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010i.:::.I3SIoN I S FINDINGS: 

The Comission's report sets forth the official facts of the l. 
---i 	assassination of President Kennedy as we Lnew and reported them in 

substance to the Comission on 12-0-GS. iiamely, Oswald VAS the 	rt.'  
'' assassin, he acted alone, his actions the product of a disturbed mind'', 

showinz; an(u_rbe to find a place in history, a capacity for violenc ,C) 
llm 	

: ... 
a cOitn ten to comnnism and a resentment of authority. Of eventSu 	i  . 
iutiediately-foliowing the assassination it found no evidence of any; . , 7 
association*  with or conspiracy between auby and Oswald or amour.; any -:.: N 
outside factors, foreign or dolaestiC. 	 . 	ch,/ , 

• 
In criticism it finds the Secret Service vastly iradequato:; 	, 

to its assigned tas% in Koveriber, 19G3, It castil;ates the Dallas : ' il: .. ;'•,t 

1 

	

	

... 
Police Departiaent for its handling of the person of Oswald subsequent 
:to his arretit and for its eloalins with news media. It recouniLes: 	'' ':,.' 
.the failure of the Secret Service to define the criteria they needed .:-7 	0 
to properly proLect the President and to ma:ze proper requests of A a 144 

.Governuent agencies. 	 C. 	! .-. 1 
- 
;& 	. 	Concerning the FOI, the report states the FDI could have pro- 
i_vided more to,the Secret Service than profit referral of specific 
tthreats to Prsidential lAfety, 11:3 vas our policy prior to tiro assassi-
Illatien. While  not detailed on this point, it reports that the Bureau 

root: an undulyrctArict ive view of its role in protective intellit;cnce 
i work ;prior tc: the assassination." . 

• 
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ER. DUnONT - Lit. TOL:30N 

RE: REPOUF OF Tih EIESiDEliT'S commis:Ho/I 

In recommendation of procedures to improve protection 

the President, it proposes the formatio
n of a committee at cabinet s  

level to oversee the problems of protecting the President; the 

possible relocation of the duties of the
 Secret Service to another •'•:- 

agency, or in the alternative the appointm
ent of a responsible'. 	• , 

position in the Treasury Department to sup
ervise the Secret Service 

and to keep the Secretary of the Treasur
y informed as to its 

performance; that the facilities of Secret Service be completely over-

hauled, including the establishment of cri
teria of information it 

needs to properly protect the President; t
hat there be perfected a. 

closer association and liaison betwee
n the Secret Service and all 

Federal agencies; and, finally, that the President's physician ac-

company him on his travels; that Congress 
make the assassination 

of the President and Vice President a feder
al crime; that State 

Department refine procedures for dissemination of information
 concerning 

defectors to Soviet-bloc countries, and that representatives of the bars  

law enforcement and.news media work more 
closely to establish ethical 

standards concerning collection and prese
ntation to the public of , 

information so there will be no interference with pendin
g criminal 

investigations or rights of individuals to
 a fair trial. Here the 

Cdnmission is not clear but the implica
tions point to the Dallas 	 I  

Police Department, killing of Oswald, co
nduct of news media 	

4-1 k • 

representatives, Hark Lane, et cetera. • - 
.ii: 

1 • 	The report s
tates that both the Secret Service an

d the FBI have 	', ,t 

fulIy sufficient. Thu Commission does not believe that the liaison bos. 	
' 'i!V. 
• 4 

professed to the Commission that the li
aison between then was close and 

A kf  

tween the Yt.if and the Secret Service prior to the assassinat
ion was as 	% 1 N 

effective as it should have been. Wit
h regard to this comment, it is 

 

noted that prior to the assassination 
of President Kennedy the FBI 	 q. 

-,.. 	

.1 

k , 

disseminated to the Secret Service all i
nformation which came into • ,A W' 

.its possession which it believed would
 be of value to the Secret Ser- 

vice in carrying out its responsibilitie
s. It is noted that at no time 	;. 

did Secret Service express discontent nor did it furnish a written 

criteria regarding its needs. 

 

Since the assassination of the Presid
ent there was a complete 

are the subject of a separate memorandu
m that was prepared on 049-64 	

#f 

] 

i 

, 	. 

1 

re-evaluation of oiiir-dInriemination 
policy with regard to informatiOn.:.  

that Light be of interest to.::::,ecl-et Ser
vice, New criteria were es-

tablished and following the establishm
ent ,of the new criteria we have 

been following the new procedures whi
ch were adopted. These criteria 

.44 

2 

• 

• , 

•••• 	• 	• t; • 

4 61t, 

T. 7, •** • 



ER. 1311rONT - UR. TOLDON 
rh.-ka-oRT OP Till; Pr,,:siDENT's CoLauSSION 

1t 

In addition, we have determined that an-.1<ragen :tt<arn.ittee_ 
and program are being established_by the Treas ry Department)to 
velop more effective criteria lei diSeMliaition'of'data to Secret 

Service, The Committee will include representatives of the President's 

Office of Science and Technology, Department of Defense, Central In-

telligence Agency, FBI, and Secret Service. This Interagency Com-

mittee has not reached the stage of development to extend invitations 

to the FBI and others, but is expected to do so soon. It is noted 

that since the adoption of the Bureau's new criteria for dissemination, , 	:
V 

 

Secret Service has made available in writing to the Bureau the criteria  

upon which they desire to receive information. It is noted that the 

Durieauss criteria is broader in scope than the written criteria fur-

niOhed by Secret SerOce. 

The report of the Commission gives the Bureau credit for the 

amobnt of investigative effort since the assassination and mention
s 

that 00 additional FBI personnel were sent to Dallas to assist in the
 

investigation, that we had conducted more than 25,000 interviews and 

as of 9-11-64 submitted more than 2300 reports comprising some 25,
400 

pages. 

In referring to the identification of 20 latent fingerprints 

and 8 latent palmprints, the Commission discussed the identities 
other than Oswald that were identified with the latent prints. 

The 

Commission in their wording stated "most of the prints 
were found to 

have been placed on the cartons by an FBI clerk and a 
Dallas police 

officer." The true facts are that it vas determined that a clerk in 

the Dallas Office was identified with five latent f
ingerprints and 

one latent paimprint and the remaining latent fingerprints 
and four 

of the palmprints were determined to be those of a Dalla
s police of-

ficer. In connection with the clerk in the Dallas Office, he was 
re-

sponsible for the wrapping of the cartons for transmittal to the
 

Bureau. 

In discussing the shooting of Dallas police officer J. D. 

l'i lLN=t 1;(i:Nlys=1.01hI'lw(W1OtVti=T:;et:Msini"
ot-

It is noted the shoot ing of taro D:i1 1s policewoff leer by O~c:ald eras 

completely a local matter within thyurisdicti
on of the Dallas Po-

lice Department and the Bureau did ,n t atte
mpt to conduct any in- - 

ivestigation concerning this shooting. The 
Bureau did offer its • 

(------ 0 -usid1 
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LiR. BELL;o:u 	1:11. 1CLS011 
RE: 111:1ORT OF THE PiWSID;24T'S COMMISSION 

Laboratory facilities to the Dallas Police Department in this matter. . 
Ho interviews were conducted relative to the Tippit shooting until 
requests wore received from the President's Coumission to do so. 

Concerning the various interrogations of Lee Harvey Oswald, 
the Comiaission comments on the small size of the interview room in 
the Dallas Police Department and states that up to 25 different per 
sons participated. in these interviews. There is no clear cut state—
meat as to the number of individuals that participated in these in-
terviews at any given time. In this regard it is noted that 1 Agent 
participated in an interview on 11-22-0 and 1 Agent participated in 
two interviews on 11-23-0. 

, 	Comment is also made that Oswald was not represented with 
'counsel. The entire interviewing of Oswald was under the jurisdiction 
1 of the Dallas Police Department, not the FBI, and the Bureau had no 
!control over the conditions under which the interviews were taking , 
!place. 

p 	The report states an FBI Agent is quoted as stating the con- 
ditions at the Dallas Police Department were like Grand Central 
Station or the Yankee Stadium. The Agent in the footnote is identi-
fiecYas Special Agent Jamcs..i1...,11ost4. In this regard Agent Host40.8 
testimony does reflect that he ilaqe such a comient Oren testifying 
before the Presidel.11:2 Commission:,,,,.1:tss-.4,,,, 	%..,„,\ „liv..,TIC "s  

/ 	°t 
1,- - • . 	? 

t 	The report saIes.that the Director' 	a message to Dallas 
!Chief of.Police Curry on 11-22-63, urging the Chief to afford Oswald 
lutmost security. The repprt states Chief Curry did not recall receiv-
,ing this message. SAC Ohanklin assures that nn_oral_peqpag9 was de- 
livered by Special Agent manning C. Clements it lediatoly after receiv- 	i 0,1., 

In instructions ire tk the Bureau to :so advise Q.11,0 Cuxry.(SAe SA. Clements 
Dallas report 11/30/63, pago 29, paragraph 5). 	soi- "..:,-,-12,,---a-,r_211,---4-4.- ..4kv!.3 i z,,;,,, 

•...... ..4 ..,...,.2.role, • .  	• 

The report in discussing Chief Curry's period 'c press 	seS c)';, 
on the developments in the assassination during the initial stagp, 	 “.1  

quotes 	Director as being e:.-Arew)ly conceine woe:: thus° pres4'\ 

laaa.lal'and quotes'frou the Director's testimony in this regard. 
t.,  1 

1 F't 
Ii'' 

' 
In referr.,ng to interviews of Ruth Paine by Special Agent Nosty , 	I: 6, 

the reort states she was questioned concerning Oswald's whereabouts au:. 

promised to advise the FBI whore he was residing And also to furnish -'. 

the FBI any pertinent information concerning him. A comment is made 	' a 	.., 
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ference of degree noted in certain of the findi
ngs. These instances.  As ft matter of interest, in a few instances, 

there wan a dif- 

arc discussed in deta
il below. 

i: 

On pages 577 and 57G 
the report sets forth

 that FBI Laboratory 

experts identified all writing on a vaccina
tion certificate found among 

Oswald's belongings as being Oswald's hand
writing except the signature 

yA.J.Hidoel" which was too distorted to i
dentify or nonidentif

y. _Alwyn 

ole, Treasury Departm
ent document expert 

identified all writing includ- 

- "A.J.Ilideel" signature as being Oswald's. On the other hand, Cole 

iwas unable to identify or nonidentify a r
ubber stamp hit which belonged 

to Oswald with rubber stamp impressions on 
this vaccination cert

ificate. 

The FBI Laboratory expert was able to identify
 certain of the stamped 

words as having been L
iade by Oswald's sta

mp kit. These minor variances 

are riot contradictory and arc overshadowe
d by the conclusive 

agreement -

- f bOth experts that Oswald prepared most
 of the vaiting apelriug on 

,-4-,„ 1..- V Ct. ■■..)e-'e %* A Vr-r1.-r 4:". 	1.6.1% ela - :•.%1 eLt,-01 if-rk-bi.-;.- • 
t eertifica%e. \ ,--- 

On page 136 of tae report, relative te
/tli bullet that had bee 

fireci into tI!,e home of Laje • General' Edwin "11
-,IrSitier on April 101  1001  

the Corunissit:n relates that Joseph D. Vic
ol cOnchicted an independent • • 

examination:f the bullet and concluded
 that there is a fair probabilitf  

that the bullet was fired from the r
ifle used in the assassination. 	

. 

■ 

— 5 

foal 

a. 

cf! 
' • 	k'  
4 

. 	do/TN  os.,••■■•••••• • ... 	 nfr 
. 	re,  .311,7fM110,77.". 

•L ,t;?' 	..1- ••„.• 7; "f7t 
i• • '•••• 	• 	̂ 

Lill. D1141:011T 	11!:. TO.Lf.3011 

: '';te7i!.;'.1 .1  
. 	, 	: , 

. 	
.. 	• 	- 	4 : -.1.7, .' 	, • L 

that Ruth Paine vas n
ot asked to furnish O

swald's telephone numbe
r in 

Dallas and that she di
d not volunteer this i

nformation although Sh
e .".' '. 

had such information 
in her possession. 	

. 	
--.., 	

.:,, 

. 	 .. 

The Commission has re
lied very heavily upo

n the technical find-

ings of the i'DI Laborato
ry to support their c

onclusions as to the •• • 

identity of the assas
sin and our Laborator

y findings are not presented 

in an unfavorable light. In some instances, r
eportedly in the in • 

terests of impartiality, because of deep involv
ement of the FBI in the 

investigation of the case, the Commission had othe
r experts examine ' 

evidence upon which we had submitted reports. Upon being challenged• 

by. the Bureau at the time on the basis of a lack of confidence, the . 

Ccatunission denied any such lack of confidence. There were no important 

or significant differences between our findings and those of the other 

experts. This was par
ticularly true of all

 crucial examinations
 such 

as the identification
 of the assassination bullets as having been fired 

in Oswald's rifle and the identification of Os
wald's handwriting ee

 

documents establishing his ownership of the assassination rifle. • 

111:20:;'.1.' OF Pit,..:111)111,11"S COVIIISSION 
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MR. BELMONT - MR. TOLSON 

RE: REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION 

The Nicol referred to hereinbefore is Joseph 

of the Illinois State Bureau of Criminal Identification 

by the Commission as an Independent firearms exami 

Nicol, Superintendent 
and Investigation, called in • 
ner. 	. 	 • 

• 

1 

An examination of this bullet in the FBI Laboratory by three top firearms 

specialists conducting separate and independent examinations revealed it to be so 

extremely mutilated that there was not sufficient evidence remaining on which to 

base a conclusion as to whether or not the bullet recovered from Walker's house 

had been fired from the assassination weapon. One of the experts correctly testified 

before the Commission that the FBI does not use a category of "probable" • 

identifications, and that unless a missile or cartridge case can be identified as 

coming from a particular weapon to the exclusion of all others, the FBI does not 

report an jdIntification.j_ 
4;i LA • 	leVy-2 A.- -1 %••••,-- 

In explaining the difference be ween his policy an that of the FBI on the matter 

of probable identification before the Commission, Nicol • dmitted that he could not 

idelitify the gun "to the exclusion of all other guns." 

:•"•%"--1•■•-v 	AAY\ "..1- 	 it-trt•-. • zc( 

1  able to state the bullet which missed General Walker was fired from Oswald's rifle. and the Commission states in its summation that it recognizes that neither expert was 

able 	

Commission took due cognizance of this in its evaluation of this matter, 

Relative to the firearms examinations of the four bullets removed from the body 

iof Dallas Police Officer J. D. Tippit, and the four cartridge cases found near the 

scene of the murder of Tippit, the Commission notes that both the FBI experts and . 

Nicol identified all four cartridge cases as having been fired in Oswald's revolver, 

thus establishing Oswald's revolver as the murder weapon. In the case of the bullets 

n the Commission notes that Nicol differed with the FBI experts on one of these bullets, 

Nicol identifying one of these bullets as having been fired from Oswald's revolver. 

The findings of three top FBI examiners concerning the bullets were to the effect 

that, because of mutilation and the inconsistent nature of the individual marking 

on the bullets there was not sufficient evidence remaining on which to base a 

definite determinatio I 	 if 

----- 	Cr, 1....- 

• 
C - ?V. 

Since the findings of the FBI Ltraior were arrived at independently 

by three of our top firearms identification specialists and there definitely 	*" 

was nc foundation fur Nicol's conclusion, it is obvious 

-8- 
0, 	 4./4. 	 act J. 
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Lilt. BELL:o:u 	l'OLSON 

16:1'010: OF Till: PRES1DEET'S Corunission 
• , ' 	• 

•• 

that he was influenced by circumstances surrounding tho caso. in arriv. . ,4  

ing at his decision. V•■-y •••.-vItc ••■••-f,_ 	• 	
- • 

176 of the 'report, the Commission completely ignored the identification 

made by Nicol. This illustrates how heavily the Commis ion relied upon 
the findings of our Laboratory cxei 1 

• *Y?*■-•-AA, 	Nx 	-"fit-A) 	•• 0 

CA t, 

ACTION 

• : 

• • 

Concerning the report The foregoing is submitted for information 

submitted by the President 's Commission. 
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