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O
sw

ald
 S

till A
p

p
ears 

T
o B

e L
on

e A
ssassin

 
R

uby P
ictured H

im
self 

A
s U

n
d

erw
orld

 F
igu

re 
B

y JO
S

E
P

H
 R

. D
A

U
G

H
E

N
 

A
N

D
 JO

H
N

 J. F
A

R
M

E
R

 
O

f T
h
e B

u
lletin

 S
ta

ff 
W

ashington —
T

he 40,000 pages of FB
I files 

o
n
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 

m
ade public yesterday provided little to sup-

port the belief of m
illions of A

m
ericans that 

the late P
resident w

as m
urdered as part of a 

conspiracy. 

T
he m

aterial released by the F
B

I —
 large-

ly
 b

ecau
se o

f d
em

an
d
s o

f p
m

-co
n
sp

iracy
 

theorists under the F
reedom

 of Inform
ation 

A
ct —

 tended to reinforce the conclusion of 
the W

arren C
om

m
ission: that L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald acted alone in gunning dow
n K

enne-
dy on N

ov. 22, 1963. in D
allas. P

k
i0

1
4

 T
u

rn
 to

 P
o

g
o

 A
 

B
y JO

H
N

 J. FA
R

M
E

R
 

and JO
SE

PH
 R

. D
A

U
G

H
E

N
 

O
f T

h
e B

u
lletin

 S
ta

ff 

W
ashington —

 H
e adm

ired C
hicago's m

ost 
p

ro
m

in
en

t m
o

b
sters an

d
 d

ro
p

p
ed

 th
eir 

n
it
sm

 regularly. 
3

*
 th

ey
 eith

er n
ev

er h
eard

 o
f h

im
 o

r 
sarged hint as a "punk." 

H
e co

v
eted

 a rep
u

tatio
n

 as a "b
ig

 sh
o

t" 
w

ith lots of m
oney. B

ut his sleazy night clubs 
w

ere chronically in financial trouble. 
H

is 
cred

it ratin
g

 w
as "u

n
satisfacto

ry
" an

d
 n

o
w

 
had less than $400 in the bank. 	

r17- 

H
e sq

u
ired

 flash
y
 w

o
m

en
, lik

ed
 to

 
be 

th
o
u
g
h
t o

f as a "lad
ies m

an
" an

d
, in

 th
e 

M
e

m
o

 T
u

rn
 to

 P
o

g
o

 * 

fB
i O

p
en

s 
Its F

iles 
T

o P
ublic 

C
o
m

in
v
e
d
 fro

m
 P

iro
 P

a
p

e
 

Indeed, 
m

u
c
h

 o
f th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 

!C
om

m
ission's report w

as based on the 
'sam

e investigative data opened yes-
terday. B

ut this data represents only 
half of the m

ost m
assive investigation 

in F
B

I history. It does not deal w
ith 

m
any of the conspiracy theories that 

arose after publicatica) of the W
arren 

report in S
eptem

ber 194. 
T

he rem
aining 40,000 pages —

 a halt 
ton of paper —

 concern investigative 
efforts m

ade after June 1984. T
hese 

'If there is any F
B

I evidence to sup-
pert the various conspiracy theories —

 
tin

lit • m
o

re th
an

 o
n

e g
u

n
m

an
 w

as 
involved, that O

sw
ald w

as w
orking for 

&
ha's F

idel C
astro or involved in an 

anti-C
astro plot, that the C

IA
 w

as im
-

plicated —
.it w

ill have to be found in 
the files not yet released, if at all. 

T
he H

ouse S
elect C

om
m

ittee 
O

R
 

A
ssassinations, farm

ed in S
eptem

ber, 
1976, is still chew

ing over the 14-year-
, old case. It alsois Investigating the 
' 1968 rutirder.of the R

ev. D
r. M

artin 
L

uther K
ing Jr. for w

hich Jam
es E

arl 
R

ay halt beetf convicted and Is sensing 
a life sentence. T

he com
m

ittee w
as 

created because of continuing public 
doubt about the investigations of the 
tw

o killings. 
T

hei  F
R

I./H
es do attem

pt to extin-
guiS

h 'a slabsttliary conspiracy theoryi  
that O

sw
ald.. 24; w

as h
im

self m
u
n
.., 

dered iS
y D

allashightclub ow
ner Ja

i*
 

R
th

e
 lc

 	
o

f 	
1

,1
 r, 	

n
rn

.,,-• •t+
n
• 

R
uby died in P

arklane H
ospital of a 

blood clot of the lung on Jan. 3, 1967. 
H

e also had extensive cancer. H
e w

as 
aw

aitin
g
 h

is seco
n
d
 trial fo

r k
illin

g
 

O
sw

ald w
hen death cam

e at age 55. 
T

he entire R
uby file, running to 90 

volum
es, w

as m
ade public. It contains 

h
u

n
d

red
s o

f in
terv

iew
s b

y
 fed

eral 
agents trying unsuccessfully to find a 
link betw

een R
uby and O

sw
ald. 

- T
he R

uby inquiry paints a picture of 
a m

an unbalanced by distress over the 
assassination and quotes him

 as say-
ing of his slaying of O

sw
ald," som

e-
body had to do it." 

"N
o one else w

as involved," R
uby 

to
ld

 D
allas p

o
lice, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e 

files. 
T

h
e
 F

B
I, w

h
ic

h
 sp

e
n
t a

t le
a
st 

8117,000 to prepare the tw
o halves of 

thifK
ennedy file for release,w

ould not 
angw

r questions about the content of 
th

-*
aterial. N

o
r w

ould it elaborate 
tk

r
h
y
' 

r
r
r
o

 e
n

o
r
n

n
n

t 1
-,r

1
 

of $4,000.10 for a copy of the file. It 
perm

itted new
sm

en to pursue the doc-
um

ents in an F
B

I reading room
 w

ith-
out charge. 

T
h

e m
aterial itself m

ad
e it clear 

that the agency expended untold m
an 

hours running out thousands of bogus 
leads about conspiracies trom

 w
ell-in-

ten
tio

n
ed

 p
erso

n
s as w

ell as fro
m

, 
crackpots. 

B
ut at the very beginning, the late 

F
B

I D
irecto

r J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er w

as 
concerned about the possibility o

f a 
co

n
sp

iracy
. T

h
e files sh

o
w

 th
at o

n
 

D
ec. 1

2
, 1

9
6
3
, H

o
o
v
er said

 h
e h

ad
 

talked P
resident L

yndon B
. Johnson 

out o i releasing a prelim
inary Justice 

D
e
p

rt m
e
n

t re
p

o
rt sta

tin
g

 th
a
t 

O
sw

 d had acted alone. 
"I said I personally believe O

sw
ald 

w
as the assassin," H

oover said in a 
m

em
o dated that day. "T

he second as-
pect as to

 w
h

eth
er h

e w
as th

e o
n

ly
 

P
.
  in gives m

e rreat concern." 



rei a t 	
tit 	

e
)n

te
s
- 

y ,e
4 ,, „c

,1
4
. M

r 
O

le
( h

e
 C

,s
 z

o
n

a
h

/e
 lc

 
get 

o
u
t o

f b
e
d
 a

n
d
 h

a
d
 tw

o
 e

m
p
ty 

w
h
isky b

o
ttle

s o
n
 th

e
 flo

o
r b

y th
e
 

b
e
d
." 

R
uby P

ictured S
elf 

A
s a M

o
b

 F
ig

u
re 

A
t th

a
t tim

e
, H

o
o
v
e
r d

e
s
c
rib

e
d
 

p
sw

a
ld

 a
s a

 "n
u
t" a

n
d
 a

 m
e
m

b
e
r o

f 
"th

e
 e

x
tre

m
is

t p
ro

-C
a
s
tro

 c
ro

w
d
." 

,O
sw

ald had lived in R
ussia for a tim

e, 
m

a
rrie

d
 a

 R
u
ssia

n
, a

n
d
 b

e
lo

n
g
e
d
 to

 
th

e
 F

a
ir P

la
y fo

r C
u
b
a
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
. 

H
ow

ever, he also w
as associated w

ith 
the anti-C

astro m
ovem

ent. 
O

ne reason 
fo

r 
H

oover's concern 
w

a
s th

e
 F

B
I's o

b
ta

in
in

g
 le

tte
rs fro

m
 

C
uba, at least one of them

 addressed 
to O

sw
ald. T

w
o of the fetters, ostensi-

b
ly w

ritte
n
 b

y d
iffe

re
n
t p

e
rso

n
s, im

-
p
lie

d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 re

ce
ive

d
 h

e
lp

 
fro

m
 C

u
b
a
 in

 th
e
 fo

rm
 o

f m
o
n
e
y a

n
d
 

encouragem
ent. 

O
ne letter, signed "P

edro C
harles," 

referred to m
oney paid to O

sw
ald and 

p
ra

is
e
d
 h

is
 m

a
rk

m
a
n
s
h
ip

. It w
a
s
 

dated 12 days before the assassination 
but w

as actually m
ailed afterw

ard. 
A

 second letter w
as signed, "M

aria. 
del R

osario M
olina," w

as addressed to 
then-A

ttorney G
eneral R

obert F
. K

en- 

n
e
d
y. It a

ccu
se

d
 "P

e
d
ro

 C
h
a
rle

s" o
f 

m
a
ste

rm
in

d
in

g
 th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r. 

B
e
c
a
u
s
e
 "b

o
th

 le
tte

rs
 w

e
re

 p
re

-
p
a
re

d
 o

n
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 typ

e
w

rite
r," H

o
o
-

ve
r sa

id
 in

 a
 m

e
m

o
. it a

p
p
e
a
rs th

is 
m

a
tte

r re
p
re

s
e
n
ts

 a
n
 a

tte
m

p
te

d
 

h
o
a
x." 

A
n
o
th

e
r ite

m
 th

a
t w

o
rrie

d
 H

o
o
ve

r 
w

a
s a

 re
p
o
rt -from

 an unidentified co-
lum

nist in R
om

e, w
ho claim

ed to have 
se

e
n
 a

 S
p
a
n
ish

 in
te

llig
e
n
ce

 re
p
o
rt 

s
ta

tin
g
 th

e
 "T

h
e
 a

s
s
a
s
s
in

a
tio

n
 o

f 
P

resident K
ennedy w

as brought about 
b
y F

id
e
l C

a
stro

." 
T

h
is re

p
o
rt sa

id
 th

a
t C

a
stro

 w
a
s 

concerned that the C
IA

's alleged role 
in

 th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r o

f th
e
 D

ie
m

 b
ro

th
e
rs in

 
S

o
u
th

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 h
a
d
 le

d
 th

e
 C

IA
 to

 
a
d
o
p
t a

 p
o
licy o

f ch
a
n
g
in

g
 g

o
ve

rn
-

m
ents by assassination. 
"It (th

e
 C

IA
) m

ig
h
t v

e
ry

 w
e
ll b

e
 

w
illing to attem

pt the assassination of 
C

a
s
tro

 in
 o

rd
e
r to

 b
rin

g
 a

b
o
u
t a

 
I ch

a
n
g
e
 o

f g
o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t in

 C
u
b
a
," th

e
 

report described C
astro as thinking. 

A
t that tim

e, apparently unknow
n to 

H
oover, the C

IA
 w

as engaged in sev-
eral plots to m

urder C
astro. B

ut In the 
F

B
I file

s, H
o
o
ve

r's m
e
m

o
s sh

o
w

 th
a
t 

he felt assured the C
IA

 w
as cooperat- 

a- !,u..e. 
■ aa fu

lly
 a

n
d

 h
e
 le

ld
 e

S
e
 - 

O. 	
re

c
k
-e

J
v
ii.r 44 (ecw

ie isq a t4:f 
preciated this cooperation. 

A
ccording to inform

ation developed 
m

ore than a decade later by the S
en-

ate S
elect C

om
m

ittee on Intelligence, 
th

e
 C

IA
 w

a
s
 a

c
tiv

e
ly

 e
n
g
a
g
e
d
 in

 
trying to kill C

astro, going so far as to 
re

cru
it o

rg
a
n
ize

d
 crim

e
 fig

u
re

s to
 d

o
 

th
e
 jo

b
. T

h
e
 S

e
n
a
te

 co
m

m
itte

e
, h

o
w

-
e
ve

r, w
a
s n

o
t a

b
le

 to
 lin

k K
e
n
n
e
d
y's 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 to

 re
ve

n
g
e
 o

n
 C

a
stro

's 
p
a
rt. 

O
n
 th

e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 o

f O
sw

a
ld

's b
e
in

g
 

a
b
le

 to
 fire

 o
ff th

re
e
 ro

u
n
d
s fro

m
 a

n
 

a
n
cie

n
t M

a
n
n
lich

e
r-C

a
rca

n
o
 rifle

 in
 

th
e
 5

.5
 se

co
n
d
s e

sta
b
lish

e
d
 b

y th
e
 

W
a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 a

s th
e
 p

e
rio

d
 o

f 
tim

e during w
hich K

ennedy w
as under 

fire, H
oover said of O

sw
ald that: 

"H
e w

as a m
arksm

an, and it w
asn't 

anything he could not do; that w
e have 

te
ste

d
 it o

n
 o

u
r rifle

 ra
n
g
e
 a

n
d
 w

e
re

 
a
b
le

 to
 g

e
t sh

o
ts o

ff e
ve

n
 fa

ste
r th

a
n
 

he did; that there is no question in m
y 

m
ind about it. -

  
O

n
e
 o

f th
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
s ra

ise
d
 b

y , r. 
ra

n
 re

p
o
rt critics w

a
s th

e
 a

b
ility o

f 
form

er M
arine O

sw
ald to get off three 

shots so quickly and still hit a m
oving 

target 300 feet aw
ay. 

A
b
o
u
t 5

 p
e
rce

n
t o

f th
e
 file

s m
a
d
e
 

public deal w
ith false leads conscien-

tiously checked out by the F
B

I. T
hese 

ca
m

e
 fro

m
 all ove

r th
e
 w

orld
 —

 fro
m

 
children and school teachers, govern-
m

e
n
t w

o
rke

rs a
n
d
 o

rd
in

a
ry citize

n
s, 

and from
 m

any crackpots. 
A

n exam
ple is a tip that cam

e from
 

Jo
e
 D

ye
r o

f F
lin

t, M
ich

., w
h
o
 ca

lle
d
 

the F
B

I on D
ec. 4, 1963, to report that 

five m
en in the pay of the S

oviets, in-
clu

d
in

g
 a

 D
a
lla

s d
e
te

ctive
, w

e
re

 b
e
-

h
in

d
 th

e
 killin

g
. O

n
 D

e
c. 5

, a
n
 F

B
I 

agent filed this report: 
"D

ye
r sta

te
d
 h

e
 kn

e
w

 a
ll th

is in
fo

r-
m

ation because he w
as 'tw

o headed' 
and 'could read people's m

inds.' " 
M

rs. T
heo D

yer, his w
ife, had anoth-

er explanation, the F
B

I agent noted: 
"S

he said M
r. D

yer receives S
ocial 

S
e
cu

rity ch
e
cks th

e
 th

ird
 o

f e
ve

ry 
m

onth and since D
ec. 3, he has been 

co
n
sta

n
tly in

to
xica

te
d
," th

e
 , a

g
e
n
t 

re
p
o
rte

d
. "S

h
e
 sta

te
d
 th

a
t w

h
e
n
 sh

e
 

le
ft fo

t, h
e
r p

la
c
e
 o

f e
m

p
lo

y
*n

t a
t 

2:30 P
.M

. D
ec. 4, he w

as intoxicated 
a
n
d
 w

h
e
n
 sh

e
 re

tu
rn

e
d
 a

t a
p
p
ro

xi-
m

a
te

ly m
id

n
ig

h
t D

e
c. 4

 h
e
 w

a
s still 

intoxicated.  

know
 everyone in tow

n and w
anted ev-

eryone to know
 him

." 
B

u
t h

e
 live

d
 a

lo
n
e
 m

o
st o

f h
is life

, 
h
a
d
 fe

w
 frie

n
d
s a

n
d
 w

a
s th

o
u
g
h
t b

y 
som

e to be a hom
osexual. 

H
e
 a

d
m

ire
d
 a

u
th

o
rity, e

sp
e
cia

lly 
policem

en. B
ut in the end he em

bar-
ra

sse
d
 th

e
m

 b
y m

u
rd

e
rin

g
 th

e
ir p

ris-
oner, Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald, the suspect-
ed assassin of P

resident John F
. K

en-
nedy before their eyes in the basem

ent 
garage of the D

allas police station. 
T

h
is is th

e
 p

o
rtra

it o
f Ja

ck R
u
b
y 

th
a
t e

m
e
rg

e
s fro

m
 9

0
 vo

lu
m

e
s o

f in
-

ve
stig

a
tive

 m
a
te

ria
l re

le
a
se

d
 ye

ste
r-

day by the F
B

I in connection w
ith the 

K
ennedy assassination. 
R

u
b
y, w

h
o
 d

ie
d
 in

 p
riso

n
 Ja

n
. 3

. 
1967, lives in these F

B
I docum

ents as 
a
 vio

le
n
ce

-p
ro

n
e
, m

in
o
r fig

u
re

 fro
m

 
the honky-tonk entertainm

ent w
orld of 

dow
ntow

n D
allas, w

ho blundered into 
history by m

urdering O
sw

ald because 
he believed that "som

ebody had to do 
it.'' 

F
B

I investigators queried hundreds 
of persons, relatives of R

uby, business 
a
sso

cia
te

s a
n
d
 B

-g
irls, n

e
ig

h
b
o
rs, 

cre
d
ito

rs. C
h
ica

g
o
 ra

cke
ts fig

u
re

s -
in

 a
n
 e

ffo
rt to

 d
e
te

rm
in

e
 w

h
e
th

e
r 

th
e
re

 w
a
s a

 lin
k b

e
tw

e
e
n
 R

u
b
y a

n
d
 

O
sw

a
rd

 o
r b

e
tw

e
e
n
 R

u
b
y a

n
d
 o

rg
a
-

nized crim
e. 

In neither case Is any link establish-
ed in som

e 40,000 pages of F
B

I files 
re

le
a
se

d
 ye

ste
rd

a
y. A

n
o
th

e
r 4

0
,0

0
0
 

pages are to be m
ade public in Janu-

a
ry. T

h
e
se

 d
e
a
l w

ith
 F

B
I fin

d
in

g
s a

f-
ter June 1964. 

In
 th

e
 re

p
o
rts m

a
d
e
 p

u
b
lic ye

ste
r-

d
a
y, p

e
rso

n
 a

fte
r p

e
rso

n
 w

h
o
 kn

e
w

 
R

uby denied know
ing O

sw
ald or ever 

having heard R
uby m

ention him
. A

nd 
those w

ho knew
 O

sw
ald reported they 

"S
p
a
rky,'' a

n
 e

xcita
b
le

, a
rg

u
m

e
n
ta

-

A
 k.4

e
ri 

R
u
b
e
,

v
k
'in

,ila
d
 )14"

 
that w

as favorable of him
. 

F
riends and acquaintances from

 his 
C

hicago years rem
em

bered R
uby as 

tiv
e
 k

id
 fro

m
 a

 p
o
o
r fa

m
ily

 w
h
o
 

dropped out of M
arshall H

igh S
chool 

in the 1920s to hang around the Law
n-

d
a
le

 p
o
o
l h

a
ll, w

o
rk sp

o
ra

d
ica

lly a
t 

carnivals and scalp tickets to C
hicago 

sports show
s. A

ll the w
hile hating the 

n
ickn

a
m

e
, "S

p
a
rky." 

H
is m

other, F
anny, w

as described 
a
s o

b
e
se

 (4
-fo

o
t, 6

-in
ch

e
s a

n
d
 1

8
2
 

pounds), an "irregular" housekeeper, 
w

ho w
ound up in a m

ental hospital,ac-
cording to R

uby's cousin, D
r. H

ym
an 

L
. R

u
b
e
n
ste

in
. R

u
b
y's fa

th
e
r is p

o
r-

trayed in the F
B

I files as a som
etim

es 
carpenter w

ho drank. 
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b
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m
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b
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l p
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p
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ve
n
t h

im
 fro

m
 id

e
n
tifyin

g
 o

th
e
rs in

 tu
rn

e
d
 to

 C
h
ica

g
o
 in

 th
e
 la

te
 1

9
3
0
s 

th
e
 "co

n
sp

ira
cy." 	

w
here a law

yer friend, Leon C
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n
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b
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ra
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t D
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b
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 b
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b
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