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FBI Releases 
Half-Ton File 
on Kennedy'

, 
 

Reports Give Nothing 
to Alter Belief Oswald 
Was Lone Assassin 

BY RQBERT L. JACKSON 
and NORMAN KEMPSTER 

Times Stall Writers 

WASHINGTON—The FBI 'Wed-
nesday released a half-ton of doc-
uments on former President John F. 
Kennedy's assassination, adding some 
footnotes to history and detailing the 
bureau's painstaking detective work 
in the months after the 1063 shooting. 

I3nt the 10,001 pages of reports, 
memos and investigative files made 
available under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act disclosed nothing to alter 
the Warren Commission's principal 
finding—that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was Kennedy's lone assassin. . 

The files reflect FBI interviews 
with gun experts, bartenders, friends 
of Oswald and ordinary citizens, and 
they illustrate the early thinking in 
FBI headquarters. 

One newly disclosed memo showed 
that J. Edgar lloover, the late FBI di-
reel or, told then- Ally. Gen, Robert. F. 
Kennedy shortly after Oswald's ar-
rest and just two hours after the slay-
ing that ()swat d was the assassin. , 

I tonver's memo to his files on Nov. 
22, 1911.1 said he had just told Robert. 
Kennedy that Oswald was "a mean- 
minded individual 	in the catego- 
ry of a nut." 

Oswald was shot to death the nest 
day in the Ine:ement of a Dallas police 
station by n'ghldub owner Jack. 
Ruby. 

lloover, however, remained cau-
tious on the question of whether Os-

. wald had accomplices, the tiles 
showed, 

Nineteen days after Oswald's 
death, the FBI director persuaded 
President Lyndon B. Johnson to keep' 
the Justice Department from an-

.notincing a preliminary finding that 
Oswald-  had acted alone. Hoover be-
lieved the question should be investi-
gated further. the documents showed. 
. "1 said I personally believe Oswald 

was the assassin," I loom wrote in a 
Dec. 12, 1963, memorandum. But he 
added "The second aspect as to 
whether he was the only man giveS 
me great concern." 

As had the Warren Commission 
11101T than a decade ago, the FBI files 
traced Oswald's links to Fidel CaSLIVS 
Cuba. 

In his Dee. 12, DM, memo, Dover, 
said, the FBI had several letters 
"written to hint (Oswald) from Cuba' 
referring to the job he was going to 
do, his good marksmanship and stal-
ing (that) when it was all over, he 
would be brought back to Cuba and 
presented Lo the chief." 

lloover said, however, that the FBI 
lacked the sources in Cuba to check 
the authenticity of the letters. 

In another incident, according to 
the files, a Los Angeles informer gave 
10131 agents the names of two San 
Juan, Puerlo Rico, men who were 
said to know about "activities be- 
• tween Cuba and the United Stales." 
FBI agents were ordered to interview 
the men. 

The Warren Commission had in-
Iveaki.s  stigaited, among other things. Os- v 	

activities in support of the Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee in this 
country, including his distribution of 
pamphlets demanding that the United 
Stales keep hands off the Castro-con-
trolled island. 

The FBI files may provide material 
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for doubters as w
ell as for supporters 

of the W
arren C

om
m

ission's findings. 
T
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 d
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evidence of a conspiracy, but the fact 
th

at th
e F

B
I d

isclo
sed

 u
n
su

ccessfu
l 

efforts to verify. hundreds of lips m
ay 

raise additional doubts am
ong those 

clinging to the conspiracy theory. 	
• 

S
everal thousand docum

ents w
ere 

w
ithheld from

 the public under tradi-
tional exem

ptions of the F
reedom

 of 
Inform

ation A
ct. T

hese included files 
th

at m
ig

h
t d

isclo
se th

e id
en

tities o
f 

confidential inform
ants, national se-

cu
rity

 secrets o
r in

fo
rm

atio
n
 fu

r-
n

ish
ed

 b
y

 fo
reig

n
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
ts, ac-

cording to F
B

I officials. 

T
h

e files o
p

en
ed

 W
ed

n
esd

ay
 w

ill 
be kept in a special F

B
I reading room

 
fo

r sch
o
lars, research

ers an
d
 o

th
er 

interested persons and m
ay be photo-

copied for 10 cents a page. A
n addi-

tio
n

al 4
0

,0
0

0
 rag
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v
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g

 th
e re-

m
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d
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v
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w

ill be released in January. 
F

B
I a

g
e
n

ts c
h

e
c
k

e
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h
u

n
ch

es an
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o
ssip

 v
o
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n

teered
 b

y
 

hundreds of A
m

ericans w
ho believed 

O
sw

ald m
ight have had accom

plices, 
the new

 docum
ents show

. 
T

his m
ission som

etim
es led them

 to 
interview

 strippers, drunks and per-
sons w

ho apparently had psychiatric 
p

ro
b
lem

s, as w
ell as citizen

s w
h

o
 

w
ere honestly m

istaken. 
.0

n
e w

o
m

an
 to

ld
 th

e F
B

I th
at sh

e 
had seen a struggle betw

een a w
om

an 

C
ontinued from

 F
irst P

age' 

rap
e o

r in
cest an

d
 th

e in
cid

en
t h

as 
_been reported prom

ptly to police or a 
public health service agency. 	

• 
—

T
w

o
 d

o
cto

rs d
eterm

in
e th

at a 

an
d
 o

n
e o

r tw
o
 g

u
n
m

en
 in

 th
e w

in
-

dow
 of a building just after the shoot-

ing. S
he said she saw

 this episode on 
h

er telev
isio

n
 screen

 as cam
eras 

scanned the m
otorcade route. 

A
gents visited m

ajor television sta-
tio

n
s an

d
 carefu

lly
 v

iew
ed

 all th
eir 

film
. T

h
ey

 fo
u

n
d

 n
o

th
in

g
 to

 v
erify

 
her account, the files show

. 
• 

A
gents w

ere often told that if they . 
interview

ed a particular person they 
w

o
u

ld
 g

el sen
satio

n
al in

fo
rm

atio
n

, 
w

h
ich

 th
e tip

ster reco
u
n
ted

. B
u
t in

-
terview

s w
ith such persons, related in 

the files, show
ed the tipster had ap-

p
aren

tly
 p

assed
 o

n
 an

 ex
ag

g
erated

 
rum

or. 
S

om
e persons called the F

B
I to say 

th
ey

 ju
st realized

 th
e stran

g
er th

ey
' 

had talked to w
eeks ago w

as O
sw

ald 
o

r th
at O

sw
ald

 an
d

 R
u

b
y

 h
ad

 b
een

 
clo

se asso
ciates. T

h
e files sh

o
w

ed
 

these reports m
ay have been cases of 

m
istaken identity. 

F
or exam

ple, R
alph L

eon Y
ates, a 

refrigerator repairm
an, signed an af-

fidavit dated D
ec. 10, 1963, in w

hich 
h
e to

ld
 th

e F
B

I h
e h

ad
 p

ick
ed

 u
p
 a 

hitchhiker he believed to be O
sw

ald 
tw

o days before the assassination. 
Y

ates said
 th

e m
an

 ask
ed

 if h
e 

k
n

ew
 Jack

 R
u

b
en

stein
, w

h
o

 th
e 

hitchhiker said w
as better know

n as 
Jack

 R
u

b
y

. Y
ates said

 also
 th

at th
e 

m
an

 h
ad

 carried
 a fo

u
r-fo

o
t-lo

n
g
 

packagew
rapped in brow

n paper and 
talked about killing K

ennedy. 
A

pparently this account could not. 
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ecau

se o
f p

ro
tC

sts b
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• others that the provision w
as open to 

frau
d
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o
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rs o
f th

e co
m
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certification by tw
o physicians. 

II., 11 

be verified by the F
B

I. T
here w

as no 
fu

rth
er referen

ce to
 it in

 th
e d

o
e; 

=
len

ts, an
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F

B
I never substanti- 

ated
 th

at O
sw

ald
 an

d
 R

u
b
y
 k

n
ew

.  
each other. 

R
uby w

as convicted of m
urdering 

O
sw

ald in 1964 and died of a brain tu-
m

or in 1967 after suffering from
 can-

cer for som
e tim

e. 

	

O
ther docum

ents show
ed that just 	
	 

13 days before he killed K
ennedy, O

s 
w

ald prodded the .S
oviet E

m
bassy in 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

 to
 ex

p
ed

ite h
is an

d
 h

is 
w

ife, M
arin

a's, req
u

est to
 retu

rn
 to

 
R

ussia. 
O

sw
ald had first gone to R

ussia in 
1
9
5
9
, h

ad
 m

arried
 h

is S
o
v
iet-b

o
rn

 
w

ife an
d
 retu

rn
ed

 w
ith

 h
er to

 th
e 

U
nited S

tates in June, 1962. 

A
s early as F

eb. 17, 1963. according 
to records, M

arina O
sw

ald w
rote the 

S
oviet E

m
bassy to ask how

 she could 
retu

rn
 to

 R
u

ssia alo
n

e. S
h

e later 
w

ro
te th

at h
er h

u
sb

an
d
 w

an
ted

 to
 

loin her. 
T

he F
B

I investigation show
ed that 

O
ssv

ald
's last req

u
est to

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

E
m

bassy—
on N

ov. 9, 1963, just tw
o 

w
eeks before the assassination—

had 
never been acted on. 

T
h

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t th
eir rep

o
rts, F

B
I 

agents stressed that O
sw

ald had long 
ex

p
ressed

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist sy

m
p
ath

ies, 
even as a child. 

In reporting on an Interview
 w

ith 
Joseph A

llen S
kiles, a form

er sixth-
grade classm

ate of O
sw

ald's, the F
B

I 
said: 

"It is a m
aior victory for w
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en's 
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h is," said S

en. Jacob K
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"O
sw

ald w
as frequently sum

m
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to the principal's office because of ar-; 
g
u
m

en
ts b

etw
een

 h
im

self an
d
 h

is 
teachers. Ile (S

kiles) stated that m
ost 

of these argum
ents arose during so-

cial studies class w
hen the theory of 

dem
ocracy w

as being discussed. O
s-

w
ald

 alw
ay

s q
u
estio

n
ed

 th
is th

eo
ry

 
and seem

ed to disagree w
ith it." 
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