led

 to
 testify

 b
u
t n

o
t su

b
stan

tial o
p
-

p
o
sitio

n
 to

 th
e n

o
m

in
atio

n
 h

as arisen
  

a
n
d
 e

v
e
n
tu

a
l flo

o
r c

o
n
firm

a
tio

n
 

seem
ed

 certain
 as o

n
e sen

ato
r after 

another indicated support for the M
is-

sourian. 
O

n
 th

e o
n
e su

b
ject w

h
ere W

eb
ster 

seem
ed vulnerable—

his m
em

bership 
in

 S
t. L

o
u

is so
cial clu

b
s th

at h
av

e n
o

 
b
lack

s—
h
e b

lu
n
ted

 p
o
ten

tial o
p
p
o
si-

tio
n
 b

y
 p

o
in

tin
g
 to

 h
is o

w
n
 effo

rts to
 

break dow
n racial barriers. 

D
u
rin

g
 clo

se q
u

estio
n

in
g

 b
y

 S
en

. 
E

dw
ard M

. K
ennedy. (3-M

ass.), W
eb-

ster flatly
 rejected

 th
e n

o
tio

n
 th

at h
e 

ought to drop out of the four clubs be-
cau

se th
ey

 h
av

e n
o

 b
lack

 m
em

b
ers. 

"I am
 as co

lo
r-b

lin
d

 as an
y

 m
an

 in
 

this room
," the R

epublican judge said. 
H

e noted that he had sponsored reso-
lutions in tw

o of the organizations—
a 

lu
n
ch

eo
n
 clu

b
 an

d
 th

e U
n
iv

ersity
 

C
lu

b
—

to
 reaffirm

 th
eir n

o
n

d
iscrim

i-
nation policies. 

W
ebster 4;efused 

rep
eated

ly
 to

 b
e 

d
raw

n
 in

to
 co

m
m

en
t o

n
 th

e sp
ecifics 

of various excesses of w
hich the F

B
I 

has b
een

 accu
sed

 in
 th

e p
ast, b

u
t h

e 
m

ad
e th

ese g
en

eral p
ain

ts, am
o
n
g
 

others: 
,• H

e w
ould resist any W

hite H
ouse 

attem
pts to involve the F

B
I investiga- 

tiv
e ap

p
aratu

s In
 p

o
litical activ

ities 
an

d
 h

e w
o
u
ld

 seek
 h

elp
 fro

m
 C

o
n
-

gress in resisting such high-level pres-
sures. 

• H
e w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t p

erm
it th

e F
B

I to
 

u
tilize p

ractices o
f th

e p
ast—

"b
lack

 
bag jobs" (illegal break-ins in search 
of evidence), subversion of social dis-
sen

t o
rg

an
izatio

n
s, d

iscred
itin

g
 in

d
i-

v
id

u
als w

ith
 leak

s o
f p

erso
n

al in
fo

r-
m

ation to the public. 
• H

e in
ten

d
s to

 step
 u

p
 th

e F
B

I's 
recru

itm
en

t o
f w

o
m

en
 an

d
 m

em
b

ers 
o
f m

in
o
rity

 g
ro

u
p
s fo

r p
o
sitio

n
s as 

ag
en

ts, b
u

t n
o

t at th
e ex

p
en

se o
f th

e 
ex

istin
g
 fo

rce as lo
n
g
 as ag

en
ts are 

perform
ing as expected. 

• H
e thinks cases of illegal acts by 

ag
en

ts an
d
 F

B
I o

fficials in
 th

e p
ast 

m
u

st b
e treated

 in
d

iv
id

u
ally

 an
d

 h
e 

declined to m
ake an overall statem

ent 
of attitude on their prosecution. 

W
h

ile W
eb

ster an
d

 m
o

st o
f th

e 1
4

 
senators w

ho interrogated him
 during 

the day-long season dealt in generali-
ties, h

e sco
red

 a n
u
m

b
er o

f p
o
in

ts 
th

at p
u
t h

im
 h

eav
ily

 o
n
 th

e sid
e o

f 
change in the agency. 

"M
y style m

ay be different than the 
p
o
p
u
lar co

n
cep

tio
n
 o

f 
a 

tough guy,  

b
u

t m
y

 d
e
te

rm
in

a
tio

n
 is ju

st a
s 

strong," he told S
en. Jam

es A
bourezk 

(D
-S

.D
.), w

h
o

 w
o

n
d

ered
 if W

eb
ster 

w
as to

u
g
h
 en

o
u
g
h
 to

 d
eal w

ith
 th

e 
F

B
I's "old bureaucracy." 

"D
o you think you are up to the job 

of facing dow
n those people?" A

bour. 
ezk w

ondered. 
"O

f co
u
rse I d

o
, o

r I w
o
u
ld

n
't b

e 
sitting here right now

," W
bester said. 

T
h
e S

t. L
o
u
is ju

d
g
e, a fo

rm
er U

.S
. 

attorney in M
issouri and executive of-

ficer o
n

 a N
av

y
 tan

k
er, co

n
ced

ed
 h

e 
had little adm

inistrative experience. 
B

ut he said he intended to continue 
the policies of K

elley —
 of w

hom
 he 

sp
o
k
e g

lo
w

in
g
ly

, callin
g
 h

is ten
u
re 

"o
u
tstan

d
in

g
" —

 an
d
 w

o
u
ld

 call o
n
 

o
u

tsid
e ex

p
erts, if n

ecessary
, to

 h
elp

 
h
im

 d
eal w

ith
 an

y
 ad

m
in

istrativ
e 

problem
s. 

W
eb

ster ag
reed

 in
 p

art w
ith

 S
en

. 
ficrbert B

yrd (D
-W

.V
a.) that agents in 

th
e field

 h
av

e a m
o
rale p

ro
b
lem

, b
u
t 

h
e said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 ap
p
ro

ach
 th

is b
y
 

clarify
in

g
 to

 th
em

 th
e lim

its o
f w

h
at 

th
ey

 can
 d

o
 an

d
 b

y
 d

efin
in

g
 m

o
re 

clearly w
hat is expected of them

. 
A

lth
o
u
g
h
 h

e m
en

tio
n
ed

 n
o
 p

recise 
case, W

ebster spoke forcefully on the 
lim

its he envisions for the agency and 
its 20,000-plus agents and em

ployes. 
H

e said, for exam
ple, that "there is 



no justification . . . for dirty tricks." 
He said the bureau has no right "to 
wage war on individual citizens." 

Responding to questions by Sen. 
James B. Allen (D-Aia.), he said he 
would rate both Kelley and Hoover as 
"oustanding" FBI directors, but 
dodged efforts to draw him into 
deeper comment on the Hoover era, 

Webster was nominated to the $57.- 
500.a.year job by President Carter 10 
'days ago after a months-long search 
for a successor to Kelley. Carter had 
pledged during the 1976 presidential 
campaign to put the FBI under_ a new 
director. 


