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raP JFK Files 

Nearly 14 years after President 
Kennedy's murder in Dallas the 
FBI is preparing to make public 
its massive "assassination file" con-
taining almost all the material it 
gathered during its investigation 
of the case. 

FBI officials -said the first seg-
ment of the voluminous 80,000-
page JFK file, covering the initial 
six months of the agency's probe. 
will be made available this month 
while the remainder is scheduled 
for release in December. The dis-
closures are in response to more 
than 50 requests for the material 
under the Freedom of Information 
Act. 

Critics of the official version of 
events surrounding the Nov. 22, 
1083, slaying have sought access 
to the FBI's raw files almost from  

the day the Warren Commission 
concluded Lee Harvey Oswald, act-
ing alone, killed the President. 

An FBI spokesman said the bu-
reau had been working on the 
file's preparation for 21/2 years. 

The disclosure, however, will not 
include documents the Warren 
Commission classified Which are 
sealed in the National Archives, 
the spokesman said. Nor will it in-
clude references to data the FBI 
received from other federal 
sources such as the Central Intel-
ligence Agency or the Secret Serv-
ice. 

Robert P. Gemberling, a retired 
Dallas FBI agent who coordinated 
and analyzed the investigative ef-
fort throughout the Kennedy 
probe, said according to his knowl-
edge of the assassination file there 
will be no sensational revelations. 

Release Kennedy Death 
Files Costs FBI $187,643 

WASHINGTON (UPI)—The FBI 
says the release of 80,000 pages of its 
files on the John F. Kennedy assas-
sination is costing taxpayers $187,643. 

The FBI will release 40,001 pages 
Wednesday, and the rest in January, 
in response to requests made under 
the Freedom of Information Act by 
.about 60 organizations and indivi-
duals. 

The cost estimate includes salaries 
.of clerical personnel who searched for 

lcials who censored exempted infor-
4nation and rental of photo reprodue-
;ilion machines, a spokesman said_— 

_ "Baseci_on_t.his_we-mt-servatively 
estirnata the cost involved up to the 
Present time to be $187,643," he said. 

This figure does not include the 
Cost of making copies for those who 
want to buy them instead of reading 
the files at FBI headquarters. The 
FBI covers that cost by charging 10 
cents a page, a price set by Congress. 

News organizations purchasing full 
sets Wednesday will have to pay $4,-
000.10 each. 

Although this is one of the FBI's 
biggest releases, its cost is small com-
pared with the overall expense of 
handling the thousand; of requests 
that the FBI receives each year and 
dust respond to in compliance with 
the law. 

"For fiscal 1977 (which ended Sept. 
130) the complete figures are not in  

but it is estimated freedom of infor-
mation requests cost $9.1 million," the 
spokesman said. A total of 379 em-
ployes, including 54 agents, are work-
ing on the requests. 

Before 1975, the FBI had received 
only 511 requests. But between Jan-
uary, 1975, anti Feb. 25, 1977, it re-
ceived 32,202 requests. 

Director Clarence M. Kelley said. 
last March that the FBI had run up 
20,063 hours of overtime in trying to 
handle this "mountain of paperwork." 

To wipe out a backlog representing 
about 8.5 million pages of documents, 
Kelley began Operation Onslaught, 
which consisted of bringing in two 
successive groups of up to 200 agents 
each from across the country be-
tween May and October. 

Onslaught cost $2.8 million, the FBI 
said. It made possible the release last 
Nov. 21 of 52,648 pages of heavily 
censored FBI files on 15 years of acti-
vities aimed at disrupting extremist 
organizations in a once-secret pro-
gram named Cointeipro. 

The Cointelpro release was a belat-
ed response to a request filed on Nov. 
18, 1974, by 10 news organizations. 

A tide of new requests has con-
tinued to roll in, the FBI said. During 
fiscal 1977 the FBI received 15,658 
requests. But requests that formerly 
took 10 to 14 months to fill are now 
tilled in about a month, the FBI said: 


