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—The FBI has opened its 
files on the assassination 
otPresldent John F. Ken-
nedy but this so far has 
noti.,_elesed the case on two 
(4-year-old questions: 

Did Lee Harvey Oswald 
murder the president on his 
oven? And If so, yhy? 

A preliminary reading of 
the files, release yesterday, 
4oes not refute the Warren 
Commission conclusion that 
Qawald acted independently. 

What does emerge from 
Ve 40,001 pages from the 
FBI's records—another 40,-
000 are to he released In 
ianuary—Is a sharpened pic-
ture of the frantic days fol- 
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'with the Warren 
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lowing Kennedy's murder in 
pallas an Nov. 22, 1963. 

They show that 

▪ 	

Within two hours of the 
president's death, FBI Direr-
ter J. Edgar Hoover believed 
the crime was committed by 
filrwaid, whom he called "a 

*Man-minded individual 	. 
!ri the category of a nut." 

• Almost as quickly, bur-
eau agents began a Mint of 
unprecedented magnitude, 
running down thousands of 
leads ranging from reports 
of a Castro-inspired plot to 
threatening graffiti on. lava-
tory walls. 

FLOOD OF TIPS 
Hoover presided over the 

investigation, urging speed 
yet thoroughness by his 
agents. 

The half-ton of files gave 
vivid portrait of a nation 

suddenly gone mad. Hun- 
• dreds 	thousands — of 
Americans said they had 
seen or talked with Oswald 
in almost every port of the 
country. 

CASTRO SUSPECT 
Agents doggedly ran down  

all such leads. All too often 
they ended in a blind—not 
herequently, a blind drunk 
—alley. 
' More serious paths led 
!toward Fidel Castro, Mtn' 
triunist leader of Cuba. The 
FBI obtained a letter from 
Havana to Oswald mention-
ing money payments and 
Oswald's ability to shoot out 
a candle at 30 meters. 

The letter was dated Nov. 
10, 1963, but was postmark-
ed six days after the assas-
sination. The FBI decided It 
was the work of a cram's. 
But Hoover wrote at the 
lime "as to whether We (Os-
wald) was the only man giv-
es me great concern." 

Other reports of Cuban 
I nvolvement also gave Hoover 
pause. Among them, the fact 
that Oswald had been ar-
rested in New Orleans for 
distributing pro-Castro liter-
ature; a Castro speech be-
fore Kennedy's assaeination 
vowing retaliation against 
Ir. S. leaders if he, himself, 
were harmed, and a Spanish 
diplomat's report that his 
country) intelligence service 
had established a link be-
tween Castro, Oswald and 
the murder of the American 
president. 

QUOTES AT SCENE 
As to a connection be-

tween Oswald and Ruby the 
FBI director said in the same 
letter that "while I think 
there was no connection . 
I did not want the report to 
be 100 per cent sure on 
that." 

The files disclose no major 
discrepancies with the War-
ren Commission report, which 
drew extensively from them. 
But they contain harrowing 
vignettes. 

Mrs. John B. Connally, a 
passenger in the death car 
whose husband, the Texas 
governor, was seriously 
wounded, thought the auto 
was hit by buckshot. Then 
she realized it was bra in 
matter. 

"They've killed Jack," cried 
Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy, the 
President's wife. "His brains  

are in my hand" 
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Moments before the second 
of two shots hit him, the 
president said: "Get me to 
a hospital," his last w6rds, 

The worry that Oswald 
might have had accomplices 
also troubled Hoover who 
wrote his aides Dec. 12, 1983: 

"r Personally believe Os-
wald was the assssin; that 
the second aspect as to 
whether he was the only man 
gives me great concern." 

He mentioned letters to 
Oswald from Cuba, but not- 
ed the FBI had no Intelli-
gence operations in Cuba and 
time lacked proof of a con-
spiracy. 

"EII didn't want to put 
speculation in the report: 

. this was the reason I 
urged strongly that we not 
reach the conclusion that 
Oswald was the only man." 
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Hoover leaned on press 
WASHINGTON {pp}—FBI documents released yes-

terdzy show former FM Director J. Edgar Hoover was 
extremely concerned about news coverage of the investi-
gation of President John F. Kennedy's assassination. 

Hoover's concern was reflected In efforts to away 
editorial opinion and efforts to find unnamed sources in 

/LIMN stories. 
The documents revealed Hoover made en effort to 

"persuade the Washington Post not to run en editorisl and 1= the FBI thought Its "many friends" in the news 
could be used to put the agency In the best light 

or to attack Its enemies. 
Many contacts between Journalists and the FBI are 

detailed. 
"I thought no one knew this outside of FBI," Hoover 

•Iwrote on a copy of one news story dated Dec. S. 11363. 
"Certainly someone II doing too muck talking" 
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