
P
A

G
E

 8 

agencies 
f2_1 	

V
r2 

FB
I R

ecords on JFK
 R

eleased 
A

L
M

O
S

T
 half a ton of docu-

m
e
n
ts—

 4
0
,0

0
1
 p

a
g
e
s' 

w
o
rth

 —
 w

as released
 b

y
 th

e 
F

ed
eral B

u
reau

 o
f In

v
estig

a-
tio

n
 la

st w
e
e
k
 in

 th
e
 la

te
st 

ch
ap

ter o
f th

e co
n
tin

u
in

g
 d

e-
b
a
te

 o
v
e
r w

h
a
t re

a
lly

 h
a
p
-

p
e
n
e
d
 to

 P
re

sid
e
n
t Jo

h
n
 F

. 
K

ennedy on N
ov. 22, 1963, in 

D
allas. 

T
h
e late F

B
I D

irecto
r, 

J. 
E

dgar H
oover, apparently had, 

p
refig

u
red

 th
e fin

d
in

g
s o

f th
e 

W
arren C

om
m

ission: L
ee H

ar-.  
v
ey

 O
sw

ald
 w

as b
eliev

ed
 to

 
h
a
v
e
 sh

o
t th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t to

 
d
e
a
th

 fro
m

 a
 p

e
rc

h
 o

n
 th

e
 

sixth floor of the T
exas S

chool 
B

ook D
epository building over-

looking the fatal parade route. 

T
h
a
t c

o
n
c
lu

s
io

n
 w

a
s
 

reached by H
oover, the surren-

d
ered

 reco
rd

s in
d
icated

, as 
soon as tw

o hours after K
enne-

dy's death had been noted in a 
D

allas hospital land before the 
W

arren
 co

m
m

issio
n
 h

ad
 co

n
-

v
en

ed
, let alo

n
e d

ecid
ed

 to
 

accept the F
B

I's findings). 

T
h
e
 b

u
re

a
u
 d

o
c
u
m

e
n
ts, 

m
ad

e p
u

b
lic th

ro
u

g
h

 a su
it 

u
n
d
er th

e fed
eral F

reed
o
m

 o
f 

Inform
ation A

ct, also revealed 
m

ore am
biguous indications of 

H
o
o
v

er's attitu
d
e to

w
ard

 th
e 

assassination. 
- 

In a m
em

o to h
is ch

ief aid
eg

 

o
n
 D

e
c
. 1

2
, le

ss th
a
n
 th

re
e
 

w
eek

s later, H
o
o
v
er h

ad
 re-

ported details of a conversation 
w

ith L
ee R

ankin, general coun-
sel fo

r th
e in

v
estig

atin
g
 W

ar-
ren C

om
m

ission, on the possi-
bility that the killing had been 
th

e
 w

o
rk

 o
f 

a 
conspiracy, 

instead of a single gunner. 

"I said
 I personally believe 

O
sw

ald
 w

as th
e assassin

," th
e 

m
em

o
 read

, "th
at th

e seco
n
d
 

'L
e
a
v
e
 n

o
th

in
g

 

th
a
t c

o
u

ld
 le

a
d

 

to
 y

o
u

r tra
il' 

aspect as to w
hether he w

as the 
o
n
ly

 m
an

 g
iv

es m
e g

reat co
n
-

c
e
rn

; th
a
t w

e
 h

a
v
e
 se

v
e
ra

l 
le

tte
rs w

ritte
n
 to

 h
im

 fro
m

 
C

u
b

a referrin
g

 to
 th

e jo
b

 h
e 

w
a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 d
o
, h

is g
o
o
d
 

m
a
rk

sm
a
n
sh

ip
 a

n
d
 sta

tin
g
 

w
hen it w

as all over, he w
ould 

b
e b

ro
u
g
h
t b

ack
 to

 C
u
b
a an

d
 

presented to the chief. 

"W
e
 d

o
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 if th
e
 

chief w
as (P

rem
ier F

idel) C
as-

tro and cannot m
ake an investi-

g
atio

n
 b

ecau
se w

e h
av

e n
o
 

in
te

llig
e
n

c
e
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n

 
in

 
C

uba." 

T
he letters in question, w

rit-
ten to O

sw
ald in S

panish from
 

C
u
b
a, h

ad
 b

een
 o

b
tain

ed
 b

y
 

th
e b

u
reau

 after th
eir in

itial 
co

n
clu

sio
n

 b
u

t, asid
e fro

m
 a 

seem
in

g
ly

 in
crim

in
atin

g
 sty

le 
o
f referen

ce 
to O

sw
ald, they 

o
ffered

 n
o
 real rev

elatio
n
s. 

A
lthough dated 12 days before 

the assassination, one key let-
ter w

as p
o
stm

ark
ed

 six
 d

ay
s 

a
fte

r th
e
 d

e
e
d
 —

 le
n
d
in

g
 

enough doubt to its authentici-
ty

 th
a
t th

e
 F

B
I a

p
p
a
re

n
tly

 
d

re
w

 n
o

 h
a
rd

 c
o

n
c
lu

sio
n

s 
about it.. 

H
o

o
v

er's reactio
n

, as ev
i-

d
en

ced
 in

 th
e released

 files, 
w

as: "I urged strongly that w
e 

n
o

t reach
 th

e co
n

clu
sio

n
 O

s-
w

ald w
as the only m

an." 
T

he letter in question, trans-
lated

 b
y
 F

B
I ag

en
ts, b

ad
 ad

-
d
ressed

 O
sw

ald
 as "F

rien
d
 

L
ee," an

d
 read

 in
 p

art: "A
fter 

th
e
 a

ffa
ir, I a

m
 g

o
in

g
 to

 
recom

m
end m

uch to the chief. 
I told him

 you could put out a 
can

d
le at 5

0
 m

eters. L
eav

e 
nothing that could lead to your 
trail and w

hen you receive m
y 

letters, destroy them
 as alw

ays. 
A

fter the affair, I w
ill send you 

th
e m

oney and w
e w

ill see each 
- other in M

iam
i as alw

ays. 

"(S
igned) P

edro C
harles" 

B
ureau personnel suggested 

th
e letters m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 

H
O

O
V

E
R

 

w
ritten after the assassination, 

by headline-seekers 

T
h
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts released
 

co
n
stitu

ted
 h

alf th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 

file, and their availability drew
 

only about 50 persons to an F
B

I 
briefing room

 in the W
ashing-

to
n
 h

ead
q
u
arters o

f th
e b

u
-

reau
_
 T

h
e o

th
er h

alf o
f th

e 
m

aterial, 
in

 
th

e p
ro

cess o
f 

b
ein

g
 o

rd
ered

 fo
r v

iew
in

g
, 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e ten

d
ered

 th
e p

u
b
lic 

and the press —
 w

ho m
ade up 

the preponderance of the open-
ing-night audience —

 in
 Janu- 

Said a spokesm
an: "I really 

d
o
n
't th

in
k
 th

ere are g
o
in

g
 to

 
b
e an

y
 m

ajo
r n

ew
 rev

elatio
n
s 

fro
m

 th
is n

ew
 m

aterial, an
y

 
m

o
re th

an
 th

ere w
ere in

 th
e 

m
a
te

ria
l ju

st re
le

a
se

d
." It 

w
ould relate largely to reports 

th
at n

ew
 "tip

s" w
o

u
ld

 rev
eal  

new
 inform

ation about K
enne-

dy's death. 

If som
ebody jum

ped up out 
of a rose bush last m

onth —
 or 

- let's say
 last y

ear, sin
ce th

ese 
- th

in
g
s are b

eco
m

in
g
 m

o
re in

-
frequent —

 and said he know
s 

w
h
o
 d

id
 it, w

e (w
o
u
ld

) ch
eck

 
th

a
t o

u
t a

n
d
 th

a
t w

ill b
e
 

in
clu

d
ed

 in
 th

e m
aterial," th

e 
spokesm

an added. 

M
eanw

hile, other F
B

I files 
fo

rced
 in

to
 th

e lig
h
t b

y
 th

e 
F

reed
o

m
 o

f In
fo

rm
atio

n
 A

ct 
fin

 th
is case, a su

it b
ro

u
g

h
t 

successfully against the bureau 
b
y
 a

 h
o
st o

f n
e
w

s o
rg

a
n
i-

zations) continued to show
 F

B
I 

m
ethods of psychological coun-

terspy w
ork against the B

lack 
P

an
th

er p
arty

, fro
m

 1
9
6
8
 to

 
1972. 

A
p
p
aren

tly
 reaso

n
in

g
 th

at th
e 

en
d
s ju

stified
 th

e m
ean

s, F
B

I 
tacticians produced such exam

-
ples as these: 

• S
an

 F
ran

cisco
 ag

en
ts re-

p
o
rted

 h
av

in
g
 p

ersu
ad

ed
 city

 
p
o
lice to

 acco
rd

 an
 arrested

 
P

an
th

er sp
ecial p

riv
ileg

es In
 

jail. so  th
at h

is p
arty

 fam
iliars 

w
o
u
ld

 b
eliev

e —
 u

n
fairly

 - 
the m

an w
as an inform

ant. 	
- 

• 
In early 1970, the local 

o
ffic

e
 h

a
d
 W

a
s
h
in

g
to

n
 

produce phony P
anther statio-

nery in the F
B

I laboratory; the 
paper w

as used to w
rite "expul-

sio
n
" letters to

 6
0
 P

an
th

ers In
 

three cities. 
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