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Eonorable J. Leo F.anian, Cc:mire-I Counsel of the Pres1:+ent's 

Coeiraisslon on the aseastar-tion of PrcLident Eonnedy, call ;1E1 stared 

these matters in regard to Lira. 	L,.swald and JaLIes Iferbort 

td"), et cetera, L.L.Lattlallag very Ja.;),idly ancrtho Lulu has been very good 

about getting reports to thctoulmlasIOn. 'Ile stated the thing ho vaned to 

ask me about seemed to be solnething he felt he ought to to up with ma 

directly. re Ltsted the problem la that UalilaS:kiald is now Living; at the 

Ford's and presumably the Coi.ln.ist.loa is coin:, to v,-arirife-fratIC-0110-  of 

fi'Z'EFdays and ho, r‘anliin, preszned I knew about thri I:bon I:latter, too, 

because I had written theca about it. air. Parldn Etated ha would hate to have 

hor just run out on 123, widen is always a pobsIbllity, particuLarly down in 

Dallas, and he was wonderim; about a stake out on bar which would watch 

• her and see who is visiting her for a while. :%7r. flani:in stated he hated to 

recommend it or urge it In view of the exp.'s So involved. I ai:,%ed hire how 

long he would anticipate it rehlalaing on, and 	Ilan:tin stated ha thought 

it would be tiecorcilag to Lay judgment. 

I told l.:r. Vanitin that we plan to interviv,v her today, that we had, 

wanted to do so Last woe's but the Lawyer for iqobc., rt Oswald was up here in 

Iashington and ackod us before he left Dallas U we would poLtpeno any inter-

view with A;rs. t.:arina Cswald until he cot irak.k from the hearing up here in 

Washiniston ao she was exhlIsted. I stiatc:1 I woul:t hurnitze that ha :vault' be 

back there thin raorr.lnl: as I thou,;ht itobert Csw811 lini:Thcd up with the 

Commission last Irlday. I st:4tc,1 we will want to interviaw 17obert, too, as 

wo are Interested in the Nixon arela that developed and also tha affair she 

_had with t:artin; that we planned to conduct the interview of her today U uha 

available and also of Robert Cswald Lt ho Is avaIlablo. Mr. Fankin st;-ted 

asked i'sort Oswald why ho did not tell them uhalt It A.ni ho said be felt 

.1 	Commission would probably know about that, but in all his answers wore 

very good. • 
191. 	  

m.... 	 
revir I 
	.2-54 	1 - bite Uolraee 

Travw 	 
p•OB 

JEII:ecka (10) 
r•,.. 
Me I ■•• 	" 
14.4, • 	LAIL hOOlg 0 TELETYPE 

1.:OT RECORDED 

7117 FE8 -27 1054 	199 FEB 27 19C:4 

51' 



".v•—•"*;.:". N 	 •-"r":"'"4" 

"f. • 

i c..ruary 24, I9,;4 • 

:....emoraniu.in for Mvszirs. Tolson, 	 ,5.41livan, EvEa$, 13,;L,c,.-101  

I ctatcd the C211.1g in the Nixon r►.attcr which es not ezactly ring sound 

with we Is k.nowlu; tho background of 1:40 ii:avey Oswald andhis. *Lna'sleup 

temperamentally, et cetera, bow tile wile would be az)le to lock hizI Lu a batliroorn 

all day without his klc1;ine; the door down beezuse he pave evidence of haviug a 

violent temixr. Mr. ilanhin cor_iLlented also that he had beat lier up on occasion. 

I vtated that Is the only angle of that story which did not scorn to hold water. I 

stated she never mcr&ioned It to ue at any title nor did EoLert C-swald mcntton 

U to no and that is v.hy we wantezt to question her again because we have not tzt-ted 

to her since uhc appeared before (no Corn;:liselou rind, of course, r.0)ert Oswald 

was bore in V/ashinz:ton. I stated it is a fact teat Richard N12: on was in Dallas 

sometime In 13d3, and ;c:r. Ranl:in stated it was NovcInber 21st, tho day before 

the astatelna.tiou. I stated Nixon was 1.-ivIted to receive some awns:; and Lac' to 

cancel out and he ;tot dcrAn to Dallas juct the day before the nesazoir.ation and 

the question Is, V:::6 it at that particular tirz,e, as 	Cswala's story pur,-derts, 

that Ciao locked Lee Oswald in the 'oathroo.-zi. I stated that did not make senze 

to me. 

I stated we can _ of course, stalto out tbo place 'c hero :,;arina Gsv.ald 

'is now livin- and I a' out c.tho in rola; in and out to rco her at this nel,v place, 

but ray question is, appre);LL. ately how lea.; deco Llr. i,crJ In antici;:ate 

Jr. lianidn sthted he Mould leave that to z-,y judzmeitt. I stated 1 would thinx 

U we can interview her today, If the ncn? Lawyer alio-4.s U3 to do co and we !Lave 

no objectien II he wants to be preecnt even, end also ilonart :;s:.-ald, that an 

soon as we finish those two Interviews and cot the facts and unless there arc 

some other an,:les, that particular angle Will then be pretty well bottled up r.21 

we could get the InformatIon to the Coi.lmisolon cert4inly by the ailLiclle of this 

week. Mr. ilankin stated that would be ve:y helvral as they have ; .artin con b:LI' 

voluntarily before the Con:mission on Thursday to if he could get that inforn.ation 

before that, it would be Lelpful. I stated we can do trot and in the menntirze we 

can put the surveillance on L.arino. Oswald. 

ilare.:in stated that one thiacz the new lawyer, LicNenzie 

did was to brie; the cor_tracts with Until rtotert and N.arlr_a and w:-.ile they 11..ve tt 

usual provisions, he also has the right to disclose anythir.z la re3ard to this 

m _ 	after he should learn irrcopectivo of the clicnt-lawyer relation:Lain, and 

--:.IcKcallo assured 	P.:kill-An and the Cornmioulon ho would 	and 

complete disclosure of anything he discovered, so Mr. Ran_tan think; we will 

get full cooi%eration from 11.cKenzle. I stated this fellow John y.. Thorne Is 

contending he Ls her lawyer. 
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r. Lankin Ltated he has. ce;:ieS of lettere iro.n Thorne to artin and 

in one ho le terminating e.artin's rel;:t1Onahlp And tnere is another one to 

A-re. t4arina Oswald from Thorne In witch he prcte.sts t terr.Anation of his 

ez:ployeuent and one from I.:artin to both Thorne and n:rs. Oswald eayin;; he 

can't ba fired. I stated I thought he had issued a statement tale reo.-ning that 

he is still hor "contractural lawyer," that while she has a risht to hire as many 

advisors as she secs fit, he is still her "contractural lawyer." 

Mr. Rankin continued that in :".artin's letter he :says ha has sold 

varicraa interests such as Tit rights to Tex-Italia I ilm (phonetic) and her 

memoirs to a magazine of Hac.burg, Germany, and he has Eold the picture 

rights, et cetera. !...1r. nankin stated Thorne's letter says they have entered 

into contracts involving an C7.COSS 01 $150, WO, so it can be seen what is involve. 

I cozaruented this is just a nasty eileae,..lown, notwithstanding her character; 

that these two individuals arc doing everything in their power to make as much 

Money as they can oat of her and trite applies to the other fellow in New York 

connected with Lee Cusald's mother. 

Mr. Rankin stated that while working on this, he would 1D..er.ie to 

keep an eye on this thing to see whether it looks at all li.zeritile 

possibly with any Idea of tryin to Let rid of niartin and Thorne. I state:Ili:a 

was within the realm of possibility. Idr. Pan'.in stated it looks like hlartha 

Oswald was pretty quick to do that, but on the other hand, Robert Oewald, 

the reports, Is pretty straight laced and 	rzankin thought U she did not want 

to get rid of there, ho would not have tolercted thin. 	Parlkin stated ha tho_w 

rnay-he she got in with Oswald over in Eur..sia that ray and maybe other things 

have happened over here, as tIr. ankin etatekit 'oohs like iron Our rer,orts 

It is possible something went oa before thoy cal..4,3 up to Wachington althou2,h 

Secret 5ervlce did not think there was any opportunity, but he was certainly toe,' 

at her any chance ho hal?' stated there wee plenty of opportunity here in :Jaen 

ington, as according to Lie Secret Service,LiertLn nn1 she stayed up to view 

television until the early hours in the morning acd the Secret Ziervice raan was 

in the corridor, so what went on in the room no:Jody knowae) I stated it is 

those angles we hope to explore with her today. 	r. 1:arocin stated Q.Ith ;+ artie 

chasing her and doing all those thinge with his wife around, he can imagine 

what ho did when he was free from his wife. I stated he had no compunction ac 

far as his wife was concerned an they were open axed above board with the wile 

In the houseD I stated it is an unfortunate thine.„ but what worries me is the 

possibility of a leak gating out on this as to the background of the Oswald woe:. 

and Y.artin, et cetera, because those people are taLieing arou.n down there in 

e-4.1"-, hut 	Wc., •it ,i 1%0 unfortunate to have It get out before the Commission 
om 
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ties it down here as to these activities and anybody cIsellto may have knowledg-b 
of it. 

:.;r. 1-=n;An asked U I di,:.:rt't thlr that business about her bins 
willing to DOL.artin's mistrassl,as a strazyja thin;, and 1 :Mated I did; that 
it shows certainly the complete ack of any character and the thins that also 
luipresced rue was, U you t00% at the picture of firs. marina Oswald when 
this happened and the picture of her afterwards, it is almost ine two different 
people., as in the second picture of her sho is not unattractive, but the first 
picture in Dallas, when this occurred, shows her as sloppy and unattractive; 
trot somebody got hold of her and got her fixed up and that prohablyput ideas 
into her head also. I stated there Is no caestion thlu fellow .74artlnLaas c.a.'xing 
love to her, and the thing about laJu ing a house. and divorcins hin wife, althow,h 
I did not know it be was atrious, was a proposition and, of course, he vas 
probably coat:tin; upoa her mosey  to buy the 110j4e. I stated there was no force, 
but co.nplete willIn:ness upon her and Liu part, and this just ris2.:es her cut 
a pretty queztionable characterp I L.tated that Rind of thin; if it gets out .,::for 
it is called do-xn and the Comte i.:uion re:tchee a conclusion au to vhnt. an' ..hlit 
not to believe, would be bad. 1 stated why she did not tell un about this Fixes 
matter, I did not know as she told nu about the General ciValker c.atter. I 
stated ray reaction to thin business about locking Lea Oswald In the tathreoLn 
is that tzars is sotnethirz fishy hero beca=e she just would not be able to do 
this because he had ts2at her up on occasion, was nasty to her, had a bad 
disposition, and could have gotten oat by breaking the win•Aow or kb:kin; L'ie 
door down and she would have been perfectly h21012..is and, further, one le-it 
out what he did then, as I don't this.:: he would bzvc,  tusiten it calhAy. I staed 
it is a fact kason was there the (ay before the assassination and it will be a 
sensational story because ha is a forn:er Vice Prezie.er.t and very anti- 
car.iraunizt and Ceneral Walker is anticorn.:iunist and then the President of 
the United states was there. I stated it is Each a thin tlott you could eniarLe on 
it and have soothe sensational stories, just lika tho i.tory of Dorothy i7:111-;allea 
about the FBI furnishinl; assistance to Ituby, that upon readir.:, i:12 article, you 

. 	could see it does not support the he.,.utine, but you have down there in Dalian 
these "bleeding hearts" and "soboLstors" 111te t:illz„allen, who will blow t 

 up as much as they can. I con-tnentcci I had also wondered where Life 
_-...Jvingazine got that photoz,raph of Lou Oswald with the gins, but I understand 

they got it from the Dallas Police nep.:4. rtztent. I stated my first knowledze 
of It was when ray attention was called to it by the Ilearct people who had an 
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atr....nco copy as on3 of there called ;ne and wanted to know who was giving It 

out and how it could be, copyrighted. If L:ra. Gsw:ld sold 11, tLat L one thing, 

but if the Dallas Police gave it to Li:c, it was public property, and I advised 

tho ;karst people they ought not to E Ur anything up on it, as we did not know 

whether the Dallas Folic° gave it out or 	CawaLl sold it and U oho sold 

it, it would be subject to co,dyright, but U gLvon out by a law enforcement agency, 

it Would not be subject to copyright. 

riari:zin stated he unez stood Iron: iny letter that the Nixon aliair 

really scented to originato from 2.1artin who had been told that by T.•.arina 

I statod alto Marina told it to Loirort when he went to the grave with her, so it 

came from those two sources. I slated 1 did not think we got it from V.artha but 

from ilobert. Mr. Eankiti stated that o:artin the same day told T:obert, but du 

not say how long he Lad knos.vn it. I stated the oil:IL:11 in:ormation as I recall, 

was from Vobert who was told it by :.nrinn and ale b.; 1.'artin as she told 

Ivartin about It. I coinniented that by they dia not tell the Co.:1=1331cm, I 

did not know. I asked it Robert Cswald wits questioned as to tLat as;)ect, and 

1).ankin stated he was arid ha said he thought the Conirnission knew it. I 

stated they are going too much on rxsumption all the way through. I stated 

that is what worriez no as it spreads out and gets to be a web aliaost. I stated 

we have been checking carefully in :ilexico City and itZ7C additional agents down 

there and every one we run out fizzles out, but the avcragc iv:o.Nican In my 

opinion Is a psychological liar as they have visions probably of gettinz wormy 

or being brought up for testimony, but so far there L no conflrn;ation of the 

various angles, but we have acids:::.: en In :nexico to try to got that cleaned up 

Within the next v..eck or tan days, but something c.iore conies up every day. 

Pan3tha stated in connection slth the titres out, to uso my own 

jUdgment, but before torn:In:4ln; it, to let hIn know. Ea stated again he 

not want to run up too much e..xpense. 1 stated if we can get the interview tociai  

we will get that and we may want to talk to this law;  er that sho now has and 

as soon as we get that we will have the facts which will be sent in by wire. I 

stated we will then get it to him, :..r. 1-41nLin, and I thought the Conicnission 

then, want to comidor getting her back quickly and getting it on record, bc.sa:.7 

in the aleantima she Is going to be writing articles and books and she in bonny 

to include thin Nixon thing in it and U the Co:nruistIon does not have it nation 

down, It will become known. I stated Lea C2wahl '1'45 not an individual who a, 

to discuS-S Enna with his wife other than the Walker situation. I stated th:4 

did occur and while, we are not able definitoly to swear that the sarne gun was 
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La the Wai::cr case as in the aLc.a:31riat ion, because of the 1::lutIlation'of the bullet, there are many similar 	and you certainly could draw the conclusion it was the sa.me gun, but it is one of thooe Instances where you can't say you aro 100k sure. 

Mr. nankin stated there was one other thing - :.:c1;enzia told hinl that they had made a suggestion to the 1Lorcis that Dacia Ford be her nsw rnanzzer. stated everybody is going to move In on her and there will probably be souse others move in front other parts of the country, and being the character she In they need only to Invite her out ar,4 entertain her a little and she would probably go because she is her sum free agent now. 

11:r. Lankin stated he thought It welt to check fro:.: a sta::e out what kind of people are visiting her when she does not know 6:10 15 uncier surveillance. I stated we can also consider getting; a telephone tap in there because there o::.n't be any trial so any in:orwation would not be excluded in a trial, but U were going to be tried it would be a different thine,. 1.41..ite4111 get on it right away. 

12:15 PM 

I called 1.1r. Josenh Sit.00 in the Lo:ue.stic Intelligence Division and advised him of Air. FaiirrnriCifl 	c'-z biro to fiive;'irlas:tilit,-take opt of the place where Mrs. Marina Cswald is now Hybl.; unit he i:. very anx1313 to Lncrir 	 out 01 that place 	her In view o: the turmoil •••• • 	 also I think we ougilt to consid..r a technical on the phone whore she is now Heinz:. I niso stated that 1.;a1Las should be advised that we ant to get :;_re. Oswald Intc:retet...ed today, that we had held off because of the request ot her now Lawyer and I understand front ftaraLn ho scelne to be a pretty decent fellow, that we ou:;ht to ccc her today and got tho details of the Nixon thln3. 

I stated the Con2miseion wants to bring her back bcru before the r.: and • they will just as soon as we get this inforinetton troth our Litc:rview with 	I stated I thor,ht we ought to 1.-..tervIew nobcrt Oswald also ez to the Nixon thing because she told him about it when he went out to the grave. with her. I stated the first person sha told was Id.artla who was her bubirsece taan:12er and who Chad relatiOlL3 with bor. I stated .N.:artin is under subpocaa to to back bore before the Cot miesion so I doubt if we can interview tam or U we did V.:ether he would say anything;, but I teletk we should interview her and Racal aad hive 
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wire t1i.t in at once as c oa.;:lt to cet tats .-al:terial to the Commission not 

Liter tr.:113 ■Vc-4.;nesdny so oar Clanpower will not be tied clexa with arveitlir.; her 

aad to also try Ask.g.c.k.atechnical in. I told :c.r. ;:i'lzoo it will 	until .try sub- 

poenaher _backbeiore 	 atT767a;te-a-cli-  to i%ar."--.In it ou;ht to last 

o' nTy As Ion.; 411 it Lakes U5 to c!,t taa inforLation to the. Co:nnth.sion. I stated 

she did not tell tht•J Lo.-ahAssiou an,thLrtz aLoat it, thati;c..;crt did, bat aho cad 

riot and they want to aatl it clown aa4 this co-called 	that toe l: place 

tbo hotel, but we ou;;Iit to gct c:ct.:ils of that fro:a her toy and 6ct any cihsr 

details we can iro:a 1:obert and then we otx_;h: to act that Ly Icttcr to the 

Coalnils3ion not later than Wedricod..2.y. 	i7.00 otate'd it c ouLl be a discreet 

surielllance u:anown to her to GE:e w'uo conies and Goes to ace her. I stated 

also U she couies out, where 	teat it requird clizcretion. I told 

Cizoo to al3o scu that Dillias has su:lif-lent r.aan,,ower for tho physical stir-

vcIllanco of her tine the people corhinj to the Loase oa;:ht to be followed to £C3 

vho they are. I stated her new lawyer, f.:cF.:enzie, hal; sa:.;;ested this tr.an 

she Is livinz, with now becoLao her blaineLts went. I bt;.: tf 	the Coill;..-.Assion 

Ls coal:brood about La this sadci;:n develop:Aunt a b 10 her se::action and Nixon, 

as It ta.y leak out. X told 6i.coo to get hold of Callas and to zet ctartod on it 

right. away. Mr. Sizoo stated lie viOati. 

Very truly yours, 

E 1 I 
John Ek:,-;;Ir C601-er 

1:4.1'4c:tor 
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