
F
O

U
R

T
E

E
N

 

The Seventeen W
iretaps 

A
u

n
io

u
G

H
 T

H
E

 S
U

B
JE

C
T

 of electronic surveillance never cam
e 

u
p
 in

 F
B

I train
in

g
 co

u
rses, tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s after I b
ecam

e a 
special agent, I found m

yself listening in on a C
om

m
unist 

cell m
eeting as the first announcem

ent of the Japanese attack on P
earl 

H
arb

o
r cam

e o
v
er th

e rad
io

. O
u

r tech
n

o
lo

g
y
 w

as lau
g

h
ab

ly
 o

ld
-

fashioned in those days, agents w
earing earphones took dow

n the in-
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

ey
 o

v
erh

eard
 b

y
 h

an
d
 o

n
 lo

n
g
 y

ello
w

 p
ad

s. D
u
rin

g
 th

e 
w

ar, v
ery

 few
 F

B
I ag

en
ts sto

p
p
ed

 to
 ask

 fo
r o

fficial au
th

o
rizatio

n
 

before tapping the telephone of a possible N
azi spy. W

ith the coun-
try's future at stake, getting approval from

 W
ashington seem

ed like 
an unnecessary legal technicality. Y

ears later, the F
B

I w
as still listen-

ing in on other people's conversations w
ithout the authorization of the 

atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral, b

u
t n

o
w

 it w
as b

ecau
se w

e w
ere afraid

 th
at h

is 
know

ledge of som
e of our program

s could prove publicly em
barrass-

ing. P
ublic opinion w

as O
n the side of the F

B
I in the 194os, how

ever, 
w

hen our agents w
ere discovered in the act w

ith their earphones and 
yellow

 pads eavesdropping on H
arry B

ridges, the H
ead of the long-

sh
o

rem
an

's u
n

io
n

 o
n

 th
e W

est C
o

ast. B
rid

g
es's m

en
 b

eg
an

 p
u

sh
in

g
 

the agents around and they actually had to fight their w
ay out of the 

• room
. T

he story got som
e play in the new

spapers and then died a nat-
ural death. T

oday, agents caught in a sim
ilar situation w

ould be hung 
sky high. 

 
H

oover w
as a strong advocate of electronic surveillance until the 

late 1
9

6
o

s w
h

en
 th

e F
B

I's crim
e-fig

h
tin

g
 im

ag
e w

as at an
 all-tim

e 
lo

w
. C

o
n

cern
ed

 ab
o

u
t h

is o
w

n
 im

ag
e, H

o
o

v
er d

id
n

't w
an

t to
 b

e 
forced to publicly defend the F

B
I against charges of violating the con-

stitu
tio

n
al rig

h
ts o

f U
n

ited
 S

tates citizen
s, an

d
 h

e called
 a h

alt to
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illegal w
iretaps. B

ut w
hen P

resident N
ixon and his security advisor 

H
enry K

issinger asked H
oover to tap the phones of a num

ber of gov-
ernm

entem
ployees w

ho w
ere suspected of leaking highly classified 

inform
ation to the press. the director quickly agreed. 

I knew
 nothing of H

oover's m
eetings w

ith N
ixon and K

issinger 
until A

lexander H
aig. then a colonel w

orking on K
issinger's staff. 

cam
e to m

y office on io M
ay 1969. I had never m

et H
aig. W

ithout 
m

entioning any nam
es. and m

aking sure that I understood that he 
w

as m
erely acting as a m

essenger in this affair. C
olonel H

aig told m
e 

that he had been instructed to convey a "W
hite H

ouse request-  o
n

 
"the highest authority." S

ecurity leaks, H
aig explained, w

ith honest 
concern in his voice, had been plaguing the N

ixon adm
inistration for 

som
e tim

e. M
em

bers of the N
ational S

ecurity C
ouncil could read 

about their secret m
eetings in the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es forty-eight hours 
after the m

eetings took place. N
ew

spaper stories on the m
ost sensi-

tive aspects of our foreign policy w
ere alm

ost com
m

onplace. T
hese 

leaks, H
aig told m

e, w
ere incredibly dam

aging to our bargaining posi-
tio

n
 at th

e P
aris p

eace talk
s. In

d
eed

, th
ey

 w
ere d

am
ag

in
g
 to

 o
u
r 

foreign policy as a w
hole, and they had to be stopped. H

ow
? B

y tap-
ping the telephones of the m

en the W
hite H

ouse suspected of leaking 
the inform

ation to the press. H
aig explained that the w

iretap program
 

w
ould be short lived—

I rem
em

ber him
 saying that the w

hole thing 
w

ould take "a few
 days"—

and he requested that because of the sensi-
tiv

ity
 o

f th
e o

p
eratio

n
, n

o
 w

ritten
 reco

rd
 o

f th
e p

ro
g

ram
 ev

er b
e 

m
ade. H

aig obviously knew
 nothing about how

 taps w
ere handled. so  I 

told him
 that it w

ould be im
possible for the F

B
I to im

plem
ent a to-

tally secret w
iretap operation w

ith no w
ritten records. A

 single tap, I 
to

ld
 H

aig
, w

o
u

ld
 in

v
o

lv
e a m

in
im

u
m

 o
f tw

o
 m

en
 fo

r in
stallatio

n
 

alone. T
he head of the office involved w

ould know
 about the "secret 

tap," as w
ould the people needed to m

onitor the inform
ation com

ing 
in. If tw

enty-four-hour m
onitoring w

as required, at least four people 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e in
v

o
lv

ed
 at th

at en
d

. A
t least o

n
e ty

p
ist w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e to

 
prepare the transcripts. T

hat added up to a m
in

im
u

m
 of eight people 

w
ho w

ould know
 about the sim

plest single tap. N
o tap could be kept 

com
pletely secret w

ithin the bureau, but I did tell H
aig that I w

ould 
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try
 to

 k
eep

 th
e p

ap
erw

o
rk

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 to

 a m
in

im
u
m

 b
y
 m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 

him
 personally w

henever there w
as anything to reportinstea - d of w

rit-
ing m

em
os back and forth. H

aig w
as a career arm

y m
an. as fam

iliar as 
I w

as w
ith

 b
u
reau

cracy
 an

d
 red

 tap
e, an

d
 h

e accep
ted

 w
h
at I said

 
w

ith
o
u
t arg

u
m

en
t. B

efo
re h

e left, H
aig

 g
av

e m
e th

e n
am

es o
f fo

u
r 

m
en. O

ne of them
 w

as that of M
orton H

alperin, a m
em

ber of the N
a- 

tional S
ecurity C

ouncil. 
A

s soon as H
aig w

alked out of m
y office, I w

as on the phone to 
H

oover. H
e w

asn't in the office (it w
as a S

aturday), but H
elen G

andy. 
his secretary, m

ade a record of m
y call and of the fact that I w

ouldn't 
m

o
v

e o
n

 H
aig

's req
u

est u
n

til I'd
 g

o
tten

 th
e d

irecto
r's ap

p
ro

v
al. T

h
e 

n
ex

t d
ay

 I fin
ally

 g
o

t th
ro

u
g

h
 to

 H
o

o
v

er an
d

 to
ld

 h
im

 ab
o

u
t H

aig
's 

req
u
est, w

h
ich

 h
e ap

p
ro

v
ed

. H
is ju

stificatio
n
, h

e to
ld

 m
e, w

as n
a-

tional security. H
e also told m

e that A
ttorney G

eneral John M
itchell 

had already approved the taps. L
ater that day, I w

rote a m
em

o to the 
d

irecto
r ad

v
isin

g
 th

at h
e h

an
d

le th
e tap

s w
ith

 ex
trem

e cau
tio

n
. I'd

 
h
ad

 a fu
n
n
y
 feelin

g
 ab

o
u
t th

e w
iretap

s fro
m

 th
e first. I sen

sed
 th

at 
this program

 could be dangerous and I w
anted to alert H

oover to any 
possible danger. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 H

aig
 sin

cerely
 b

eliev
ed

 th
at th

e w
iretap

 p
ro

g
ram

 
w

ould be short lived, it lasted for alm
ost tw

o years. D
uring that tim

e 
w

e tap
p

ed
 th

e telep
h

o
n

es o
f fo

u
r jo

u
rn

alists, in
clu

d
in

g
 H

ed
rick

 
S

m
ith and T

ad S
zulc of the N

ew
 Y

o
rk T

im
es, and of thirteen govern-

m
en

t em
p
lo

y
ees, alth

o
u
g
h
 n

o
t all sev

en
teen

 w
iretap

s w
ere o

p
era- 

tio
n
al at th

e sam
e tim

e. 
D

esp
ite H

aig
's in

itial req
u
est fo

r n
o
 p

ap
erw

o
rk

, w
ith

 so
 m

an
y
 

tap
s in

 effect fo
r so

 lo
n
g
, th

e lo
g
s (th

e tap
e tran

scrip
ts), co

rre-
sp

o
n
d
en

ce, an
d
 m

em
o
s b

eg
an

 to
 p

ile u
p
. H

o
o
v
er in

stru
cted

 m
e to

 
keep this m

aterial o
u

t of the F
B

I files. T
his w

as not unusual, to m
y 

k
n
o
w

led
g
e, p

articu
larly

 sen
sitiv

e m
aterial h

ad
 b

een
 k

ep
t o

u
t o

f th
e 

files sin
ce th

e 1
9

4
o

s. In
 th

is case, at least at first, th
e m

aterial w
as 

kept in H
oover's ow

n office. 
T

h
e p

ap
erw

o
rk

 started
 as so

o
n

 as H
o

o
v

er ap
p

ro
v
ed

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse request. I told the director that it w

as m
y judgm

ent that these 
taps should be handled in the sam

e m
anner as other w

iretaps, that an 
individual letter should be prepared on each tap for his approval and 
fo

r th
e ap

p
ro

v
al o

f th
e atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral. H
o
o
v
er ag

reed
, b

u
t h

e 

w
arned m

e that w
hen I directed agents from

 the W
ashington field of-

fice to im
plem

ent the taps, they m
ake no copies of the original tran- 

scrip
ts an

d
 sen

d
 th

e o
rig

in
al lo

g
s to

 b
u
reau

 h
ead

q
u
arters. H

o
o
v
er 

him
self contributed to the grow

ing m
ountain of paperw

ork w
hen he 

insisted that a letter go out over his signature to D
r. K

issinger every 
tim

e there w
as som

ething in the logs that deserved W
hite H

ouse at-
tention. H

aig's plea for secrecy m
eant little to H

oover—
he w

asn't 
about to give any inform

ation to the president w
ithout getting the 

credit. A
s the m

aterial cam
e in, the relevant data w

as sum
m

arized in 
a letter an

d
 sen

t o
v
er to

 th
e W

h
ite H

ouse by special courier. 
I delegated the day-to-day paperw

ork on the taps to one of m
y 

m
en, for I could not and never did handle such w

ork in m
y position. 

A
s I w

as responsible for eighty to ninety thousand crim
inal and secu-

rity cases at the tim
e, it w

ould have been a physical im
possibility. B

ut 
I couldn't get out of it (though I tried) w

hen H
oover asked m

e to go to 
F

rance personally and discreetly arrange electronic surveillance on 
Jo

sep
h
 K

raft w
h
ile th

e co
lu

m
n
ist w

as in
 P

aris co
v
erin

g
 th

e p
eace 

talks. A
lthough he never told m

e w
hy I w

as chosen for the job, it m
ust 

have been because I had a good personal relationship w
ith the F

rench 
security people. T

hey certainly didn't w
ant to tap the phone of an im

-
portant visiting A

m
erican, but they w

ouldn't say no to a request from
 

m
e and they w

ent along w
ith it. 

I had m
y ow

n objections to the assignm
ent. K

raft w
rote a good 

colum
n—

I read it m
yself—

and I had never heard anything about him
 

th
at m

ad
e m

e su
sp

icio
u

s o
f th

e m
an

. "M
r. H

o
o

v
er," I said

 to
 th

e 
d
irecto

r w
h
en

 h
e to

ld
 m

e ab
o
u
t m

y
 p

ro
p
o
sed

 trip
 to

 F
ran

ce, "to
 

m
y

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e, w
e'v

e n
ev

er h
eard

 an
y

 d
etrim

en
tal in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
about M

r. K
raft." 

"W
e've got to do it," H

oover explained, "because K
raft is over in 

P
aris talking to the V

iet G
ong, and then he plans to go to R

ussia." 
"A

ll the journalists talk to the V
iet C

ong," I pointed out, "and a 
lot of them

 go to R
ussia. If w

e use K
raft's contacts and travel plans as a 

yardstick, w
e'll be putting surveillances on all the reporters." M

y ob-
jections w

ere in vain, how
ever, and I w

ent over to P
aris, set the thing 

up, and told our m
an in P

aris to send the tapes to m
e in W

ashington 
for transcription and translation. 

In July 1969, I sent a top-secret m
em

o to H
oover requesting that 
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all th
e w

iretap
s b

e rem
o

v
ed

. N
o

th
in

g
 m

u
ch

 h
ad

 co
m

e to
 lig

h
t as a 

result of the taps. W
e overheard D

aniel E
llsberg ("not further iden-

tified") and M
orton H

alperin talking about effects of som
e drugs. and 

w
e h

eard
 M

rs. H
alp

erin
 b

o
astin

g
 to

 an
 u

n
id

en
tified

 frien
d
 th

at h
er 

h
u

sb
an

d
 w

as so
 im

p
o

rtan
t th

at h
e h

ad
 th

e u
se o

f H
en

ry
 K

issin
g

er's 
car. A

lexander H
aig later described H

oover's reports to K
issinger as 

"reflectiv
e o

f a sen
sib

ility
 w

e d
id

 n
o
t sh

are." B
esid

es, so
m

e o
f th

e 
m

en
 w

h
o
 w

ere b
ein

g
 tap

p
ed

 seem
ed

 to
 realize th

at th
eir co

n
v
ersa-

tions w
ere no longer private. A

lthough I considered the w
iretaps im

-
portant, legal, and justified, I had m

ore urgent problem
s to attend to 

and I needed the m
en w

ho w
ere assigned to w

ork on the secret w
ire-

taps to w
ork on other cases instead. T

he taps could alw
ays be put back 

on if necessary after I solved m
y m

ore pressing cases. H
oover called 

m
e after h

e read
 m

y
 m

em
o

, h
o

w
ev

er, an
d

 d
isag

reed
. A

s th
e tap

s 
w

ere a W
hite H

ouse operation, H
oover told m

e, they w
ould rem

ain 
o

n
 u

n
til th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se req

u
ested

 th
ey

 co
m

e o
ff. 

A
t first H

oover kept all the logs of the tapes in his ow
n office and 

told m
e that I'd be in charge of the super-sensitive m

aterial from
 then 

on. A
t the tim

e, I w
as assistant director in charge of the D

om
estic In-

telligence D
ivision. T

he case carried over to w
hen I w

as prom
oted to 

num
ber three m

an in the bureau. F
or all practical purposes I acted as 

H
oover's num

ber tw
o m

an because by 1970 C
lyde T

olson w
as very 

ill, h
av

in
g
 su

ffered
 fro

m
 stro

k
es th

at left h
im

 p
h
y
sicA

lly
 d

isab
led

. 
E

ach
 m

o
rn

in
g

 as H
o

o
v

er's au
to

m
o

b
ile p

u
lled

 u
p

 an
d

 p
ark

ed
 in

sid
e 

th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t B
u
ild

in
g
's co

u
rty

ard
, tw

o
 o

ld
 an

d
 sick

 m
en

 
w

o
u
ld

 g
et o

u
t. H

o
o
v
er w

o
u
ld

 b
e th

e first to
 leav

e th
e car an

d
 h

e 
w

ould w
alk as quickly as he could to the building. B

ehind him
, shuf-

fling along, w
as the pathetic figure of C

lyde T
olson, no longer able to 

k
eep

 u
p

 w
ith

 th
e o

th
er h

alf o
f w

h
at w

e called
 th

e "u
n

ip
erso

n
ality

." 
H

oover him
self w

as seventy-five and ailing. E
ach day he w

ould nap 
for about four hours and he had a full-tim

e m
edical staff that supplied 

him
 w

ith the m
edicines needed to keep him

 going. I m
oved to a new

 
office in the D

epartm
ent of Justice B

uilding from
 m

y old office across 
the street in the F

ederal T
riangle B

uilding and I suggested to H
oover 

that the records of the w
iretaps go into bureau files as I did not w

ant 
to transfer the m

aterial to m
y new

 office. B
ut H

oover ordered m
e to 
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keep the logs and records in m
y possession. 

In D
ecem

ber of 1970 I again suggested to H
oover that the logs 

go into the bureau files. A
gain H

oover refused. A
nd w

hen I called 
him

 in F
ebruary of 1971 to tell him

 that H
aig had inform

ed m
e that 

the W
hite H

ouse had finally called off the taps. H
oover still w

anted 
m

e to keep the logs in m
y office. I hated being responsible for such 

sensitive m
aterial. It w

as the only tim
e in m

y career w
ith the F

B
I that 

I had been saddled w
ith such a job, though plenty of secret m

aterial 
h

ad
 b

een
 k

ep
t o

u
t o

f o
u

r files in
 th

e p
ast, esp

ecially
 fo

r L
y

n
d

o
n

 
Johnson. 

T
he situation betw

een m
yself and the director had been getting 

w
orse and w

orse during this period, and w
hen I w

as forced to resign 
fro

m
 th

e F
B

I in
 O

cto
b

er 1
9

7
i, I felt I co

u
ld

n
't leav

e W
ash

in
g

to
n

 
w

ith
o
u
t d

o
in

g
 so

m
eth

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e w
iretap

 lo
g
s. I co

u
ld

n
't h

elp
 

th
in

k
in

g
 o

f th
e w

ay
 H

o
o
v
er h

ad
 ab

u
sed

 sen
sitiv

e m
aterial in

 th
e 

past—
w

ith these logs in his possession he could blackm
ail N

ixon a
n

d
 

K
issinger and hang onto his job forever. E

ven though H
aig had con-

veyed the original requests for the w
iretaps, I didn't feel I knew

 him
 

w
ell enough to turn to him

. T
he only m

an in the N
ixon adm

inistration 
w

ho I actually knew
 and held high in regard w

as A
ssistant A

ttorney 
G

eneral R
obert C

. M
ardian. 

I h
ad

 n
ev

er h
eard

 o
f M

r. M
ard

ian
 u

n
til I read

 th
e n

ew
sp

ap
er 

stories about his appointm
ent to the job of assistant attorney general 

in charge of the Internal S
ecurity D

ivision of the D
epartm

ent of Jus-
tice. I w

asn
't really

 in
terested

 in
 th

e sto
ries th

o
u

g
h

—
to

 m
y

 m
in

d
, 

m
en like M

ardian cam
e and w

ent w
ith the w

ind. 
A

t first I had no direct dealings w
ith M

ardian. I w
as used to get-

ting along w
ithout the cooperation of the Internal S

ecurity D
ivision. 

M
ardian's predecessor w

as a form
er F

B
I m

an w
ho had w

orked briefly 
for m

e, but he had great difficulty preparing and prosecuting cases. 
S

om
etim

e after M
r. M

ardian took over the job, m
y m

en cam
e to 

tell m
e that an intelligent, capable m

an now
 headed the Internal S

e-
curity D

ivision. M
ardian, they said, w

as a real fireball: a hard-w
orker 

w
h
o
 w

en
t after resu

lts. H
e w

as g
ettin

g
 rid

 o
f th

e d
ead

h
ead

s an
d
 

replacing them
 w

ith bright, talented, industrious young law
yers. M

y 



224 	
T

h
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u
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u
 

R
o

b
e
rt M

a
rd

ia
n

, th
e
 fo

rm
e
r a

s
s
is

ta
n

t a
tto

rn
e
y
 g

e
n

e
ra

l. W
id

e
 W

o
rld

 P
h

o
to

s
 

assistant, C
. D

. B
rennan, told m

e, "M
ardian is a breath of fresh air, 

the best thing that has happened to the Internal S
ecurity D

ivision in 
m

y m
em

ory. 
O

n
e o

f M
ard

ian
's .innovations w

as his idea for periodic confer-
en

ces fo
r b

u
reau

 o
fficials an

d
 th

eir D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

stice co
u

n
ter-

parts. T
hese conferences helped to break dow

n the w
all that had sep-

arated the F
B

I and the Justice D
epartm

ent for so m
any years. A

t last 
w

e co
u
ld

 d
iscu

ss o
u
r m

u
tu

al p
ro

b
lem

s, ag
ree o

n
 co

m
m

o
n
 co

n
clu

-
sions, and w

ork m
ore effectively tow

ard com
m

on objectives. In other 
w

ords, it w
as just the kind of arrangem

ent H
oover hated. I knew

 the 
director w

ouldn't be pleased w
hen I sent him

 a m
em

o advising him
 of 

the first conference. A
s I expected, he w

ent into a rage and told m
e 

n
o

t to
 co

o
p

erate. T
h

e d
irecto

r co
u

ld
n

't actu
ally

 o
u

tlaw
 th

e co
n

fer-
ences—

that w
ould look bad in the press if the story ever cam

e out—
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but he could and did lim
it th

e m
aterials th

e F
B

I m
ade available to 

M
ardian.  

C
onditions betw

een H
oov

er an
d

 M
ard

ian
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 w

o
rsen

. 

and I w
as caught in the m

iddle—
not an unfam

iliar position during m
y 

thirty years w
ith H

oover. T
he director accused m

e of giving too m
uch 

m
aterial to M

ardian, and he even sent m
e a letter of censure about it. 

"M
r. H

oover," I told him
 in m

y defense. "w
e have an obligation to 

the taxpayers to
 co

o
p

erate w
ith

 o
th

er g
o

v
ern

m
en

t d
ep

artm
en

ts. " 
"M

ardian is a goddam
ned A

rm
enian Jew

," H
oover replied. "and 

I w
o

n
't co

o
p

erate w
ith

 an
y

 su
ch

 p
erso

n
... 

B
ecause of H

oover's attitude, I w
as faced w

ith m
aking the deci-

sion either to cut off the flow
 of m

aterial to M
ardian, w

hich w
ould 

have seriously dam
aged the quality of our w

ork, or to g
iv

e h
im

 w
h

at 

assistan
ce co

u
ld

 b
e g

iv
en

 q
u
ietly

 an
d
 u

n
d
er th

e tab
le. I d

ecid
ed

 o
n

 
the second course of actio

n
. W

e d
id

 m
an

ag
e to

 d
o

 so
m

e g
o

o
d

 w
o

rk
, 

b
u
t it w

as n
o
 reco

rd
 to

 b
e p

ro
u
d
 o

f, p
articu

larly
 co

m
p
ared

 to
 w

h
at 

co
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 acco
m

p
lish

ed
 u

n
d
er n

o
rm

al w
o
rk

in
g
 co

n
d
itio

n
s. 

M
ardian w

as aw
are of H

oover's feelings, of course, and once dur-
in

g
 o

n
e o

f o
u

r co
n

feren
ces h

e rem
ark

ed
 th

at H
o

o
v

er h
ad

 p
ro

m
ised

 
h

im
 "tw

o
 h

u
n

d
red

 p
ercen

t co
o

p
eratio

n
" w

h
en

 th
ey

 first m
et after 

M
ard

ian
's ap

p
o

in
tm

en
t. O

n
e o

f m
y

 m
en

 to
ld

 m
e M

ard
ian

 d
id

n
't u

n
-

d
erstan

d
 w

h
at H

o
o

v
er m

eant by tw
o hundred percent cooperation: 

"W
hat does he m

ean?" M
ardian had asked, bew

ildered. 
"W

h
en

 M
r. H

o
o

v
er p

ro
m

ises tw
o

 h
u

n
d

red
 p

ercen
t co

o
p

era-
tio

n
," m

y
 m

an
 rep

lied
, "h

e really
 m

ean
s h

e w
o
n
't attack

 y
o
u
 p

u
b
-

licly." 
A

lthough M
ardian and I developed a good w

orking relationship, 
w

e never had any social relationship at all. H
e w

as never at m
y hom

e 
and I w

as never in his. A
nd after w

e had our first political argum
ent—

w
e had a lot to argue about, as I w

as a liberal D
em

ocrat and M
ardian 

had cam
paigned for G

oldw
ater—

w
e never discussed politics again. 

B
ut M

ardian's attitude tow
ard m

e changed w
hen m

y break w
ith 

H
oover becam

e public know
ledge. H

e becam
e openly hostile, and 

said that neither he nor anyone else in the adm
inistration w

ould take 
m

y side in a fight w
ith the director. I told him

 that I had not asked for 
an

d
 d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t assistan

ce fro
m

 an
y
b
o
d
y
. F

o
r th

irty
 y

ears I h
ad
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placed the country's needs above m
y personal interests. T

o m
e, M

ar-

dian w
as a Johnny-com

e-lately. 
B

ecause of M
ardian's attitude, our relationship did not end on a 

cordial note w
hen I left th

e F
B

I. O
n the other hand, there had never 

been an open break betw
een us before I left, so w

hen I felt m
y depar-

tu
re fro

m
 th

e F
B

I and W
ashington w

as grow
ing im

m
inent, I decided 

to
 talk

 to
 M

ard
ian

 ab
o
u
t th

e w
iretap

 lo
g
s. T

h
e d

ecisio
n
 to

 raise th
e 

question w
ith M

ardian w
as entirely on m

y ow
n. I had never discussed 

it w
ith anyone. I could have left the logs w

here they w
ere, in a file in 

m
y office, but I desperately w

anted to m
aintain their confidentiality 

w
ithin the D

epartm
ent of Justice w

here I assum
ed they w

ould be re-

tained. A
nd M

ardian already knew
 about the taps—

he w
as the logical 

m
an

 to
 ap

p
ro

ach
. 

W
hen I w

arned M
ardian that m

y days w
ith the F

B
I w

ere num
-

b
ered

, h
e assu

red
 m

e th
at H

o
o
v
er w

o
u
ld

n
't fo

rce m
e o

u
t. "H

e 

w
ouldn't dare," M

ardian said. I disagreed, and w
hen I told him

 I sus-

pected that H
oover w

ould m
isuse the logs w

hen I w
as gone, he grew

 

concerned. "I don't have the authority to m
ake this kind of decision," 

he told m
e, "but I'll talk to people w

ho do." A
 few

 days later, M
aidian 

told m
e that "on presidential request" and "on the authority of the at-

torney general" he w
ould personally take possession of the logs and 

co
rresp

o
n
d
en

ce. In
 M

ay
 1

9
7
3
, I team

ed
 th

at after o
u
r first m

eetin
g
 

M
ard

ian
 h

ad
 flo

w
n
 to

 S
an

 C
lem

en
te to

 d
iscu

ss th
e fu

tu
re w

h
ere-

ab
o
u
ts of the logs w

ith P
resident N

ixon. M
ardian kept som

ething else 

from
 m

e too: h
e n

ever m
en

tion
ed

 th
at th

e logs w
ou

ld
 n

ot b
e k

ep
t in

 

h
is office, as I assu

m
ed

, b
u

t in
 th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se. In
 all fairn

ess to 

M
ard

ian
, w

h
ose in

telligen
ce an

d
 ab

ility I still resp
ect, I d

on
't th

in
k

 

th
at th

e logs w
ere m

oved
 to th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se to ob
stru

ct ju
stice, b

u
t 

to m
ain

tain
 secu

rity. W
h

en
 I tu

rn
ed

 in
 m

y in
ven

tory b
efore leavin

g 

th
e F

B
I fo

r th
e last tim

e, I listed
 th

e lo
g
s an

d
 to

ld
 M

ar -  k
 F

elt th
at I 

h
ad

 left th
em

 in
 M

ard
ian

's p
ossession

. 
A

fter M
ardian left the D

epartm
ent of Justice, I believed that the 

logs w
ere still safe at th

e d
ep

artm
en

t u
n

til M
ay 1973, w

h
en

 H
en

ry 

P
etersen

, an
 assistan

t attorn
ey gen

eral, called
 m

e an
d

 ask
ed

 if th
e 

F
B

I h
ad

 ever had a tap on D
aniel E

llsberg. I told him
 that w

e hadn't, 

although E
llsberg could have been a "w

alk-in" (som
eone w

ho called 

or w
as called

 b
y som

eon
e u

n
d

er F
B

I su
rveillan

ce) on
 som

eon
e else's 
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tap. T
hen P

etersen asked m
e if I knew

 w
here the w

iretap logs w
ere. 

"T
h
ey

 are at th
e D

ep
artm

en
t of Justice," I told him

 im
m

ediately, 

"probably in M
ardian's old office." 

"N
o

, th
ey

 aren
't an

y
w

h
ere at th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

stice," P
eter-

sen
 said

. 
"I tu

rn
ed

 th
em

 o
v

er to
 M

ard
ian

 w
h

en
 I left th

e F
B

I." I to
ld

 P
e-

tersen
. "H

e liv
es in

 A
rizo

n
a n

o
w

. D
o
 y

o
u
 w

an
t m

e to
 call h

im
?" I 

asked. 
"Y

es." P
etersen

 rep
lied

. "I w
ish

 y
o
u
 w

o
u
ld

." W
h
en

 I called
. 

M
ard

ian
 to

ld
 m

e w
ith

 n
o
 h

esitatio
n
 o

r g
u
ile th

at h
e h

ad
 tu

rn
ed

 th
e 

logs over to John E
hrlichm

an before leaving W
ashington. I called P

e- 

tersen and gave him
 that inform

ation. T
he logs w

ere found in E
hrlich-

m
an's safe. It never entered m

y m
ind that the W

hite H
ouse w

ould try 

to keep the tapes from
 D

aniel E
llsberg and his law

yers. H
ad I w

anted 

to the tapes kept at the W
hite H

ouse, I w
ould have handed them

 over 

to
 H

aig
 in

 th
e first p

lace. 

W
hen P

etersen called m
e to ask about the logs, I had been aw

ay 

fro
m

 th
e F

B
I fo

r a y
ear an

d
 a h

alf an
d

 H
o

o
v

er h
ad

 b
een

 d
ead

 fo
r a 

y
ear. W

illiam
 R

u
ck

elsh
au

s, actin
g
 d

irecto
r o

f th
e F

B
I, m

istak
en

ly
 

believed that the logs had been destroyed. W
hen P

etersen told him
 

that they w
ere in John E

hrlichm
an's safe, he w

ent over to th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se, g

o
t th

e lo
g
s, an

d
 b

ro
u
g
h
t th

em
 to

 F
B

I h
ead

q
u
arters. "U

n
fo

r-

tu
n
ately

," R
u
ck

elsh
au

s said
 in

 a p
u
b
lic statem

en
t to

 th
e p

ress o
n
 1

4
 

M
ay 1973, "the records w

ere not located in tim
e to respond to Judge 

B
ry

n
e's in

q
u
iries ab

o
u
t th

e p
o
ten

tial tain
t o

f ev
id

en
ce in

 th
e E

llsb
erg

 

trial. W
h
y
 d

id
 R

u
ck

elsh
au

s h
av

e to
 m

ak
e a p

u
b
lic statem

en
t o

n
 th

e 

w
hereabouts of the top-secret w

iretap logs? T
he existence of the logs 

n
ev

er w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 k
n
o
w

n
 to

 th
e p

ress if it h
ad

n
't b

een
 fo

r so
m

e 

o
f m

y
 o

ld
 en

em
ies at th

e F
B

I. T
h
ey

 th
o
u
g
h
t b

y
 leak

in
g
 th

e sto
ry

 o
f 

m
y involvem

ent w
ith the logs to the press (and, of course, by painting 

that involvem
ent in the w

orst possible light) that they could block m
e 

from
 consideration for the job I w

anted: a special "reorganization con-

su
ltan

t" to
 th

e F
B

I w
h

ich
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e resu

lted
 in

 th
eir d

ism
issal. 

W
hen the story broke, I knew

 that the uneasy feeling I'd had about 

the w
iretaps the very first tim

e A
lexander H

aig cam
e to m

y office w
as 

justified. T
hose dam

ned tapes haunted m
e from

 the beginning. I just 



F
I
F

 

John D
ean a 

M
E

E
T

IN
G

: T
h
e P

resid
en

t. H
ald

em
 

1973 (12:42—
z: oo P.M

. 

D
E

A
!■:: N

ow
 the other thing. if w

e ar 

say in the G
ray hearings—

w
here 

ical people and they are not—
th 

ju
st n

o
t accu

rate. to
tal tex

p
le 

W
O

U
L

D
 D

E
S
T

R
O

Y
 H

O
O

V
E

R
 

M
A

N
 B

IL
L

 S
U

L
L

IV
A

N
. A

lso it 

P
R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

 N
IX

O
N

: S
om

e of the F
B

 

D
E

A
N

: . . . so
m

e o
f th

e F
B

I. A
n
d
 a 

out, and just all hell is going to 

ch
an

g
e th

e atm
o
sp

h
ere o

f th
e 

the atm
osphere of the w

hole X
 

A

L
T

H
O

U
G

H
 I had heard Joh 

w
as John M

itchell's p 

never m
et him

 w
hile 

the phone one day w
hen I w

as h 

D
ivision to ask m

e to "check out'  

young w
om

an he planned to dat 

I w
as busy w

orking on a hij 

tim
e—

or the desire—
to do w

hat 

few
 hours later, I w

as being ev 

found anything derogatory. It 

that I hadn't looked. 
I first saw

 D
ean

 at T
o
m

 

w
eren't introduced and w

e didn' 

sorry to see him
 leasing W

ashin 

m
e. O

n the other hand, it w
as 

 

2
2
8
 	

T
h

e B
u

reau
 

knew
 they w

ould cause trouble. 

H
ad m

y form
er associates know

n how
 B

ob H
aldem

an felt about 

m
e, how

ever, they never w
ould have bothered to leak the story in the 

first place. W
hen N

ixon w
as looking for a successor for H

oover in M
ay 

1
9
7
2
, ju

st after th
e d

irecto
r d

ied
, H

ald
em

an
 said

 "I am
 to

tally
 o

p
-

posed to S
ullivan being director. H

e is far too independent and m
ay 

use the F
B

I against us." T
he rem

ark w
as repeated to m

e, but I didn't 

understand then w
hat H

aldem
an m

eant. I do now
. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


